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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jan 7 – 13, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Job
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Hermeneutics

(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
3.30 pm Adults Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
Catechism Class (Room 810)

10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Jan 12, 08, at 3.30 pm in the
home of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole
Crescent. Message: “A Christian’s Resolution
for the New Year” by Rev Dr Prabhudas
Koshy. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held at the
home of Mr and Mrs William Teo this Sat,
Jan 12, 08, at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk 835
Woodlands St. 83 #12-113. Message: “Luther
and His Defence of the Faith” by Rev Dr
Jeffrey Khoo. Contact William Teo at
91831150 for details.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day S$12,003;
RM50.20; Watchnight Service S$6,702; RM84
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev
Prabhudas Koshy $100; Rev Ronny Khoo $300;
BCEA (Tanzania) $4,000, $200; Brisbane BPC
$150; Kemaman Life BPC $50; Bible Witness
Ministry $200; Bible Witness Media Ministry $100;
Gethsemane BPC Cebu Mission $100; Family
Bible Study Fellowship $200; Marilyn Nanta
(Kuching) $100; Dn Paul Cheng $100; Samuel
Kwong (FEBC) $50, $50; Barnabas Yap & family
$200, $150; Wendy Teng $200, $100; FEBC
Bookroom $100; FEBC Scholarship $300; FEBC
$600, $500, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$26,855; RM134.20
Church Building Fund $1,500, $1,500, $640, $500,
$100, $50, $50 Total: S$697,361.27; USD500

Sunday School Offering: $293.00

Verse for the Week: All the ways of a man are
clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth the
spirits. Prov 16:2

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1
Samuel under Rev Stephen Khoo, 9.15 am –
10.15 am. All are welcome.
Catechism Class for Easter Baptism
commences today at 9.15 am in Room 810. Those
seeking Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith and
Transfer of Membership are to attend the
Catechism Class.
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio CD
($3). You may place your orders with Dn Charles
Kan, Barnabas Yap or any of the PA crew.

Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 554
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 108
Hymn No. 232
Announcements
Special Number Youth Choir

Deborah & Judith
Offering & Hymn No. 403
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Psalm 73
Pastoral Prayer Rev Stephen Khoo
Sermon The Strength of Heart

(Rev Stephen Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 577
Benediction Rev Stephen Khoo

In Praise of Our Good God
and His Good Book

(Testimonies from students of the Systematic
Theology Course on Theism at the Far Eastern

Bible College, July-November 2007)

Every Christian is called to be a theologian
and an evangelist to preach the gospel. This is
precisely why we must study theology. Studying
theology reaffirms our belief in God. He is our
Creator and He is in ultimate control. TBH

I thank God that He has enabled me to attend
the day class on Systematic Theology Part I:
Theism. So often it has been the lack of faith on
my part when I worry whether I can cope with the
studies, the demands of my workplace and the
needs of my family concurrently. However God
spoke to me through these verses, “Lay not up for
yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through
and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in

heaven, where neither moth nor rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not
break through nor steal: For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also”
(Matt 6:19-21). “But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto
you” (Matt 6:33). “Set your affection on
things above, not on things on the earth”
(Col 3:2). By putting God first, He has
shown me that He is able to provide for
all my needs and to help me overcome
all my difficulties. The days pass so
quickly that sometimes I wonder
whether I can do all the things that are
before me, but I praise God that without
fail He has given me the grace sufficient
for each day.” LKG

When I registered for “Systematic
Theology: Theism,” I was not quite sure
what I was in for. Theological terms like
these are still relatively new to me.
During the first lecture, I was told that
studying theology was the study of God
and knowing who God is. I told myself
that I should on familiar ground since I
have “studied” and “known” God for
close to half a century. I soon realised I
was in for many surprises because with
each lecture there were so many things I
did not know and I was given fresh
insights into many “familiar” topics.
All these have really been most
enlightening and edifying because
firstly, I have to unlearn some
misconceptions; secondly, I now know
and understand in much greater detail
some things which I only had a hazy
idea of, and most importantly, I was
shown how to defend the Faith withBasic Theology for Everyone (BTFE) students taking their night class exam



sound arguments from the Word of God
itself. LGM

I thank God for His providential care
and great love for all His creatures. I thank
God that I am special and precious in His
sight, even the very hairs on my head are
numbered. God cared for every single detail
of my life. For instance, I was quite
apprehensive as to whether I would be able
to fulfil all the requirements of the courses
that I am taking. I was worried that I would
be neglecting my duties to my family while I
take time to study. But God had taken care
of my family and helped the children in their
studies when I did not have the time to help
them because of my own study workload.
All the children did well in their
examinations. God is no man’s debtor and
He gives us much more than what we give
to Him. All praise and glory to God! CFM

The need to know many things in the
world has caused human beings to forget
that there is a need to know God more.
When I recall my days in school, I can see
the way I used to concentrate on knowing
more things of this world than knowing
more about God. Even in Bible College,
when I evaluate how much time I have spent
in reading the Bible and even praying, I find
that I have been concentrating much on my
assignments. Hence, through this course I
was greatly challenged especially when I
look at the life of John Sung—he read his
Bible 11 chapters a day and 13 chapters on
the Lord’s Day. It is a reminder to me that,
as I study God’s Word, I must seek first to
know God more and more from the Holy
Scriptures. AM

What struck me most about the
difference between studying chemistry
during my tertiary education and studying
theology now is that I have an invisible
Tutor, the Holy Spirit who teaches me all
things (1 John 2:27). Truly theology is far
above any branch of science; it is
“metascience” requiring faith to behold the
wondrous truths out of God’s Word. CYF

Knowing God requires a
presuppositional and deductive approach,
i.e., a priori reasoning where one has to
believe in order to see and not vice versa.
The evidential or inductive approach, i.e., a
posteriori reasoning where one sees in order
to believe cannot be used because all
evidences and knowledge are not available.
As I study Theism, I am reminded more and
more of God’s mercy to man, because He
has chosen to reveal Himself. If He did not
choose to do it; there is no way man can find
Him. Being educated in the biological
sciences makes me more demanding in
seeking logic and evidence in my faith at
times. I did not realise how Theology is a
“Metascience.” I am encouraged but also
humbled by my ignorance. The premise is to
start from the Bible—believe to see. STF

I have been using the NIV for some
years but I never knew it was an unfaithful
translation of God’s Word. I confess that I
have been using it in ignorance. I have
realised the importance of not only studying
God’s Word but also studying God’s Word
in a fundamental, Bible-based and God-
honouring school. I thank the Lord for
bringing me to FEBC where I can learn all
these truths that were hidden from me. Since
the KJV is a faithful translation of God’s
Word and all the essential doctrines of
Christianity are found, it is now my Bible.
When I return to my country, I will
reintroduce the use of it to my people. We
should again return to the good old and
faithful Bible, which is the Reformation
Bible. By the grace of God, I promise to do
what Paul said, “And the things that thou
hast heard of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall
be able to teach others also” (2 Tim 2:2).
AK

One thing that helped me gauge
whether a doctrine is of God or not was
whether it glorifies God. A false doctrine
will give man a negative view of God and
diminish His Name. I came to realise that
denying VPP would mean denying what

God had promised in Pss 12:6-7, 100:5, Isa
59:21, Matt 5:18, 24:35, 1 Pet 1:23-25. All
these Scripture references prove the doctrine of
Verbal Plenary Preservation (VPP) of the
Scriptures. In denying VPP, one is ultimately
calling God a liar. I now feel burdened to share
all I have learned regarding this to my church
back home. Many are influenced to reject this
doctrine by what other people have to say.
However, I do so under the threat of being
rejected and despised for it. But I am
comforted and go in peace knowing that Paul
says in Romans 8:31 is true, “What shall we
then say to these things? If God be for us, who
can be against us?” If the only thing I have
learned at my time in FEBC is that VPP is a
true doctrine of God, and I am able to share
and convince others at home of my
convictions, then I sincerely believe that my
time at FEBC was worth all the personal pain
and struggles I have endured. DC

I thank God that through the sure doctrine
of the Verbal Plenary Inspiration (VPI) and the
Verbal Plenary Preservation (VPP) of the Holy
Scriptures, we can be sure that the Christian
Church today has a 100% Perfect Bible
without any mistake and error because God has
promised to preserve forever His inspired
words to the last jot and tittle (Matt 5:18,
24:35, 1 Pet 1:23-25). In these last days when
VPP is being attacked, God is pleased and
faithful to raise up His servants such as John
W Burgon, Carl McIntire, Edward F Hills,
David Otis Fuller, David Cloud, DA Waite, Ian
Paisley, and the like, and godly institutions
such as the International Council of Christian
Churches (ICCC), the Dean Burgon Society,
the Trinitarian Bible Society, the Bible League,
the Far Eastern Bible College and the like to
defend this holy doctrine which has so much to
do with our faith in the one living and true God
and His holy, infallible and inerrant words. SK

I agree with the lecturer that a missionary
must go to the Bible College first to study the
truths of God’s Word so that he may be well
prepared and trained to go into the mission
field. It is now my belief that a missionary not
only must have a heart for missions, but must

have the right and true understanding of the
Word of God. This is necessary so that the
missionary will not teach the wrong
doctrines. I feel fortunate to have the chance
to study God’s words and learn true
doctrines at FEBC. DST

It is a blessing to study in FEBC. God
has opened my spiritual heart and eyes. I
pray that what I have learned from FEBC,
including Systematic Theology, I can share
to everyone, especially to my people in Nias.
In my island, there are many Christians, but
they are poor and uneducated. They are not
only poor physically, but also poor
spiritually. Many Christians in Nias are only
nominal Christians. They do not have a firm
foundation as a Christian and their lives are
not Christlike. They need the truth. They
need the Bread of Life from God to make
them rich and educated spiritually. REL

In Korea, I attended a Presbyterian
Church, but I received baptism in a Baptist
Church. By attending the Presbyterian
Church I accepted the Calvinistic faith and
the Westminster doctrines. But I was just a
nominal Christian and was not interested in
theology. When I came to the Bible College,
all the subjects were filled with the emphasis
on the Bible being the Word of God 100%
without error and mistakes. The lecturers
stressed this in every lesson. With this I
became more interested in theology. CHJ

I am very thankful for the numerous
opportunities to study the Word of God at
FEBC. Whether it is in time of rest, of peace
and joy, or amidst troublous, and very
painful moments in my life, God’s Word
continues to shine through, and anchor me in
the storms of life. His Truth unerring
continues to tell me Who He is, what I am,
and helps me to keep in step with my
Saviour and God in my daily walk with Him,
to walk by faith, and not by sight. May the
Lord be praised, and may the life that I live
continue to bring Him only honour and glory
to His great Name now and forever more.
AH
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jan 14 – 20, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Job
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

THU 7.30 pm Biblical Hermeneutics
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Jan 19, 08, at 3.30 pm in the
home of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole
Crescent. Program: Bible Study on John 15 by
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Contact Herbert at
94377715 for details.
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
1 Samuel under Elder Joseph, 9.15 am –
10.15 am. All are welcome. Lessons are
downloadable from www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday
School.htm.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and
strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$10,409.60; RM5.20
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Wee
Eng Moh $100, $100; Rev Prabhudas Koshy $100;
Marilyn Nanta (Kuching) $300 (LF); Joshua Khoo
(Kuantan) $200; FEBC Student $100; Molla
(FEBC) $50; Titus (FEBC) $50; Judah (FEBC)
$50; Rajan (FEBC) $50; Barnabas Yap $200;
FEBC Bookroom $63; FEBC $400, $200, $200
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$12,772.60; RM5.20
Church Building Fund $1,000, $1,000, $200, $100
Total: S$699,661.27; USD500

Sunday School Offering: $335.00

Verse for the Week: Commit thy works unto the
LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established. Prov
16:3

Brisbane BPC will hold its 1st Anniversary
Thanksgiving Service on the Lord’s Day, March
16, 2008. True Lifers planning to go for the
anniversary service can write to Rev Hien
(hientrangng@optusnet.com.au) for information.
Speaker: Eld Dr Boaz Boon.

Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking
in Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.”

Catechism Class for all who are seeking
baptism, reaffirmation of faith, transfer of
membership. Class meets in Room 810 from
9.15 am – 10.15 am, Jan 6–Mar 16, 08. Teacher:
Rev Stephen Khoo.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 328
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 25
Hymn No. 324
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 327
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text 2 Cor 13:1-10
Sermon Truth is Victory

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 183 (Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

DAY OF PRAYER AND AFFLICTION

college family. He spoke from 2 Timothy 2:15 and
encouraged both faculty and students to be
approved workmen of God by (1) cutting a straight
path with the Word of Truth, (2) not wandering
from the Word of Truth, and (3) leading people
back to the Word of Truth. He also announced the
launching of the FEBC Alumni Fellowship which
is aimed at fostering close ties among graduates.

We welcome the following new full-time
students: Kiet Thaven (Cambodia), Lee Gwang Ho
(Korea), Gloria Son Lee (USA), Leong Kwok
Whye (Singapore), Peter Phoa (Singapore), and
Puspa Shakya (Nepal). The “Basic Theology for
Everyone” night classes continue to draw many lay
students from different churches packing the FEBC

Hall to the last seat, and spilling into the
dining area. The course on Biblical
Hermeneutics on Thursday night taught
by Dr Quek Suan Yew has attracted
270, and the study of Job by Dr Das
Koshy on Monday night saw 210
attending.

This new semester started on a
difficult and painful note. The Pastor
and Elders of Life BPC have denied
FEBC the use of its sanctuary due to the
latter’s belief on the Verbal Plenary
Preservation (VPP) of the Holy
Scriptures. In a January 5th letter to the
Rev Dr Timothy Tow, their founding
father and FEBC’s principal, they called
VPP “a heresy.”

The belief that we have a 100%
Perfect Bible in our hands is not a
heresy but a truth that is solidly
grounded on the Holy Scriptures (Ps
12:6-7, Matt 5:18, 24:35, John 10:35)
and understood by the logic of faith
(John 20-29, Heb 11:6). We cannot but
teach the infallibility and inerrancy of
the inspired and preserved original
language words of the Hebrew
Masoretic Text and Greek Textus
Receptus on which the Authorised
Version (KJV) is based, and take a
separatist stance against textual
criticism and the corrupt Westcott-Hort
Text underlying the liberal, ecumenical,
neo-evangelical versions of the Bible.

Dr Peter Masters of Spurgeon’s
Tabernacle considers “the perfect
preservation position as an ‘honourable’
one … aimed at safeguarding the Word,
and promoting its integrity. ItsFEBC Night Class on Biblical Hermeneutics by Dr Quek Suan Yew

Far Eastern Bible
College started its new
semester on January 2, 2008
with a Day of Prayer. The
Rev Dennis Kwok, pastor of
Truth B-P Church, delivered
the Lord’s message to the
college family.



advocates seek to proclaim and adhere to the
Gospel and the historic doctrines of the faith.
They seek to preserve an excellent translation of
the Bible, and to oppose corrupt W & H based
translations. … the position is honourable. It is
certainly not base, self-seeking, unfaithful, or
heretical in the sense of denying any doctrine of
the faith.” In another letter, Dr Masters wrote,
“May I say that the ministry of FEBC under Dr
Timothy Tow … is a remarkable manifestation
of the blessing of God in maintaining inerrancy,
fundamentals, evangelism, sound hermeneutics
and biblical separation. Your work is magnificent
and encouraging in the highest degree.”

On the sole basis of God’s power and
promises revealed in His forever infallible and
inerrant words, we pray and plead with Life BPC
to take a stand with their founding pastor—the
Rev Dr Timothy Tow—for a 100% Perfect Bible
without any mistake, and not pursue the
displacement of FEBC from her birthplace and
home at Gilstead Road.

The Rev Hien Nguyen, FEBC alumnus and
pastor of Brisbane B-P Church, conveyed his
well wishes to the college via email (Jan 2, 08)
on the opening day of prayer:
Our dearly beloved Principal, Rev Dr Timothy
Tow, the Matron Mrs Ivy Tow, the Academic
Dean Dr Jeffrey Khoo and the FEBC Faculty
and students,

We greet you in the blessed name of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

We give thanks and praise to the Lord for
sustaining you and preserving FEBC and
blessing her over the years despite all the hatred,
opposition, and attacks from the enemies of His
Truth. Truly, great is His faithfulness! (Lam
3:23). Thank God for the blessed days and sound
training I enjoyed at FEBC.

We always uphold you and FEBC in our
prayers. May the Lord our God be with you,
strengthen you, sustain you, and bless you
abundantly with a blessed and fruitful semester.

May the Lord strengthen you and use you
mightily to train faithful servants of His Truth
and to contend for His Truth in these last days of
compromise and apostasy.

May the Lord continuously lead you and

prosper FEBC, our Alma Mater, for the sake of
His Name, His Word, His Truth and His glory.
Faithfully yours in Christ,
Hien Nguyen

FEBC Alumnus

***************

Peace on Earth but When?
(A sermon by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo on New

Year’s Eve, Watchnight Service,
True Life Church)

When Jesus came the first time, the angels
announced, “Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke
2:14). But in Luke 12:51, Jesus said something
quite different, “Suppose ye that I am come to
give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay, but rather
division.” Is there a contradiction, a mistake in
the Bible, in the words of God? If there is a
mistake here, then who is right, the angels
who delivered God’s message, or Jesus, the
Message of God Himself? It goes without
saying that we who believe in the perfection of
the Holy Scriptures, the 100% inspiration and
100% preservation of the words of God,
believe in the words of the Lord Jesus Christ
and of His angels—both spoke the truth, and
there are no mistakes in those words at all!

So, how do we explain those infallible
words of the angels and of Jesus? The answer
lies in God’s perfect Word itself. Jesus indeed
came to bring peace into the world as the
angels announced, but peace will only come
when certain conditions are met. What are
these conditions?

(1) Peace will only come when we make
peace with God.

People in the world today are looking for
peace—peace in the world, peace at home,
peace at work, peace in church, but they will
find it in vain. The reason why there is no
peace anywhere on earth is because of sin—we
are a sinful people living in a sin-cursed world.
That is why we need a Saviour, and that is why
Jesus had to come. That is why our Saviour’s
name is JESUS for He has come “to save His
people from their sins” (Matt 1:21). So, in
order to have peace, we need to be reconciled

to God, and be born again (John 3:3). Yes,
unless we are born again, we will not
experience peace in our life, we will not have
the peace which passes all understanding
which only God can give (Phil 4:7).

The Lord Jesus Christ, the virgin born Son
of God, who lived a sinless life was the perfect
Sacrifice for our sins. He died for our sins on
the cross, shed His precious blood as the Lamb
of God, and then on the third day rose from the
dead. The penalty of sin has been paid, and
atonement has been made once and for all. If
we will confess our sins and believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, we shall be saved and have
peace with God. “Therefore, being justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom 5:1).

Now having made peace with God, you
will not have peace on earth for this sinful and
satanic world hates God. That was why Jesus
said He did not come to give peace on earth
but division. James 4:4 says, “whosoever …
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of
God.” Similarly, anyone who is a friend of
God becomes the enemy of the world. The
world will hate the faithful and obedient
follower of Christ. Did not the Lord Jesus say,
“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated
me before it hated you. … Remember the word
that I said unto you, The servant is not greater
than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they
will also persecute you; if they have kept my
saying, they will keep yours also” (John 15:18-
20)? The Apostle Paul said, “Yea, and all that
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution” (2 Tim 3:12).

Why is there no peace on earth? Two
reasons: evil and error. How can there be peace
when the evils of corruption, immorality
and terrorism exist? How can there be
peace when errors such as liberalism,
evolutionism, ecumenism, postmodernism,
neo-evangelicalism, charismatism, neo-
fundamentalism, open-theism, neo-deism and
all kinds of false ‘ism’s prevail? But did not
God promise peace on earth and good will
toward men? So when will this peace come?
This brings me to my second point:

(2) Peace will only come when the
Prince of peace returns

Our beloved pastor—the Rev Timothy
Tow—had already sounded the alarm in his
Christmas letter: “We are now celebrating the
first coming of Christ, His birth. Now the more
important factor is about His second coming.
The leaders of the world are everywhere
talking peace which gives us no sense of
urgency. But if Jesus Christ is coming again,
there will be wars and rumours of wars and we
are more alert to His second coming. It will not
be such a peaceful Christmas.”

Only the Lord Jesus Christ—the Prince of
peace—can bring true and lasting peace to this
world, and He will do that when He comes
again. When Jesus returns in all His power and
glory, He will judge the nations, and all the
nations will kowtow before Him. Under His
reign which will last for a thousand years,
there will be no wars and no instruments of
war. This is prophesied in Isaiah 2:4, “And he
shall judge among the nations, and shall
rebuke many people: and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war
any more.”

Are you looking forward to the return of
the Lord Jesus Christ? You will not be looking
forward to the Lord’s return if your mind and
heart are geared towards building up your
treasures on earth. And if you are chasing after
the mighty dollar, and lusting for the material
things of this world, for money and property,
fame and fortune, then you will find yourself
without peace but full of anxieties and worries,
envy and jealousy, selfish ambition and strife
(1 Tim 6:9-10).

But the Bible has the secret to joy and
peace on earth, to believe in Jesus Christ and
grow more and more like Him, yearning for
the Kingdom of God to come, and desiring for
the treasures of heaven (Matt 6:19-21). May
the Lord help us to put Him first in our life this
New Year, and to await eagerly and patiently
for His return. The signs of the times do tell us
that His second coming is very soon.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Jan 21 – 27, 2008) 

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Job 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Hermeneutics 
  (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 5.30 pm Anniversaries of Family Bible 
   Study Fellowship & Ladies 
  Fellowship 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School 
  Catechism Class (Room 810) 
 10.30 am   Worship (Rev Tan Kian Sing) 
  Korean Service (Room 503) 
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)  
 2.30 pm Evangelism 
 

Combined Anniversary Meeting of the 
Family Bible Study Fellowship (FBF’s 3rd 

Anniversary) and Ladies Fellowship (LF’s 
4th Anniversary) will be held this Sat, Jan 26, 
08, at 5.30 pm. Venue: RELC Room 602. 
Message: “How To Build A Godly Home” by 
Rev Stephen Khoo. Contact Edward Wong at 
93887328 or Judith at 96729973 for details. 
Young People’s Fellowship will be joining 
the Combined Anniversary Meeting of FBF & 
LF this Sat, Jan 26, 08, 5.30 pm, RELC Room 
602. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.  
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats 
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon 
(Jan 27, 08) at Bukit Panjang. For details, 
please contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$8,486.85; RM20 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200; Rev 
Jeffrey Khoo $200; Bible Witness Ministry $200; 
Lok Kwok Wah $200; Wendy Teng $300; FEBC 
Bookroom $43; FEBC $340, $200, $200, $60  
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
S$10,629.85; RM20 
Church Building Fund $1,500, $1,000, $200, $200 
Total: S$702,561.27; USD500 
Sunday School Offering: $327.00 
Verse for the Week: The LORD hath made all 
things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the day 
of evil. Prov 16:4 
Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Brisbane BPC will hold its 1st Anniversary 
Thanksgiving Service on the Lord’s Day, March 
16, 2008. True Lifers planning to go for the 
anniversary service can write to Rev Hien 
(hientrangng@optusnet.com.au) for information. 
Speaker: Eld Dr Boaz Boon. 
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro 
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking 
in Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.”  
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1 
Samuel under Elder Joseph, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. 
All are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from 
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm. 
Catechism Class for all who are seeking 
baptism, reaffirmation of faith, transfer of 
membership. Class meets in Room 810 from 
9.15 am – 10.15 am, Jan 6–Mar 16, 08. Teacher: 
Rev Stephen Khoo.  
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No. 47 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 38 
Hymn No. 306 
Announcements  
Offering & Hymn No. 311 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text 1 Sam 30:1-25 
Sermon   Trials Must Drive Us to 
   Prayer 
 (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
Closing Hymn No. 362 
Benediction Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew 

MY LAMENT 2 
A Letter from Brutus Balan 

My dear Lily and Carl 
Thanks for forwarding today (14th Jan 08) the 

correspondence between your dad (T. Tow) and 
Life BPC (C. Seet) with regard to the request for
the use of the ‘sanctuary’ of the church for night 
theological classes for FEBC. The paternalistic 
letter is painful read even for me. The spirit of 
the response from Charles Seet and his session is 
baffling common sense and freezes thought.  It is 
without doubt and made very clear by him, that 
the Life BPC is now considering FEBC as a 
heretical institution that cannot be tolerated.   

The 100% VPP position is not a heretical 
position but a position that must be 
celebrated as another valid view of the high
view of Scripture. The 98% VPP position is 
also a faith position with its own inherent 
problems. For example, if we affirm the divine 
inspiration, inerrancy and infallibility of the 

originals (which we don’t have and
therefore cannot peruse to confirm as
true) should we not also extend the
same affirmation to the manuscripts?
Do we have an authoritative exact
copy of the originals or a reliable copy
close to the originals? Both involve
bible scholars to discern the exact
words of the originals. 

The 100% VPP camp say ‘Thus
said the Lord!’ in every portion, while
the 98% VPP champ may say, ‘Thus I
think said the Lord!’ in the two
percent. The argument can be made
that when God has taken such great
care to reveal His Word to mankind of
the origins of the heavens and the
earth (to its consummation), and even
given a glimpse of revelation of the
new earth and new heavens to the
‘39+1’ writers, why would He allow
scribal errors, howbeit 2%, to corrupt
His Holy Word in the transmission of
it? When Moses broke the tablets of
stone of the Ten Commandments
overcome by indignation over the sin
of the Hebrews, he was not told patch
it up and decipher what was originally
given in Sinai. It was reissued
verbatim by divine hand to keep its
accuracy. So is the expectation
throughout Scripture where God’s
people were told not to pervert what
was revealed and preserved at great
cost. A conclusion then can be made
that divine revelation by inspiration
necessitates an existence of a true
copy reflecting the originals word for Presentation by Children’s Choir on “The First Nowell”, Christmas Eve Service, Dec 24, 07 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

word for it is THE revelation of God to
man.  By extension the copies or copy
must also retain its inspiration, therefore
inerrant and infallible in its content. Did
God slumber leaving the scribes to human
fatigue and failings? To claim the
providential preservation of Scripture is
ironical if it doesn’t simply mean that we
do have a 100% exact copy of the
originals today. Did God ascertain 100%
accuracy or did He tolerate the injection of
2% human inaccuracies for some divine
humour? Is God a sadist? Heaven forbid!
That is the 100% VPP view. 

But the problem is the Church of
God is not agreed upon a single text to
call it the exact copy of the originals. For
those who hold to the view that God has
providentially preserved the exact copy of
the originals and can be discerned from
the group of accepted texts is a welcome
proposition. Why shouldn’t the church
of God continue the search of the
Scriptures (the Received/Byzantine/
Majority manuscripts) so that no
parchment is unturned and no scroll
unrolled in search for a common stand?
Shouldn’t we welcome that? Those who
prefer to hold to the Received Texts as the
true copy have the freedom to do so with
their own defense for it. That’s not
heretical! Those who believe that the true
copy can be discerned from the group of
texts accepted by all are also a valid
position. That’s not heretical! The 98%
champs will have to defend their own
camp’s proposition too. That’s not
heretical! A heresy is a denial of a
fundamental tenet of what constitutes
sound doctrine. None of these camps deny
any but affirm every one. So what is the
heresy accused of the 100% VPP
brethren? All are zealots for the Cause of
Christ. All positions have inherent
strengths and problems. All are in
agreement to the great biblical

presupposition. All hold to a high view of
Scripture. All scholars of every camp in the
end must preach the foolishness of the cross
along side the lowly ‘fishermen’ called of
Christ. All will appear foolish to the
perishing world. All will become fools for
Christ no matter what view they hold to this
issue.  

Therefore, calling FEBC a heretical
institution is sheer arrogance. Especially,
having been born into a fundamentalist
movement, having not done the hard yakka
and assuming to be an even greater defender
of the faith than the one who birthed the
movement into existence in Singapore gives
me the chill. To counsel the one who
nurtured him and to pen such a letter
of slight must have a callous soul. The
usurpation of a pastorate and pride in a
position that he had not toiled for and the
presumption to be wiser than Rev Tow to
counsel him on doctrines is beyond
belief. Chewing the fat of which he did not
work for but for the hard labor of another
and relishing the cream of another’s dream is
sinful stupor. The ‘sanctuary’ denied FEBC
was dreamed, designed and done by Rev
Tow when many of these modern
‘champions’ were still infants. I will find it
against my whole being to squatter in a
foundation that was lovingly built by the
sweat and tears of another. One born of God
ought to have a heightened conscience
quickened by the Holy Spirit and therefore
possess good judgement and values.
Conscience is a hard master to live with for
there is no rest until it is appeased. Has the
disciple grown greater than the master?   Has
the teacher forgotten the decades of
conviction his life was spend for? 

Convictions become you in the passing
of time. Convictions are sealed in the heart
of your soul over time.  Convictions are the
very pulse of your being in time.
Convictions motivate and move a man to
stand alone when everyone deserts him at

any time. Convictions of truth cannot be
contradicted but only focused and refined
in the progress of time. Therefore, has the
man who founded the BP movement to
uphold and defend the Word of God, and
the ‘prophetical’ institution to reproduce
himself to continue the work of God;
and whose name was synonymous with
Singaporean fundamentalism, slumber to
spiritual insanity to forsake the ‘old path’
and push a ‘new path’? 

All men of God in history have refined
their thoughts without being heretical.
Theology is dynamic in scope. We refine
our views in space and time and are better
for it. There is so much room within
sound doctrine for everyone of the
fundamentalist persuasion to move and co-
live in co-operation. A life time isn’t
enough to understand it all and many
a young bible scholar often confuse
institutional doctorate for the mastery of
His Word. 

After all, the Spirit of God is the
Master-Teacher and was it not the ill
educated disciples who were given the
high privilege to be with the Creator-
Savior to hear and yet not understand the
meaning of much of what He said? Was it
not to them the Spirit of God opened the
exposition of the providentially preserved
Word of the OT and the Master’s voice of
the NT? A group of unassuming, humble,
simple, childlike, grown men were picked
for a visual lesson to show modern
churches which prides in high decibel
doctorates and puffed up positions of
privilege that lack the discipleship in
heart. Would the Lord pick today’s crop
bypassing Peter, James and John? Who is
this modern man who prides over his
humble teacher? 

The heart of His Master was the heart
beat of Rev Timothy Tow as I have known
him since 1974. He often said that ‘the
school of the prophets is not a school for

square hats.’ Those aspiring to study
theology at FEBC then was: 1. an irresistible
calling; 2. an ability to study with the ‘best’;
and, 3. Most of all those who are humble at
heart, may apply. This gave a lot of hope and
encouragement for late bloomers like me. If
not for that holy principle, I would not be a
pastor/teacher today.  

During these 30 years of my serving the
Lord I see the lack of humility in the many
that are highly schooled in theology. It has
not produced any new understanding of the
truth better than the disciples down the road
of Emmaus or a quality that has surpassed
the expositional ability of Peter, James and
John. Rev Tow is of this humble ‘fisherman’
quality even though he is second to none.
Those who know him must learn of him. To
follow such an example is to understand
humility. Such was the Apostle Paul’s
invitation to follow Christ even as he
followed Him. 

Where and when is this going to end?
The Lord is mindful of His servant’s work.
All will be vindicated here or there. Every
work and word will be accounted for. All
motives exposed. One needs to guard ones
heart that one does not sin in bitterness.
Festering ‘wounds’ cannot heal but bring on
its own destruction. When the twain will not
meet, they must part (Amos 2:2).     

Surely as the father of the BP
movement and FEBC is still on this side of
heaven, and it is his vision and wisdom
poured into this work of God, it is only
proper the pastors, the session of Life
BPC and all who would follow them,
vacate the premises and find their own
pasture. There is honor in that. May the
Lord give rest to his servant before he
enters his heavenly REST. 

There is a balm in ‘Gilstead’ to make
the wounded whole. 

14 Jan 2008 
Hobart, TASMANIA 
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(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime)

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jan 28 – Feb 3, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Job
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

THU 7.30 pm Biblical Hermeneutics
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Rev Stephen Khoo)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Feb 2, 08, at 3.30 pm in the home of
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Program:
Bible Study on John 15 by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 101 Gangsa Road at
2.30 pm. For details, please contact Dn Charles
Kan at 98310468.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.
We extend our deepest condolences to Sis
Deborah Mae on the home going of her mother
(87) on Jan 19, 08.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$9,963; RM1
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $163; Rev
Prabhudas Koshy $100; VBS 2008 $300; Lok Kwok
Wah & family $300; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC
$150; Barnabas Yap $100 (NTUC Gift Vouchers)
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$11,276; RM1; S$100 (NTUC Gift Vouchers)
Church Building Fund $1,000, $500, $100; $50
Total: S$704,211.27; USD500

Sunday School Offering: $359.00

Verse for the Week: Every one that is proud in
heart is an abomination to the LORD: though hand
join in hand, he shall not be unpunished. Prov 16:5

Brisbane BPC will hold its 1st Anniversary
Thanksgiving Service on the Lord’s Day, March
16, 2008. True Lifers planning to go for the
anniversary service can write to Rev Hien
(hientrangng@optusnet.com.au) for information.
Speaker: Eld Dr Boaz Boon.
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking
in Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.”

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1
Samuel under Elder Joseph, 9.15 am – 10.15 am.
All are welcome.

Catechism Class for all who are seeking
baptism, reaffirmation of faith, transfer of
membership. Class meets in Room 810 from
9.15 am – 10.15 am, Jan 6–Mar 16, 08. Teacher:
Rev Stephen Khoo.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 43
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Prov 3
Hymn Rejoice in the Lord
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 7
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Romans 8:28
Pastoral Prayer Rev Tan Kian Sing
Sermon Not By Chance

(Rev Tan Kian Sing)
Closing Hymn No. 354
Benediction Rev Tan Kian Sing

“MARK THEM WHICH CAUSE
DIVISIONS”

My Comment
Brutus Balan

Dear brother Charles Seet,

This is in response to the invitation to me by
the admin of Life BPC to peruse the attached
article (viz. MARK THEM WHICH CAUSE
DIVISIONS, Life B-P Church Weekly – 13
January 2008) for a better understanding of the
VPP issue as perceived by you and the session
of Life BPC. I will presume the directive was
given by you and my comments are therefore
addressed to you which I hope you will share it
with your session.

I have read and re-read and opened all the
grey of my brain matter, over loading all neurons
to the max and was weary in the end trying to
find the alleged gangrenous ‘heresy’ of Rev
Timothy Tow and FEBC. I also perused with an

open mind and read your Church’s
position on this matter in Life BPC
website, BUT, ‘heresy’, I did not see.
I do recognize the limitations of my
puny mind but generally I have
gathered some understanding of what
a heresy looks like over the years. I try
to look at things through the eyes of a
layman-child and complex things do
simplify making it palatable to even a
Sunday school child. God’s deep truth
kept simple disseminates great
theology to even an indifferent saint.
So I asked,

‘What is this soul sapping, lives
destroying, brethren dividing,
destructive, divisive, deceptive,
distorting, infectious, churches

ravaging, gangrenous, new heresy
of Rev Timothy Tow and FEBC

that must be stopped?’

In your article there is a verbal
avalanche of medical explanation
of the effects of heresy, a little
explanation of VPP history BUT not a
word on the alleged heresy. Bible
verses were thrown in about heretics
to alarm the reader but where is your
charge? The best I could gather from
the perused article sent to me by email
is this quote as summarized by you
from an essay written by Dr Jeffrey
Khoo, entitled ‘From the RSV to the
KJV’:

‘That God used these (KJV)
translators to restore absolute
100% purity to the (Received) textsFEBC’s “Basic Theology for Everyone” Night Class Overflow to Kitchen/Dining Area



in the year 1611. The result of this is
that only the Greek and Hebrew texts
immediately underlying the KJV are
the exact words of the original writings,
i.e. the very words used (‘... which is
word and letter perfect, exactly the
same as the original’ [C Seet]) when
God first gave His word by inspiration
to the Bible writers.’ (C Seet, Bracketed
words mine)

Is this the heresy? What is the heresy?
Where is the denial of the first and
THE foremost foundational tenet of the
Christian doctrine which is the uniting
and distinguishing corner stone of all
fundamentalists? This VPP view is an
affirmation of an absolute faith in the
foundational doctrine you yourself
claim to stand on and operate from.
That is, that the Bible (as represented in
the translation of the KJV), is THE
Word of God. It is to be celebrated by all,
even by those who disagree. No denial
here and so, where is the heresy?

In fact you have called those ‘who
promote this teaching (as) quite noble’ in
your paper. So your problem with this
view then is a matter of personal opinion
and preference. You did not call it heresy
but as an untenable argument. Okay, do
disagree! But why disparage fellow
‘noble’ brethren with the charge of
‘heresy’ when there is none? You have not
established the alleged heresy of the
VPPists in your article. What is untenable
to you is very tenable to others. ‘Noble
Bereans’ must search their own scriptures
and come to their own conclusions of
sound theology and the VPP ‘Bereans’ are
no less noble than you.

You have rightly acknowledged and
stated in the clearest term in the
concluding paragraph of D. 3 of ‘Our
Stand on the Preservation of Scriptures’ of

Life BPC (1 Dec 2002) as follows:

‘Although we consider the “Perfect
Bible” view to be untenable, for the sake of
brotherly love and harmony, we do not
want to DISCRIMINATE against any
persons who, on grounds of their own
personal conviction, would choose to
believe that the texts underlying the KJV
are an exact replica of the original
autographs. We believe “there are truths
and forms with respect to which men of
good character and principles may differ.
And in all these, we think it the duty both
of private Christians and societies to
exercise mutual forbearance with each
other.’ (Article 5.5, Constitution of the Life
Bible-Presbyterian Church) (Emphasis is
mine).

AMEN and AMEN! What a Christian
spirit! How peaceable! How loving! How
united! How charitable! How holy! How
open hearted! How amicable! What a
testimony to the world!

The above statement alone negates and
demolishes your false and defaming

charge of heresy of FEBC.

So, it is not a question of heresy but
‘personal conviction’ of ‘which men of
good character and principles differ’. In
other words you will agree to disagree
peaceably, for it is a matter of personal
conviction among Christian brethren
including you to hold either view and
therefore happily co-live in harmony,
peace, and love, co-existing and
cooperating whenever and wherever
possible for the kingdom sake.
Furthermore, if this is the holy duty
required of ‘both private Christians and
societies to exercise mutual forbearance
toward each other,’ why the false charge
of gangrenous heresy against the VPP
fellow champions of kindred fundamental
faith? Where is your holy duty?

“Nobody is ‘bullying’ Rev Tow. Who
are we to bully him? He is not a legend,
neither the founder. GOD IS. Rev Tow is a
well respected leader used by God in the
past. We all respected him, nothing can
change this fact. We continued giving to
him after his resignation, totaled [sic]
S$235,000 in the past 4 years. To date
will [sic] are still supporting him. Our
members visits [sic] him frequently. We
have tried make [sic] peace, but apparently
we are rejected. We did not wish him to
resign, we all loved him dearly, but he
insisted. i [sic] was totally disappointed.
He officiated my wedding, he taught me
many things...

“But now, i [sic] am clear...i [sic] have
to separate the sin from the sinner. We all
loved Rev Tow, but not the way VPP has
been promoted to the extreme, spliting
[sic] churches, stumbling the weaker
ones.”

Let it be known why Pastor Timothy
Tow resigned from Life BPC:

“The reason why I left Life Church
was because my two assistant pastors
said there are mistakes in the Bible. But
I believe that there are no mistakes.
And the session (majority) supported
them. For this reason I left the church
and we found RELC at the right
moment to start True Life Church.

“Upon resignation, I refused their
salary, but they converted it into a love
gift. Not to insult them, I accepted their
love gift but channeled it all to the Bible
College. I have not taken one cent from
Life Church.”

***************

Basic Theology for Everyone

FEBC’s “Basic Theology for
Everyone” night classes continue to draw
in Christians from many churches to study

God’s Word despite the FEBC Hall being
packed to full capacity and overflowing
to the kitchen/dining area. Despite the
regrettable inconvenience due to Life
BPC’s ban on us, the attendance of the
Monday and Thursday night classes has not
dropped but rather increased (1 Cor 3:6).
Dr Das Koshy’s class on Monday night on
Job has attracted over 200 students, and
there are at least 300 in Dr Quek Suan
Yew’s Biblical Hermeneutics class on
Thursday night.

Praise the Lord for students coming
from 38 different churches, all hungering
and thirsting for God’s precious words
taught truthfully, faithfully and lovingly:
Berean BP, Berith BP, Bethany Evangelical
Free, Bethel BP, Bethlehem BP, Calvary
Baptist, Calvary Jurong, Calvary Pandan,
Calvary Tengah, Church of Our Saviour,
Faith Community Baptist, Fisherman of
Christ Fellowship, Galilee BP, Gethsemane
BP, Gospel Light BP, Grace Bible, Hebron
BP, Jesus Saves Mission, Jireh BP, Kay
Poh Road Baptist, Kim Tian Christian, Life
BP, Maranatha BP, Moriah BP, Mt Carmel
BP, New Creation, New Life BP, Pasir
Panjang Christ, Pentecostal Methodist,
Queenstown Methodist, Sembawang BP,
Sharon BP, Singapore Life, St Andrew’s
Cathedral, Tabernacle BP, True Life BP,
Truth BP, Zion BP.

***************

A Word from Dr S H Tow

Enclosed with today’s weekly is Dr S H
Tow’s letter of January 20, 2008 to the Life
BPC Board of Elders and the FEBC Board
of Directors to honour the 1970 Agreement
between Life BPC and FEBC concerning
“the use of the Church and College
Property at 9 and 9A Gilstead Road”
(Source: The Bible-Presbyterian Church of
Singapore and Malaysia, 1950-1971, pages
47-48).

2 7



movement with unrelenting zeal. He is a
humble man living a simple live with no
fanfare. His love for the Lord was my
inspiration and to many others. Many owe
him big time for his tireless work.

The uninspired unfinished story of 1
Kings 17 may be told this way. The
widow grew rich, very rich, thanks to the
prophet. She was good to the prophet and
the prophet was esteemed and respected.
The son of the widow grew up and begat
many other children. His children moved
far and wide and begat others. Soon the
widow who knew the prophet passed on
and her grandchildren soon forgot the
good deed of the prophet. Success and
untold wealth blinded this generation.
They started questioning the prophet’s
sanity. They became wise in their own
eyes and thought they were better prophets
than the aging prophet. Decades of history
were slighted and the prophet pressured by
those taught by the prophet was told to
modify his views. Who is his teacher? He
was tutored of the ‘old paths’ by the
grandchildren of the widow. He is also
blamed for causing divisions. Cracks and
division were not new to the BP
movement. Did not the children of the
widow cause this division? Finally, these
grandchildren of the widow, mouthing
loving platitudes took his seat, his pulpit,
his position and usurped all that the
prophet worked for day and night having
poured out his life ploughing, tilling and
sowing, the fruit of which is seen today. It
is unconscionable to fill his shoes in these
circumstances by those born yesterday.
Instead of accepting Rev Tow’s
resignation, shouldn’t those who disagreed
with him tender their resignation and left
with all their supporters to start their own
movement? Where is the pride and respect
in ousting the founder of this movement in
these circumstances? It wouldn’t be too

Forbearance is to refrain from calling
those VPP brethren heretics and to be
tolerant as they must tolerate your view
and to bear up one another not demonize
the other as heretics. Well now, where is
this application in Life BPC leadership?
Not walking the talk is shameful
hypocrisy. With regard to FEBC you
wrote in your article, ‘...the mouth of
heretics must be stopped. To allow them
continued freedom to promote heresy
within our Church Sanctuary is to make us
bear part of the blame for the grievous
damage it is causing to the body of
Christ.’ Whatever happened ‘... to men
of good character and principles
differing’ about this view of the Bible?

You have demanded that the VPPist
stop propagating their view and ‘return to
the truth.’ Why is your theory of divine
preservation superior and does your truth
mean your theory in this matter?

To threaten legal action against FEBC
re the request to use the ‘sanctuary’ for
night study classes is the breach of your
own Life church’s clear statement. The
Bible College is the conjoined twin of the
Church complex Rev Tow pioneered and
pastored over 50 years. You may want to
counsel your people not to attend the
FEBC classes in the ‘sanctuary’ but
forebear the FEBC brethren its use of it
for you have no moral right to it. The very
presence of FEBC in close quarters with
the Church sanctuary ought to be the
testimony to the forbearance you
eloquently spelt out but fail to honor. This
is indefensible and ungodly.

Why is your theory of an imperfect
Bible not heretical and the theory of a
perfect Bible heretical? The VPP view of
Scripture is a logical flow of VPI as
understood by its proponents. One can
easily refer to many bible texts to support

late for this to happen. That would be a
decent thing to do. This will not heal until
this is done.

He is given ‘asylum’ in his own
quarters where he lived since it was built.
It is indeed sad to imagine what goes
through the mind of this man of God as he
trudges the corridors of memories of his
brighter days. Every brick in the complex is
a testimony to his legacy. The deep hurt in
the heart of this lovely man at this last
phase of his earthly pilgrimage is too
painful to envisage. His heart was one with
the Kingdom. His strengths soars great
heights than his weaknesses. I have never
admired a man more than him for his
zeal for the Lord. Now demolished and
diminished in his frail years is a crying
shame. How can this happen to such a
man? When he is called home will the
school of prophets he founded be evicted
by the grandsons of the widow of
Zeraphath? History repeats itself. The
movement has become a monument.
Memories are short lived and gratitude is a
scarce virtue. Real honor is given to those
who are still living not useless eulogies
thrown at a cold still body. I hope the
widow and the school of prophets are
brought together to continue the work of
the man who is the movement. That would
be a balm for a frail man of God while he is
still alive at the close of his journey. I do
love him and may the Lord commend him
and embrace him when the day appointed
for him dawns in paradise.

Brutus Balan
11 January 2008
Hobart, Tasmania

***************

Let It be Known
Let it be known what one of the deacons

of the Life BPC session wrote in an email
recently:

the VPP view even though the reality on
earth is problematic. Many good men,
eminent bibliologists and Bible seminaries
differed and still differ over these views.
All readers of theology must accept this
reality of dispute without labeling one
another as heretics. One may ask, if your
theory of a Bible-with-errors is true, where
is your Scriptural support for a ‘holey
Bible’? Where is your ‘true exposition’ of
the ‘truth’ for it? Without Scriptural
support your view is nothing but a theory
too. Your theory of ‘Divine Providential
Preservation’ does not produce a ‘perfect
copy’ of the originals giving absolute
certainty but only ‘maximum certainty’ and
reliability. Words, words, words! It is
gobbledygook to the nonplussed saint in the
pew. We have problems with explaining
what it means by ‘kept pure’; providence
not miraculous; maximum certainty; ‘fully
reliable;’ ‘singular care’; etc, etc. Why the
maximum certainty of one’s theory if
we are still searching for a common
explanation? Can others charge you with
heresy for this view? Is this not a human
theory by conjecture? The unbelievable
arrogance to damn the VPP as a heretical
theory and not see the blinding log in
one’s own indefensible theological eye is
malicious. All camps must have humility of
heart in this mammoth task of explaining
this subject.

Being dogmatic about the errorless
original autographs is bleeding the obvious.
The biased statement by the eleven BP
pastors did not refer to the VPP stand as
heresy but that it is ‘schismatic’. Rev Quek
Kiok Chiang in his statement to you says
he doesn’t see any ‘main contradiction’
between the BP Constitution and the VPP
view but did not call it heresy. Life BPC’s
Constitution as pointed out earlier states
that it should not be “DISCRIMINATED”
against. You have taken a quantum leap
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from ‘untenable’ to ‘heresy’? You seem to
stand all alone with a personal agenda and
mission to diminish Rev Tow and defame
FEBC.

The perfect and the not-so-perfect
Bible theological positions are one of faith
and fact. It is not simply a matter of
biblical exposition. If it were so clear-cut
to the Church of God this would have been
an undeniable fundamental doctrine today.
Since time immemorial, saints and
scholars alike have wondered and
pondered over this issue. Church fathers
left it standing in broad statements of faith
for the future generation of scholars
to research. Other than the body of
fundamental truths (sound doctrines),
there are many other interpretations of
theology that we all differ with happily.
Are these brethren a pack of ravenous
wolves out to destroy and devour? On the
non-fundamentals we may even consider
some views loosely as ‘heretical’. But
what unites all the beloved of the Lord is
the fundamentals of the faith. Don’t we
share the pulpit with those of the deferring
views? We should respect the differences
and raise the common truths.

Differences in theology over the
centuries have caused divisions among
good people. These divisions among
fundamental brethren have birthed new
denominations. Multiplication by design
or theological division is not really a bad
thing. They have all grown and are
fulfilling the Great Commission. Groups
that were once branded heretics are today
fellow brethren. History records that good
‘Bereans’ of faith were often called by
established churches as heretics because of
‘new’ truths. The fear of the ‘new’ is the
fear of a new horizon and many fail to sail
beyond the familiarity. Much precious
truths are undiscovered lest labeled,

heretic. Many fear to query, lest he is
shouted down. Theology suffers for the fear
of the ‘new’. There is a numbing silence in
the pew.

Quoting ad nauseam other men of old
doesn’t make a hollow argument a fact.
These men grappled with the issues of their
time and we must with ours. The
Reformation did not start and stop with
Luther and Calvin. It has moved on from
these two men to the eminent theologians
of our time. Theology is dynamic, not
static. So new understanding of old truths is
not heresy if it can be defended among
peers. ‘New in theology’ is not necessarily
bad theology. VPP is much more than 77
years old and that’s a long time. Regardless
of its source, we must be cautious not to
throw the baby with the bath water. Truth
stands on its own. Truth is not a human
product to own. Truth is always discovered,
sometimes through study and other
times through controversy. Controversies,
divisions, renewals and new works will
continue till Jesus returns. Let’s all get used
to it.

The most unkindest and sinister of all is
the attempt to rewrite the pages of Life
BPC history. The Lord has blessed Life
BPC and FEBC for the faithful undivided
heart of one man, Timothy Tow. He has
never wavered in his fervor even in his frail
years. When the foundations for the
sanctuary were laid, he was there. When
the palm trees were planted he saw them
grow. When the church bell first tolled he
was there to hear it. His footsteps have
greeted every grain of gravel around the
Gilstead complex. It is a robbery to write
off a man of his spiritual right to his labor.
Unkind and unloving words are said about
him now even by those who were blessed
on account of him. Mouths that praised him
now raze him. Hear the words of one

Unroll your own banner. Unfurl your
own flag on the tower. Ring the Bell.
Raise your anthem. And let everyone
sing your praise. Let 57 years pass God
willing, and then you will know the pain
you have caused him.

Don’t rob Rev. Tow his name and
legacy. You have no moral right to it. You
have no spiritual right to it. You have
turned even those who have known him for
so long against him. Now every one in your
session thinks they are smarter, more
spiritual and superior scholar of the Word
than this man of God. May the Lord
quicken your conscience and give wisdom
to do the right thing.

Your brother in Christ,

Brutus Balan.
Hobart, TASMANIA
Australia
17 January 2008

*****

My Lament

My heart laments for the hurt that has
filled the heart of a wonderful man of God
over this issue. At this last mile of his
sojourn on earth to be treated as a deviant
or even a heretic over this issue is
intolerable indeed. Over the years, Rev.
Timothy Tow has always compared the
FEBC with the Prophet Elijah and the
school of prophets, and the Life BPC as the
woman of Zeraphath. The prophetical
institution is to prepare the prophets to
proclaim the Gospel and the Life BPC to
provide for the prophets. He was both the
pastor of the provider and the principal
prophet of the prophetic institution.
Founded both as a bulwark against
modernism with divine ‘anointing’. Right
or wrong, he created resting places in every
nook and corner in the Gilstead complex, to
house a stranger, a sojourner. He founded a

4 5

deacon of Life BPC in a recent email:

“He is not the founder of Life BPC,
God is”. (My mother didn’t give birth to
me, God did?); “He is not the pope.” (No!
He did preach HOPE); “He is not a
legend.” (He is leaving behind for you a
legacy); “He is a well respected leader
used by God in the past.” (He is still a
man of great reverence, used of God in the
present); “We did not wish him to resign.”
(How can he stay with many words
unkind?); “He taught me many things ...
but now, I am very clear” (He taught me
so well and now I am his teacher?); “We
all loved him dearly.” (But not deep
enough to stand up for him and ‘loved’
in the past tense?). “I was totally

disappointed.” (Why didn’t you stand with
the appointed?); He “is splitting churches,
stumbling the weaker ones.” (God have
mercy on you, O you foolish of heart!);
“But now, I am clear...I have to separate
the sin from the sinner.” (The final
declaration: Timothy Tow a heretic, a
‘sinner’?)

Signed as, “His unworthy servant.”
(You are unworthy of His servant, Timothy
Tow).

Charles you have misled your people
feeding them with not pasture but smug
spirituality. And why is there so much of
bad blood between holy brethren of the
same faith? Now who caused this discord
and controversy? How big is your stone?
Is there absolute clear conscience to cast
it?

Want to know the grief in the heart of
the man you deposed? Leave with your
session and all who would follow you.
Start your own movement. Lay your
own foundation. Build on it your own
sanctuary. Build a wall around it and
call it your bulwark against heresy.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Feb 4 – 10, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Job
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

WED 7.45 pm No Ladies Fellowship Meeting
THU 7.30 pm No FEBC Night Class
FRI 8.00 pm No Prayer Meeting
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Feb 9, 08, at 3.30 pm in the
home of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole
Crescent. Message: “Christian Friendship” by
Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Contact Herbert at
94377715 for details.
Catechism Class for all who are seeking
baptism, reaffirmation of faith, transfer of
membership. Class meets in Room 810 from
9.15 am – 10.15 am, Jan 6–Mar 16, 08.
Teacher: Rev Stephen Khoo.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and
strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$10,383; USD1
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; BCEA
(Tanzania) $8,000; Gethsemane BPC $500;
Marilyn Nanta (Kuching) $50; Wendy Teng $100;
FEBC Scholarship $100; FEBC $2,000, $150
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$21,483; USD1
Church Building Fund $1,250, $1,250, $200, $160
Total: S$707,071.27; USD500

Sunday School Offering: $413.00

Verse for the Week: By mercy and truth iniquity is
purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart
from evil. Prov 16:6

Mon night class is held at the Far Eastern Bible
College, 9A Gilstead Road.

Brisbane BPC will hold its 1st Anniversary
Thanksgiving Service on the Lord’s Day, March
16, 2008. True Lifers planning to go for the
anniversary service can write to Rev Hien
(hientrangng@optusnet.com.au) for information.
Speaker: Eld Dr Boaz Boon.

Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking
in Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.”
Speaker: Rev John MacKenzie.
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1
Samuel under Elder Joseph, 9.15 am – 10.15 am.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 32
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalms 42-43
Hymn No. 14
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 221
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text I Cor 12:4-28
Pastoral Prayer Rev Stephen Khoo
Sermon The Church and I

(Rev Stephen Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 419
Benediction Rev Stephen Khoo

Did God Write Only One Bible?
Jeffrey Khoo

The Board of Elders of Life BPC, in a
statement issued on January 25, 2008, accused me
of misrepresenting their pastors in my article
“Multiversions Onlyism” (http://www.febc.edu.sg/
VPP71.htm) which is a critique of Dr James D
Price’s book against the KJV-Only position, a book
the Rev Yap Beng Shin (pastor of Olivet BPC)
helped print and promote. (Note that the KJV-
Only position was upheld in Life BPC’s 50th

Anniversary Magazine [1950-2000], and the
Statement of Reconciliation of January 5, 2003
by its Board of Elders when the Rev Dr Timothy
Tow was still pastor of Life BPC.)

It is no secret that the Rev Charles Seet and the
Rev Colin Wong had publicly joined hands with
the Rev Yap Beng Shin and others to attack
the Biblical doctrine of the Verbal Plenary
Preservation (VPP) of the Scriptures, a doctrine (to
them a “heresy”) which seeks to defend the
KJV and its underlying texts/words (see
http://www.lifebpc.com/ourstand/stmtvpp.htm). In

my article, I simply stated the facts and
made the logical assumption, and not
without reason. (I hope they will write a
critique of Price’s pricy book to rid any
appearance of evil, for his book has
been promoted in Singapore, especially
in BP churches. Anyway, since I have
already done the work, why do they not
simply accept my critique but instead
criticise me for defending the KJV and
its underlying texts/words?)

Now, could this not be the reason?
The Rev Colin Wong, in his sermon—
“Did God Write Only One Bible?”—
preached at Life BPC on October 28,
2007, declared what is according to him
Life BPC’s position on the quality of
the manuscripts the KJV translators had
in their possession. In his sermon, he
said: “On this Reformation Sunday, I
would like to declare unto you what is
Life BP Church’s position on the
Word of God. Thus I have entitled my
message, ‘Did God Write Only One
Bible?’ …

“Since the translation of the KJV or
the Authorized Version of 1611 there
has been more concrete manuscript
evidence that is available today,
which is far superior to that which
was available to the King James
Version translators in 1611.”

Now, if the manuscripts today are
“far superior” to those of the KJV, how
then can Life BPC make the claim that
the KJV and its underlying texts are
“the best?” It just does not make sense!

Later in his sermon, the Rev Wong
criticised the Verbal Plenary
Preservation (VPP) of the Holy

Let God Be the Judge
To the session of Life BPC & Rev. C. Seet,

It is astonishing that you are hindering
the teaching of God’s word in God’s house,
particularly the night classes of FEBC in
Life BPC sanctuary. Is it not very wrong to
act against the Lord’s command, Mat. 28:19,
20?

Should you not partake in the extending
of God’s kingdom or are you playing the
role of landlords, prohibiting the use of
sanctuary for the teaching of God’s word?

In more than 50 years of Rev. Tow’s
ministry where both Life BPC and FEBC
found their birthplace in 9A Gilstead Road,
Rev. Tow has always lived a life of
simplicity, let the premises always open for
the sake of the Gospel.

Are you now the landlords of the
premises, exercising power to prohibit the
use of the sanctuary for the teaching of
God’s word? Is not God’s house and the

sanctuary for the purpose of teaching and
preaching of God’s word for His glory. That’s
what we are called for, aren’t we?

Let God be the judge of the accusation of
schism, heresy you have made on FEBC. God
have mercy upon us all. I John 1:8-10.
Sincerely yours,
Linda P. Kwee-Harlim
FEBC graduate 1975

Life BPC’s Call for FEBC to Relocate and
FEBC’s Request for Beulah House
Enclosed with today’s weekly are Life

BPC’s letter (dated July 17, 2007) seeking for
FEBC’s relocation to some other premises on
terms to be agreed, and FEBC’s proposal
(dated August 3, 2007) for relocation to Beulah
House. Please pray for a just and equitable
resolution. “Remove not the ancient
landmark, which thy fathers have set” (Prov
22:28). “Cursed be he that removeth his
neighbour’s landmark. And all the people
shall say, Amen” (Deut 27:17).



Scriptures, and FEBC’s defence of the good
old Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek words on
which the AV/KJV is based, and claimed he is
backed by the Trinitarian Bible Society (TBS):
“…[T]he Trinitarian Bible Society and
many other faithful and truthful Bible
scholars do not hold or support the VPP
position. Mr A J Brown of the Trinitarian
Bible Society said and I spent many hours
with the staff there when I was in London
ministering there. …”

I wrote to the Rev Malcolm Watts, Mr D P
Rowland, and Mr David Larlham, officers of
the TBS, for clarification concerning Rev
Wong’s view of the “manuscript evidence” and
“Mr A J Brown” quoting his words above.
Mr David Larlham, the Assistant General
Secretary of TBS, was very kind to reply, and I
quote him in full:

“Thank you for your e-mail of 29th October
about the Rev. Colin Wong’s sermon ‘Did God
Write Only One Bible?’. I am sorry it has
taken us a while to respond. As you have
written to probably the three busiest men
within TBS, we regret to say that we have not
had the opportunity to listen to the sermon you
mention. I think it must be acknowledged that
we are unlikely to find the opportunity for
some time to come, in the midst of all the other
more pressing duties that lie upon us.

“While it would be unfair to comment in
any detail upon Mr Wong’s message without
hearing it, I can state unequivocally on
behalf of the Society that the views you say
that Mr Wong expressed concerning the
manuscripts available to the translators of
the English Authorised Version in 1611 are
most definitely not those of TBS.

“Whereas Dr David Allen, our current
senior Deputation Speaker, most consistently
upholds and articulates the views held by the
General Committee of the Society, we would
suggest that neither you nor the Rev. Wong
should place any such reliance upon the
comments of Mr Andrew Brown going back
around 20 years.

“I trust that your ‘deep concerns’ are
allayed. From a careful perusal of our current
publications, our web site, and our Statement

of Doctrine of Holy Scripture and Word List, it
ought to be obvious where the Society stands,
and historically has always stood, on such
matters. Where any member of staff or
representative may have deviated from those
views, they had no mandate to do so and no
heed should be paid to any such statements.”

Readers ought to note that Mr A J Brown,
former editorial secretary of the TBS, was
quoted not only by the Rev Colin Wong,
but also Life BPC’s “Godly Path” paper
(http://www.lifebpc.com/ourstand/godlypath.
htm), and Calvary Jurong’s Anti-VPP paper
(http://www.truth.sg/response/caljurong.htm)
to discredit FEBC and its defence of the KJV
and its underlying texts or words.

I am thus heartened to know that TBS does
not encourage placing a reliance on Mr A J
Brown’s views as expressed in 1984, and am
particularly delighted by TBS’s excellent
critique of the NKJV as published in
their Quarterly Record, October-December
2007 (http://www.trinitarianbiblesociety.org).
I would also recommend Dr David
Allen’s excellent lecture on the Special
Providential Preservation of the Word of
God (http://www.bible-sermons.org.uk/audio-
sermons/767-special-providential-preservation-
of-the-word-of-god).

Does the Board of Elders of Life BPC
stand with the TBS on the superiority of
KJV and its underlying texts, and reject the
modern corrupt versions including the
NKJV? If they do, then are we not on the
same page? If not, then it is they who are
schismatic, not us. Let us not play into the
hands of Satan, the false accuser, who seeks
to divide and conquer. Both Life BPC and
FEBC would only stand to lose if we do not
regroup to fight the good fight of faith to the
glory of God. (Are they not obliged to keep
Article 6 of the Life BPC Constitution on
Biblical Separation?) Let us therefore follow
the lead of our founding pastor—the Rev Dr
Timothy Tow—by taking a separatist stand
for the KJV, against Westcott and Hort and
the modern versions, on the basis of truth,
earnestly contending for the once-for-all-
settled faith based on the sole and supreme

authority of the forever infallible and
inerrant words of God in these last days of
apostasy and compromise (Jude 3, Matt
5:18, 24:35). “For we can do nothing against
the truth, but for the truth” (2 Cor 13:8).
Stop Press: Read insert, “Clarification of
Confession,” by Brutus Balan in response to
latest statements by the Life BOE published in
their Jan 27, 08 weekly and found in their
website (http://www.lifebpc.com).

A Letter of Appreciation from USA
“As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good

news from a far country” (Prov 25:25)

Dear Dr. Timothy Tow,

Greetings in the Name of our Precious
Lord.

I met you in Singapore in June 2005 in
your apartment, where you received me with
great kindness and courtesy. As I am a member
of the Free Presbyterian denomination, I recall
we discussed your visit to Dr Paisley’s Church
in N. Ireland and your Chinese education.

I have recently received reports from your
beloved nation from Dr. Tow Siang Hwa and
Dr. Jeffrey Khoo, as to the state of your health
and unwarranted attacks on your character and
reputation by former workers in the Lord.

These things, especially the latter, have
grieved me as a longstanding friend and
admirer of the BP Movement and your books
in particular. Whatever the difference between
the brethren in Singapore BP Movement on the
textual issue, nothing warrants describing your
position as “heretical,” with the implication
that the Founder of the BPC Movement is a
“heretic.” I am, therefore, writing to place on
record my appreciation for your life and
ministry and encourage you in the Lord at this
difficult and troubled hour in your pilgrimage.

When I was working in England as a
lawyer (1999-2003), I came across your books
on the Singapore Revival and in particular on
the life of John Sung. The Lord stirred my
heart from the Word of God and through these
providential writings to resign my job and go
to China as a missionary. After I married my
Singapore Chinese wife, we went to China in

2005, where God blessed us with a precious
number of young converts at the university
there. One of the great battles we faced in
China was the BJU graduates working
alongside us who constantly attacked our
beloved KJV and promoted liberal Bible
versions, as well as alcohol drinking, dancing
etc. Providential circumstances then led us to
go to the USA in 2006 to study for a doctorate
in Theology, where we are today.

The brethren of a Free Presbyterian Church
have recently sent a donation of some S$3,000
to myself to use in China. Your brother, Dr
Tow Siang Hwa has graciously agreed to use it
for the printing of the new Textus Receptus
based Chinese Bible translation. As you are
aware, both our respective churches stand
firmly against all perverted and ecumenical
Critical texts that undermine our respect for the
Bible Version that God has honoured and
preserved for the English Speaking world.
Indeed, my father, who pastors a Free
Presbyterian Church in London, England, is a
newly selected Committee member of the
Trinitarian Bible Society.

Our hope and our prayers are with you at
this critical time in your life. I have asked the
students to pray for you in your time of
sickness here at Foundations.

May God richly bless you and preserve you
for the battles ahead for our Common
Reformed Faith. I hope and pray these few
words will encourage your soul, as we seek to
lift the Blood Stained Banner of the Cross high
in these days of almost global apostasy
and compromise as we await the final
establishment of the true Kingdom here on
earth.

In Christ
Paul Ferguson
Foundations Theological Seminary
Dunn, NC, USA, 20 January 2008
3Jn 1:2 Beloved, I wish above all things that
thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as
thy soul prospereth.

Php 4:1 Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved
and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand
fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Feb 11 – 17, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Job
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Hermeneutics

(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 2.30 pm YPF 4th Anniversary
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Young People’s Fellowship 4th Anniversary
will be held at the RELC, Level 6, Paterson
Room (Room 602) this Sat (Feb 16, 08) at
2.30 pm. Speaker: Rev Stephen Khoo. Contact
Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking
in Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.”
Speaker: Rev John MacKenzie.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$11,421; RM5
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $500, $200; Rev &
Mrs Tow $500; Rev Stephen Khoo $200; Rev Ronny
Khoo $300; Rev Hien (Brisbane) $200 (FBF); Marilyn
Nanta (Kuching) $200 (FBF); Church Choir $500;
Youth Choir $250; Children’s Choir $250; Barnabas
Yap & family $100; Wendy Teng $800, $200; FEBC
Students $50; FEBC Scholarship $400, $150, $100;
FEBC $1,000, $400; Any area of need $2,000
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$19,721; RM5
Church Building Fund $1,000, $600, $200, $200,
$200, $100, $100 Total: S$709,471.27; USD500

Sunday School Offering: $478.00

Verse for the Week: When a man’s ways please the
LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with
him. Prov 16:7

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far Eastern
Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.

Brisbane BPC will hold its 1st Anniversary
Thanksgiving Service on the Lord’s Day, Mar 16, 08.
True Lifers planning to go for the anniversary service
can write to Rev Hien (hientrangng@optusnet.com.au)
for information. Speaker: Eld Dr Boaz Boon.

Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 490
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 22
Hymn Lord Here I Take My Cross
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn Our Best
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Acts 5:17-29
Sermon Obeying God, Not Men

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 190 (Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Why Undertaking Not Undertaken
Jeffrey Khoo

We do respect the right of the Life Bible-
Presbyterian Church (Life BPC) Board of Elders
(BOE) to believe what they want to believe, and to
propagate their beliefs. They are also free to
criticise Verbal Plenary Preservation (VPP) and
Far Eastern Bible College (FEBC), but it is only
fair that we be granted the right of reply or rebuttal.
Let it be known that FEBC, as an autonomous
institution, is under no obligation to sign an
undertaking demanded by the Life BOE not to
teach VPP. Nevertheless, we are not averse to
respecting the position of the Life BOE if it is a
biblical and truthful one. But before we can make a
statement on whether their position is acceptable or
not, we need to be very sure, for conscience’s sake,
what their position is, that it be according to the
Truth as laid down in the Bible, in history and in
their constitution (especially article 4.2.1, and
article 6). It is vital today to know what is meant by
what is said because many today say yes when they
mean no, and vice versa. So, in our October 24,

2007 letter to the BOE of Life BPC (in
reply to theirs dated October 5, 2007
concerning the use of the sanctuary for
night classes), we posed a number of
reasonable questions to ascertain the
meaning/intent of their 2004 statement on
preservation.

Up till now, they have yet to answer
those 12 relevant questions. Why are they
so fearful of those questions if their
position is so right and ours so wrong?
What have they got to hide? Why will not
the Board of Elders of Life BPC sit with
the Board of Directors of FEBC to
discuss doctrinal matters in a spirit of
truth and love with the Holy Scriptures as
our supreme and final authority? Why
was such a meeting between Life BPC
elders and FEBC faculty cancelled by the
former at the last minute back in 2003
when the Rev Dr Timothy Tow was still
their pastor? Our Lord has warned, “And
this is the condemnation, that light is
come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their
deeds were evil. For every one that doeth
evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the
light, lest his deeds should be reproved.
But he that doeth truth cometh to the
light, that his deeds may be made
manifest, that they are wrought in God”
(John 3:19-21).

What really puzzles me is this: The
Pastor and Elders of Life BPC say the
KJV is “the best” and its underlying text
is “the best.” But if this is the case, then
why are they attacking FEBC which is
doing its best to defend the KJV from its
attackers like BJU, Central Baptist
Seminary and James D Price who deny

Learning theology is the constant task of
teachers of the Word. The rusted on the
pew membership are mostly indifferent to
dry as dust theology. They mostly go by
what is presented to them as truth. But is
that the Berean truth?

The man who is the bastion in Gilstead
is now considered too old and weak to
stand on his own merit. He is thought of as
being manipulated. His so called ‘stipend’
which was refused (but still given as a love
gift but redirected by him to FEBC) and his
continued dwelling in the parsonage is
considered as charitableness, kindness
and grace shown by the new leadership of
Life BPC. Old ‘Joseph’ is already forgotten
and his history soon a mystery to the
young membership. Now this is the man
who is Mr. Bible Presbyterian and FEBC!
Life BPC was born by him there. FEBC
was born by him there. Who has the right
to continue there but his approved legacy,
the FEBC?

Again the challenge of the measure
of the leadership of Life BPC will be
to start on your own. That will be the

conscientious thing to do. I wonder how many
will follow you. Do you have the tenacity and the
godly zeal to work for your own harvest? It is
easy to cruise comfortably and speak loudly on
theology sitting on another man’s life-work.
The Far Eastern Bible College must remain in
Gilstead as its birth right. The Church sanctuary
must be the inalienable ministry of and for FEBC
as conceived by Rev. Timothy Tow.
Brutus Balan
Hobart, Tasmania, AUSTRALIA, 4 Feb 2008

“An Unconditional Written Undertaking”
for the Use of the Life Church Sanctuary

Enclosed with today’s weekly are the Life
BOE’s letter dated October 5, 2007 demanding
FEBC’s “written unconditional undertaking” not
to promote VPP in its night classes, and
our reply to them dated October 24, 2007
addressing important points of the VPP issue,
and raising relevant questions which they have
yet to answer till this day. We appreciate their
plea to bear true witness, and we urge them to
do likewise, to speak with a straight and not a
double tongue, “But let your communication be,
Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than
these cometh of evil” (Matt 5:37).



that the KJV and its underlying texts are the
best? Why do they think we are opposing them
when we are actually defending their beloved
Bible and its underlying texts? Why do they not
honour the VPP and KJV position their own
fathers (viz Timothy Tow and S H Tow) have
taken? Why do they shoot their own soldiers for
upholding and defending the KJV on the basis of
VPP which is the Bible and the Biblical authority
of the BP movement since the beginning? It just
does not make sense! Do they really love the
KJV as they say or do they have two loves? They
say Burgon and Hills, ICCC and TBS etc are for
them, and it is the position of the old BPC. The
old BPC was and is still led by the old guards—
Timothy Tow, Quek Kiok Chiang, S H Tow. Are
they for the modern versions, or only the KJV? If
the Pastor and Elders of Life BPC truly love the
KJV and say it is “the best,” why do they not
take a stand against certain American
fundamentalists, neo-evangelicals, ecumenists,
modernists, and agnostics who criticise the KJV
and support Westcott and Hort and the modern
versions? Who is departing from the “godly
path” here?

Their statement on preservation issued in
their 2004 ACM (Annual Congregational
Meeting) contained a most charitable declaration,
“However, for the sake of brotherly love and
harmony, we do not want to discriminate against
any persons who, on the grounds of their own
personal conviction, would choose to believe that
the texts or copies underlying the KJV are an
exact replica of the original autographs.” Our
question to them is: If you do not discriminate,
why then this letter of discrimination to forbid
FEBC to preach and teach what we believe to be
the truth, and ban FEBC from using the
sanctuary and now this threat to evict us from our
birthplace and home? The reason given by the
Life BOE in their January 5, 2008 statement is
that FEBC identifies those who deny VPI and/or
VPP as “Neo-evangelicals, Neo-fundamentalists,
Agnostics and Modernists.” Actually this is what
they, namely, Harold Ockenga, Thomas Pryde
III, Bart Ehrman, label themselves respectively.
Why are the leaders of Life BPC so upset with
me for calling a spade a spade? The Biblical duty

to warn by identifying the authors and
publishers of error is a godly ethos of the BP
faith. We have not departed from this godly
path our founding fathers have set for us.

It is very strange that the Life BOE should
be so upset that I have written critical reviews
of the following books which undermine the
KJV and promote the modern versions, viz,
From the Mind of God to the Mind of Man (see
http://www.wholesomewords.org/resources/
critique.html), One Bible Only? (http://
www.febc.edu.sg/VPP7.htm), God’s Word in
Our Hands (http://www.febc.edu.sg/VPP
14.htm), and King James Onlyism: A
New Sect (http://www.deanburgonsociety.org/
KJBible/multiversions.htm). Again, note that
these are books which attack the KJV—the
“Very Word of God”—which the Life BPC
Pastor and Elders claim to love and uphold.
Here, I am defending the KJV against those
who attack the KJV, but instead of being
commended, I am condemned as “a heretic”
for defending their beloved Bible. They warn
against bearing false witness, but calling us
“heretics” is true witness?

It is always the desire of the Rev Dr
Timothy Tow to pastor the church the Lord had
used him to found until the day the Lord calls
Him home. But in the years 2002-2003, he was
subjected to heavy criticisms by the majority of
his session with meetings ending late into the
night, and into the wee hours of the morning.
Not able to bear it any longer, he resigned as
pastor of Life BPC after serving her most
faithfully and sacrificially for 53 years to start
True Life BPC in October the same year, not
forsaking the flock as alleged. Read his
testimony in the very first weekly of True Life
BPC (see below or http://www.febc.edu.sg/
assets/weekly2004/weekly1.htm). Now, they
blame him—their founding pastor—for
allowing “the College to destroy the
‘landmarks’ of the Bible-Presbyterian
Movement” (their letter of January 5, 2008). Is
it not the right and privilege of the father, not
the children, to set the “landmarks” and even
new ones to strengthen old ones when
necessary? What moral right have the Pastor

Building His Kingdom, p.64; emphasis added).
(Bold emphasis and bracketed words mine).

So do FEBC! But the difference between your
PP position (Providential Preservation) and
FEBC’s VPP (Verbal Plenary Preservation of the
1611/RT) position is:

a. Your PP of the 1611/RT KJV Bible has
slight errors and therefore closest to the original
autographs.

b. FEBC’s VPP of the 1611/RT Bible has
absolutely no errors therefore the exact copy of
the originals.

According to your statement in, ‘Why we use
the King James Version’, “The more reliable
Majority text was multiplied and copied from
generation to generation, and the great majority
of existing manuscripts (about 99.44% of the
5,000 or so manuscripts) exhibit a faithful
reproduction of the true text.” So this accusation
of ‘heresy’ against FEBC for holding a perfect
VPP of the 1611/RT position is a minuscule
.56%? Is this the grounds for the legal threat
to evict FEBC?

Claiming the KJV to be the best is akin to
calling the 1611/RT as the best text. In other
words the KJV is the best because it is translated
from the 1611/RT. Life BPC champions the KJV
calling it the Word of God, etc. FEBC holds to a
similar view. It is inconsistent and hypocritical to
lampoon FEBC while championing the KJV and
continue its use in Life BPC. Why is it heretical if
FEBC believes by faith and logic born of Verbal
Plenary Inspiration that the Received Text
underlying the KJV as THE virtual copy of the
originals? They are stauncher on the RT based
KJV than you. All the other accusation against
FEBC is petty and is a lame excuse for mature
Christians to be so precious about.

Your statement in 8 November 2005, was a
fair and true expression of “...brotherly love and
harmony” in which you did not want to
“...discriminate against any persons who, on
grounds of their own personal conviction”
because, “...there are truths and forms with
respect to which men of good character and
principles may differ. And in all these, we think it
the duty both of private Christians and societies
to exercise mutual forbearance toward each
other." Now your attempt to wriggle out of
brotherly love and harmony by the deceptive use
of synonyms is a dishonest attempt to mislead
your membership. Dogmas are collective
personal convictions and without conviction is
nominalism.

A golden opportunity is lost to you and all
opposing BPC Churches in this important and
welcoming debate on the providential
preservation of Scriptures. To stagnate in
yesteryear’s understanding of fundamental
doctrines is dead theology. The Church of God
must be constantly looking for a better
understanding of all articles of faith. Have we
rightly divided the Word enough? Isn’t there
more to rethink, refresh, and research for a
better light on the sure matters of sound
doctrine? To engage our minds constantly on
theology is to appreciate the PEARL of great
price in its revealed glory. It is the task of a
theological institution to preoccupy in these
matters for the benefit of the Church.

The wonderful opportunity not entered into in
this debate to pit mind against mind in holy
interaction has impoverished the BP churches.
Iron sharpeneth iron so doth mind sharpeneth
other minds. When minds clash emotions may
rise and words fly crisp and brisk. But when truth
is the focus, all will end in making us better men.
Where is the Berean mind of a fair hearing and
searching? Even on the things we think we know
so well is full of ignorance. A man who doesn’t
change his mind is a fool. This debate has
sharpened my focus and God knows the ocean
of ignorance in me still. When the body will
prevail no longer, all will die ignorant still. But
blessed is the one who is less ignorant.

‘Reverend Tow has changed.’ ‘FEBC has
changed.’ ‘They do not hold to the VPI like
yesteryear.’ ‘Now they are VPI and VPP of the
1611-RT,’ so goes the rumble. To charge Rev.
Tow and FEBC of not adhering to a past
understanding of the VPI position only and
accuse of a heretical shift is phobic leadership.
Age is no barrier to thinking, and learning, and
the changing of mind. Who has not changed
views over the years? Only the dead do not
think. An argument stands or falls on its merits.
Debates are not always to defend an old position
but it is a door to a discovery of new light to
former views. All dogmas must be tested with an
open mind. In the end one may not buy all of it
but at the same time one will not remain
unchanged by it. Truth discovered because of it,
changes everyone in the end, thus profiting the
Church of God. Furthermore, why fear error,
when truth taught will win the day. Differing view
is a chance to refine and define truth. Truth
articulated will make even the ‘blind’ to see.
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However, for the sake of brotherly love and
harmony, we do not want to discriminate against
any persons who, on grounds of their own
personal conviction, would choose to believe
that the texts or copies underlying the KJV are
an exact replica of the original autographs. We
believe "there are truths and forms with respect
to which men of good character and principles
may differ. And in all these, we think it the duty
both of private Christians and societies to
exercise mutual forbearance toward each
other." (Article 5.5, Constitution of the Life Bible-
Presbyterian Church).
This was stated in the context of the teaching of
VPP by the Far Eastern Bible College (FEBC).
However, since then, it has become increasingly
evident that FEBC regards VPP not merely as
personal conviction, but as dogma and as
a touchstone of Christian fundamentalism.
Those who disagree on VPP are unkindly
branded by the college as Neo-Evangelicals,
Neo-Fundamentalists, Agnostics and
Modernists, and believing that the Bible has
many mistakes.” (Italics and emphasis mine),
(http://www.lifebpc.com/ourstand/stmtfaith.htm).

Is A Dogma Not A Personal Conviction?
1. The Chambers Dictionary defines the

noun DOGMA as:
A. A belief or principle laid down by an

authority as unquestionably true.
B. Such beliefs or principles in general.
2. The Chambers Thesaurus gives the

synonyms of DOGMA as:
Doctrine; Creed; Credo; Code (of belief);

Belief; Precept; Principle; Article (of faith); Tenet;
Teaching; Opinion; Maxim and CONVICTION.

To Charles Seet and Life BPC Session,

Your bizarre attempt to differentiate between
synonyms is symptomatic of how carnal and
careless the Life BPC leadership has become in
the unnecessary opposition of FEBC. All dogmas
are born out of personal convictions. Christian
denominations are the result of personal
convictions of kindred people assembling
together and stating their commonly held beliefs
as Biblical truths in creedal forms. Dogmas
written on paper are not impersonal doctrines in a
vacuum but rooted in the heart of its proponent.
All sound Biblical doctrines are induced and
deduced from Biblical texts and reduced to
doctrinal tenets for the purpose of common
creedal statements. That is a touchstone

and Elders of Life BPC to tell the Lord’s
anointed and their spiritual father who has
faithfully and sacrificially built God’s church
and college by his blood, sweat and tears for
over five decades that he is trespassing on “our
property?” Did they not say it is “God’s house”
or “God’s church” and not Rev Tow’s? How is
it now “our property”? To add insult to injury,
they now label him a heretic! Who has
changed? The Rev Dr Timothy Tow and FEBC
or the current leaders of Life BPC?

The Life BOE not only asks us to sign an
undertaking to “respect their position”
(October 5, 2007), they now require us to sign
an undertaking “not to teach and promote
VPP” (January 28, 2008). I wonder if they
know what they are saying. Are they telling us
that when we preach and teach from our
Hebrew and Greek Bibles (ie the Hebrew
Masoretic Text and the Greek Textus
Receptus), and from our English Bible (ie the
KJV which is a faithful and accurate
translation of its underlying texts), we cannot
say that we are teaching the “very Word of
God,” absolutely infallible, inerrant, 100%
perfect without any mistake? But they deny
that they are telling us to say the Bible has
mistakes! So, we say the Bible has no
mistakes—that is VPP! Why then do they tell
us not to teach VPP? Do they not want
Christians to believe that the Bible we have
today is 100% perfect, without any mistakes?
Do they not say in Life BPC that the KJV is
the “very Word of God” and “without
mistakes?” If the KJV is the “very (ie 100%)
Word of God” and “without mistakes” because
it is “the best” (ie most faithful and accurate)
translation of “the best” (ie infallible and
inerrant Hebrew and Greek texts/words), then
is that not VPP? If we cannot say that the Bible
we have today is infallible and inerrant, we
might as well stop preaching the Gospel, for
what Gospel can we preach if we cannot say
our Bible is 100% perfect without any
mistakes? Why then do they want to stop us
from teaching VPP, the Bible we have in our
hands is infallible and inerrant, without any
mistakes? Their words and actions do not

fundamental to faith. To have a personal
conviction contrary to the collective creedal
statements of a Church or an institution is to
break its unity. Christian dogmatics is the
studied convictions of persons. You cannot
divorce dogmas from personal convictions. It
is a matter of conscience not hypocritical
convenience. Confession without conscience is
profession without conviction. All fundamental
DOGMAS are a PUBLIC PRESENTATION
of COLLECTIVE CONVICTION born of
PERSONAL CONVICTIONS.

FEBC has the right to regard Verbal
Plenary Preservation of the originals in the
Received Text “...on grounds of their own
(collective) personal conviction” “that the texts
or copies underlying the KJV are an exact
replica of the original autographs.” Others may
not accept the restored view of the 1611/RT as
the perfect copy of the originals, BUT IT IS
NOT HERESY. No fundamental tenet is
denied. You have not established what this
heresy is and mantric repetition of the word
‘heresy’ is deliberate deception. FEBC and Life
BPC since it’s founding by Rev Tow and under
his pastorate upheld the Received Text and
the KJV. And so did the other daughter BP
churches. Do not forget, this stand is not new
but was a position held by Rev Tow since the
beginning of the LIFE BP which you ignored
in your statement without even mentioning
his name. Rewriting history again? In your
statement, ‘Why we use the King James
Version’, (www.lifefebc.com/ourstand/whykjv.
htm), this is how you championed it:

“For the past 55 years, Life B-P Church
(under the pastoral leadership of the founding
father Rev. Timothy Tow) has been upholding
the use of the KJV because we believe that it
is the best English translation of the
Scriptures, made by godly translators
from the best Greek and Hebrew texts. The
KJV will continue to be used for all ministries
of Life B-P Church and for our members’ use.

Our doctrinal position with regard to the
Word of God and the KJV Bible is as follows:
“We do believe that the Hebrew and Greek
texts that were used for the King James
Version of the English Bible (KJV) were
providentially preserved by God and
are therefore closest to the original
autographs of the Bible.” (In the Golden
Jubilee magazine, October 2000, 50 Years

agree. It is very confusing, and creates a lot of
doubts and questions.

They say we can freely use the premises at
Gilstead Road (which is, by the way, our
birthplace and home) only if we give them a
written undertaking not to confess VPP. This is
no different from the devil tempting Jesus, “All
these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall
down and worship me” (Matt 4:9). Why do they
afflict and tempt FEBC like this? As far as we
are concerned, we can only respond with the
verbally and plenarily inspired/preserved words
of Jesus, “Get thee hence, Satan: for it is
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God,
and him only shalt thou serve” (Matt 4:10). God
forbid that we sell our souls to the devil by
denying the present perfection of the Holy
Scriptures (Matt 4:4, 5:18, 24:35). Now, this is
not to say they are devils or reprobates for only
God can tell and judge the hearts of men for
sure (cf Matt 16:23), though given enough time,
one might be able to tell or discern by the fruits
produced (Matt 7:15-20). “But, beloved, we are
persuaded better things of you, and things that
accompany salvation, though we thus speak”
(Heb 6:9).

The Life BOE has taken over Beulah House
at 10 Gilstead Road which was originally meant
for FEBC. Now, they threaten to take over
FEBC’s birthplace and home on the other side
of Gilstead. Are such actions just and fair,
peaceable and reasonable? Not only is Life BPC
the life-blood of their founding pastor—
Timothy Tow—the Lord’s anointed, substantial
sums have also been given by FEBC, her
students and supporters to acquire and build the
properties at 9, 9A, and 10 Gilstead Road. Two
passages from the Holy Scriptures come to
mind: the command against removing property
landmarks which God has laid for His people by
the hand of their fathers, “Remove not the
ancient landmark, which thy fathers have
set” (Prov 22:28), and its consequent warning,
“Cursed be he that removeth his neighbour’s
landmark. And all the people shall say,
Amen” (Deut 27:17).

Here is another command and warning from
God to cease and desist from maligning the Rev
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Dr Timothy Tow and FEBC by calling us
“heretics,” breaking the ninth commandment
(Exod 20:16). “Touch not mine anointed, and
do my prophets no harm” (1 Chron 16:22),
“for who can stretch forth his hand against
the LORD’s anointed, and be guiltless?” (1
Sam 26:9).

FEBC has always been an independent
institution free from ecclesiastical control and
governed solely by its duly elected Board of
Directors. This is recorded for posterity in the
history books of Life BPC and FEBC. Life BPC
and FEBC are married together by the promised
land at 9 and 9A Gilstead Road as well as Beulah
House, 10 Gilstead Road. “Beulah” by the way
means “married.” The property landmarks on
both sides of Gilstead Road are undeniably
God’s gracious gifts to both church and college
to inherit and possess from the beginning. We do
not believe in a divorce. FEBC cannot deny the
present perfection of the Holy Scriptures without
any mistake. Neither would FEBC deny the right
of the leaders of Life BPC to believe and
promote what they want to their congregation.
Freedom of faith and freedom of speech are
principles upheld and respected by any civilised
society. Despite the doctrinal differences, both
sides can still live peaceably together on the
basis of Christian love and kindness. FEBC also
prays to our Almighty God for “an amicable
resolution” but not one based on intolerance,
false accusations and threats, but one that is
based on truth, justice and equity. “The fear of
the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov
9:10).

With many tears I have prayed the prayer of
Luther, “O God, my God, be with me and protect
me against my enemies of the world. Thou must
do it, Thou alone, for in me is no strength. It is
thy cause, O God, not mine. On thee I rely, not
on man, for that would be in vain. O God, dost
Thou not hear? Do not hide thy face from me.
Thou hast called me, now be my stay. I ask it in
the Name of thy Son, Jesus Christ, my protector,
my shield and my defence.” On April 18, 1521,
Luther was ordered by the Diet of Worms to
retract all his doctrines and writings disapproved
by the Church. He replied, “Unless I am

convinced by testimonies of the Scriptures or
by clear arguments that I am in error—for
popes and councils have often erred and
contradicted themselves—I cannot withdraw,
for I am subject to the Scriptures I have quoted;
my conscience is captive to the Word of God. It
is unsafe and dangerous to do anything against
one’s conscience. Here I stand; I cannot do
otherwise. So help me God.”

We stand by the biblical doctrine of the
verbal and plenary preservation of the Holy
Scriptures, that every book, every chapter,
every verse, every word, every syllable, every
letter of God’s verbally and plenarily inspired
Word in the original languages has been
preserved exact and intact in the Hebrew
Masoretic Text and the Greek Textus Receptus
on which the Authorised or King James
Version is based, our sole and supreme
authority of faith and practice. We stand by our
biblical right and birthright to possess and use
9, 9A, and 10 Gilstead Road which is our
inheritance from the Lord through the hand of
His anointed—our founding father, the Rev Dr
Timothy Tow—on the basis of divine law and
justice. VPP is not “heresy,” and we are not
“tenants.” May the Lord our God who is our
Perfect Judge, by means of His Perfect Law,
deliver us from evil and error!

Pastor Tow’s Truthful Answer
The Board of Elders of Life B-P Church, in

“A Statement from the Board of Elders on the
Relations of Life B-P Church with Far Eastern
Bible College” dated January 25, 2008, made
this objection, “We have been portrayed as
rebels who ousted Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow and
caused the church to split. The truth is that our
founding pastor tendered his resignation on 24
August 2003 and left to start True Life B-P
Church.”

We hereby reproduce the testimony of
our founding pastor—Timothy Tow—on the
circumstances which led to his resignation from
Life BPC to start the FEBC Worship Service
(now True Life B-P Church) as published in its
very first weekly bulletin dated October
5, 2003 (http://www.febc.edu.sg/assets/weekly
2004/weekly1.htm):

personal preference. What’s wrong by saying “Is
the Preservation of Scripture a Doctrine Worth
Dying For?” To comment such a question for
terrorism is malicious.

4. Since 1997, we have been paying tax on
the unauthorized structures I have constructed
at the back of our church under pressure for
more living rooms. Now they are all taken down
to the happy satisfaction of the authorities. Apart
from allowing one unauthorised long open shed,
three rooms attached to it are also permitted,
shows the compassion of our Government. To
state that I threatened to resign if these
structures were removed is the first time I’m
made aware of! And where is the shame I have
brought to our Saviour’s name?

5. The complaint that the ministry of
hospitality of Beulah hitherto exercised by me
with meticulous care of church warden Yiew
Pong Sen is wrong because some are non-
Christians. But the Bible in Psalm 84 says
unclean birds like sparrows and swallows have
found a nest in God’s House proves we are
right. Our giving them a place at Beulah is to
bring them to church and our Saviour. I have
personally baptized four, three from Communist
China and one Malaysian and three Chinese
relatives by Calvary (Mandarin). I have been
deprived of this sacred duty now, as in other
areas, to my dismay.

6. FEBC was established in 1962 under
British Law which has given us wide freedom in
exemption from Registration. For 42 years no
one has bothered us. FEBC is not under Life
Church and it has its own Directors under Dr
(Eld) Tow Siang Yeow.

Finally, following our Lord’s Example, Lk.
4:25-32 and Matt. 13:57, 58 we are worshipping
at RELC 10.30 this morning. We say the sheep
will come along, not forsaking them.

God be with you. Good-bye.

***************

Dogmas and Doctrines, Creeds and
Convictions

Curiouser and Curiouser
Re: ‘A Statement from the Board of Elders on

the Relations of Life B-P Church with Far
Eastern Bible College’ (25 Jan. 2008).

“In a statement that was made on 8
November 2005, the Board of Elders had
declared:
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Response to “Summary of Facts”
Relating to August 2003 Session Meeting

and Other Issues by Rev Timothy Tow
My truthful answer to Session’s release of

the Summary of Facts enumerated according
to the numbering in the “Summary”.

2. At the August Session Meeting (20
August 2003), I was lambasted for one and a
half hour by opposing elders and deacons
mostly for not restraining Dr Jeffrey Khoo from
publishing his new booklet KJV Q&A and not
sticking to the terms of Reconciliation. As it is a
universal law that there must be freedom of
speech and freedom of religion, I have no right
to bind him. Moreover, there were no such
restrictive terms to silence anyone in the
Statement of Reconciliation. In view of the fact
that both sides have agreed that the KJV is the
very Word of God and fully reliable, his plea
that we have a 100% Preserved Word should
be quite acceptable. I was taken to task on
many other issues including my preaching that
Eld. Han Soon Juan protested, “You people are
putting Pastor on trial” and he walked out. It
was so unbearable to me that I tendered my
resignation, three times, not preplanned as
declared by Rev Charles Seet.

3a. I never used the pulpit to attack any
church member. This it is alleged relates to my
message on 27 July 2003 at the 10.30 am
service. I am said to have chastised a YAF
member because of an email to all pastors. As
the YAFer did not like my sermons she would
switch to the 8am service. I wished her well to
hear especially the two assistant pastors. But I
am accused of being “unbiblical” as it goes
against the parable taught by Jesus that a true
shepherd will leave his 99 to look for the lost
sheep. The YAF member now has two better
pastors to feed her, how is she lost? The
reason why I referred to her was her query
about my preaching at Christmas/Easter where
more non-believers would come. Should I still
preach? I answered I specially appealed to
non-believers to receive Christ at the 2002
Christmas Service. I called it an annual
amnesty offer to them to prove I am concerned
about non-believers at Christmas or Easter.

3b. The double-talk of an elder who does
not hold to the Perfect Bible view, yet saying
that he doesn’t say there are any mistakes now
accuses certain FEBC lecturers of teaching a
Perfect Bible as dogma. We agree either as
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(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime)

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Feb 18 – 24, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Job
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

THU 7.30 pm Biblical Hermeneutics
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm AF 3rd Anniversary
4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
Catechism Class (Room 810)

10.30 am Worship (Dr S H Tow)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Adults Fellowship 3rd Anniversary will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs William Teo
this Sat (Feb 23, 08) at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk
835 Woodlands St. 83 #12-113. Message:
“Puritans and Puritanism” by Rev Dr Jeffrey
Khoo. Contact William Teo at 91831150 for
details.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this
Sat (Feb 23, 08). Time: 4 pm. Venue: Berean
BPC, 48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For
those requiring transport, please meet at
Lavender MRT at 3.15 pm. Contact Herbert at
94377715 for details.
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting will
be held this Sat (Feb 23, 08) at 5.30 pm.
Venue: Mr and Mrs Bernard Tee’s home at 11
Greenwood Lane, Singapore 287001. Tel:
96780319. Message: “Living in Faith” by Rev
Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Contact Edward at
93887328 for details.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and
strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$8,944; 10 Rupees
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $50.60;
Gethsemane BPC $500; Bible Witness Web Radio
$500; Brisbane BPC $100; Marilyn Nanta
(Kuching) $1,000; Sim Swee Ho $100; FEBC
Bookroom $33; FEBC Scholarship $100; FEBC
$400, $340, $300, $300, $200
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$12,867.60; 10 Rupees
Church Building Fund $6,000, $1,000, $1,000,
$200, $200 Total: S$717,871.27; USD500

Sunday School Offering: $358.00

Verse for the Week: Better is a little with
righteousness than great revenues without right.
Prov 16:8

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1
Samuel under Elder Joseph, 9.15 am – 10.15 am.
Pilgrims going to the Holy Land, Mar 3–16, 08
are to attend this Friday’s prayer meeting at 8 pm,
followed by a briefing on the pilgrimage.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon (Feb
24, 08) at Bukit Panjang. For details, please
contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.
Brisbane BPC will hold its 1st Anniversary
Thanksgiving Service on the Lord’s Day, Mar
16, 08. True Lifers planning to attend can write
to Rev Hien (hientrangng@optusnet.com.au) for
information. Speaker: Eld Dr Boaz Boon.
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking
in Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.”
Speaker: Rev John MacKenzie.
We extend our deepest condolences to Mr
Jimmy Kee and Mrs Alice Chng and their
respective families on the home-going of Jimmy
& Alice’s mother, Mdm Tan Gek Hiok (Age 81),
on Feb 11, 08. Vigil Service was conducted by
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo on Feb 14, 08.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 413
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 80
Hymn No. 164
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 283
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Eph 6:10-18
Sermon Be Strong in the Lord

(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
Closing Hymn No. 443
Benediction Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

MAKING THE WORD OF GOD OF
NONE EFFECT

An Examination of the Paper, “Mark Them
Which Cause Divisions,” Authored by the Rev

Charles Seet and Elders of Life Bible-
Presbyterian Church

Jeffrey Khoo

The Rev Charles Seet and the Elders of Life
Bible-Presbyterian Church (Life BPC) in their
church weekly of January 13, 2008 published a
paper entitled, “Mark Them Which Cause
Divisions,” denouncing the Verbal Plenary
Preservation of the Holy Scriptures as “a
heresy.” (The paper can be found in
www.lifebpc.com/ourstand/markthem.htm.)

What is Verbal Plenary Preservation
(VPP)?

What is Verbal Plenary Preservation or VPP?
“Verbal” means “every word to the jot and tittle”
(Ps 12:6-7, Matt 5:18). “Plenary” means “the
Scripture as a whole with all the words intact”

(Matt 24:35, 1 Pet 1:25). So VPP
means the special, providential
preservation of all the inspired words
of the Holy Scriptures to the last jot
and tittle, without the loss of any
of the original words, prophecies,
promises, commandments, doctrines,
and truths. As such, the VPP
Scriptures are totally infallible and
inerrant not only in the words of
salvation, but also the words of
history, geography and science. Every
book, every chapter, every verse,
every word, every syllable, every
letter of God’s inspired words is
supernaturally preserved by God
Himself to the last iota.

What and where are the words of
God today? They are the inspired
OT Hebrew/Aramaic words and NT
Greek words the prophets, the
apostles, the church fathers, the
reformers used which are today found
in the long and continuously abiding
and preserved words underlying the
Reformation Bibles best represented
by the time-tested and time-honoured
KJV, and NOT in the corrupted
Alexandrian manuscripts and critical
Westcott-Hort texts underlying the
liberal, ecumenical, and neo-
evangelical modern English versions.

VPP a Heresy?

What is heresy? The Rev Charles
Seet and Elders of Life BPC define
“heresy” as “a chosen course of
thought or action which varies from

Pray for a Conciliatory Meeting
with Life BPC

Enclosed with today’s weekly are
the Life BOE’s letter of January 28,
2008 issuing an ultimatum, and FEBC’s
letters of January 29 and February 12,
2008 calling for a conciliatory meeting.
Please pray for peace and unity based

on truth and charity.

Enclosed please find the open letter
by veteran missionary Robert Kluttz of
Japan, who speaks with the unction and
burden of a biblical prophet. May it move
the hearts of God’s people to do that
which is godly and right.

*****



the true exposition of the Christian faith as
prescribed by the Word of God.” They
mention some examples of heresy from
the ancient past, namely, Gnosticism,
Sabellianism, Arianism, and Nestorianism.

How do they identify a heresy? They say
heresy has these three characteristics: (1) it
is new, (2) it is infectious, (3) it is
destructive. Actually, many heresies are not
new but old ones with a new guise or
disguise (e.g. Arianism is today found in the
Jehovah’s Witnesses). What is infectious
and destructive is not necessarily heresy
either for truth is infectious and destructive
as well (e.g. in the Protestant Reformation,
the doctrines of Sola Gratia, Sola Fide, and
Sola Scriptura spread quickly and destroyed
the superstitious yoke of the Roman
Church). Anyway, based on these criteria
(i.e. new, infectious, and destructive), VPP is
condemned as “heresy” by the current
leadership of Life BPC. They say “the
mouths of heretics must be stopped” at its
source. The source of this heresy is the Far
Eastern Bible College (FEBC).

First let us analyse their less than
definitive definition of heresy. They say
heresy is “a chosen course of thought or
action.” Yes, life is all about choices, and
our decisions to act according to our chosen
paths. Jesus says there are basically two
ways and the way we choose will determine
our eternal destiny, “Enter ye in at the strait
gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat: Because strait
is the gate, and narrow is the way, which
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find
it” (Matt 7:13-14). Choosing to think and act
alone or to go with the minority is not heresy
or heretical (e.g. 1 Kgs 19:10), though
“heresy” from the Greek haireomai means
“to choose.” I believe they understand that
too. So, they went on to say that a thought or
act is heresy when it “varies from the true

exposition of the Christian faith.” But
what constitutes “true exposition?” Who
determines what is true and what is
not true? The liberals, neo-evangelicals,
charismatics, Roman Catholics, and cults
all claim to possess a “true exposition” of
the Christian faith too.

What is the Christian Faith?

So what is the Christian faith? Do they
consider the Christian faith to be defined
by the “Five Fundamentals,” namely, (1)
the inerrancy of Scripture, (2) the virgin
birth of Christ, (3) His miracles, (4)
substitutionary atonement and (5)
resurrection? If they do, then why is VPP
a heresy when it affirms #1, the total
inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures which is
the foundation of all our doctrines? By
calling VPP a heresy, are they saying that
the Scriptures are no longer inerrant? And
if the Scriptures are no longer inerrant,
how can they know for sure what the
Christian faith truly is “as prescribed by
the Word of God?”

The Rev Charles Seet and Elders of
Life BPC must surely be aware that their
church constitution (article 4.2.1) states
unequivocally that the Word of God is
“infallible and inerrant” and their
“supreme and final authority in faith and
life.” So before they can really ascertain
what is orthodox and what is heretical
they must first tell us precisely (1) what is
the Word of God, (2) where is the Word
of God, and (3) which is the Word of God,
infallible and inerrant? Did they?

They say the KJV is “the best English
translation of the Scriptures, made by
godly translators from the best Greek and
Hebrew texts.” We agree. They quoted the
Westminster Confession of Faith (1.8)
which speaks of the “singular care and
providence of God” in preserving His
Word and that we have the “very Word of

believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek Him” (Heb
11:6). Things that are impossible with men
are possible with God (Matt 19:26).

The Statement of Reconciliation of
January 5, 2003 by the Board of Elders of
Life BPC: “For the past 52 years, Life B-P
Church has been holding forth the Word of
Life, and upholding the use of the King
James Version (KJV) which is the best
English translation of the Scriptures, made
by godly translators from the best Greek and
Hebrew texts.

“Among all English Bibles today there is
none that can surpass the KJV. We believe
that this statement on the KJV being the very
Word of God, and fully reliable, which was
arrived at after the careful deliberation of
the Board of Elders, is acceptable by all
other members of the Session.

“And thus we should continue to exclusively
use the KJV for all ministries of the church
and for our members’ use, and refrain from
all Modern English versions, like the RSV,
NASV and NIV. One of the many deficiencies
of these Modern English versions is that they
are based on the corrupted Westcott and
Hort Greek and Hebrew Text; whilst the
KJV is based on the uncorrupted family of
the Greek Received Text and the Masoretic
Hebrew Text.

“In the last few months, a debate has arisen
within our church concerning the Greek
Received Text and the Masoretic Hebrew
Text underlying the KJV. We have come to
the conclusion that neither of the views
propounded is dogma but personal
conviction or preference. We confess our
sins and repent before God that we have
caused grief, consternation and confusion.
We pray that God will forgive us, and that
He may enable us to serve Him more
lovingly and zealously till He comes.”

Remarks about Our Systematic
Theology

“The new book Theology for Every
Christian ... is very easy to understand and
I can see a use for many applications.
The Reformed Premillennial section is a
big improvement in clarity over Buswell’s
work and to me makes the work
about indispensable.” Howard Carlson
(Lecturer, Faith College of the Bible,
Kenya)

“I write to offer grateful thanks for the
copy of your recent publication, Theology
for Every Christian, which you kindly sent
me. ... We trust this worthy edition will
prove eminently useful in educating
believers in those glorious truths we hold
dear, especially the blessed inerrancy of
the inspired Word of God.” D P Rowland
(General Secretary, Trinitarian Bible
Society, London)

“Thank you very much for sending me
a copy of your new book, Theology for
Every Christian. It is a most attractive
volume, and I am confident it will bring
blessing to all who read it.” Homer A Kent
(President Emeritus, Grace College &
Theological Seminary, USA)
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which resists any 100% certainty of truth
and morality. The desire of this age is to be
vague, so that everything can be open to
personal interpretation and subjective
judgement. It goes without saying that truth
is not vague, but precise. Jesus said, “But let
your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay:
for whatsoever is more than these cometh of
evil” (Matt 5:37). That is why FEBC says
“Yes” to the Word of God, and takes a
declared position for the jot-and-tittle
preservation of the Scriptures without doubt
so that we might live “by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matt
4:4, 5:18). It behoves every believer to resist
the postmodern philosophy which aims to
destroy the forever infallible and inerrant
words of God (Pss 12:6-7, 119:89), and the
once-for-all-settled faith of the saints (Jude
3). But what have the Rev Charles Seet and
Elders of Life BPC done? It is very sad to
see them bent on destroying FEBC and VPP
by choosing to say “No” to the very Word of
God in all its present perfection by quoting
the traditions, opinions and methods of men,
thereby “making the Word of God of none
effect” (Mark 7:13).

Blessed are the Peacemakers

Now, the Life BOE has issued a threat
and ultimatum (letter dated January 27,
2008) to FEBC to sign an undertaking not to
teach or promote VPP even as a personal
conviction or face eviction by the middle of
the year. Like the Apostles of Jesus Christ,
we can only say, “We ought to obey God
rather than men” (Acts 5:29). FEBC has
every biblical, historical, moral, lawful and
equitable right to her birthplace and home at
Gilstead Road, and may our almighty God,
the righteous Judge, plead for us.

Do we not long for peace? Jesus said,
“Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall
be called the children of God” (Matt 5:9). As
Christians, we cannot but display the charity

God and fully reliable.” We agree (but we
are more precise in saying that God
preserved not only His Word but also His
words to the jot and tittle according to
Matthew 5:18 as quoted by the Westminster
theologians). They identify the KJV to be
“the very Word of God.” We agree. But they
say God’s Word is providentially preserved
in “the body of manuscripts” without saying
precisely which manuscripts. Now, are these
manuscripts the Hebrew and Greek texts the
KJV translators used? Know that in their
2003 Statement of Clarification, they say
that the underlying texts of the KJV are not
perfect. Now if the underlying texts are not
perfect, then how can they know for sure
they have the “very Word of God” and say
they have “maximum certainty?” Although
they claim to base their judgement on the
“very Word of God,” they really do not have
the “very Word of God” since they condemn
VPP as a heresy, and if they do have the
“very Word of God,” it is not exactly the
Word of God as originally given, only a
close resemblance of it since it is not so
perfect.

Can an inexact or imperfect Word of God
be truly authoritative, or “prescriptive” as
they say? I submit that without a presently
infallible and inerrant Word of God to the jot
and tittle (Matt 5:18), the Rev Charles Seet
and Elders of Life BPC have no basis
whatsoever to condemn VPP as a heresy and
us as heretics. By condemning VPP as a
heresy, they set themselves up as the
supreme and final authority in place of the
Bible, and judge the beliefs and practices of
others based on their likes and dislikes, their
whim and fancy. At any rate, at least they no
longer misrepresent us as believing in “an
inspired KJV” or “a perfect version” but that
we assign “100% purity to the … Greek and
Hebrew texts immediately underlying the
KJV, [that they] are the exact words of the
original writings, i.e. the very words used

and love of Christ, for if I “have not
charity, I am nothing” (1 Cor 13:2). Yet,
peace and love cannot be had at the
expense of truth, for charity “rejoiceth not
in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth” (1
Cor 13:6). I truly believe as Christians
born again and indwelt by the blessed
Spirit, Life BPC and FEBC can be
reconciled by the grace of God. How?
In these two ways: (1) Honour the
Statement of Reconciliation of January
5, 2003 without gagging the personal
convictions of either position based
on the biblical truth of the divine,
verbal and plenary inspiration and
preservation of the Holy Scriptures to
the jot and tittle without any lost word
or mistake (2 Tim 3:16, Matt 5:18,
WCF 1:8), and (2) resolve to sit
together to discuss the apportionment
and use of the premises at 9, 9A, and 10
Gilstead Road in a spirit of Christian
charity and biblical equity. This will
pave the way for something very good
and God-honouring, which is for the
leaders and members of Life BPC
to be reconciled to their founding
father/pastor, the Rev Dr Timothy Tow.
This is good for both the church and the
college, and will bring gladness to the
heart of our founding father (Exod 20:12).
This will be a powerful, earthshaking
witness to the world for the Word of God
and for the Testimony of Jesus Christ to
the glory of God the Father. “To day if ye
will hear his voice, harden not your
hearts” (Heb 4:7).

It is utter folly and stupidity to make
the Word of God of none effect when God
Himself has magnified His Word above
all His Name (Ps 138:3). Why is it so hard
to believe that the Bible is 100% perfect,
without any mistake, today? Know that
“without faith it is impossible to please
Him: for he that cometh to God must

when God first gave His word by
inspiration to the Bible writers.” We
maintain that our position is entirely
consistent with Article 4.2.1 of the Life
BPC Constitution.

Illogical Arguments

A failure to submit fully to the
absolute authority of the Holy Scriptures
will lead to a logic that is upside down.
For instance, the Rev Charles Seet and
Elders of Life BPC say that the KJV is
“the best,” that the Hebrew and Greek
texts are “the best,” that they have “the
very Word of God” which is “fully
reliable.” But one wonders how they can
have such “maximum certainty” on the
KJV as the “very Word of God” and
“fully reliable” if the Hebrew and Greek
texts (i.e. the inspired original language
words) underlying it are not 100% pure or
perfect (according to their 2003 Statement
of Clarification)? How can the KJV be
100%, the “best,” the “very Word of God”
as they say, without its underlying texts
being 100% also? It is simply illogical!

The Rev Charles Seet and Elders of
Life BPC lump those who teach VPP
together with the heretics (Gnostics,
Sabellians, Arians, Nestorians) of times
past. These men were heretics for sure for
they were out to destroy the Gospel by
corrupting the Scriptures, by denying
Christ’s 100% deity and/or 100%
humanity and the doctrine of the Holy
Trinity. They teach doctrines that cause
people to have a low view of the Holy
Scriptures, of Jesus Christ and of the
Triune God, and by so doing tear people
away from the only Source and
Foundation of salvation which is Christ
and His words. This is what heresy does
and what heretics do.

Does VPP cause people to have a low
view of the Bible? Does VPP destroy the
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Gospel? Does VPP tear people away from
Christ? It is clear as day that VPP does none
of these! VPP upholds the present perfection
of the Holy Scriptures! VPP gives people
confidence in the Gospel of Jesus Christ by
affirming that they can trust every single
word of the Bible which teaches the
preexistence of Christ, His virgin birth, His
sinless life, His crucifixion, His burial, His
resurrection, His ascension, and everything
else it teaches without any mistake! VPP
instills in people full confidence in the
Reformation Bible—the Hebrew, Aramaic,
and Greek words God has inspired in the
beginning and preserved continuously in the
traditional, Hebrew Masoretic Text, the
Greek Byzantine or Majority manuscripts
and finally the Textus Receptus—which
gave us the Tyndale and Geneva translations
and best of all the Authorised or King James
Version which God has used to bless so
many millions for nearly four centuries!

The Rev Charles Seet and Elders of Life
BPC appear to be upset that more and more
people are having a high confidence on the
KJV by believing in the biblical truth of
VPP. More and more believers are blessed
by this truth of the Scripture’s present
perfection in the original languages. Many of
the saints praise the Lord for VPP because it
glorifies their Triune God (1 John 5:7). Our
night classes are attended by 200-300 people
coming from 38 different churches (BP and
non-BP). They are very glad to hear that our
almighty God has indeed kept His promise
to preserve His inspired words to the last jot
and tittle (Matt 5:18). They now have every
confidence to live by His every word (Matt
4:4) in the midst of a wicked and crooked
generation. Why cannot they rejoice with
their fellow brethren over this?

It is tragic that the Rev Charles Seet and
Elders of Life BPC, instead of encouraging
the faith of the saints to believe in the
present perfection of Scriptures, are doing all

they can to hinder and stop the preaching
and teaching of this precious truth to our
students. Not only that, by one stroke of
their pen, they condemned as heretics their
spiritual father Timothy Tow, FEBC, True
Life, Truth, Calvary Jaya BPCs, and all
who believe in VPP. (Thankfully, we are
not living in medieval days when
“heretics” like Huss and Tyndale were
burned at the stake, but even if we were, it
would have been a privilege to be
martyred for Christ of whom we are most
unworthy.)

Now, if there is no such a thing as a
Perfect Bible today, available, accessible,
and identifiable, then on what basis do
they judge that VPP is a heresy and we are
heretics? Is it through a vision, a dream, a
voice? Or is it through the Bible? And if it
is through the Bible, then how do they
know it is right if the Bible is not so right
or not so perfect today? That was why the
psalmist wrote, “If the foundations be
destroyed, what can the righteous do?” (Ps
11:3). I submit that when they judge and
condemn us who believe in a Perfect Bible
as heretics, they do so out of their own
thinking and feelings—they set
themselves up as the supreme standard
and authority to judge and condemn
others.

The Rev Charles Seet and Elders of
Life BPC seem to think that just because a
doctrine is divisive or leads to a division,
it is therefore a heresy. If that is the case,
then should they not call Jesus a heretic
too for Jesus said, “Suppose ye that I am
come to give peace on earth? I tell you,
Nay; but rather division” (Luke 12:51)?
God forbid!

They say they believe in the
“Preeminence of Christ.” If so, I truly
hope they will see Jesus Christ as the
Perfect Standard and follow His truthful
and loving ways by retracting their

ones by Erasmus and Stephanus, and put
together by Scrivener. The inspired and
preserved text (words) underlying the
KJV is known by various names—the
Traditional Text, the Common Text, the
Standard Text, the Received Text, the
Reformation Text, the Ecclesiastical Text.
What is so “virulent” about them? The
various names given to the text underlying
the KJV may be new or recent, but the
words in the text are certainly not new for
they are as old as the Bible—the very
inspired words of the autographs God has
preserved “by His singular care and
providence” in the faithful apographs, and
not the corrupt ones of Westcott and Hort.

“Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man
sharpeneth the countenance of his friend”
(Prov 27:17). Constructive debates have
their place as we seek to express the truth
clearly and accurately. Improvements and
refinements to statements of faith that
square with the Scriptures are neither
“mutations” nor “virulent.” Truth is Truth,
God’s Word is Truth, and “we can do
nothing against the truth, but for the truth”
(2 Cor 13:8). The Rev Charles Seet and
Elders of Life BPC themselves admit that
our VPP statements have become “more
plausible” and “appealing.” That is
because it is based on the truth of God’s
Word, and the Holy Spirit is guiding His
people to His truth (John 16:13). But
instead of acknowledging the truth when
they see it, they now seek to hinder the
truth by calling it “heresy,” and stirring up
hatred by such emotive terms as
“gangrene-like,” “payload,” “venomous,”
“virulent,” “toxic,” “destructive,”
“horror.” It is not safe, dear friends, to
change the truth of God into a lie (Rom
1:25). “But if ye have bitter envying and
strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not
against the truth” (Jas 3:14).

We are living in a postmodern age
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malicious and defamatory statements made
against fellow Christians who uphold the
total infallibility and inerrancy of the
divinely inspired and preserved words of
God (VPI/VPP). Jesus is not now on earth to
teach us directly, but He has left us with His
Holy Spirit—who is the Spirit of Truth (John
14:17), and His Holy Scriptures—which is
the Word of Truth (John 17:17). These are
our Perfect Standards today to judge what is
truth and what is error, what is right and
what is wrong.

No Change in the VPP Truth
Truth does not change, and VPP does not

change either. Although we have quoted
certain godly men and institutions, it does
not mean that they are infallible or incapable
of making mistakes. We quote them only
when they say the right things according to
the Scriptures. So yes, we admit our
quotations of them have been selective. We
follow them only if they follow the
Scriptures, just as Paul tells the believers to
follow him as he follows Christ (1 Cor 11:1).
By the way, I did not arrive at VPP by
reading Wilkinson, a 7th Day Adventist. I
came to this position by reading Burgon
(Anglican), Hills (Presbyterian), and Waite
(Baptist), and examining what they teach in
the light of Scripture, and I am throughly
convinced by Scripture and Scripture alone,
my supreme and final authority of faith and
practice. Furthermore, to conclude that VPP
is 7th Day Adventism because of Wilkinson
is another piece of twisted logic. I eat rice,
the Malays eat rice, so I am Malay?

The Rev Charles Seet and Elders of Life
BPC question the verbally and plenarily
preserved text by saying that it “mutates into
more virulent forms over time.” There was
no mutation, no evolution! The verbally and
plenarily inspired (VPI) words, by special
providence, are all preserved in Beza’s 5th

which was the main Greek Text used by the
King James translators, plus all the earlier
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TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Feb 25 – Mar 2, 2008) 

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Job 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Hermeneutics 
  (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School 
  Catechism Class (Room 810) 
 10.30 am   Worship (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
  Korean Service (Room 503) 
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)  
 

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat, Mar 1, 08, at 3.30 pm in the 
home of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole 
Crescent. Program: Bible Study on John 15 by 
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Contact Herbert at 
94377715 for details.  
YPF Youth Retreat, Mar 13 – 15, 08 at Aloha 
Resort, Changi. Workshops on Career and 
BGR will be conducted by Rev Dr Prabhudas 
Koshy. Camp fee: $10. Contact Andrew Kan 
at 91598914 for details. All are invited. 
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats 
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit 
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 108 Gangsa Road 
at 2.30 pm. For details, please contact Dn 
Charles Kan at 98310468.  
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and 
strength. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: $9,044 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $160; FEBC 
Scholarship $100; FEBC $600 
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
$9,904 
Church Building Fund $447, $100, $100 Total: 
S$718,518.27; USD500 
Sunday School Offering: $444.00 
Verse for the Week: A man’s heart deviseth his 
way: but the LORD directeth his steps. Prov 16:9 
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2 
Samuel under Elder Joseph, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. 
All are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from 
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm. 
Catechism Class for all who are seeking 
baptism, reaffirmation of faith, transfer of 
membership. Class meets in Room 810 from 
9.15 am – 10.15 am, Jan 6–Mar 16, 08. Teacher: 
Rev Stephen Khoo.  
Infant Baptism on Easter Sunrise Service, Mar 
23, 08. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng 
(Tel: 62541287/94754067). 
Brisbane BPC will hold its 1st Anniversary 
Thanksgiving Service on the Lord’s Day, Mar 
16, 08. True Lifers planning to attend can write 
to Rev Hien (hientrangng@optusnet.com.au) for 
information. Speaker: Eld Dr Boaz Boon.  
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro 
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking 
in Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.” 
Speaker: Rev John MacKenzie. Registration 
commences next Lord’s Day, Mar 2, 08 and 
closes on Apr 27, 08. Application forms are 
available at the Book Table. For details, please 
contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.  

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Opening Hymn No. 8 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalms 4-5 
Hymn Make Sure of Truth  
Announcements 
Special Number Deborah & Judith 
Offering & Hymn No. 319 
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Scripture Text Psalm 90 
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow 
Sermon  Teach Us to Number Our 
   Days 
 (Dr S H Tow) 
Closing Hymn No. 352 
Benediction Dr S H Tow 

 Bearing True Witness 
Jeffrey Khoo 

I write in response to the article and statement 
published in the Life Bible-Presbyterian Church 
(BPC) Weekly of January 27, 2008, namely, (1) 
“Bearing False Witness” by the Rev Charles Seet, 
and (2) “An Appeal to VPP Proponents” by the 
Life BPC Board of Elders (BOE).  

Ninth Commandment 

The Rev Charles Seet wrote an excellent article 
against breaking the ninth commandment, “Thou 
shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour” 
(Exod 20:16). He rightly warned against lies, 
deceits, boastings, flatteries, false accusations, 
gossips, perjuries, etc. Despite his warning against 
bearing false witness, it is necessary to reveal 
that the Rev Seet when he taught the Ten 
Commandments at the Far Eastern Bible College 
(FEBC) commented that there are times when 

employing “deceit” is not a sin. In his
lecture notes, he wrote that in times of
war it might be necessary to tell a lie
(i.e. a “lie of necessity”). The Rev Seet
is even quoted in the internet as an
advocate of such a “lie of necessity.”2 

Now, if the Rev Charles Seet
believes that bearing false witness or
telling a lie is acceptable in times of
war, how can we be sure that he does
not deem the present situation between
Life BPC and FEBC to be “war,” and
that he is not employing deceit in his
writings and dealings with us? How can
we be sure he is speaking truthfully
since he believes that “Truth must
always be given to whom it is due, but
it may not be given to an enemy who
may use that truth for evil purposes”
(emphasis his). Does he see FEBC as
an enemy? From his “Mark Them
Which Cause Divisions” paper branding
VPP a “heresy” without any biblical
justification, and seeing it as an evil
which must be destroyed together with
its proponents, I cannot help but think
that he sees us as enemies. He tells us
not to bear false witness, but how can
we be sure he is bearing true witness at
this time, and not employing deception
or telling lies to destroy his enemies?. 

At this juncture, will the Rev
Charles Seet bear true witness by telling
us whether it is true or not that an Elder
of Life BPC had recommended the anti-
KJV/pro-modern-versions book—One
Bible Only?—privately to Lifers when
the Rev Dr Timothy Tow was still
the pastor of Life BPC, therebyCombined Anniversary Meeting of the Family Bible Study Fellowship’s 3rd Anniversary and 

Ladies Fellowship’s 4th Anniversary, Jan 26, 2008 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

undermining his leadership and his defence of
the KJV against Westcott and Hort? Was it not
true that another Elder had deemed FEBC
“extreme” for rejecting the NKJV? Would he
also consider the Trinitarian Bible Society
(TBS) to be “extreme” since the TBS like
FEBC rejects the NKJV? Will he testify
honestly or will he apply the “lie of necessity”?
Please be reminded of the inspired and
preserved, infallible and inerrant words of
God: “But let your communication be, Yea,
yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than
these cometh of evil” (Matt 5:37); “In the
mouth of two or three witnesses shall every
word be established” (2 Cor 13:1). 

Selective Quotation 
The Life BPC BOE say to quote selectively

is to bear false witness. This is a strange
allegation indeed. Scholars often quote
selectively but fairly to prove a point based
upon certain presuppositions and premises, and
often write papers to build their own case or
that of other published authors/scholars by
introducing new arguments or evidences that
had not been previously considered. This is not
to say that those who have been quoted
necessarily support the position or supposition
of the author or writer or vice versa. Every
scholar has to do his own research and
thinking. This is all part of the scholastic
exercise of iron sharpening iron (Prov 27:17).
As far as Christianity is concerned, we do not
go on a wild goose chase, but have a totally
infallible and absolutely authoritative basis or
source which is the 100% inspired and 100%
preserved words of God by which we subject
all our thinking and reasoning, convictions and
conclusions. It is baffling why this should be
considered “false witnessing.”  

Now, the Rev Charles Seet and his Elders
say I am guilty of “selective quotation,” and in
their judgement, “bearing false witness.” They
say that in my paper on John Owen’s view of
the Perfect Bible, I was deceitful by hiding the
fact that John Owen “advocated the exercise of
diligence in searching the Word of God to

solve textual variants in or among the copies
we have.” If they had read my paper carefully
and thoroughly, they would not have wronged
me, for I stated clearly in that article, “Owen
did not deny the existence of textual variants
(387). Nevertheless, he clarified that ‘the
whole Word of God, in every letter and tittle,
as given from him by inspiration, is preserved
without corruption’ (388).”3 I also went on to
deal with “textual criticism,” and showed how
Owen was against it because the divine origin
and nature of Scripture did not allow for it.  

If I am guilty of “selective quotation,” then
I am afraid the Rev Charles Seet and his
Elders are guilty of it too. For instance, they
quoted John Owen about “textual variants” but
stopped short of what Owen went on to say
about how textual critics have wrongly used a
corrupt translation like the Septuagint (LXX)
to correct or emend the inspired and preserved
Hebrew text. Right after Owen said, “God by
his providence preserving the whole entire,
suffered this lesser variety to fall out, in or
among the copies we have, for the quickening
and exercising of our diligence in our search
into his Word” (as quoted by the Life BOE),
he wrote in the very next paragraph, “It was
an unhappy attempt, (which must afterward be
spoken unto,) that a learned man hath of late
put himself upon, viz., to prove variations in
all the present Apographa the Old Testament
in the Hebrew tongue from the copies used of
old, merely upon uncertain conjectures and
the credit of corrupt translations. Whether
that plea of his be more unreasonable in itself
and devoid of any real ground of truth, or
injurious to the love and care of God over his
Word and church, I know not; sure I am,
it is both in a high degree. The translation
especially insisted on by him is that of the
LXX. That this translation either from the
mistakes of its first authors, (if it be theirs
whose name and number it beam,) or the
carelessness, or ignorance, or worse, of its
transcribers—is corrupted and gone off from
the original in a thousand places twice told, is
acknowledged by all who know aught of these

Plea for Peace and Unity Based on Truth 
and Charity 

As much as the Rev Charles Seet and his
Elders have rightly exhorted us to bear true
witness, we urge them to do likewise. Truth is
open and does not hide. “If ye continue in my
word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free” (John 8:31-32). 

“To err is human, to forgive divine.” How
we thank God that there is always mercy and
forgiveness when He is present within us and
His Spirit fills our hearts, removing every
selfish ambition and pride in true repentance
and submission to Him and His authoritative
words. May we see a Biblical and Christlike
resolution soon between Life BPC and FEBC
in order to preserve the Bible-Presbyterian
faith and movement. “Behold, how good and
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together
in unity” (Ps 133:1). 
________________ 

 http://www.lifebpc.com/weekly/080127.htm. 
2 http://www.otweb.com/blog/index.php?id= 
107&t=On_Lying. 
3 http://www.febc.edu.sg/VPP3.htm. 
4 http://www.febc.edu.sg/Verbal Plenary 
Preservation.htm. 
5 http://www.febc.edu.sg/Verbal Plenary 
Preservation.htm. 
6 http://www.febc.edu.sg/Theology3.htm. 
7 http://www.febc.edu.sg/VPP9.htm. 
8 http://web.singnet.com.sg/~sbseet/position. 
htm (emphasis his). 
9 http://www.febc.edu.sg/VPP8.htm. 
10 http://www.febc.edu.sg/VPP8.htm. 
11  http://www.febc.edu.sg/VPP63.htm. 
12 http://www.febc.edu.sg/BBVol13_2b.htm. 
13 http://www.av1611.org/osteen.html; 
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article. 
asp?ARTICLE_ID=51461; and 
http://www.febc.edu.sg/assets/pdfs/febc_press/
A Theology For Every Christian Book 1.pdf 
(pp 11-15).  

14 http://www.freepres.org/pamphlet_details. 
asp?graham_facts.  
15 http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,31 
8054,00.html; http://www.apologeticsindex. 
org/646-joel-osteen-mormon-church.  

*************** 
Life BOE's Reply to Dr SH Tow 

and the Letter from 3 Signatories 
The Agreement of 1970 (http://www.

febc.edu.sg/siege5.htm#agreement) concerns
the “Church and College Family” (i.e. Life
BPC and FEBC) and affirms their
ownership, possession, sharing, and use of
the “Church and College Property”
at Gilstead Road. On the basis of Biblical
Law, we plead with Almighty God, our
Righteous Judge, for divine justice and
equity: “Thou shalt not remove thy
neighbour’s landmark, which they of old
time have set in thine inheritance, which
thou shalt inherit in the land that the
LORD thy God giveth thee to possess it.
One witness shall not rise up against a man
for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin
that he sinneth: at the mouth of two
witnesses, or at the mouth of three
witnesses, shall the matter be established.
If a false witness rise up against any man
to testify against him that which is wrong;
Then both the men, between whom the
controversy is, shall stand before the
LORD, before the priests and the judges,
which shall be in those days; And the
judges shall make diligent inquisition: and,
behold, if the witness be a false witness,
and hath testified falsely against his
brother; Then shall ye do unto him, as he
had thought to have done unto his brother:
so shalt thou put the evil away from among
you. And those which remain shall hear,
and fear, and shall henceforth commit no
more any such evil among you. And thine
eye shall not pity; but life shall go for life,
eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand,
foot for foot.” (Deut 19:14-21). 
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 Graham is well known,14 and Joel Osteen is no
different. It is thus no surprise that Osteen
should say that Mormonism is Christianity in a
Fox News interview on December 23, 2007.15  

We do not judge Joel Osteen subjectively
but objectively by the Perfect Standard of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and the perfectly
inspired and perfectly preserved words of God,
but this Elder commends Osteen and condemns
FEBC by no other standard than himself,
according to his liking or disliking. It goes
without saying that bearing true witness
involves judging a person not by his
appearance but by the righteous standards
revealed in the Perfect Law of God (Ps 19:7,
John 7:24, Heb 4:12), which is none other than
His verbally and plenarily inspired Word
supernaturally preserved by His singular care
and providence to the jot and tittle (Ps 12:6-7,
Matt 5:18).  

I am thus utterly amazed that an Elder of
Life BPC has no qualms saying that he can
“accept the teachings of the Osteens” without
any qualification, and then slight FEBC’s
separatist stance against the error of
humanism, neo-evangelicalism, etc. It shows a
gross lack of knowledge, wisdom and
discernment from a high-ranking church
officer, a Sunday School superintendent and
teacher, who should know better. Let it be
known that all pastors, elders and deacons of
Life BPC are required to be “in full agreement
with the doctrinal stand of the Bible-
Presbyterian Church, in particular with its
Principle and Practice of Biblical Separation”
(Article 13:3), which is clearly spelt out in
Article 6, “Principle and Practice of Biblical
Separation.”  

Lest they forget, permit me now to cite
Article 6.8 which states, “In loyalty to God’s
revealed Word, we, as an organised portion of
the people of God, are obliged to oppose all
forms of modernism, cultism, Romanism and
false religions. Dialogue for the purpose of
reaching a compromise between all true Bible
believers and representatives of such beliefs is

things. Strange that so corrupt a stream should
be judged a fit means to cleanse the fountain;
…” (emphasis his).  

It is clear Owen dismissed the LXX as a
“corrupt” translation and is opposed to
“uncertain conjectures” which we on the basis
of VPP likewise dismiss and oppose. Why did
the Rev Charles Seet and the Elders of Life
BPC not go on quoting Owen and his warnings
against textual criticism despite the textual
variants but instead accuse me of “bearing
false witness”? Jesus warned, “Judge not, that
ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye
judge, ye shall be judged: and with what
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you
again. And why beholdest thou the mote that is
in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the
beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt
thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the
mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in
thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out
the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt
thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy
brother’s eye” (Matt 7:1-5).  

Burgon, Hills, and Waite 
Now, it is without question that J W

Burgon and E F Hills both believed in the jot-
and-tittle preservation of the Holy Scriptures
(Matt 5:18), and this is nothing short of verbal
and plenary preservation (VPP).4 However,
this does not mean that they agree on every
point as regards the identification of the texts,
and that was why I said, Burgon’s Majority
Text position is “good,” Hills’s Received Text
underlying the KJV (“maximum certainty” but
not “absolute certainty”) is “better,” and
Waite’s Received Text underlying the KJV
(100% certainty of exact words kept intact) is
“best.”5 This has to do with the question of
consistency in the identification of the
preserved text or words by means of the logic
of faith, but none of them ever denied VPP or
the jot-and-tittle preservation of the Scriptures
(Matt 5:18), unlike certain American
fundamentalists, neo-evangelicals, and
modernists today who say that Biblical

impious, unbiblical, treasonous and unfaithful
to the holy God, as He has revealed Himself to
us in His infallible, inerrant Word.” (Where
and which is Life BPC’s “infallible and
inerrant Word” may I ask?) Article 6.9 states
without equivocation, “We are opposed to all
efforts to obscure or wipe out the clear line of
separation between these absolutes: truth and
error, light and darkness. (See Jer 5:20; 2 Cor
6:14-18.) We refer to such efforts by
New Evangelicals, Charismatic Christians,
promoters of ecumenical cooperative
evangelism and of the social gospel, and all
churches and other movements and
organisations that are aligned with or
sympathetic to the Ecumenical Movement.”
This must surely include separating from
Westcott and Hort who denied the inerrancy
of Scripture, the historicity of the creation
account, and other fundamental doctrines of
the Christian faith, and all the liberal,
ecumenical, neo-evangelical, corrupt modern
versions of the Bible today that stem from
their corrupt Greek text.  

In light of the constitutional requirements
of Life BPC, especially as regards Biblical
Separation, are the leaders of Life BPC truly
“preserving godly paths,” or are they
systematically removing the “godly paths” and
dismantling the “landmarks” of the Bible-
Presbyterian Church as founded by the Rev Dr
Timothy Tow? FEBC is faithful to the
doctrines and ethos of its founding father, and
that is why he stands with his school of
prophets, and hoping that the church he
founded—beloved Life BPC—would repent
and return to the godly paths he has originally
established in his younger days and now
strengthened in his old age. But it is indeed
sad and tragic that the current leaders of Life
BPC are dead set in getting rid of FEBC by
stirring up hatred against FEBC, maligning
it as a heretical institution. Even Dr Peter
Masters of Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, who holds
to a position very close to ours though not
exactly, does not deem VPP to be heretical but
honourable, bearing true and not false witness!

preservation is not taught in the Scriptures,
who dismiss it as a “new doctrine” invented
by the Westminster divines, who believe that
there are lost words in the Bible, and
who employ conjectural emendation by
attributing “scribal errors” to certain parts of
God’s Word when there are none (e.g. 1
Samuel 13:1, 2 Chronicles 22:2 etc). Based
on God’s promise of jot and tittle
preservation (or VPP), I do not believe that
God’s people throughout the ages have been
reading such “errors” or “mistakes” in the
Bible, but the infallible and inerrant, inspired
and preserved words of God.  

Burgon, Hills, and Waite are all on the
same team of KJV defenders, and they
essentially agree as to where the inspired
words of God are preserved. By way of
illustration, if Burgon, Hills and Waite were
to be asked, “Where is Life BPC/FEBC?,”
Burgon would answer, “It is in the Newton
area,” Hills would say, “It is along Gilstead
Road,” and Waite would reply, “It is at 9, 9A
and 10 Gilstead Road.” All three answers are
true (Burgon’s answer is good, Hills’s is
better, Waite’s the best), without denying the
very existence and location of Life BPC and
FEBC. In terms of location, the first is close,
the next is closer, and the last is the closest,
being most specific and certain. A Bible
believer will not lose his way if he consults
Burgon, Hills and Waite, but if he were to
ask Westcott and Hort, the modern textual
critics or modern versionists, they would tell
him that Life BPC/FEBC is in Woodlands,
and he would surely lose his way. Now, this
veritable and charitable way of looking at the
Biblical doctrine of VPP is not something the
Rev Charles Seet and his Elders are ignorant
of, for I had written a sincere letter on March
27, 2003 to the Life BPC session seeking for
peace and unity on the basis of truth and
love, but they rejected it on April 16, 2003.
They were hard on Pastor Tow during
session meetings for taking the same 100%
view on Scripture among other things, which
sadly drove him to his resignation a few
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months later, on August 20, 2003. Where was
the verity, sagacity, and charity in all this? Let
that sober, sagacious, and scholarly man
answer. May the Lord raise up a Gamaliel
(Acts 5:34-39)! 

Textual Variants 

The Rev Charles Seet and Elders of Life
BPC accused me of deceit because, according
to them, I hid or denied the existence of
“scribal errors” or “textual variants” in the
manuscripts. This allegation is false. I spoke
about “textual variants” in my book, Kept Pure
in All Ages.6 I also mentioned them in my
paper, “A Plea for a Perfect Bible” where I
said, “No one denies that scribal errors were
committed during the work of copying
Scripture. But the question is: Did God allow
any of His inspired words in the autographs to
be lost during this transmission process?
Although the Church does not have the
autographs (the very first scripts) today, she
has the apographs (copies) which reflect the
autographs. Providentially speaking, the
autographs were neither lost nor destroyed.”7  

In light of God’s promise to preserve every
jot and tittle of His inspired words in the
original languages (Matt 5:18), I am against
attributing scribal errors to the Hebrew and
Greek Scriptures when there are none to begin
with. It is also important to understand that
scribal errors are human errors committed
during the copying of Scripture and should not
be identified with Scripture for they have no
part whatsoever in God’s infallible and inerrant
Word. God has ensured that none of His
inspired words is lost and His inspired Word as
a whole is not corrupted in any way. Faithful
scribes not only copied the Scriptures but also
corrected any copying errors and identified the
authentic words or readings by the guidance of
the Holy Spirit throughout the ages and
especially in the days of the Protestant
Reformation. As such, we believe the Hebrew
and Greek texts, words or readings underlying
the Authorised,  King James Bible are not only

the closest to the autographs but the very
autographic texts themselves, the 100%
authentic and infallible apographs, by special
or extraordinary providence (Rom 11:33-36).  

Scribal Errors? 

The Rev Charles Seet in his sermon, “The
Word that Endures Forever” (October 28,
2007) said, “And some had undermined the
authority of the scriptures by claiming that
there are mistakes and discrepancies in the
Bible and certain parts of the Bible are not
true.  … Now the truth of the matter is that the
alleged contradictions in the Bible are only
apparent. They can be explained, they can be
nicely harmonised.” Amen! This is precisely
what VPP teaches and promotes and what I
had encouraged him to do back in 2002, that
the so-called “discrepancies” in the Bible,
especially with reference to chronology, dates,
numbers, spelling, names, and places etc are
only apparent and not true discrepancies, and
that we should harmonise and not amend or
change them by calling them “scribal errors.” 

Now, I would like to know from the Rev
Charles Seet how he would square his
statement above with what he wrote in his
personal website when he said, “Alleged
discrepancies and errors that have been
adduced as proof of limited inerrancy can be
explained in several ways: Changes in
spelling, changes in units of weight and
measurement, different calendar systems, or
mistakes made by scribes during the copying
of manuscripts,” and yet claim that “the
allegation that I ‘believe the Word of God is
not 100% perfect but preserved with copy
errors’ is false”?8 If  the Rev Seet believes that
the Word of God is 100% perfect, and that it is
not preserved with “copy errors” then why did
he argue for such an error in 2 Chronicles 22:2
(and other like passages) when there is none to
begin with? Why did he write in a paper
submitted to the Rev Dr Timothy Tow after
the July 30, 2002 faculty meeting that “scribal
errors do exist, but they are so insignificant

original language texts or words immediately
underlying the Authorised Version are not
due to “scribal errors.”  For our belief in the
infallibility and inerrancy of every single
word of the Hebrew Old Testament and
Greek New Testament on which the
Authorised, King James Bible is based
(which they claim to uphold as “the very
Word of God”), and teaching that there are
no such errors or mistakes in our Bible in
light of Matthew 5:18 and other Bible verses,
he now brands us as heretics, bans us from
the church sanctuary, and requires us to
relinquish our lawful rights to possess and
use our birthplace and home at 9, 9A, and 10
Gilstead Road. Is such an act just and fair,
veritable and charitable? 

Biblical Separation 
Only recently, an Elder of Life BPC

wrote to someone concerning the mega-
church ministry of Joel Osteen and his wife.
This Elder said, “… while I can listen and
accept the teachings of the Osteens, FEBC
may not – because they do not subscribe to
VPP! Watch Joel Osteen Online and that will
turn FEBC off for sure!  FEBC will consider
the Osteen's preaching humanistic, neo-
evangelical, etc.” Now, whether Joel Osteen
subscribes to VPP or not, I do not know.
Has he made any statement about it?
Nevertheless, it is true that FEBC does not
endorse Joel Osteen, and neither should Life
BPC (if they adhere to their constitution).
Although Osteen may say certain things right
or somewhat right about practical living
(humility, forgiveness, love, etc) which are
also taught by many philosophers, moralists,
and religionists, he has gotten other things
very wrong. One very wrong thing is his
inability to confess explicitly the uniqueness
of Christ and Christianity, that Jesus is the
only Saviour of the world and only Way to
heaven in a “Larry King Live” interview in
2005, much like Billy Graham in a Robert
Schuller interview in 1997.13 The neo-
evangelicalism and ecumenism of Billy
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that they do not affect the preservation of the
whole Bible,” and then gave a list of such
scribal errors in 2 Kings 8:26/2 Chronicles
22:2, 2 Kings 24:8/2 Chronicles 36:9, 2
Samuel 8:4/1 Chronicles 18:4, 1 Kings 7:16/2
Kings 25:17, and Judges 18:30?  

When the Rev Seet was asked about
Matthew 5:18 in those days when he was still
in FEBC, he replied that he had to reexamine
what Jesus said in Matthew 5:18, that jot and
tittle does not mean jot and tittle because he
believed to be “fact” that 2 Chronicles 22:2
contains a scribal error. If he now denies that
there are such mistakes in the Old Testament,
then that is VPP is it not? Why does he now
say VPP is “heresy” and we are “heretics”
when we believe and teach that the Word of
God is 100% perfect without any error or
mistake (scribal or otherwise)? His words and
actions are very contradictory and confusing.  

The Rev Charles Seet and his Elders said
that John Owen advocated the exercise of
diligence in searching the Word of God to
solve textual difficulties. We agree with Owen
and have done just this through our papers
defending the present infallibility and
inerrancy of Scripture which are published in
The Burning Bush (re Moses or Manasseh in
Judg 18:30,9 the age of Ahaziah in 2 Chron
22:2,10 Saul’s reign in 1 Sam 13:1,11 the
numbers in Ezra 2 and Neh 712). As the Lord
enables, more papers would be published in
future to defend the infallibility and inerrancy
of the Hebrew and Greek texts/readings/words
on which the KJV is based (e.g. Ps 22:16, Acts
12:4, Jude 25, etc) without undermining the
veracity of the Scriptures and the faith of the
saints by calling them “mistakes” or “errors”
(scribal or otherwise).  

Has the Rev Seet changed his view in light
of his October 28, 2007 sermon? We are not
sure at all since he remains vague and refuses
to answer questions. But one thing is sure:
By calling VPP a “heresy” which must be
“stopped at its source,” he clearly forbids us to
teach that “apparent discrepancies” in the
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TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Mar 3 – 9, 2008) 

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Job 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
TUE   1.20 am Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo & team 
   leave for Holy Land Pilgrimage 
  Changi Airport Terminal 1  
  Flight: EK344 
WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship 
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Hermeneutics 
  (Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School 
  Catechism Class (Room 810) 
 10.30 am   Worship (Lord’s Supper) 
  (Rev Stephen Khoo) 
  Korean Service (Room 503) 
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)  
 

Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this 
Wed, Mar 5, 08, at 7.45 pm. Venue: RELC, Level 
6, Newton Room (Room 601). Message:  
“Remember Lot’s Wife” by Rev Stephen Khoo. 
All are welcome. Contact Judith at 96729973 for 
details.  
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat, Mar 8, 08, at 3.30 pm in the home 
of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. 
Message: “The Name of the LORD is a Strong 
Tower” by Bro Dominino. Contact Herbert at 
94377715 for details.  
YPF Youth Retreat, Mar 13 – 15, 08 at Aloha 
Resort, Changi. Workshops on Career and BGR 
will be conducted by Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. 
Camp fee: $10. Contact Andrew Kan at 
91598914 for details. All are invited. 
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: $10,084 
Designated Offerings: Rev Stephen Khoo $100; 
Rev Hien (Brisbane) $200; Brisbane BPC $300; 
Marilyn Nanta (Kuching) $200, $200; Dominino 
(FEBC) $50; Judah (FEBC) $50; Molla (FEBC) 
$50; Titus (FEBC) $50; Barnabas Yap & family 
$200; Sim Swee Ho $200, $100; Wendy Teng $100; 
FEBC Bookroom $33; FEBC $1,000, $100 
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
$13,017 
Church Building Fund $6,000, $500, $500, $200, 
$150 Total: S$725,868.27; USD500 
Sunday School Offering: $393.00 
Verse for the Week: A divine sentence is in the lips 
of the king: his mouth transgresseth not in judgment. 
Prov 16:10 
Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Pilgrims going to the Holy Land are to meet 
tomorrow, Mar 3, 08 at 10.45 pm, Changi Airport 
Terminal 1. Emirates 344 departs on Mar 4, 08 at 
1.20 am.  Pray for the safety of the group. 
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2 
Samuel under Elder Joseph, 9.15 am – 10.15 am.  
Infant Baptism on Easter Sunrise Service, Mar 23, 
08. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng (Tel: 
62541287/94754067). 
Brisbane BPC will hold its 1st Anniversary 
Thanksgiving Service on the Lord’s Day, Mar 
16, 08. True Lifers planning to attend can write 
to Rev Hien (hientrangng@optusnet.com.au) for 
information. Speaker: Eld Dr Boaz Boon.  
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan 
Agro Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: 
“Walking in Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and 
Error.” Speaker: Rev John MacKenzie. Registration 
commences today. Availability of rooms will be on 
a first-come-first-served basis. Please register early. 
Closing Date: Apr 27, 08. For details, please contact 
Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.  

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No. 540 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalms 120-122 
Hymn O Jerusalem  
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No. 541 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text Isaiah 2:1-4 
Sermon  The Jerusalem to Come 
 (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
Closing Hymn No. 538 
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

 Trinitarian Bible Society, Verbal 
Plenary Preservation, and the Texts 
Underlying the Authorised Version 
Life BPC and others2 have been arguing, in a 

most misleading manner, that the Trinitarian 
Bible Society (TBS) position is in 
contradistinction/opposed to the position of VPP 
of FEBC. Notwithstanding, that the TBS has 
issued no public statement to this effect, let us 
compare the TBS official position with both Life 
BPC and FEBC. All of the following quotations 
have been drawn from The Statement of 
Doctrine of Holy Scripture3 issued by “all the 
Members of the General Committee, the Vice-
Presidents and the General Secretary” in 2005. 
The TBS state very clearly that: “In conformity 
to God’s purpose, promise, and command, 
faithful and accurate copies were made 
(Deuteronomy 17:18; Proverbs 25:1) and, 
through God’s special providential care, His 
Word has been preserved in all generations
(Psalm 119:152; Matthew 5:18; 24:35; Luke 

16:17; 1 Peter 1:25).”4  
The TBS also state in the Preface

that they hold to, “The Reformation
Confessions such as the Westminster
(1647), the Savoy (1658), and the
London Baptist (1689), state
regarding Scripture that, ‘The Old
Testament in Hebrew, (which was the
native language of the people of God
of old,) and the New Testament in
Greek, (which at the time of the
writing of it, was most generally
known to the nations,) being
immediately inspired by God, and, by
his singular care and providence,
kept pure in all ages, are therefore
authentical … (WCF 1:8).” 

So we can conclude from these
statements that the TBS believes all
the Words of God have been
providentially preserved “pure” and
“in all ages.” Also, the preserving of
these Words has been done by God
and not man so we cannot believe that
this would be done carelessly or by
accident. We cannot play semantics
and say that “pure” only means really
99.9% as it can only rationally mean
100% and perfect as the WCF state
that it was done by God, who cannot
err as any impurity as “a little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump.” The
question now is: where does the TBS
state the “pure Words of God are?”
They say, “The Lord Jesus Christ and
His Apostles received the preserved
and standard Hebrew text of the Old
Testament as Scripture (Luke 4:16- 

Newly Completed Bamboo House of Yangon Orphanage under Thang No 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19, 21; 2 Timothy 3:16). This serves as our
pattern for accepting the historically
received text of the New Testament also as
Scripture (1 Timothy 5:18 cf. Luke 10:7; 2
Peter 3:15-16)… These texts of Scripture
reflect the qualities of God-breathed
Scripture, including being authentic, holy,
pure, true, infallible, trustworthy, excellent,
self-authenticating, necessary, sufficient,
perspicuous, self-interpreting, authoritative
and inerrant (Psalm 19:7-9, Psalm 119).
They are consequently to be received as the
Word of God (Ezra 7:14; Nehemiah 8:8;
Daniel 9:2; 2 Peter 1:19) and the correct
reading at any point is to be sought within
these texts.”5 

So, these “texts” are to be received the
same way Christ and the apostles received
them i.e. as the perfectly preserved and
inspired Scripture (2 Tim 3:16), as they are
“pure, true, infallible, trustworthy, excellent,
self-authenticating, necessary, sufficient,
perspicuous, self-interpreting, authoritative
and inerrant.” Therefore, we can safely
conclude that the TBS believe that these
“texts” can be said to be the perfect 100%
inspired Words of God. Now, which “texts”
are they referring to? The TBS state, “The
Trinitarian Bible Society maintains that the
providentially preserved true and authentic
text is to be found in the Masoretic Hebrew
and the Greek Received Texts. In so doing,
it follows the historic, orthodox Protestant
position of acknowledging as Holy Scripture
the Hebrew and Greek texts consistently
accessible to and preserved among the
people of God in all ages. These texts had
remained in common use in different parts of
the world for more than fifteen centuries and
they faithfully represent the texts used in
New Testament times.”6 

So, the TBS states very clearly that the
“true and authentic text” is “found in the
Masoretic and Received Texts,” but only
those from the Received text family. It adds

a further limb of proof here which is
important as it must only be in those texts
that are “consistently accessible to and
preserved among the people of God in all
ages.” This would appear to expressly rule
out any such concept of a “Majority Text”
position that “preservation is throughout the
ages in all the extant manuscripts, versions
and the citations by the Church fathers.”
However, how does the TBS define as the,
“Masoretic Hebrew and the Greek Received
Texts?” “The Society accepts as the best
edition of the Hebrew Masoretic text the one
prepared in 1524-25 by Jacob ben Chayyim
and known, after David Bomberg the
publisher, as the Bomberg text. The Greek
Received Text is the name given to a group
of printed texts, the first of which was
published by Desiderius Erasmus in 1516.
The Society uses for the purposes of
translation the text reconstructed by F.H.A.
Scrivener in 1894.”7 

It should be noted carefully that the
“Greek Received Text” is defined by the
TBS as “the name given to a group of
printed texts, the first of which was
published by Desiderius Erasmus in 1516.”
This clearly does not include any other so-
called “Majority Text” from any other
Byzantine Family manuscripts that are
extant today that differ from any of the
“printed texts.” We can only logically
conclude that the TBS only accept these
“printed texts” as having the “true and
authentic text” of the “pure” Providentially
Preserved Word of God. 

Life BPC have tried to argue that the
TBS statement does not mean this and that
the TBS allow latitude of interpretation in
that they believe all of the “Words of God”
are preserved somewhere in the extant
manuscripts within the “Byzantine Text”
family. However, the TBS clearly state they
only view the “printed texts” not the extant
manuscripts as the “Greek Received Text,”

FEBC are grounded on a “personal grudge”
and not on principle, as they are currently
maintaining.  

In light of the above evidence, we can
only plead that Life BPC formally retract
their visceral and clearly unfounded and
unbiblical accusations against their founding
pastor, Dr. Timothy Tow and the Board of
Directors of FEBC. Further delays will only
compound the great wrong of these terrible
slurs and slanders, which as they themselves
stated, “brings no glory to God, and will
only discredit the Church of God”24 for the
infallible and perfect Scripture warns, “For
with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be
judged: and with what measure ye mete, it
shall be measured to you again” (Matt 7:2). 

— A foreign observer
____________________ 

 http://www.lifebpc.com/ourstand/godlypath. 
htm – so desperate are Life BPC to buttress
their misrepresentation of the TBS view that
they have resorted to citing A J Brown, former
editorial secretary of the Trinitarian Bible
Society (TBS) in a 24 year old document,
“Faith and Textual Scholarship”, TBS
Quarterly Record (Oct-Dec 1984). They have
acted, at best, carelessly in failing to study the
clear statements of the latest Statement of
Doctrine of Holy Scripture by the TBS. This
error is compounded when the TBS has
rejected the validity of the statements of A J
Brown, as Mr. David Larlham, the Assistant
General Secretary of TBS, recently wrote to
Dr. Jeffrey Khoo of FEBC “we would suggest
that neither you nor the Rev. Wong should
place any such reliance upon the comments of
Mr. Andrew Brown going back around 20
years.” David Cloud lists correspondence from
Mr. Brown (www.wayoflife.org/articles/
majoritytext.htm) clearly endorsing the
“Majority Text” position in the 1980s, but he
states that Mr. Andrew Brown was “dismissed
from the Trinitarian Bible Society in 1991.”  
2 http://www.truth.sg/tbsnonvpp.htm. 

3 http://www.trinitarianbiblesociety.org/site/ 
statement.pdf. 
4 Preface, Section 4. 
5 Section 6. 
6 Note 1, p.6. 
7 Note 3, p.6. 
8 See definition of “Majority Text” in Word
List, p.9. 
9 http://www.lifebpc.com/ourstand/stmtfaith. 
htm. 
10 The Burning Bush, Vol 12 Number 1,
Editorial, p 2 
11 “A Brief Look at the Textus Receptus” in
Appendix 3. 
12 Indeed, the TBS state in Appendix 2,
(footnote 4) that “the Society believes that the
latest and best edition is the text reconstructed
by F. H. A. Scrivener in 1894.” 
13 The Burning Bush, Vol 12, No 2, pp.80-81,
Non issues. 
14  http://www.wbir.com/news/local/story.  
aspx?storyid=31306. 
15 http://www.fbfi.org/content/view/61/29. 
16 http://www.thecrowncollege.com/Future/  
Faith.aspx. 
17 http://www.pcci.edu/CampusChurch/Pastor 
Bios.html. 
18 Streeter, Lloyd, Seventy-five Problems with
Central Baptist Theological Seminary’s Book
‘The Bible Version Debate’ (First Baptist
Church, P.O. Box 1043, LaSalle, IL 61301),
2003, pp. 98, 99, 104. 
19 http://www.wayoflife.org/fbns/churchdir/  
!churches.htm. 
20 http://shalom-baptist.com/index.html. 
21 http://www.fpchurch.org.uk/Beliefs/ 
AuthorisedVersion.php. 
22 Ian R K Paisley, My Plea for the Old Sword:
the English Authorised Version (KJV) (Belfast:
Ambassador, 1997), pp. 102-3. 
23 Ibid, p.106. 
24 http://www.lifebpc.com/ourstand/godlypath. 
htm. 
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 “Those who do not believe that God
preserved His Word are really going down
the path of final rejection of that Book of
which the Lord Jesus Christ said, ‘The Word
of God cannot be broken.’ Thank God, no
potency can disintegrate this Rock.22  

Dr Paisley went on to defend the VPP of
Scripture and the KJV from Psalm 12:6-7:
“Surely here we have the Doctrine of Divine
Preservation divinely revealed. The
preserved Scriptures cannot be lost or
caused in any way to perish. As of the God
who uttered them, so we can say, ‘Thou
remainest!’ 

“It is interesting to note that the new
Bibles vary the words of Psalm 12:6-7 and
so eliminate the testimony of that verse to
the Divine Preservation of the Scriptures.
They insist that the ‘them’ of verse seven is
not a reference to God’s words but to God’s
people …and destroy the text’s testimony to
the Preservation of God’s Word. 

“God’s providential preservation of His
own Word ensured that the true Scriptures
were not hidden away in the library of the
Antichrist nor in a monastery of ‘Greek
Catholic’ idolatry at the time when Tyndale
prepared his Bible. Faithful and true copies
of the originals were at hand for the Divine
Bombshell (Tyndale’s translation of God’s
Holy Word into English) which would smash
the Roman Antichrist. He translated into
English the Preserved Word of God, not the
Perverted Word of God. 

“A return to the Apostolic Gospel comes
as a result of Tyndale’s work. A return to the
Apostate Gospel comes as a result of the
translation of Rome’s long hidden, perverted
text and other such perverted texts in the
Modern Perversions of the Scriptures.  

“The Authorised Version translated into
English the Preserved Word of God and so
preserved for the English speaking peoples
of the World, the Word of the Living God,

which they also state is “definitive and the
final point of reference in all the Society’s
work.” However, in a final and surely
decisive blow to the Life BPC position, the
TBS also, in their definition of the “Majority
Text,” expressly and definitively rule out
any such view as Biblically valid: “Majority
Text: A text based on the majority of
manuscript witnesses. The Greek New
Testament According to the Majority Text,
edited by Zane C. Hodges and Arthur L.
Farstad (1982), is a modern example of the
Majority Text. Although close to the
Received Text, there are a number of
differences and some of these are significant
(e.g. John 7:53-8:11; Acts 8:36, 37).
Furthermore, as no detailed collation of all
surviving manuscripts has taken place, the
exact majority text cannot yet be
determined; and even if one day that
became possible, the resultant text could
only be provisional and tentative, because
the discovery of further manuscripts
might change minority readings to
majority readings, or vice versa. The
doctrine of providential preservation,
however, teaches that the Church is—and
always has been—in possession of the true
text of Scripture.”8 

In other words, the TBS have adopted a
faith-based test for determining the exact
words of Holy Scripture which is “the
doctrine of providential preservation,
however, teaches that the Church is—and
always has been—in possession of the true
text of Scripture.” What the TBS are stating
here is that there is no further examination
needed of extant texts within any of the
textual families as we already have the exact
words of the autographs in the “printed
texts” of the “Greek Received Text.” In
simple terms, it is crystal clear to anyone
who reads with an open mind, that the TBS
believe in VPP in the various editions of the
printed Greek Texts of the Textus Receptus!

the only infallible Rule of Faith and
Practice.”23 

It is axiomatic, from all of the evidence
presented above, that a “new formulation” of
an historic doctrine is not necessarily
characteristic of “heresy.” It is also clear that
Life BPC have not even carried out the basic
steps of collating the evidence properly and
analyzing it objectively. This was the very
evidence that they used to act in a
discriminatory, inconsistent and unbiblical
manner in their inflammatory and unjust
action. They are simply willing to tolerate
any view on preservation, save that of
FEBC. 

It is clear from these quotes that Dr. Ian
Paisley believes that the “true Scriptures”
were only preserved in a “full, complete,
perfect” manner in the Authorised Version.
Will Life BPC denounce now the Joint
Chairman of the World Congress of
Fundamentalists, Dr. Ian Paisley as a
“heretic?” Will they do this also for the TBS,
Crown College, Dr. Clarence Sexton, Way
of Life, hundreds (if not thousands) of
KJVO churches across the world, and Dr.
Lloyd Streeter, co-pastor of the Campus
Church at Pensacola Christian College? Will
they issue a statement banning all of these
groups from the premises of Life BPC for
their “heresy?” In accordance with Titus
3:10 and their claim to practice in their
Constitution “Ecclesiastical separation from
all churches or groups of churches who are
doctrinally impure,” will Life BPC “reject”
and separate from the TBS, Dr. Ian Paisley,
the Free Presbyterians of Ulster and
Scotland, Fundamental Baptist Fellowship
International, Crown College, Pensacola
Christian College, and the World Congress
of Fundamentalists for promoting “heresy”
and allowing “heretics” into leadership. 

Again, if Life BPC do not, it is
manifestly obvious that their threatening
statements of intent and accusations against

This is very different from the Life BPC
position that only holds to a nebulous and
undefined view that “God has fully
preserved His Word in the body of
manuscripts (or texts or copies) after the
original autographs were lost.”9 

By contrast, FEBC state that: “The
infallible and inerrant words of Scripture
are found in the faithfully preserved
Traditional/Majority manuscripts and fully
represented in the Printed and Received
Text...that underlies the Reformation Bibles
best represented by the KJV.”10 

The TBS position, from the deductive
and logical analysis above can only differ
from FEBC in one marginal aspect; that they
would change this statement to “fully
represented in the Printed and Received
Texts,” as they state “the scope of the
Society’s Constitution does not extend to
considering the minor variations between the
printed editions of the Textus Receptus.” It
would also seem logical that the TBS would
probably lean more to the view of FEBC as
no doubt it makes more sense to assume that
the KJV translators made the right choices
with the greater evidence before them in
determining the true text when comparing
what the TBS say are “variations” that are
“not of great significance and rarely affect
the sense” 11 in the various printed editions
of the Received Text.12  

Despite, Life BPC accusations that FEBC
is “divisive” on this issue, the reality is that
FEBC readily embraces the TBS position as
a legitimate interpretation and state, “FEBC
concedes that others can differ with them
‘over the absolute certainty as regards the
underlying texts or words’ but as long as
other VPP and KJV defenders ‘...maintain
VPP in the lineage of Byzantine/Majority
manuscripts and the Textus Receptus...’ and
deny the Westcott-Hort Text and also deny
the existence of scribal errors, ‘...slight
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differences of opinion over the verbally
preserved texts/words among KJV defenders
should remain as non issues...’.”13  

Life BPC claim that the conviction of
VPP, “is not held by the majority of
fundamental, Bible-believing institutions,
churches and writers.” Notwithstanding, that
their distinctives of Reformed Premillennial
Presbyterianism is in a relative minority in
these categories and they do not consider
that a problem, a quick survey around the
“Fundamentalist world” will show how
worthless such as observation is. For
instance, in the USA, it is reckoned that the
number of independent Baptist churches is
roughly 10,000 and most of these are
KJVO/VPP. We will list just a few
examples: 

(1) Crown College of the Bible and
Temple Baptist Church is an Independent
Fundamental Baptist Bible college and
seminary in Powell, Tennessee with more
than 1,000 students. The founder and
President, Dr. Clarence Sexton has spoken at
many Free Presbyterian Churches in
Northern Ireland and is a close friend of Dr.
Ian Paisley and have exchanged pulpits
many times.14 The Reformers’ portraits line
the halls of Temple Baptist Church. In 2007,
Dr. Sexton gave the opening address to
the Fundamental Baptist Fellowship
International (FBFI) Annual Fellowship.15

His Church, Bible College and Seminary are
openly KJVO and clearly state in their
“Statement of Faith” on the Scriptures: “We
believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments to be the Bible, ‘as it is in
truth, the Word of God ...’ (I Thessalonians
2:13). We believe in verbal, plenary
inspiration in the original writings, and
God’s preservation of His pure words to
every generation (II Timothy 3:16, Psalms
12:6-8). The Masoretic Text of the Old
Testament and the Received Text of the New
Testament (Textus Receptus) are those texts

of the original languages we accept and use;
the King James Version of the Bible is the
only English version we accept and use.”16 

(2) Pensacola Christian College has
4,500 undergraduate students and has
recently appointed Dr. Lloyd Streeter as co-
pastor of the Campus Church17 who has
published a book fully endorsing VPP in
which he says, “We have no original
language manuscripts for the book of Job
except those copied in A.D. 900 by
Massorite scribes. That is a gap of
approximately 3,000 years. Actually, we do
not even know the language in which Job
was originally written. Think of it, dear
reader – 3,000 years with no manuscripts?
How would you know that Job is God’s
Word if you had to depend on ‘early
manuscripts’? There is ONE way to know
and that is by faith. God said He
would preserve His Word and He kept
His promise… The perfection and
trustworthiness of the King James Bible
should be looked upon as a winnowing or
refining process extending from Tyndale
through 1769.”18 

(3) David Cloud runs the Way of Life
website ministry which has the largest
list of subscribers and viewers of any
Fundamentalist ministry. Cloud receives
2,500 and more personal letters and e-mails
each month. Hundreds of Independent
Baptist Churches are associated with him
and list in his Directory of Churches.  

(4) Singapore has a number of
Independent Baptist Churches, listed in
David Cloud’s Directory that are clearly
VPP.19 For instance, Shalom Baptist Church
states, “We believe that God preserved His
Word in the Traditional Masoretic and
Traditional Greek Text (the Textus
Receptus) and we hold the King James
Version which is based on these texts as the
best English translation of the Bible.” 20 

Standards depend on verses that are only in
the Received Text and have therefore been
omitted in most modern versions” (e.g. Matt.
6:13, 1 John 5:7).21 

(6) Dr. Ian Paisley, the Joint Chairman of
the World Congress of Fundamentalists and
Founder of the Free Presbyterian Church of
Ulster, Rev. Dr. Ian Paisley M.P., in his
book My Plea for the Old Sword (KJV),
wrote: “Divine Revelation plus Divine
Inspiration plus Divine Preservation equals
the Divine Bible. These all, without
exception, cover the whole field of every
Word of God. There is no such thing as
verbal Revelation without verbal Inspiration
and there is no such thing as verbal
Inspiration without verbal Preservation. In
all cases it is not partial but plenary i.e.
full, complete, perfect. … 

“The Divine Revelation, put into writing
the verbally Infallible Scriptures through
Divine Inspiration, must have Divine
Preservation in order to be available to all
generations. The verbal Inspiration of the
Scriptures demands the verbal Preservation
of the Scriptures. Those who would deny the
need for verbal Preservation cannot be
accepted as being really committed to verbal
Inspiration. If there is no preserved Word of
God today then the work of Divine
Revelation and Divine Inspiration has
perished. 

“In such a case any Bible is as good as
any other. Hence the multiplication and
continuing changes of perverted English
versions of the Bible on the market today. 

“Those who believe in a partial
preservation are not much better. To say
that God has preserved most of the Original
Scriptures but not them all, robs us of every
Word of God. Therefore we cannot live [by
His every word, Matt 4:4]. This is but
another way to pen-knife God’s every Word.  
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(5) The Free Presbyterian Church of
Scotland clearly embrace the TBS’ position
that all the “Words of God” have been
preserved in the Received Text of the Textus
Receptus editions. Speaking of the WCF,
they disagree with the Life BPC
interpretation and state, “Note how the
Confession emphasises ‘in all ages.’ The
claim of biblical criticism is that manuscripts
discovered over the past 150 years which
were not used or available to the Church in
the preceding 1500 years are more authentic
than the standard text (often called the
Received Text) which form the vast majority
of available manuscripts which the
Westminster Assembly spoke of as having
been kept pure in all ages. This text is
witnessed to by the general consensus of the
Church in each generation. God has
preserved the Scriptures down through the
ages for the salvation of men and the
edification and comfort of His church, not
buried away secretly but publicly in the
usage of His Church. It is significant that
Isaiah 59:21 speaks of the Church’s
continuous possession of the Word, this
verse is, as John Owen, put it, ‘the great
charter of the Church’s preservation of
truth.’ Any close consideration of the
following verses will show that the
providential preservation taught in relation
to the Word of God extends beyond its
doctrines to all of its words. Every word of
the Scriptures as originally given was fully
inspired of God and in the same way every
word preserved by God is also fully inspired
(See Matthew 5:18; 24:35; Matt 28:20; Mark
13:31; Luke 16:17; Luke 21:33; 1 Cor 11:23;
1 Pet 1:25; Rev 22:18-19). 

“Any Church that holds fully to the
teaching of the Westminster Confession
must recognise that the Bible teaches the full
providential preservation of the text of
Scripture. Not least because various parts of
the wording and teaching of the Westminster
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Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205
Email: febc@pacific.net.sg; Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg

(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime)

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Mar 10 – 16, 2008)

MON – FRI FEBC Mid-Term Break
THU – SAT YPF Youth Retreat
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Adults Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Dr S H Tow)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
4.45 pm Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo & Team

return from Holy Land
Pilgrimage
Changi Airport Terminal 1
Flight: EK348

YPF Youth Retreat will be held this week from
Thu to Sat, Mar 13 – 15, 08 at Aloha Resort,
Changi. Workshops on Career and BGR will be
conducted by Dennis Kabingue. Contact Andrew
Kan at 91598914 for details.

Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held at
the home of Mr and Mrs William Teo this
Sat, Mar 15, 08, at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk
835 Woodlands St. 83 #12-113. Message:
“Christian and Recreation” by Rev Dr Prabhudas
Koshy. Contact William Teo at 91831150 for
details.
We extend our congratulations to Mr and Mrs
Timothy Tan on the birth of their daughter,
Evelyn Tan on Mar 3, 08.
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo is away leading the Holy
Land Pilgrimage, Mar 3 – 16, 08.
At the Book Table: Pastor’s book, Disciples of
McIntire, at special price of $4.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $13,644
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200, $200;
Rev Jeffrey Khoo $500; Rev Ronny Khoo $300;
Baraka BPC $590; Bohol BPC $250; Brisbane
BPC $200; Marilyn Nanta (Kuching) $200;
Barnabas Yap & family $100; Wendy Teng $600,
$300; FEBC Bookroom $333; FEBC Scholarship
$600, $100; FEBC $1,000, $1,000, $400
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$20,717
Church Building Fund $3,009, $2,000, $1,300,
$300, $300, $210, $100 Total: S$733,087.27;
USD500

Sunday School Offering: $360.00

Verse for the Week: A just weight and balance are
the LORD’s: all the weights of the bag are his work.
Prov 16:11

Brisbane BPC will hold its 1st Anniversary
Thanksgiving Service on next Lord’s Day, Mar
16, 08. True Lifers planning to attend can write
to Rev Hien (hientrangng@optusnet.com.au) for
information. Speaker: Eld Dr Boaz Boon.
Infant Baptism on Easter Sunrise Service, Mar 23,
08. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng (Tel:
62541287/94754067).
Easter Sunrise Service, Mar 23, 08 will be held at
the Labrador Park, 7 am. Bus leaves Newton at 6.30
am sharp. If you need transport, please sign up at the
Notice Board outside the Auditorium. For enquiries,
please contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking in
Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.” Speaker:
Rev John MacKenzie. Please register early.
Availability of rooms will be on a first-come-first-
served basis. Closing Date: Apr 27, 08. For details,
please contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Stephen Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 432
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 59
Hymn No. 325
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 384
Pastoral Prayer Rev Stephen Khoo
Scripture Text Gen 2:8-18; Luke 23:43
Sermon Thou Shalt Be With Me in

Paradise
(Rev Stephen Khoo)

Closing Hymn No. 183 (Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Stephen Khoo

BATTLE FOR THE FAITH
Impressions by Richard Tiu on the life and
ministry of the Rev Dr Timothy Tow taken

from his book Disciples of McIntire

same teacher-student relationship that Paul and
Timothy had. Another example in the early church
would be the apostle John and his disciple
Polycarp. During the 16th century Protestant
Reformation, Luther had Melanchthon, Zwingli
had Bullinger, Calvin had Beza, and Knox,

Melville. And these teacher-student
tandems all suffered great persecutions
in earnestly contending for the faith. I
cannot but have the same impression of
the relationship that Timothy Tow had
with his seminary professor, Carl
McIntire. From its founder, the Bible
Presbyterian (BP) movement with
its strong fundamental and separatist
stand flourished in other parts
of the world under his student,
persecutions, heartaches, and sufferings
notwithstanding. There can be no
success without any successor.

1940s
It all began in January 1948 when

Timothy Tow was studying at Faith
Seminary in America. There, he caught
on the spirit of the 20th Century
Reformation, out of which the Bible
Presbyterian (BP) movement was born.
McIntire sounded out the call for an
urgent need to combat the ecumenical
movement of the World Council of
Churches (WCC) which sought to
unite all denominations, and eventually
Catholics and Protestants with the view
of returning to Rome. To counter this
apostasy, McIntire called for all
the fundamental and Bible-believing
churches to separate from the WCC
and form the International Council of
Christian Churches (ICCC). Aside
from Tow, another Singaporean, K C
Quek, responded to this call. Later,
another McIntire disciple and fellow
Singaporean, C T Hsu, joined in the fray
and they became known as “The Three
Musketeers” of the ICCC. Perhaps they
were the pioneers of biblical separation

“And the things that
thou hast heard of me
among many witnesses,
the same commit thou to
faithful men, who shall
be able to teach others
also” (2 Tim 2:2). Thus
wrote the mentor to
his young protégé. The
history of the Christian
church is replete with
faithful men having the
same teacher-student

up at the turn of the century giving rise to
the denial of the Verbal Plenary Preservation
of the Scriptures which is a backdoor attack
on the Verbal Plenary Inspiration of the
Scriptures. The Authorised Version of the
Bible (KJV) is being undermined by
advocates of Westcott and Hort and the
modern versions. There is “death in the pot.”

The 16th century Reformation battle-cry
Sola Scriptura continues into the 21st

century. As long as God’s words are
attacked and the Lord is betrayed, the fight
goes on. And though weakened by his long
years of labour for the Lord, this McIntire

disciple refuses to give up the fight. I have
always thought it prudent for him to ride out the
battle in peace and silence and be spared the
heartaches. But his steadfastness to the truth
best exemplifies what it is to have fellowship in
Christ’s sufferings. To me, his example is a
lifelong exposition of this verse, “For unto you
it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to
believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake”
(Phil 1:29). The Rev Dr Timothy Tow is a
pastor, author, and theologian par excellence,
faithful to the Lord he loves and serves. May
there be a steady stream of Tow’s disciples in
the generations to come.



in the Far East and were the first to expose
modernism and liberalism in the region.

1950s
With a brilliant mind and prolific with the

pen, Tow’s writing prowess was employed in
the battle for the faith. For the pen is indeed
mightier than the sword. And when the truth is
behind the pen, it is packed with such mighty
power. A quarterly newsletter, the Malaysia
Christian, was launched in late 1951
uncovering the errors of certain publications
that sought to undermine the pure gospel of
Christ. The alliance of the Malayan Christian
Council (MCC) with the WCC in ecumenical
union was also exposed. Now this certainly
was no small matter as this newsletter will
soon stir a big hornet’s nest in no less than the
Bishop of Singapore, H W Baines. Baines was
as ecumenical as the WCC, and labeled those
who opposed the WCC, “extremists.” This was
just a preview of things to come in the ministry
of the author. The author could not be
cowered. “We ought to obey God rather than
men” (Acts 5:29). Tow followed this precept
to the hilt. “WE MAY BE REPROACHED
BUT NOT OUR LORD” was the bold banner
that headlined the Malaysia Christian in
defense of its anti-ecumenical stand.

The 20th century Reformation movement
received God’s stamp of approval when the BP
church was blessed with a 38,000 sq ft
property bequeathed by an Indonesian pastor.
Out of this property the BP church in
Singapore expanded to three by 1958. The
author, being an indefatigable missionary,
would soon launch into missions near and far.
Early in his pastoral ministry, he would
venture into the villages of Malaya. Together
with his comrade, C T Hsu, they evangelised
60 new villages in that place in just two
missionary journeys. His love for missions not
only took him to Singapore’s Judea and
Samaria but also into the uttermost parts of the
world including the Philippines. Being a
Filipino, I am very thankful to know that my
country is close to the heart of the movement.
In fact the First General Assembly of the
Far Eastern Council of Christian Churches
(FECCC) was held in Manila where the

assembly sought to disassociate itself from the
WCC and its local affiliates in the Far East.
Inevitably, the movement had to separate from
the Synod of Churches back in Singapore due to
serious theological differences. Thus, Life Church
became Life Bible-Presbyterian Church in
January 1955 and the BP Church movement in
the Far East was born. Separate from that which
is false to propagate that which is true. This was
exactly how the BP mustard seed grew to become
what it is today under the leadership of Timothy
Tow.

1960s
The 60’s was a time to “lengthen thy cords,

and strengthen thy stakes” as Tow was given the
vision to build the church and the founding of a
Bible college to train “faithful men, [and women]
who shall be able to teach others also.” In due
time this will address the dilemma of having to
send students abroad since there was no sound
English Bible college in Singapore at that time.
This required Tow to return to his alma mater
once again for further training. Before he could
even depart, the Lord had already prepared the
realisation of this vision when the government
granted a 52,233 sq ft of prime land, fulfiling the
BP principle that every congregation should
own its own property – not centralisation but
decentralisation. These events gave way to the
Lord’s blessing on the new Life BP Church and
Far Eastern Bible College (FEBC) building which
has since become a landmark at Gilstead Road.

In order to prepare himself for the teaching
ministry in the Bible college, Tow pursued
further studies at Faith Seminary for the degree of
Master of Sacred Theology. He wrote on The Law
of Moses and of Jesus for his required thesis. This
would later become a 168-page book an excellent
refutation of dispensational theology that teaches
the abrogation of the moral law together with the
ceremonial and civil laws of the Old Testament.
Thus the author was conferred the STM degree in
May of 1959 but not without much difficulty
both academically and financially. He recounted
taking in odd jobs to be able to survive financially
– including washing toilets. “He that is faithful in
that which is least is faithful also in much” (cf
Luke 19:17). His humble labours would soon
pave the way for an even greater work to

“lengthen and strengthen” the ministry upon
his return to Singapore. Life BP Church will
be dedicated and the Far Eastern Bible College
will be inaugurated. From this twin lighthouse,
the light and truth of God’s words will shine
forth in the coming decades in spite of
dissension and opposition both from within
and without. A bulwark for the truth it will be.
“Holding forth the Word of Life” (Phil 2:16).
“Holding fast the Faithful Word” (Tit 1:9).

In the 70’s the BP movement continued
to flourish locally as well as abroad. The
movement went as far as West Kalimantan,
North Sumatra, and the Riau Islands in
Indonesia. In places inaccessible by aviation
Tow would venture by boat, sometimes sailing
for days, just to reach the remotest villages of
Southeast Asia. “How then shall they call on
him in whom they have not believed? And how
shall they believe in him of whom they have
not heard? And how shall they hear without a
preacher? And how shall they preach, except
they be sent? As it is written, How beautiful
are the feet of them that preach the gospel of
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!”
(Rom 10:14-15). Today, thriving fundamental
churches exist in far-flung places such as
Tanjung Pinang, Pontianak, Medan, Kuching,
Rawang, Kelapa Sawit, and Batam among
others. This Samarian ministry took the author
many trips across rivers and seas, propagating
the gospel in obedience to the Lord’s Great
Commission and expanding the ICCC and the
BP movement beyond Singapore.

1970s

In the late 70’s, Tow received an urgent
request from McIntire to teach at Faith
Seminary. One proverb posted at the FEBC
bulletin board near the kitchen reads, “The
inexorable law of filial piety.” Without a
doubt, Tow, the principal of FEBC, has this
law written in his heart. Thus Tow left for
America together with his family for a one-
year teaching stint at his alma mater. Aside
from teaching at the seminary, this one-year
break would take them to many cities in
Europe and America for various conferences
and preaching engagements, visiting many

friends. There were side trips to the Philippines
and Japan too. Now the battle is being waged
on all fronts. From Judean Singapore and
Samarian Indonesia, it has now gone into all
parts of the world. But traveling to all these
places especially as a family was costly. Tow
quotes a Christian saying, “God is the best
paymaster. He is never man’s debtor.” I say
“Amen” to that! When the prophet Jonah fled
from God’s call and went instead to Tarshish,
he paid his own fare (Jon 1:3), and even almost
ended up paying for it with his life. But when
we obey God’s call, He will take care of
everything – fare, food, everything including
our health!

1980s

A bigger battle was waiting for Tow in the
80’s as the church grew in Singapore. By
this time the Bible-Presbyterian Church of
Singapore had established 25 churches with
over 6,000 members. However, together with
growth came dissent. Irreconcilable differences
in interpreting the doctrine of separation,
fundamentalism and neo-evangelicalism gave
no other recourse but to dissolve the BP Synod
of Singapore. The “Mount” BP churches
had vouched for tongues-speaking and
charismatism and had to be opposed. A true
disciple of McIntire would never take this
sitting down. The line of biblical separation had
been breached from within and the parting of
ways in obedience to God was inevitable. Like
teacher like student. McIntire staunchly stood
for biblical separation. Tow did likewise.

2000 and Beyond

As the 21st century ushered in, the BP
movement in Singapore marked its 50th

anniversary since its inception. About two
years later on March 19, 2002, McIntire, the
founder of the worldwide BP movement went
home to be with the Lord at age 95. The FEBC,
in which Tow, McIntire’s loyal disciple, is both
founder and principal, together with BP
churches that have remained faithful to her
Statement of Faith continues with the struggle
to fight the good fight of faith. The battle has
since shifted into the arena of Bible
preservation. Neo-fundamentalism has cropped
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TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Mar 17 – 23, 2008) 

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Job 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
THU 7.30 pm No FEBC Night Class 
FRI 8.00 pm  Good Friday Service 
  (Lord’s Supper) 
SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN 7.00 am Easter Sunrise Service at 

Labrador Park  
  (Rev Stephen Khoo) 
     10.30 am    Korean Service (Room 503) 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)  
Monday night class is held at the Far Eastern 
Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a 
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat 
(Mar 22, 08). Time: 4 pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those 
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender 
MRT at 3.15 pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 
for details. 
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro 
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking 
in Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.” 
Speaker: Rev John MacKenzie. Please register 
early. Availability of rooms will be on a first-
come-first-served basis. Closing Date: Apr 27, 
08.  For details, please contact Dn Charles Kan at 
98310468.  
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo & team will return from 
the Holy Land Pilgrimage this evening at 4.45pm, 
Changi Airport Terminal 1, Flight: EK348. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$5,991; USD0.25 
Designated Offerings: Brisbane BPC $1,000; 
VBS $1,000, $230; Sunday School $700; Sim Swee 
Ho $1,000, $1,000, $300; Needy Brethren $900; 
FEBC Scholarship $100 
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
S$12,221; USD0.25 
Church Building Fund $1,250, $1,250, $1,000, 
$1,000, $100 Total: S$737,687.27; USD500 
Sunday School Offering: $318.00 
Verse for the Week: It is an abomination to kings 
to commit wickedness: for the throne is established 
by righteousness. Prov 16:12 
 

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2 
Samuel under Elder Joseph, 9.15 am – 10.15 am. 
All are welcome. Lessons are downloadable 
from www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm. 
Infant Baptism on Easter Sunrise Service, Mar 
23, 08. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng 
(Tel: 62541287/94754067). 
Easter Sunrise Service, Mar 23, 08 will be held 
at the Labrador Park, 7 am. Bus leaves Newton 
at 6.30 am sharp. If you need transport, please 
sign up at the Notice Board outside the 
Auditorium. For those driving, please park at 
Carpark B. Bring along your own sitting 
mats/chairs. For enquiries, please contact Dn
Charles Kan at 98310468.  
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and 
strength. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan 
Opening Hymn No. 198 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 43 
Hymn No. 14 
Announcements 
Special Number Young People’s Fellowship
Offering & Hymn No. 395 
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan 
Scripture Text Heb 2:9-15 
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow  
Sermon                         Through Death He 

Destroyed the Devil 
 (Dr S H Tow) 
Closing Hymn No. 117 
Benediction  Dr S H Tow 

Truth is Victory 
(A Message by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo preached on 

Jan 13, 08 at True Life BPC) 
Text: 2 Cor 13:1-10 

The Corinthian church was a problem-riddled 
church. Just read 1st Corinthians and you will see 
the many problems which plagued that church. 
There was carnality and idolatry, incest and heresy. 
Paul was the founding father of the Corinthian 
church and was sincerely concerned that the 
Corinthian church be corrected of her sinful and 
shameful ways.   

Amidst all the carnality and heresies in the 
church, Paul was optimistic that truth will win, 
truth is victory, “For we can do nothing against 
the truth, but for the truth” (2 Cor 13:8). Why is 
truth so powerful and formidable? There are three 
reasons:  

Truth is Not Elusive but Established  
(2 Cor 13:1-2) 

The Apostle Paul tells the Corinthians that he 

will be paying them a third visit. The
first visit was the founding visit (Acts
18:1-8). Many of the Corinthians, by the
grace of God, were converted under
Paul’s ministry. The Corinthian church
was a spiritually gifted and materially
wealthy church, but they were not
careful to keep themselves spiritually
strong and separated, and so succumbed
to worldliness—the lust of the flesh, lust
of the eyes and the pride of life. Paul
had to write a long epistle—1st

Corinthians—to address the sins of the
church. But they would not listen. So
Paul paid them a visit—his second—
which brought him a lot of pain (2 Cor
2:1). They treated Paul very badly. They
rejected his spiritual leadership. He was
insulted and humiliated. They preferred
following false teachers who called
themselves “super-apostles” (2 Cor
12:11). These “super-apostles” were
wolves in sheep’s clothing. Paul left the
church with a lot of pain and sorrow in
his heart. He then wrote them a tearful
letter (2 Cor 2:4, 9) pleading with them
to repent of their ways and be restored to
him. Praise the Lord, the Corinthian
church did feel very sorry for how they
had dealt with their spiritual father, and
repented with many tears. Paul then
wrote 2nd Corinthians to defend his
apostleship and expose the false apostles
in the church. And if there were those
who were still opposed to him and the
truth that he taught, he would come this
third time to try them, and he was
certain they would be found guilty for
truth will out “in the mouth of two or
three witnesses.” No one can hide from
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the truth or run away from the truth. The more
we hide the truth, the more it shows up. Truth
cannot be destroyed but established.  

Paul says, “In the mouth of two or three
witnesses shall every word be established” (2
Cor 13:1 cf Deut 19:15). In other words, a
judicial inquiry will be set up, and a hearing
will be convened, witnesses will be summoned
and cross-examined so that the truth might be
ascertained and established. Every statement
must be backed up by evidence and not by
hearsay or rumour. Paul calls on those who
have sinned and have not yet repented to do so
quickly. If we have sinned, there are at least
two witnesses which will testify against us:
God’s Word (Heb 4:12) and our heart (Rom
2:14-15), and if we have wronged another, the
third witness would be the victim himself or
those who have witnessed the wrong done
(Deut 19:18-19). If we have sinned, there is
always forgiveness when we confess our sins,
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

Truth is Not Might but Right  
(2 Cor 13:3-4) 

Many think that might is right, that being
rich and powerful means the approval of God
and hence the right to suppress and oppress
others (Jas 2:6-7). But God says the rich and
mighty will be brought down and the poor and
lowly will be lifted up (Jas 1:10). The Lord
Jesus Christ for example “was crucified
through weakness but liveth by the power of
God” (2 Cor 13:4). His crucifixion or death
was not defeat but victory for by the power of
God, He rose from the dead and ascended into
heaven, and is now sitting at the right hand of
God the Father (Phil 2:5-11). Jesus bore the
cross before He wore the crown.  

The Apostle Paul lived in the same way
following the example of Christ, “For we also
are weak in him” (2 Cor 13:4). But our human
weakness is transformed by the power of God
so that we might become effective for Christ to
the glory of God. The proud Saul had to
become the humble Paul before the Lord could

use him. Paul testified, “Though I might
also have confidence in the flesh. If any
other man thinketh that he hath whereof he
might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised
the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the
Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;
Concerning zeal, persecuting the church;
touching the righteousness which is in the
law,  blameless. But what things were gain
to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and do count them but
dung, that I may win Christ” (Phil 3:4-8). In
2 Corinthians 11:28-30, 12:9-10, Paul said,
“Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is
offended, and I burn not? If I must needs
glory, I will glory of the things which
concern mine infirmities. … Most gladly
therefore will I rather glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest
upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in
infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in
persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake:
for when I am weak, then am I strong.” 

The people of the world look for
might—the best, the brightest, the rich, the
powerful—to succeed, to get ahead. The
people in the church should do away with
the thinking and methods of the world.
God’s way to success is not the same as the
world’s—not the wise (PhDs), the mighty
(CEOs, BGs, PMs), the noble (kings and
queens), but the foolish, the weak and the
base: “For ye see your calling, brethren,
how that not many wise men after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble, are
called: But God hath chosen the foolish
things of the world to confound the wise;
and God hath chosen the weak things of the
world to confound the things which are
mighty; And base things of the world, and
things which are despised, hath God chosen,
yea, and things which are not, to bring to
nought things that are: That no flesh should
glory in his presence” (1 Cor 1:26-31). 

The Apostles of Jesus Christ were very
ordinary men doing extraordinary things. They
were not of the intelligentsia or the elite but
simple and lowly fishermen and tax-collectors,
people looked down upon by society. Such
were the men God used to do His mighty work
that even the enemies of Christ were amazed,
“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and
John, and perceived that they were unlearned
and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they
took knowledge of them, that they had been
with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). 

What was the secret of their strength? It
was noticed that “they had been with Jesus.”
Who are those who can be said to be “with
Jesus?”  Those “with Jesus” are those who are
made wise by His Word, made righteous by
His Faith, sanctified by His Spirit, and
redeemed by His Blood: “But of him are ye in
Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption: That, according as it is
written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the
Lord” (1 Cor 1:30). The truth is God uses
small people to do big things. All glory to His
Name. 

Truth is Not Evil but Holy  
(2 Cor 13:5-10) 

The Apostle Paul urged all who opposed
him and his doctrine to examine themselves,
search their own hearts to see if they were truly
believers for they could well be reprobates. A
reprobate is an unbeliever, still unregenerate
and unrepentant. If a man keeps on sinning
willfully and persists in rebelling against the
truth not out of ignorance but knowledge, it
might mean a fatal spiritual condition—he is
not born again. For it is impossible for the
natural man, the man without the Spirit of God
to see or understand spiritual things: “But the
natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto
him: neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor 2:14).
Reprobates understand spiritual things like
chimpanzees understand astrophysics.  

Truth does not condone evil. A doer of evil

shows only one thing—he does not have the
truth. Paul prayed for the evil doers in the
church to repent and return to the truth.
They had to separate from the pseudo-
apostles and their false teachings, and
receive the Apostle Paul—their founding
and spiritual father—and the truth he had
taught them. Not that the Apostle and his
fellow workers desired to be vindicated for
Paul was the least concerned about his face
or public opinion about him. He was even
prepared to be called a reprobate (heretic,
cultic, fanatic, unsaved) if that would make
the members do that which is honest and
good. Like a true and loving father, Paul
cared not for himself but for his spiritual
children. He did not care what the world or
people might think of him. Paul said, “For
we are glad, when we are weak, and ye are
strong: and this also we wish, even your
perfection” (2 Cor 13:9). He cared not for
himself, but only for the reputation of the
Lord and the testimony of His people (2 Cor
13:10).  

Truth is truth, “for we can do nothing
against the truth, but for the truth” (2 Cor
13:8). In other words, it does not matter
what man thinks about the truth, or how man
may twist the truth, truth is truth, and truth
will out. Truth cannot be defeated, but is
always victorious. What then is truth? John
tells us that Jesus is truth, and the Bible is
truth (John 14:6, 17:17). John goes on to say
that truth must be lived out, “For I rejoiced
greatly, when the brethren came and
testified of the truth that is in thee, even as
thou walkest in the truth. I have no greater
joy than to hear that my children walk in
truth” (3 John 3-4). This no doubt was what
Paul desired of the Corinthians too. 

The Lord wants us to send out His light
and His truth (Ps 43:3). As Christians we
can only send out the Gospel Light if we
practise the Truth, “But he that doeth truth
cometh to the light, that his deeds may be
made manifest, that they are wrought in
God” (John 3:21). 
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“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

8.00 pm
Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 182
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Isaiah 53
Hymn No. 196
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir

Pilgrims
Offering & Hymn I Need Jesus

Never Fear! He is Near!
Keep on Praying

Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Luke 22:39-44
Sermon The Agony at Gethsemane

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn Were You There?

(Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

The Agony at Gethsemane
Luke 22:39-46, Matthew 26:30, 36-46, Mark 14:26,

32-42, John 18:1

“And when Jesus had spoken these words, and
when they had sung an hymn, he came out, and went,
as he was wont, over the brook Cedron, to the mount
of Olives, where was a garden which was named
Gethsemane, into the which he entered; and his
disciples also followed him. And when he was at the
place, he said unto them, Sit ye here, [and] pray that
ye enter not into temptation; while I go and pray
yonder. And he took with him Peter and the two sons
of Zebedee (James and John), and began to be
sorrowful and very heavy. Then saith he unto them,
My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death:
tarry ye here, and watch with me. And he went
forward a little, and was withdrawn from them
about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and fell down

on his face, on the ground, and
prayed that, if it were possible, the
hour might pass from him, saying,
Abba (O my Father), all things are
possible unto thee; if thou be
willing, remove this cup from me:
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be
done. And there appeared an angel
unto him from heaven, strengthening
him. And being in an agony he
prayed more earnestly: and his sweat
was as it were great drops of blood
falling down to the ground. And
when he rose up from prayer, and was
come to his disciples, he found them
sleeping for sorrow, and said unto
them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray,
lest ye enter into temptation, and
saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest
thou? Could ye not watch with me
one hour? The spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak. He went
away again the second time, and
prayed, and spake the same words,
saying, O my Father, if this cup may
not pass away from me, except I drink
it, thy will be done. And he came and
found them asleep again: for their
eyes were heavy, neither wist they
what to answer him. And he left
them, and went away again, and
prayed the third time, saying the
same words. Then cometh he to his
disciples the third time, and saith
unto them, Sleep on now, and take
your rest: behold, it is enough, the
hour is at hand, and the Son of man is
betrayed into the hands of sinners.
Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at
hand that doth betray me.”

Old Chinese Bible Based on the
Textus Receptus and KJV

An Email to FEBC from the Rev J C Smith of
Kaoshiung Lutheran Mission, Taiwan,

March 17, 2008
The most common Bible version used

within the Chinese speaking church today is
the Chinese Union Version. We can
understand some of the problems with its text
in Chinese by looking at the HOW and WHY
of its existence.

The Chinese Union Version (CUV) was
commissioned by the Shanghai Missionary
Society in 1890 and published in 1919. What
most people don’t know is that there was
already an excellent Chinese Version of the
Bible based on the King James Version that the
Presbyterian Mission in Shanghai had already
commissioned and was in print and in use by
1880.

So we need to ask a question. Since an
excellent Chinese New Testament already
existed, thanks to the Presbyterian Mission in
Shanghai, why did the Shanghai Missionary
Society decide to commission a new
translation? What had changed between 1880
and 1890?

Students of the history of the Bible already
know the answer: It was in 1881 that the false
Greek Text and Revised Version in English by
Westcott and Hort was published in England
and America.

The Chinese Union Version takes Westcott
and Hort’s Revised Version in English as its
source text, which itself is not based on the
King James Version or the Textus Receptus.
Despite all the lies and deception to the
contrary, Westcott and Hort refused to use the
King James Version of the Bible or the Textus
Receptus.

The new translation commissioned by the
Shanghai Missionary Society was named the
“Chinese Union Version” as a reflection of the
fact that translators from all the major
denominations of the time came together and
worked in co-operation with each other
in order to produce the finished work.
Unfortunately, those “translators” did not use

the historic Textus Receptus or King James
Bible. They instead used Westcott and Hort’s
Revised Version in English of the Bible.

The Chinese Union Version has now been
available for nearly 80 years and has the
longest history of use and the widest
distribution for any Chinese translation of the
Bible within the Chinese speaking church
today. Other contemporary translations of the
Bible into Chinese, “Today’s Chinese
Version” (TCV) and the Bible by Lü Zhen
Zhonghas are also based on Westcott and
Hort’s corrupt Greek Text.

You should know there is no Bible Society
on earth that publishes a Chinese version of
the Bible that agrees with the King James
Version or Textus Receptus.

However, the Kaohsiung Lutheran Mission
has recovered the lost 1880/1885 Chinese and
English New Testament which is based on the
King James Version.

You can freely download the 1880 Version
from our website.
Peace,
Pr. JC Smith
Kaohsiung Lutheran Mission – Taiwan
www.lutheranchurch.cn

Editor’s Note: Although the Chinese Union
Version (CUV) is based on the corrupt Revised
Version of Westcott and Hort, it does not slavishly
follow it. It is important to note that entire verses
omitted in the NIV like Matthew 17:21, 18:11,
23:14, Mark 7:16, 11:26, 15:28, Luke 17:36, 23:17,
John 5:4, Acts 8:37, 15:34, 24:7, 28:29 are found in
the CUV (in the text itself albeit in parentheses).
The CUV like the faithful KJV upholds the deity of
Christ in 1 Timothy 3:16 calling Jesus “God”
(Shen), “God (Shen) was manifest in the
flesh.” However, it must be noted that the CUV
omits the Trinity in 1 John 5:7 following the
modern versions. Presently, FEBC alumnus—Rev

James Sun—is working on improving the CUV
based on the Textus Receptus and KJV. FEBC
Bookroom has produced excellent photocopies
(handy-size, perfect bound) of the above-
mentioned TR/KJV Chinese Bible which is on
sale tonight at the book table for $20.20. Get also
Rev James Sun’s Master’s thesis, “Correction to
the Omissions, Mistranslations, and Additions of
the Chinese Union Version NT Bible” at $10.10.



Gethsemane (meaning “oil press”) was an
olive tree garden beyond the Kidron Valley,
East of Jerusalem, near the Mount of Olives.
The “oil press” garden filled with the twisted
branches typical of olive trees vividly portrays
the intense agony that Jesus went through as
He thought of “this cup,” i.e. His impending
death on the cross. The agony was so great that
He sweated drops of blood. Christ shed His
blood not only at Calvary, but also at
Gethsemane. Here we have a display of His
passive obedience. Although He struggled in
His flesh fearing the pain, suffering, and death
to come, yet He was determined to obey His
Father’s will to go to the cross. Hebrews 5:7-9
makes clear, “Who in the days of his flesh,
when he had offered up prayers and
supplications with strong crying and tears unto
him that was able to save him from death, and
was heard in that he feared; Though he were a
Son, yet learned he obedience by the things
which he suffered; And being made perfect, he
became the author of eternal salvation unto all
them that obey him.”

At the beginning of His public ministry,
Jesus was tempted by Satan in the wilderness.
Now at the end, He was tested again, this time
by His humanity. Indeed Christ was tempted
and tested to the uttermost so that He might be
our sympathetic great High Priest who “was in
all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin” (Heb 4:15).

Some think it contradictory that Jesus
should pray that the cup of the cross would
pass from Him since He had already made up
His mind to drink it (John 18:11). How could

the Son of God be so scared of death? Here is
Calvin’s answer, “Those who pretend the Son
of God was immune from human passions do
not truly and seriously acknowledge Him as a
man. When the divine power of Christ is said
to have reposed as it were in concealment for a
time … to allow Him to fulfil the Redeemer’s
role of suffering, this is so far from being an
absurdity, that the mystery of our salvation
could not have been fulfilled otherwise.”

Did the Father answer the Son’s prayer?
Indeed He did. His prayer was answered
because He prayed obediently, “not my
will, but thine, be done.” Jesus as
the Theanthropos—the God-Man—has two
wills—the divine and the human. His human
will would like the cup removed, but His
divine will which was the same as the Father’s
would have the cup drunk as eternally decreed.
That was why Jesus said to Peter, “the cup
which my Father hath given me, shall I not
drink it?” (John 18:11). Jesus subjected His
human will to the divine will. His prayer that
the Father’s will be done was answered (Heb
5:7). Although there was a holy tension
between His human will and divine will (the
dynamics of which we are unable to fathom),
His divine will was in perfect harmony with
His Father’s—“I and my Father are one” (John
10:30).

Devotional Thoughts on Gethsemane
Dn Tan Beng Lee

During our recent pilgrimage to the Holy
Land, we visited a garden in Gethsemane on
the first day of our stay in Jerusalem. Located
in the Kidron Valley, near the Mount of
Olives, this is believed to be the place where
the Lord Jesus Christ spent His last few hours
before His betrayal by one of His 12 disciples,
Judas Iscariot, for 30 pieces of silver. Here
He was arrested and led away to be tried
separately by the Sanhedrin, Herod and Pilate,
and subsequently sentenced to death by
crucifixion by His own people, the Jews.

It was to this garden that He brought three
of His disciples, Peter and James and John,
and with a heavy heart told them, “my soul is
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death; tarry ye

here, and watch with me” while He himself
agonized in prayer with God the Father crying,
“if thou be willing, remove this cup from me.”
The extent of His agony was so great that we are
told “there appeared an angel unto him from
heaven, strengthening him” and “his sweat was
as it were great drops of blood falling down to
the ground” (Lk 22:43-44).

From the above account, we witness the
humanity of our Saviour, that though He was
100% God, He was also 100% Man. While he
was on this earth, he experienced human
emotions like us—hunger, thirst, grief (he wept
at the tomb of Lazarus). In this instance He was
put to the ultimate test—submission to the
Father’s will, which meant dying on the cross
through a slow and painful death. He knew the
excruciating pain, the intense suffering and the
shameful humiliation He had to endure. Jesus
Christ, the pure and spotless Lamb of God, who
had no sin in Him, had to bear the sins of the
world. For it was God’s will for Him to be
crucified on the cross, to shed His precious blood

for without the shedding of blood there is no
remission of sins. And so Jesus Christ went “as
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before
her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his
mouth.” Thank God that “we have not an high
priest which cannot be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin” (Heb 4:15).

Why did He have to go through all these?
It is because He loved us despite our sins.
He loved us unconditionally and sacrificially
for He left heaven’s glory to purchase our
salvation. I am reminded of this great act of
love for me even as we gather to worship Him
this Good Friday evening, that while the free
gift of eternal life is offered freely to all and
given to those who trust in Him, it cost the
Lord Jesus Christ His life. Thank God for the
privilege to be His child and I pray that we will
follow in the steps of our Saviour, humbly
submitting to God in every aspect of our
lives—“not my will, but thine, be done.”
Amen.

Easter Sunrise Service, Mar 23, 08 will be held at the Labrador Park, 7 am. Bus leaves
Newton at 6.30 am sharp. If you need transport, please sign up at the Notice Board outside the
Auditorium. For those driving, please park at Carpark B. Bring along your own sitting
mats/chairs. For enquiries, please contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.

An Ancient Olive Oil Press

An Old Olive Tree
in Gethsemane,
Mount of Olives



Vol. V No. 25 23 March 2008

TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE AT LABRADOR PARK

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg; Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime)

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Mar 24 – 30, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Job
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Hermeneutics

(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Rev Prabhudas Koshy)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
Visitation to the home of Mrs Ruth Tan this Sat
(Mar 29, 08) at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk 505,
Serangoon North Avenue 4, #14-462, Singapore
550505. For those requiring transport, please
meet outside FEBC Bookroom at 2.50 pm.
Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon (Mar
30, 08) at Bukit Panjang. For details, please
contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $6,150
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $400, $50; Sim
Swee Ho $200, $200, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$7,100
Church Building Fund $1,250, $1,250, $100
Total: S$740,287.27; USD500

Sunday School Offering: $349.00

Verse for the Week: Righteous lips are the delight
of kings; and they love him that speaketh right.
Prov 16:13

Sunrise Service Notice: Please sit closer to the
front. Keep the park clean. Hired bus to Newton
departs at 10.30 am sharp.
Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking in
Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.”
Speaker: Rev John MacKenzie. Please register
early. Availability of rooms will be on a first-come-
first-served basis. Closing Date: Apr 27, 08. For
details, please contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.
Family Bible Study Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Mar 29, 08) at 5.30 pm. Venue: Mr
and Mrs Edmund Wong’s home at Blk 82
Strathmore Avenue, #14-144, Singapore 141082.
Tel: 91388760. Message: “Living in Good
Conscience” by Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Contact
Edward at 93887328 for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

7 am

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 213
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading 1 Cor 15:1-28
Hymn No. 209
Announcements
Baptism, Reaffirmation
of Faith & Transfer of
Membership

Special Number Church Choir
FEBC Students
Filipina Bible Study
Children’s Choir
Deborah & Judith

Offering & Hymn No. 203
Offertory Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Matt 28:1-7
Pastoral Prayer Rev Stephen Khoo
Sermon He is Risen as He Said

(Rev Stephen Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 206
Benediction Rev Stephen Khoo

The Garden Tomb
A Testimony by Joycelyn Chng

I thank God for laying upon our beloved Pastor,
Rev Dr Timothy Tow, and Mrs Ivy Tow the burden
to initiate another pilgrimage to the Holy Land. I
also thank God for enabling me to go for this 13th

Holy Land Pilgrimage from March 3-16, 2008, and
for providing good and godly leaders in Rev Dr
Jeffrey Khoo and Mrs Jemima Khoo.

We went to many of the places where Jesus had
been while He was on earth. On the morning of 10
March, we went to the Garden Tomb, which is
most likely the place of the crucifixion and burial
of Jesus Christ. There is a rocky hill resembling a

human skull, giving strong evidence that
this is the true Golgotha (in Hebrew) or
Calvary (in Latin), which means “place
of a skull”, the place where Jesus was
crucified. There is also a tomb cut out of
solid rock nearby, further strengthening
the idea that this is indeed the site where
Jesus was crucified and buried.

It is a most beautiful and serene
place. There are no churches built on
this site, unlike many other sites where
churches (mainly Roman Catholic or
Greek Orthodox) had been built to
venerate the place. The presence of a
water system and winepress in the area
indicated that this place was a garden
and vineyard at the time of Jesus. And
so, instead of building a church on this
site, a simple yet beautiful garden is
planted in the area, giving us a clear
picture of what the place of crucifixion
and burial of Christ might have looked
like.

I thank God for His perfect timing
and guidance while we were at the
Garden Tomb. After the guide had taken
us through the place and explained to us,
we were supposed to enter the empty
tomb to take a look, and thereafter, a
short worship service would be
conducted by Dr Khoo. However, as the
place was crowded with people from
churches from other countries trying to
enter the empty tomb, Dr Khoo decided
to conduct the worship service first.

I really thank God for impressing
upon Dr Khoo to conduct a short
worship service and Holy Communion
at the Garden Tomb. We found a good
and quiet spot near the empty tomb, and

"He is not here: for he is risen" (Matt 28:6)
Pilgrims at the Garden Tomb, 13th Holy Land Pilgrimage, March 3-16, 2008



had a most blessed time of worshipping the
Lord, reading His Word and singing praises to
Him.

Dr Khoo read from The Gospels in Unison,
and started off with the account of the
institution of the Lord’s Supper by Jesus (Matt
26:26-29, Mark 14:22-25, Luke 22:14-20) and
we sang the hymn “Lead Me to Calvary”. The
crucifixion account was next read (Matt 27:35-
44, Mark 15:24-32, Luke 23:33-43, John
19:16-24), after which the Holy Communion
was conducted. It was really wonderful to be
able to spend time at the place where Jesus was
crucified, in prayer and silent meditation of my
Saviour’s wondrous love for me, enduring the
mocking and suffering, dying for my sins on
the cross, that I might be reconciled to Him
and be called a child of God. As we sang the
hymn “Alas! and Did My Saviour Bleed?”, my
heart was much moved with thankfulness to
the Lord.

We then listened to the burial account
being read by Dr Khoo (John 19:31-42, Matt
27:57-60, Mark 15:42-47, Luke 23:50-56),
followed by the account of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ (John 20:1-10, Mark 16:1-8, Luke
24:1-7). We ended the short worship service
most appropriately by singing the hymn “He
Lives”. I could see that every one of the
pilgrims was much ministered to spiritually as
we all sang the hymn victoriously and with all
our hearts.

As we went to enter the empty tomb after
the worship service, we realized that the crowd
had gone by now and we had the whole area to
ourselves! I was immediately reminded of our
Lord’s goodness to us. His timing is indeed
perfect and we need only to wait upon the Lord
and keep our faith and trust in Him. This was
yet another manifestation of our Lord’s
sovereignty and of His guidance of us each and
every step of the way in this pilgrimage. We
certainly had the Lord going before us
wherever we went and leading the way!

I entered and saw the empty tomb. On the
way out of the tomb, there is an inscription
“He is not here – for He is risen”. Truly,

without the resurrection of our Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ, our faith will be an empty
one, and will be no different from the other
religions! It is indeed the resurrection of
Christ that sets us apart from the other
religions, where the people worship idols
which are really dead objects. We have a
living God who is omnipotent, omnipresent
and omniscient. He is perfect and so are His
words. And it is His perfect Word that tells us
how He died for our sins on the cross and it is
also by His Word that we know that Christ is
indeed risen.

The night before going to the Garden
Tomb, I had meditated on God’s Word in
John 20:1-10, and verse 8 struck me the most.
John 20:8 says, “Then went in also that other
disciple, which came first to the sepulchre,
and he saw, and believed.” John saw the
empty tomb, and he believed. I thank God
that we have in our hands today, the perfect
Word of God. God has told us in His Word
that the Lord is risen. Thank God that we do
not have to travel all the way to the Holy
Land to see the empty tomb in order to
believe!

Although I do not have to see the empty
tomb to believe that Jesus is risen, for we
believe by faith, I thank God for this most
wonderful privilege to be able to see the
empty tomb for myself! Words are not
enough to describe the joy, love and
thankfulness to my Lord for all that He has
done for me. Being there at the Garden Tomb,
worshipping the Lord, was really a highlight
for me. Seeing the empty tomb just warms
my heart and it reminded me that just as what
the Bible says about the past is already
fulfilled, whatever is written about the future
will surely come to past too!

I thank God that I believe in and serve a
risen Saviour! Will those of you who have not
also believe in Him too? “That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved” (Rom 10:9).

All praise and glory be to God!

Report on Brisbane Bible-Presbyterian
Church’s First Thanksgiving Anniversary

(15-16 March 2008)
Dear Rev Dr Timothy Tow and the Session of
True Life BPC

We greet you in the name of our risen Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

We thank God and praise the Lord for
His grace and blessings upon our First
Thanksgiving Anniversary (15-16 March
2008). We thank God for the blessed ministry
of Eld Dr Boaz Boon in our midst.

Saturday (15 March): We had dinner
fellowship at our home with Eld Boon, Sis
Cheryl, Amoz, and Abel from Calvary Tengah
BPC and Patrick and Jenny from Berean BPC.
In Brisbane, we had Andrew and Winnie
(Patrick’s friends), Robert and Karen, Tim,
Anne, and Zac, Eric, Linda, Hannah and
Emma, Joanna (student, from True Life BPC),
Benjamin (student, from Philadelphia BPC),
and our family. After that Eld Boon conducted
our Bible study on “Spiritual Blessings”
(Ephesians 1:1-14). We were all encouraged
by the exposition of God’s Word.

Sunday (16 March): We had lunch
fellowship together at our home (12:00 pm)
before going to church together.

We started our Prayer Meeting (at 2:00
pm) and our Worship Service (at 3:00 pm).
Thank God for the encouraging and
challenging message “Enlarge the Place of
Thy Tent” (Isa 54:1-5) by Eld Boaz Boon. We
thank God for the two beautiful special items
presented by Eld Boon and his son Amoz. We
thank God for the presence of Aunty Dzung,
Stephanie, and Joanna (Anne’s friend), Robert
and Karen, together with Eld Boon’s family,
Patrick and Jenny, Tim’s family, Eric’s family,
Joanna, Benjamin and our family. After the
Service, we had some photos taken and then
had dinner fellowship at Buffet Garden in
Sunnybank.

We were so much encouraged and thankful
for the greetings, prayers and kind support
from our mother church and like-minded
churches in Singapore (their greetings were
read to our brethren in the Service):

True Life B-P Church:
AUD$695.00 ($200 to Brisbane BPC, and $495
to Pastor Hien’s family).
True Life B-P Church Young People Fellowship:
S$500.00 to Brisbane BPC.
Calvary Pandan B-P Church:
AUD$500.00 to Brisbane BPC.
Calvary Tengah B-P Church:
AUD$100.00 to Brisbane BPC.
Berean B-P Church:
AUD$100.00 to Brisbane BPC.
The offerings on Sunday worship Service
totaled AUD$1,420.00.

We greatly thank God and praise the Lord
for His grace and blessings upon us and
thank you very much for your prayers,
encouragement and kind support. Please
kindly pray for our first Easter Camp in
Hervey Bay (21-24 March) with the Theme:
Our Bible Presbyterian Faith.

We do remember you all and FEBC in our
prayers and may God strengthen you, sustain
you and bless you and your ministry mightily
until our Lord Jesus Christ comes back again.

A Blessed Easter to you all.
Faithfully yours in Christ,
Rev Hien Nguyen

INFANT BAPTISM
1. Koh Faith

d/o Mr and Mrs Koh Wayne
2. Priscilla Ooi Juan

d/o Mr and Mrs Ooi Aik Kean

BAPTISM
3. Sharon Ho Li Ping Sales Executive
4. Margaretha Wini Gole Domestic Helper

REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH
5. Elias Wee Zee Khiaw Student

TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP
6. Dela Cruz Nelly Domestic

Donguines Helper
7. Alice Lee Guek Eng Housewife
8. Leong Kin Meng Technician
9. Elizabeth Mok Yuen Mei Supervisor

10. Ooi Aik Kean Bank Executive
11. Elizabeth Pang Su Yuan Pte Wealth Mgr
12. Elisabeth Ow Kuan Tai Research

Coordinator
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Mar 31 – Apr 6, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Job
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
THU 7.30 pm Biblical Hermeneutics

(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Stephen Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this
Wed, Apr 2, 08, at 7.45 pm. Venue: RELC, Level
6, Newton Room (Room 601). Program: Bible
Study on James by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. All are
welcome. Contact Judith at 96729973 for details.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Jeffrey Kho Peng
Soon this Fri (Apr 4, 08) at 8 pm. Address: Blk
838 Yishun St. 81, #05-308 Singapore 760838.
Tel: 68518067.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Apr 5, 08, at 3.30 pm in the home of
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Message:
“The Fear of the LORD Tendeth to Life” by Dn
Paul Cheng. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: Good Friday Service S$6,897;
USD2; Easter Sunrise Service S$11,994; USD6
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200, $200;
BCEA $300; Thang No’s Orphanage (Myanmar)
$1,000; Marilyn Nanta (Kuching) $100;
Gethsemane BPC $240; Bible Witness Media
Ministry $100; VBS 2008 $150; Biak Lawm Thang
(FEBC) $50; Judah (FEBC) $50; Molla (FEBC)
$50; Rajan (FEBC) $50; Titus (FEBC) $50;
Samuel Kwong (FEBC) $100, $50; Sim Swee Ho
$500, $200, $100, $100, $100; FEBC Scholarship
$150; FEBC $400, $340, $200, $200
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$24,071; USD8
Church Building Fund $500, $200 Total:
S$740,987.27; USD500

Verse for the Week: The wrath of a king is as
messengers of death: but a wise man will pacify it.
Prov 16:14

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2
Samuel under Elder Joseph, 9.15 am – 10.15 am.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit Panjang.
Please meet at Blk 113 Pending Road at 2.30 pm.
For details, please contact Dn Charles Kan at
98310468.
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking in
Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.”
Speaker: Rev John MacKenzie. Please register
early. Availability of rooms will be on a first-come-
first-served basis. Closing Date: Apr 27, 08. For
details, please contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 237
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 27
Hymn No. 356
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 118
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text 2 Corinthians 9:7
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy
Sermon A Cheerful Giver, God’s

Beloved
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

Closing Hymn No. 408
Benediction Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy

Testimonies of New True-Lifers

The Lord Convicted My Heart

My conversion and salvation did not come
about through a single event, but through a gradual
process where the Lord convicted my heart that
there can be no peace in this life, but there will be
in the afterlife. My sister, who has been a Christian
for a long time, spoke to me about God every now
and then. For a long while, the Word of God had
no effect on me. But by God’s grace, a gradual
change has come upon my heart. Before knowing
God, I believed that all that I have is through my
own efforts, but when I am faced with tribulations,
I felt very frustrated and lost. Only after hearing
God’s words, I realised that everything happens not
by chance but according to God’s will. I realised
that only when I commit my life into God’s hands,
then can I have peace in my heart, knowing that
there is something better waiting for me.

I wanted to attend a conservative church with a
proper reverence and worship of God. I believe the

time has come for me to be baptised as a
testimony of my faith in Jesus Christ. I
joined True Life Church with my sister
as I believe in the infallible and perfect
Word of God. Without this belief, there
would be little basis for my faith. All
praise and glory to God. Sharon Ho

I Now Understand the Bible

I was born in a Roman Catholic
family. Although I had the Bible, I could
never understand what it means and did
not know the way to be saved. I thank
God for my very good employer (Mui
Mui) to bring me to church to study
God’s Word and to know the truth. After
I came to True Life BPC, I feel my life
change even in my family. My father
had a problem with drinking and
gambling. He said that he managed to
stop gambling but not drinking. I could
not do anything to help him except by
praying. I encouraged him to read
Galatians 5:19ff. A few weeks later, I
called him, and he said thanks to me for
encouraging him to read the Bible and
now he has totally stopped gambling and
drinking. The church members of True
Life BPC encouraged me to read the
Bible and told me the truth about how to
be saved. I now understand what the
Bible says and I find that Jesus is the
only One who can lead us to heaven. I
know Jesus as my personal Lord and
Saviour for only Jesus can save me and
in Him I find salvation, and I trust in
Him alone. I thank God for this blessed
time that I have come to learn and to
know the truth. I give all thanks and
glory to God. Margeretha Wini Gole

Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith & Transfer of Membership
at Easter Sunrise Service, Labrador Park, Mar 23, 2008



Crucified for My Sins
I came from a Christian family and was

baptised as an infant on December 25, 1990
at Galilee B-P Church. I had reaffirmed my
faith on December 22, 1996. I came to know
the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour at a
Christmas musical called “Emmanuel Has
Come.” In this musical, I played the part of
the Roman soldier who tortured Jesus
Christ. I came to realise that Jesus is the one
and only Living God, and He is worthy of
our love, honour and obedience. I will
always remember how Jesus was crucified
on the cross for my sins. Leong Kin Meng

His Living Word Spoke to Me
I was born into a Christian family and

came to know of our Lord Jesus Christ at a
very young age. I feel very blessed and
privileged to have been chosen out of so
many people in this world to know Christ so
early on in life.

When I was six years old, my Sunday
school teacher started to ask us if we were
absolutely sure that we were saved and have
a place in heaven. “Jesus saith unto him, I
am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father but by me” (John
14:6). His living word really spoke to me,
and made me want to believe in Him. I then
said the sinner’s prayer with my teacher.

When faced with obstacles in life, I
looked to the Lord for His help. He never
once failed me and always gave me the
calmness and peace of mind whilst
delivering me from difficulty. Now, I have
come to a point in my life when I want to
reaffirm my salvation. With conviction, I
will serve the Lord and remain faithful to
Him. Elias Wee

God’s Unfailing Protection
I thank God for leading me to Life BPC

and later to Tabernacle BPC. I was taught
and am still learning the fundamental
Christian faith and doctrine, and how to live
a Christlike life. Through faithful ministers,
I have been warned of charismatism,
liberalism and other “waves” of false

movements and thereby able to keep a
distance from them. However, the matter of
VPI and VPP disturbed and cause much
disappointment in me. But God’s protection
and leading is never failing. After going
through some months of searching and
praying, God led me to True Life BPC.
During the worship services, Adults’
Fellowship, FEBC night classes, through
reading materials I continue to gain deeper
understanding into the VPI and VPP issue.
VPI and VPP promote and elevate God and
give assurance that God is almighty, and He
is GOD! Elisabeth Ow

The Words of God Strengthen
My Heart

Ever since I was a Christian, I remained in
the charismatic church for about 13 years. I
was exposed to the doctrinal errors of the
church. They were not happy with me when I
disagree with their teachings, neither were
they interested in pursuing Biblical
knowledge. Their practice to me seems no
different from that of the world. When I put
their knowledge into practice, it leads me into
trouble and disputes with my spouse. I took
courage to leave the charismatic church.

When I joined Life B-P Church, I enrolled
myself as a student in the FEBC night classes.
I did not know the church was going through
a crisis. I was heart-broken. As sinners, whom
could we emulate? God’s Word is our
Standard! If we cannot count on God, who
can we count on? FEBC has taught me many
precious lessons. It not only imparted to me
knowledge, but taught me how to be
discerning and make the right judgement. The
words of God strengthen my heart. It edifies
me, gives me courage, guides me and
acquaints me with God, and helps me
distinguish His voice from unfamiliar voices.
That familiar voice warms my heart when I
am despondent. It lifts up my soul when I
wait upon Him to direct. Alice Lee

He Granted Me the Eyes of Faith
to See

In varsity, I came into contact with quite a

number of friends from charismatic churches. I
was invited to attend their churches and finally
settled down in Faith Community Baptist
Church. However, due to its growing emphasis
on tongue-speaking which made me somewhat
uncomfortable, I started to question what the
Christian belief was all about. I stopped going
to church for a period.

I thank God for His grace and mercy that
His Spirit moved me finally and gave me the
desire to seek a church which will provide me
with the answers to the many questions I had
about the Christian faith. So when one of my
friends who had been attending Life Church
invited me to go with her to church, I readily
agreed. I came to Life Church in August 1994
and was baptised in October 1995.

When the issue about the perfect Bible and
preservation of the Bible surfaced, I was
almost misled to take an erroneous view. I
thank God that as I prayed over the decision I
had to make and the stand I had to take, He led
me to True Life and granted me the eyes of
faith to see His Truth and to believe and trust
in His Word. God has given me the peace in
my heart as I take this step to transfer my
membership. All glory and praise be to God.
Amen. Elizabeth Mok

Taking the Step of Faith

I am not quite sure of the definite date and
time of my conversion. As I look back over the
years, I thank the Lord for His patience and
mercy. It all started with a simple trip to
church with a friend in distress who wanted to
seek comfort in church. At that time she was a
backslidden Christian while I was a non-
believer. Such a combination made attending
church rather easy since we were simply pew
warmers and my friend did not bring up any
confrontational issue such as sin, hell or
salvation. But little did I know that through
these casual visits to church, the Lord was
sowing the gospel seed in me. As the weeks
went by, my scepticism toward Christianity
and animosity towards Christ were slowly
demolished. The growing desire to learn God’s
Word urged me to participate actively in Bible

studies and prayer meetings. This went on
for a few years until I was faced with the
hurdle of baptism. I had tried to avoid
baptism out of pure cowardice. My carnal
thinking reasoned that there was simply too
much at stake. I ran the risk of my whole
family turning against me and being labeled
a traitor of the pagan religion I was brought
up in. God knew my struggles and pointed
me to Matthew 8:25 on Sunday morning,
and that finally led me to take the step of
faith on December 29, 1996. Since then I
never looked back. Ooi Aik Kean

His Unfailing Love for Me

Aik Kean and I were baptised at Calvary
Pandan BPC. We started worshipping with
True Life BPC since the beginning. It was
truly God’s leading. I praise God for His
unfailing love for me. He sought me through
His faithful servant, Rev Timothy Tow. I
could still remember how Rev Tow always
preached about the importance of examining
our hearts and our relationship with our
Saviour. He would often ask if we truly love
God even if we profess to be Christians.
Each time my heart of stone was pricked and
how I wept for my lack of love for my
Saviour after Rev Tow’s sermons. I saw Rev
Tow growing weaker and weaker but still he
tried his very best to preach every week. I
was so ashamed of my own indifference for
lost souls and lukewarmness for Christ.
Then I decided it is time to “come home” to
my Saviour.

Surely it is God’s will for me to become
a member of True Life BPC after a long
wait of 4½ years. I am glad to be part of
True Life BPC and FEBC to contend for the
perfect preservation of God’s holy words.
Without the perfect Word of God as our
shining beacon in this dark and sin-cursed
world, we would all perish. So may the Lord
help me to remain faithful to Him and His
perfectly preserved words until the very end.
All praise, glory, and honour to our only
risen Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!
Elizabeth Pang
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Apr 7 – 13, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Job
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

THU 7.30 pm Biblical Hermeneutics
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 10.00 am Young People’s Fellowship
3.30 pm Adults Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

(Rev Koa Keng Woo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having an
Outing at West Coast Park this Sat, Apr 12, 08, at
10 am. Please meet outside MacDonald. For
those requiring transport, please meet outside
FEBC Bookroom at 9.30 am. Contact Herbert at
94377715 for details.
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held at the
home of Mr and Mrs William Teo this Sat, Apr
12, 08, at 3.30 pm. Address: Blk 835 Woodlands
St. 83 #12-113. Message: “History of Christian
Fundamentalism” by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
Contact William Teo at 91831150 for details.
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking
in Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.”
Speaker: Rev John MacKenzie. Please register
early. Closing Date: Apr 27, 08. For details,
please contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $16,457
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Brisbane
BPC $100; Gethsemane BPC’s Ethiopia Mission
$500; Myanmar Orphanage $500; Church Choir
$50; VBS $230, $200; Barnabas Yap & family
$150; Sim Swee Ho $1,250, $1,000, $1,000, $1,000,
$500, $400, $300, $300, $200 (YPF), $50; Wendy
Teng $300; FEBC Bookroom $302; FEBC
Scholarship $500, $100; FEBC $150
Total General and Designated Offerings: $25,739
Church Building Fund $1,250, $1,100, $690, $300
Total: S$744,327.27; USD500

Sunday School Offering: $216.00

Verse for the Week: In the light of the king’s
countenance is life; and his favour is as a cloud of
the latter rain. Prov 16:15

Corrigendum: Please refer to Judith D’Silva’s letter
(18/03/08) to Life BPC Session (last week’s insert).
In the last sentence on page 2, replace the word
“imperfection” with the word “perfection”. The
sentence should read: “If we believe that God is
perfect and does not make mistakes, then isn’t it
more intuitive and more logical to see heresy in
anything that goes against the perfection of God?”
FCM, an outreach to University/Polytechnic
students, has produced a music CD in thanksgiving
of its 22nd anniversary. Collect your free CD from
the reception table. There is a love offering box if
you wish to contribute.
“Teaching Children” a teachers’ training seminar
will be conducted by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew on
May 1, 2008 at Calvary Pandan BPC, 8.30am-5pm.
Register at the Book Table.
Vacation Bible Adventure 2008 (4 to 6 June).
Theme: “Dino Detectives: Digging for God’s
Truth”. We invite you to serve with us. Application
forms available at VBA booth at the Book Table.
Contact Benedict at 97887386 for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 37
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 55
Hymn No. 107
Announcements
Special Number VBA Team
Offering & Hymn No. 242
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text I Peter 1:1-9
Pastoral Prayer Rev Stephen Khoo
Sermon The Dynamics for

Christian Living
(Rev Stephen Khoo)

Closing Hymn No. 373
Benediction Rev Stephen Khoo

Out VPP Gnat, In ASM Camel
Jeffrey Khoo

“Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and
swallow a camel” (Matt 23:24).

The leaders of Life Bible-Presbyterian Church
(Life BPC) want the Far Eastern Bible College
(FEBC) to relinquish its right to its birthplace and
home because FEBC teaches not only the Bible’s
verbal and plenary inspiration (VPI) but also its
verbal and plenary preservation (VPP). An
ultimatum has been unleashed that unless FEBC
signs an undertaking not to teach VPP, it must
cease to exist at Gilstead Road. I have a couple of
questions: If the Rev Charles Seet and his Session
are so concerned about “heresy”2 within Life BPC,
why then did they allow John C Maxwell’s heretical
leadership and church growth philosophy to be
taught in their church? Why strain at the VPP gnat
only to swallow an ASM camel?

What is ASM? ASM is Asia Seminary for
Ministry which came into being through the vision of
the Rev Dr Goh Seng Fong, pastor of Hope Baptist
Church and former lecturer at FEBC. It is the vision

of Dr Goh to “train national pastors and
leaders for multiplication of His Word and
kingdom in third world countries.” Dr
Goh’s vision is shared by four Bible-
Presbyterian leaders in Singapore,
namely, Rev Tan Eng Boo of Grace
BPC, Rev Tan Choon Seng of Shalom
BPC, Rev Yap Beng Shin of Olivet BPC,
and Dn John Ching of Life BPC.3 ASM
was dedicated on October 6, 2007, and
its classes in Singapore are held at night
at Life BPC, using the same time slots as
FEBC’s “Basic Theology for Everyone”
classes on Monday and Thursday nights.

Recently, ASM offered a “Special
Life-Long Equipping” course using the
“MLM curriculum” of Equip International
of John C Maxwell, a modernistic and
ecumenical teacher who employs New
Age, Charismatic, psychoheretical, and
secular marketing methods disguised as
biblical precepts to train Christian leaders
to grow their churches and ministries.
The course was conducted by the Rev
Dr Goh Seng Fong at Life BPC on March
10 and 11, 2008.4 Is this consistent with
Article 6 of the Life BPC Constitution on
“The Principle and Practice of Biblical
Separation,” and Life’s desire to keep the
holy grounds of Gilstead from being
defiled by heresy?

Furthermore, Life BPC and the above
BP churches are members of the
Singapore Council of Christian Churches
(SCCC), the national branch of the
International Council of Christian
Churches (ICCC). Is such a promotion of
neo-evangelicalism and ecumenism in
line with the Biblical and separatist ethos
of Dr Carl McIntire, Dr Timothy Tow, and
the ICCC?

Who is John C Maxwell?

John C Maxwell holds a BA degree in
Theology (1969, Circleville BibleNewly completed Dean's Quarters at the Bible College of East Africa in Tanzania



College—Church of Christ affiliated), a
Master of Divinity (1989, from the hyper-
charismatic Azusa Pacific University), a
Doctor of Ministry (1993, from the notoriously
apostate Fuller Theological Seminary).
Maxwell has authored more than 50 books,
some of which have become bestsellers.5

In johnmaxwell.com, Maxwell is
described as “an internationally recognized
leadership expert, speaker, and author who
has sold over 13 million books. His
organizations have trained more than 2
million leaders worldwide. Dr. Maxwell is the
founder of INJOY, Maximum Impact, ISS and
EQUIP. Every year he speaks to Fortune
500 companies, international government
leaders, and organizations as diverse as the
United States Military Academy at West
Point and the National Football League. A
New York Times, Wall Street Journal, and
Business Week best-selling author, Maxwell
was one of 25 authors and artists named to
Amazon.com’s 10th Anniversary Hall of
Fame. Three of his books, The 21 Irrefutable
Laws of Leadership, Developing the Leader
Within You, and The 21 Indispensable
Qualities of a Leader have each sold over a
million copies.”6

Should Christian fundamentalists be
awed by Maxwell and use his materials to
develop their leadership potential and grow
their churches? It goes without saying that
pastors and seminary teachers ought to be
especially careful when recommending
resources to church members to ensure that
the resources are truly biblical and godly and
safe to use. The worldly benchmarks of
“majority,” “popularity,” and “success” should
never be employed to decide whether a
certain resource or material is good and
right. In other words, the end does not justify
the means. “It works, therefore it’s OK”
should never be used as a criterion for
choosing resources for use in a seminary
class or course.

Dr Richard Howe is correct to warn
against using “results” to ascertain what is
good and right, “The danger is that a false
idea may initially yield seemingly beneficial
results but later may become ingrained into
one's world view and yield unhealthy
results.” As our beloved pastor and
principal—the Rev Dr Timothy Tow—often
warns, “Satan turns stone into bread and

tempts us to eat it, but after we eat it, he turns
it back into stone and we die.”

What is Wrong with Maxwell?

Richard Howe did well to expose Maxwell,
listing the following concerns he has about
Maxwell’s materials and methods:

“First, the manner in which Maxwell
handles the Scriptures to ‘teach’ his principles
is sometimes egregiously mistaken. It is my
contention that the Bible is not necessarily
teaching the principles that Maxwell thinks. His
handling of the Scripture indicates that Maxwell
does not know (or at least is not utilizing) the
proper methods of biblical interpretation. … I
regret that the use of Maxwell's materials
sends the wrong signals to the church family
as to how to use and interpret the Bible. This is
especially of concern regarding the younger
Christians in the church family.

“Second, Maxwell either implicitly or
explicitly endorses some New Age teachers
and doctrines. Even if Maxwell himself (or the
church leadership) understands the dangers of
New Age doctrines, it is a dangerous thing to
give such tacit endorsement in front of a
church family, especially considering those
who are younger in their faith.

“Third, in addition to the New Age elements
that are peppered throughout his material,
Maxwell also employs questionable theological
doctrines such as a mistaken notion of the
miraculous, a conspicuous absence of the
cross and questionable psychological doctrines
including self-esteem psychology and
temperaments psychology.”7

James Sundquist likewise warned about
Maxwell’s teachings and sources, “John
Maxwell’s teachings are at the core of much of
[Rick] Warren’s global PEACE plan and
purpose-driven programs and philosophy, and
is touted by both Todd Hudnall (Assembly of
God) and Dr. John Jackson (American Baptist).
… John Maxwell is another major player in
social engineering. Mr. Hudnall believes
ministry starts with good leadership. Hudnall
endorses John Maxwell a second time at the
end of his PDC conference when he states:
‘Everything rises and falls with leadership.’ But
what kind of leader in ministry touts well-known
eugenicist Thorndike, as John Maxwell does in
his ‘good’ book? Besides Edward Thorndike
(evolutionist, eugenicist, humanist, atheist), the
parade of false teachers and teachings that

Maxwell promotes in his books is quite
staggering. Just some of them include: Norman
Vincent Peale (33rd Degree Mason), Robert
Schuller, Richard Foster, Agnes Sanford
(pantheist and Carl Jung disciple), Napolean
Hill, New Age psychologist James Allen, Kay
Arthur (THRIVE), Zig Ziglar, Bill Hybels, and, of
course, Rick Warren.”8

John MacArthur warned against Rick
Warren, one of Maxwell’s sources.9 For an
excellent critique of the ecumenical gospel of
church growth gurus such as Rick Warren and
Bill Hybels, you will want to read Nathan
Busenitz’s, “The Gospel According to Hybels
and Warren.”10 Busenitz rightly concluded,
“Having investigated both its evangelistic
message and its evangelistic model, the sad
conclusion is that the gospel according to
Hybels and Warren falls far short of the biblical
paradigm. Influenced more by pragmatic
business principles than by prescribed biblical
precepts, it is little wonder that seeker-driven
churches are both numerically vast and
spiritually shallow. Christ, of course, promised
that He would build His church (Matt. 16:18).
However, ‘it is obvious that the building must be
according to His plan. Attempting to build the
church by human means only competes with
the work of Christ.’”

Life BPC’s contempt for FEBC but
openness to ASM causes one to wonder if the
ecumenical rot is now in the roots of this great
fundamentalist church—the mother of all BP
churches in Singapore. Will Life BPC,
especially its leaders, be true to the Biblical
command of separation and Article 6 of its
constitution, or has the neo-evangelical and
compromising spirit already crept in? I do not
believe the Life BPC fundamentalist tree which
has nourished many a BP church and many
others in the world under its founding pastor,
the Rev Dr Timothy Tow, is dead yet. I believe
there is still hope if Life BPC will protect and
support FEBC as she seeks to fulfil her God-
given purpose as the school of prophets in the
21st century to defend God’s inspired and
preserved words as we have them in the
Reformation Text and Translation in the midst
of an apostate, postmodern, emergent-church
generation. This is the only way to preserve the
godly paths of Life BPC as established by the
Rev Dr Timothy Tow—its founding pastor-
theologian then and now—for “If the
foundations be destroyed, what can the

righteous do?” (Ps 11:3).

Is Biblical Fundamentalism Alive
in Life BPC?

The Rev Charles Seet is now the pastor of
Life BPC, taking the place of the Rev Dr
Timothy Tow. Is the Rev Seet a fundamentalist
and a separatist like his founding pastor and
teacher? He certainly was for he had written
an excellent article titled, “The Principle of
Secondary Separation,” which was published
in The Burning Bush (January 1996), which
promoted and defended the urgent need for
the Bible-believing Church today to be
separated not only from unbelievers and
apostasy but also from disobedient believers
and compromise.11 Does he still believe this?
If he does, he should not be supporting or
condoning ASM’s introduction of courses and
resources from New Age, neo-evangelical,
ecumenical, modernistic, and humanistic
sources; “Know ye not that a little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump?” (1 Cor 5:6).

My hope is that the Rev Charles Seet
would seek to be reconciled to his alma mater
by taking the Dean Burgon Oath once again,
and rejoin his fellow BP ministers at FEBC to
take an unequivocal separatist stance,
earnestly contending for the faith (and the
100% inspired and 100% preserved words of
God to the jot and tittle) in these last days of
rampant apostasy and compromise. “Open
rebuke is better than secret love. Faithful are
the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an
enemy are deceitful” (Prov 27:5-6).

I will be speaking on “The History of
Christian Fundamentalism” at the AF
Meeting this Saturday. All are welcome
(see announcement section for details).

________________
http://www.febc.edu.sg/assets/pdfs/VPP/ Letter
to FEBC 01 Mar 08.pdf
2 http://www.lifebpc.com/ourstand/ markthem.htm
3 http://www.mbbc.edu/page.aspx?m=1228
4 http://www.gracebpc.org.sg/weekly/Feb
2008/0217/gwc.htm
5 http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/
exposes/maxwell/general.htm
6 http://www.johnmaxwell.com/about
7 http://www.richardghowe.com/Maxwell.pdf
8 http://thechristianexpositor.org/ page154.html
9 Hear MacArthur’s expose of Warren at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nI9EzMWZoag
10 http://www.biblebb.com/files/gathw.htm
11 http://www.febc.edu.sg/BBVol2_1.htm



Vol. V No. 28 13 April 2008

TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am

30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205
Email: febc@pacific.net.sg; Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg

(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime)

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Apr 14 – 20, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Book of Job
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
THU FEBC Exams Begin
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon night class is held at the Far Eastern Bible
College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Apr 19, 08, at 3.30pm in the home
of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Program: Bible Study on John 15 by Rev Dennis
Kwok. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.
FCM, a BP ministry to university/polytechnic
students, will hold a camp from May 26-31, 2008
at Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Overcoming
the Snares of the World”. See Samuel Goh for
registration form and details.
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking
in Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.”
Speaker: Rev John MacKenzie. Please register
early. Closing Date: Apr 27, 08. For details,
please contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.
Combined Youth Conference 2008 will be held
from June 19-21, 2008 at Calvary Pandan BPC.
Theme: “The Lord tarries: My licence to relax?”
Speakers: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo, Rev Dr Quek
Suan Yew & Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. For
details, please contact Andrew Kan at 91598914.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$12,230; RM10
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; BCEA
(Tanzania) $200; Marilyn Nanta (Kuching) $300
(LF), $200; Bible Witness Media Ministry $200;
Sim Swee Ho $200, $200, $160.55 (YPF); FEBC
Bookroom $33; FEBC Scholarship $100; FEBC
$3,000, $1,000, $700, $400, $200, $150
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$19,473.55; RM10
Church Building Fund $300, $100 Total:
S$744,727.27; USD500

Sunday School Offering: $390.00

Verse for the Week: How much better is it to get
wisdom than gold! and to get understanding rather
to be chosen than silver! Prov 16:16

From the Offering Bags: Thank you my dear
Saviour for thy unfailing goodness and love towards
a sinner like me. Please apportion the love gift as
follows: 1) Brother Sim Swee Ho $200 2) FEBC
$200 3) Bible Witness Media Ministry $200.
– A Grateful Servant

True Life BPC 4th Annual Congregational
Meeting (ACM) will be held on April 27, 08 at
9.15am. It is your duty as a member to attend.
Daily Vacation Bible College course on “The Bible
Stands – Textual Reception or Textual Criticism?”
will be held from April 28-May 3, 2008 at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
“Teaching Children” a teachers’ training seminar
will be conducted by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew on
May 1, 2008 at Calvary Pandan BPC, 8.30am-5pm.
Register at the Book Table.
Vacation Bible Adventure 2008 (4 to 6 June).
Theme: “Dino Detectives: Digging for God’s Truth”.
Application forms for both Volunteers and Children
are available at the VBA Booth. Contact Benedict at
97887386 or registration@vba2008.com for details.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 66
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 91
Hymn No. 347
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 50
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text I Thess 4:1
Sermon Pleasing God

(Rev Koa Keng Woo)
Closing Hymn No. 173

(Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Saved to Serve
J T Joseph

1977. My mother was the “spiritual leader” of
the family. She would gather the six of us each
day to read the Bible and pray. Though the
practice gradually ceased as we entered our late
teens, the family worship instituted by Mother
left an indelible mark on all of us.

I was confirmed a member of the Methodist

Church in November 1963. The years
following became, however, “desert
years”. I ceased attending church.
Nevertheless, the fear of God
remained always with me, and kept me
from many temptations. In 1977,
shortly after my marriage to Patricia, a
colleague at work handed me a tract
whose contents have faded from
memory. That tract was stamped with
the name & address of Sharon Bible-
Presbyterian Church – my first
introduction to “B-P”.

Attending Sharon BPC and the
Sunday-morning classes at Life BPC,
1978-1980, were fruitful indeed. In
1980, I transferred membership to
Sharon BPC, and was elected a deacon
in 1981. Teaching a Sunday-class for
teens began that year, and the teaching
‘ministry’ continued without a break
till April 2002. The latter years of
teaching at Sharon were directed at
young adults. Among the topics
covered were Acts of the Apostles and
the Westminster Confession of Faith.

In October 1984, I left for a two-
and-a-half month course in Seattle
(USA), my wife remaining behind.
A life-changing experience was soon
to follow. I found a small, very
fundamental (“KJV only”) Baptist
church – Gateway Baptist Church –
and began worshipping with them.
One Sunday in November, the pastor
(Darvin Shipman – a Texan) preached
a powerful sermon on the need for

Being raised in a
family that has been
Christian for four
generations on my
mother’s side, and
three on my father’s,
is a precious heritage.
However, as we were
Methodist, I had no
exposure to the
Reformed Faith till
1977. My mother was

Baraka BP Church
in Shepherd's Field,

Bethlehem



believers to put sinful inclinations, habits
and practices out of their lives. At the
conclusion, as is typical of Baptist churches,
there was an altar call. This particular call
was directed at believers (not unbelievers),
in keeping with the theme of the sermon. I
felt moved to go forward, where I knelt
down and prayed silently, surrendering my
life to the Lord who had redeemed me. This
was a defining moment for me, for life was
never the same afterward.

In November 1985, I was ordained an
elder by the Presbytery, and the duties of
eldership were now added to those of
teaching. An additional ministry followed in
June 1992 – helping out at the Rehoboth
Evening Service started by the late Pastor
Burt Subramaniam. My work at Rehoboth
ceased after ten years, when the leadership
aligned itself with the “Bible has mistakes”
position.

My family and I started attending True
Life BPC on 29 February 2004, and we
have continued steadfastly with the brethren
of TLBPC ever since. My wife and I
transferred membership to TLBPC in 2007,
when we became convinced of the Lord’s
will in the matter.

Wonderful to Fear the Lord
Leong Kwok Whye

for your life.

2. Man is SINFUL and SEPARATED
from God. Therefore, he cannot know and
experience God’s love and plan for his life.

3. Jesus Christ is God’s ONLY provision
for man’s sin. Through Him you can know
and experience God’s love and plan for your
life.

4. We must individually RECEIVE Jesus
Christ as Savior and Lord; then we can know
and experience God’s love and plan for our
lives.

On that day, I believed the gospel and
asked Jesus Christ to forgive me of all my
sins and I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord
and Savior. There was great rejoicing among
the Christians distributing the tracts but
like a new-born babe, I did not understand
the excitement over a new believer. In the
follow-up session, the gospel message was
elaborated and I was encouraged to
read God’s Word, the Bible. My former
colleague, Mr Robert Goh brought me to
Life BP Church to be further indoctrinated in
the Word of God. God was very gracious
to me as He opened the pages of the Gospel
of Luke and the Gospel of Mark to my
heart. The Book of Acts was exciting also. I
was thrilled by accounts in these pages, so
much so that my mother had to remind me
not to neglect my course-work. Thank God
for a caring mother. I attended Life BP
Church catechism classes and was baptized
on 1981. Spiritually speaking, I grew up in
Life BP Church.

I attended FEBC night classes and it was
a delight to my soul. However, it was not
smooth sailing all the way. Soon, the stress
of work and family weakened me. I was
not praying earnestly and I backslided
spiritually. There were occasions when the
family was under stress but the Bible lessons
were a balm. There was pain but the Word
gave us hope. God gives us grace and an
enduring faith. This faith in Christ overcame
the troubles in life and showed me the
love of God.

God the Father corrects His children. In
the trial of faith, I realized that I had not
understood the love of God sufficiently. It

is easy to love the good; do I love the weak?
I had to humble myself and confess my sin
of pride before the Lord to learn God’s love.
As I learned to love the weak, I realized the
magnanimity of God’s love when the Son of
God came to die for my sins. Loving the
weak requires that I learn not to be selfish
but be obedient to God’s Word. It requires a
humble and submissive spirit. It is one thing
to read of God’s love and another thing to
learn it personally. I have learned to trust in
the Lord fully in all things and prayer comes
first in our home. Yes, as a family we have
many weaknesses, but God have made
us strong in His grace. 2 Cor 12:9 says, “My
grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is
made perfect in weakness.” Thank you Lord,
for your love, grace and mercy.

Now, I have learned Ps 111:10: “The fear
of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a
good understanding have all they that do
his commandments: his praise endureth for
ever.” It is wonderful to fear the Lord for the
Word of the Lord is a lamp unto my feet. It
leads me to the way of life, to peace and joy
and eternal life in Christ. The Lord is truly
good. Praise be to God!

O Lord My God
Philip Goh

O Lord who am I
That Thou should be mindful of me?

But in Thy mercies, Thou looked from
Heaven,

And considered a wretch like me.

Thou gave Thine only begotten Son,
That through Him, I might be reconciled to

Thee.

Now 46 years or so have passed,
Since Thou hast led me to know Thy Holy

path.
When I first stepped foot into Thy church,
O what unspeakable joy when Thy Word

was heard.
He who has ears let him hear,

What Thy Word says into his ear.

O Lord my God,
46 years in Thee have now passed me by.

I know not whether to laugh or cry.
I searched my soul and asked myself why,
What have I done to earn salvation prize?

Nothing, but only the blood of Christ!

Thou sendest days of sunshine and rain,
These 46 years of sickness, toil and pain.

All because Thou art moulding me to gain,
A better life in Heaven’s Glory, not in vain.

Now in my days of old I pen,
When man is given threescore years and ten.

Have I my life served thee in joy or grief?
Thy will be done through me, my plea!

O Christian, are you ready?
Thy redemption draweth nigh!

In this sinful and wretched world no more to
roam,

When Jesus comes back to take us home.
When the Lord returns with His saints,

Will we be found with Jesus and with Him
to reign?

Editor’s Note: In the coming Annual
Congregational Meeting (ACM) on April 27,
2008, Eld JT Joseph, Mr Philip Goh and Mr
Leong Kwok Whye, have been nominated to
stand for elections together with present
session members, Rev Dr Timothy Tow, Rev Dr
Jeffrey Khoo, Dn Tan Beng Lee, Dn Wilson
Tan, and Dn Charles Kan, to form the new
church session for the years 2008-2011. All
members are required to attend the ACM.

When I was a
student in 1980, a
Christian brother
from Campus
Crusade for Christ
shared a tract with
me, namely:

1. God LOVES
you and offers a
wonderful PLAN
for

O Lord my God,
my days of youth
was spent without

a thought for Thee.
Day by day was

spent sinning
against Thee.

O wretched sinner
that I am,

before Thee I
stand condemned.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Apr 21 – 27, 2008)

MON – FRI FEBC Exams
FRI 7.00 pm FEBC End-of-Term

Thanksgiving Service
SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship

5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am 4th Annual Congregational

Meeting
10.30 am Worship (Dr S H Tow)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

No Prayer Meeting this Friday but all are invited
to attend the FEBC End-of-Term Thanksgiving
Service this Friday (Apr 25) at 9A Gilstead Road,
7pm.
Young People’s Fellowship’s combined Bible
Study with Berean BPC this Sat (Apr 26) at
Berean BPC, 48A Foch Road, 4pm. Transport
leaves Lavender MRT at 3.15pm. For details, call
Herbert at 94377715.
Family Bible Study Fellowship this Sat (Apr 26)
at Mr and Mrs Ng Choon Seng’s home, 5 Mount
Faber Road, #07-12, The Pearl, 5.30pm.
Tel: 97669005. Message: “Living in God’s
Righteousness” by Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy.
Call Edward at 93887328 for details.
“Teaching Children” a teachers’ training
seminar will be conducted by Rev Dr Quek Suan
Yew on May 1, 2008 at Calvary Pandan BPC,
8.30am-5pm. Register at the Book Table.
FCM, a BP ministry to university/polytechnic
students, will hold a camp from May 26-31, 2008
at Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Overcoming
the Snares of the World”. See Samuel Goh for
registration form and details.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$9,365; USD10
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Ronny
Khoo $300; BCEA (Tanzania) $200; VBA $800;
Judah (FEBC) $100; Molla (FEBC) $100; Titus
(FEBC) $100; Kiet Thaven (FEBC) $100; Sim Swee
Ho $300, $300, $100; Wendy Teng $10; FEBC
Bookroom $30; FEBC Scholarship $400, $100;
FEBC $200, $200
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$12,905; USD10
Church Building Fund $2,000, $1,000, $1,000,
$400, $200, $100 Total: S$749,427.27; USD500

Sunday School Offering: $231.00

Verse for the Week: The highway of the upright is to
depart from evil: he that keepeth his way preserveth
his soul. Prov 16:17

Daily Vacation Bible College course on “The Bible
Stands – Textual Reception or Textual Criticism?”
will be held from April 28-May 3, 2008 at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
FEBC’s 33rd Graduation Exercises will be held at
Calvary Pandan BPC on May 4, SGBF Hour, 6pm.
Vacation Bible Adventure 2008 (June 4-6). Theme:
“Dino Detectives: Digging for God’s Truth”.
Application forms for both Volunteers and Children
are available at the VBA Booth. Contact Benedict at
97887386 or registration@vba2008.com for details.
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking in
Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.” Speaker:
Rev John MacKenzie. Registration closes next Lord’s
Day, Apr 27. For details, contact Dn Charles Kan at
98310468.
Combined Youth Conference 2008 will be held
from June 19-21, 2008 at Calvary Pandan BPC.
Theme: “The Lord tarries: My licence to relax?”
Speakers: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo, Rev Dr Quek Suan
Yew & Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. For details, please
contact Andrew Kan at 91598914.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 28
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 33
Hymn No. 52
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 358
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text Ps 33:18-19
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Sermon His Eye Is on His Elect

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 43
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

In Him We Trust
Mrs Catherine Tan

Praise be to God for His wonderful grace and
mercy, for His protection over all of us who
went on the 13th Holy Land Pilgrimage in March
this year, and for His guiding hand in all that we
saw, heard, felt and experienced during our very
brief sojourn in the lands of the Old and New
Testaments. We were also very blessed to have
with us a good spiritual leader in Rev Dr Jeffrey
Khoo, and his wife, Jemima who with her
detailed and careful planning ensured a smooth
and pleasant journey for all of us.

Visiting Israel was the last thing on my mind
last year, especially when I was suddenly and
unexpectedly diagnosed with breast cancer in
September 2007. The unsettling experience of
treating the cancer with surgery, chemotherapy
and radiotherapy treatments turned my usually
uneventful life upside down. Both my husband
and I had just started worshipping at True Life

Bible-Presbyterian Church and
attending catechism classes when the
‘cancer’ came knocking on my door,
and initially it was hard for me not to
wonder and question whether the Lord
had sent this on as a test of our faith.

When I shared this with a Christian
family member, he reminded me that
by leading us to worship at True Life
with its strong emphasis on studying
the Word of the Lord in the Holy
Bible, the Lord had wonderfully
prepared the foundation for us so that
when we go through this very trying
period, we can and will be able to dip
into that strong foundation (being the
Lord’s Word) of faith, grace and
mercy and find continuing solace and
comfort! “…. It is written, Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4).

When my husband heard last year
that Rev Dr Timothy Tow and Mrs
Ivy Tow was organizing the 13th

pilgrimage to the Holy Land in early
2008, I was still in the midst of my
chemotherapy treatments and we were
unsure if I could complete my
treatment in time. We prayed for the
Lord’s guidance on our participation in
this trip, trusting that He will direct us
according to His will. Having blessed
me with doctors who are Christians,
both my oncologist and radiologist
worked together (the former by
reducing the intervals between my“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! It is

like...the dew of Hermon” (Ps 133). Holy Land Pilgrimage 2008



chemo-cycles and yet ensuring that I
remained healthy enough to start each
cycle anew, and the latter by starting my
radiotherapy treatment as soon as possible
after I had completed my chemotherapy)
so that I could finish my treatments in
time for me to go on this pilgrimage. I
greatly thank the Lord for His perfect
timing as He allowed me to finish all my
treatments barely one week before our
pilgrimage departure date. “Trust in the
Lord with all thine heart, and lean not
unto thine own understanding. In all
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

During this pilgrimage, there were
many messages and lessons worth
revisiting and keeping in mind as we read
the relevant chapters of the Holy Bible
each day to provide context to the places
that we visited, but the single strongest
message that kept resonating through me
was the need for me to humble myself and
trust in the Lord in order to do His will.
From Abraham’s faithful obedience to
God’s call for him to leave his country, his
family and his father’s house for a land
unknown to him that God would show
him and his continued obedience to God’s
instruction to offer his son Isaac as a
sacrifice to the Lord, to the Great
Commission of the early apostles, we
heard and read the numerous examples of
acts of surrender and trust in the Lord’s
will.

But the greatest example was set by
the Lord Jesus Christ as He prayed in
agony at the garden of Gethsemane,
contemplating the cup of intense suffering
and death on the cross to come and yet
humbling and submitting Himself to the
will of God, “…O my Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from me:
nevertheless not as I will, but as thou
wilt” (Matthew 26:39).

At Gethsemane, I saw a signboard that
had been placed on a part of the perimeter
fence of the garden with its gnarled and
ancient olive trees, which had quoted the
above verse 39 and also included a simple
prayer that touched a chord within me, “O
Jesus, in deepest night and agony You spoke
these words of trust and surrender to God
the father in Gethsemane. In love and
gratitude, I want to say in times of fear and
distress, ‘My father, I do not understand You
but I trust You.’”

Yes, if not for my Lord Jesus submitting
himself to God’s will and undergoing
crucifixion and painful death on the cross for
our sins, we would not have this great gift of
salvation freely given to all who believe in
Him. And seeing the words of that simple
prayer, I was reminded that I too have much
to praise and thank Him for teaching me
during the period of my brush with cancer to
surrender the pain of the surgery and chemo
treatments and the pangs of fear and anxiety

to God, to continually trust in His will, and
to refrain from questioning His reasons
whilst trying to understand His will and the
path that He would have me walk.

“Humble yourselves therefore under
the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt
you in due time: Casting all your care
upon him; for he careth for you” (1 Peter
5:6-7).

“The steps of a good man are ordered
by the Lord: and he delighteth in his way.
Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast
down: for the Lord upholdeth him with
his hand” (Psalm 37:23-24).

Seeking comfort in God’s Word at all
times, and knowing that God in His
goodness will uphold me and keep me
strong, it is with the grace of the Lord
Almighty that I have now come through that
period of ill health in good stead and have
had the wonderful opportunity to walk in the
land that the Lord Jesus walked during His
time on earth. I am ever grateful for God’s
love, care and protection, for the privilege of
being able to call Him my Lord and Saviour,
and for the opportunity to bring glory to His
name.

All praise and glory be to God!

***************

The Lord Provides

Dear True Lifers,

May God’s grace be upon you all at this
time.

Last month, I received a gift from True
Life B-P Church for AU$2,630.20. We
banked it promptly, and have already drawn
on it for insurance renewal, electricity a/c,
car fund, and several other “basics”. We
thank God for you all, and in particular,
those who have given to help us in time of
need. Our fuel costs are rocketing, and diesel
(which we use a fair amount of) is now
around AU$1.65/litre. It is more expensive

than unleaded petrol. Still, the Lord
provides.

Not sure if you have heard that we
have booked to come to Singapore in
June. We plan to attend to Calvary Pandan
Camp, and then have a week in S’pore to
meet some folks, and encourage the saints
where possible. D.V. we will have a
Lord’s Day morning at True Life. We
would be there on either the 1st, 8th, or 15th

June. If I could be of any help in the
pulpit, I would be only too happy to
oblige. My health is about the same as last
year, and I preach 9 weeks out of 10 here
in Cootamundra.

Just today, we received an extensive
mailout of material regarding the stoush
with Life Church. In a strange way we are
edified by all this, as we also went through
similar battles here in the earlier years.
We are quite convinced that True Life’s
position is the correct one, and we fully
support you in it. Do not give up in prayer,
as we have seen some remarkable reverses
in fortunes in similar situations – esp
when all seems lost.

For encouragement, I will draw your
attention to Psalm 119:160 – “Thy word is
true from the beginning: and every one
of thy righteous judgments endureth
forever”.

Stay on course, brethren, God does not
forsake those who are faithful to his
cause!

With our strong prayers, and best wishes,

Peter and Anne Clements and family
Cootamundra, Australia
April 10, 2008

True Life BPC 4th Annual
Congregational Meeting (ACM)

next Lord’s Day (April 27) at 9.15am.

It is your duty as a member to attend.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Apr 28 – May 4, 2008)

MON – SAT Daily Vacation Bible College
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Errol Stone)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
6.00 pm FEBC 33rd Graduation Exercises

Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Bernard Tee this
Fri (May 2, 08) at 8pm. Address: 11 Greenwood
Lane, Singapore 287001. Tel: 67609069.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, May 3, 08 at 3.30pm in the home of
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Message:
“Man Proposes; God Disposes” by Rev Dr
Jeffrey Khoo. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
FCM, a BP ministry to university/polytechnic
students, will hold a camp from May 26-31, 2008
at Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Overcoming
the Snares of the World”. See Samuel Goh for
registration form and details.
Combined Youth Conference 2008 will be held
from June 19-21, 2008 at Calvary Pandan BPC.
Theme: “The Lord tarries: My licence to relax?”
Speakers: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo, Rev Dr Quek
Suan Yew & Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. For
details, please contact Andrew Kan at 91598914.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 123 Pending Road at
2.30pm. For details, please contact Dn Charles
Kan at 98310468.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$8,244; RM25
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Iban Bibles
for Marilyn Nanta $500; Bible Witness Web Radio
Ministry $500; VBA $1,000, $400, $200; Dominino
(FEBC) $200; Sim Swee Ho $500, $500, $250, $100;
FEBC Bookroom $30; FEBC Scholarship $100;
FEBC $400, $350, $300
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$13,774; RM25
Church Building Fund $2,000, $1,000, $1,000,
$1,000, $1,000, $500, $100 Total: S$756,027.27;
USD500

Sunday School Offering: $324.00

Verse for the Week: Pride goeth before destruction,
and an haughty spirit before a fall. Prov 16:18

Election Results will be published next Lord’s Day.
The newly Elected Session will affirm their allegiance
to the Word of God by taking the Dean Burgon Oath
at a Service of Consecration next Lord’s Day, May 4.
Daily Vacation Bible College course on “The Bible
Stands – Textual Reception or Textual Criticism?”
will be held this week, April 28-May 3, 2008, at the
Far Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
FEBC’s 33rd Graduation Exercises will be held at
Calvary Pandan BPC next Lord’s Day, May 4, SGBF
Hour, 6pm.
Vacation Bible Adventure 2008 (June 4-6). Theme:
“Dino Detectives: Digging for God’s Truth”.
Application forms for both Volunteers and Children
are available at the VBA Booth. Contact Benedict at
97887386 or registration@vba2008.com for details.
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking in
Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.” Speaker:
Rev John MacKenzie. Registration closes today. For
details, contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 47
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 35
Hymn No. 67
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 220
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text John 14:12-18
Sermon The Work of the Holy

Spirit
(Dr S H Tow)

Closing Hymn No. 236
Benediction Dr S H Tow

CLERK OF SESSION’S REPORT
FOR 2007

(Annual report by Dn Wilson Tan on behalf of the
Session to members of True Life BPC at its ACM,

April 27, 2008)

“…as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I
will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” Joshua 1:5

Truly, the Lord has been faithful to True Life
Bible-Presbyterian Church, as we reflect upon His
dealing toward us in the past year.

VISION AND MISSION

According to Article 3 of the Church
Constitution, the objects for which the Church is
established are:

3.1 The salvation of souls;
3.2 The edification of Christians through the

teaching of God’s Word;
3.3 The promotion of godly worship;
3.4 The defence of “the faith which was once

delivered unto the saints”;
3.5 The establishment and extension of Christian

missions and institutions for the furtherance

of God’s Kingdom on earth;
3.6 The promotion of Christian relief

for the poor and needy;
3.7 The strengthening of mutual

fellowship, encouragement and
unity among individual Bible-
Presbyterian Churches and other
Bible-believing churches of
similar stand “for the Word of
God and for the testimony of
Jesus Christ” (Rev.1:9).

GOVERNANCE
The Church is governed according

to the Presbyterian system of rule by
Elders, with a Session consisting of
Pastor, Elders and Deacons. The
Session of True Life Bible-Presbyterian
Church for Electoral Term 2005 to
2008 comprised Rev Dr Timothy Tow
as Pastor; Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo, the late
Eld Eric Mahadevan and Eld Geoffrey
Tan as Elders; Mr Charles Kan, Mr Tai
Mern Yee, Mr Tan Beng Lee and Mr
Wilson Tan as Deacons. Rev Stephen
Khoo served as advisor by invitation.
MEMBERSHIP

As of December 31st 2007, 15
adults were admitted to communicant
membership of the church by water
baptism, 6 by reaffirmation of faith.
There were 2 infant baptisms
(non-communicant membership). In
addition, a total of 23 were admitted to
membership, having been transferred
from other churches.

The Church continues to call for its
congregants and visitors to register to
become Church members either by
water baptism, reaffirmation of faith, or
transfer of membership.

various fellowship groups to spread the
Christmas message: the good news of
salvation to mankind.

RELATIONSHIP WITH FAR
EASTERN BIBLE COLLEGE

The symbiotic relationship between
the Church and the College lies in the
sameness of spirit and doctrine.

The Church functions as training
grounds for the students of the College,
and it also supports a number of them
through scholarships.

FUTURE PLANS AND COMMITMENTS

True Life B-P Church shall continue to
worship at the RELC Auditorium, and will
rent more space as and when required. The
Church Building Fund was borne out of
a spontaneous desire by members for a
permanent home, and it is our prayer that God
would show the way according to His will.

The Church will also continue to redouble
its efforts in evangelism, outreach and
missions to hasten the coming of our Lord.

To God be the glory!



ATTENDANCE ON THE LORD’S DAY

The Church was blessed by the Lord with
an increase in attendance in its worship service
as well as prayer, teaching ministry and
fellowship groups. Average attendance each
Lord’s Day for worship service was about 350,
including children.

MINISTRIES

Worship Service

The Church holds its worship service every
Lord’s Day, 10.30am at the Regional
Language Centre (RELC), 30 Orange Grove
Road, Singapore 258352. The pulpit is
jealously guarded, with only preachers of the
same doctrinal persuasion, ie: of the reformed
faith, taking a stand for biblical separation and
standing squarely on the perfect inspiration and
perfect preservation of Scripture, are invited to
preach the Word. Some of our guest preachers
include: Rev Koa Keng Woo, Rev Dr Quek
Suan Yew, Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy, Rev Tan
Kian Sing, Rev Stephen Khoo, Dr Tow Siang
Hwa, Rev Ronny Khoo, Rev Errol Stone and
Rev Nguyen Gia Hien.

Korean Worship Service

The Korean worship service at True Life
B-P Church since inauguration in 2006, has
seen a steady increase of attendees to 50. Our
Korean brethren hold two services on the
Lord’s Day, at 10.30am and 1pm at the
Chancery Room (#503), RELC.

Children’s Ministry

The children are ministered each Lord’s
Day through the Children’s Ministry. The
younger ones will attend the Children’s
Worship, and those of schooling age will
attend the Children’s Choir.

Prayer Meeting

Prayer meetings are held every Friday
evening at the RELC, and for the first Friday
of each month, Family Worship cum Prayer
Meeting is held at the homes of True Lifers.

In keeping with the format of John Sung
revival meetings, the study of God’s Word led
by Dr Jeffrey Khoo or Rev Stephen Khoo is

followed by a season of thanksgiving and
testimonies, whereby the faith of members
are fortified by hearing how the Lord has
been good to the brethren. Prayer meeting
attendance has grown to about 90, with a
good number of children, who come to pray
and seek the Lord as well.

Sunday School

The Adults’ Sunday school has been
taught by faithful and dedicated pastors. The
following books taught in 2007 were: 1-2
Peter by Dr Jeffrey Khoo, Philemon by Rev
Ronny Khoo and 1 Samuel by Rev Stephen
Khoo/Eld JT Joseph. Classes are held in
auditorium, and there is a regular attendance
of about 80 students.

Catechism classes are held twice a year
for 12 weeks each time for those who wish to
be baptised, reaffirm their faith or join the
church as a member. The lessons are on the
fundamentals of Christian faith and Bible-
Presbyterian distinctives conducted by Dr
Jeffrey Khoo and Dn Tai Mern Yee.

The Children’s Sunday School is led by
Mrs Jemima Khoo, and ably assisted by a
committed team of teachers and helpers.

Evangelism

Door to door HDB flat’s evangelism is
held at Bukit Panjang every last Lord’s Day
of the month, with close to 20 (including
children) coming each time to share the good
news of salvation.

Missions and Outreaches

The Church supports missions in Brisbane
(Rev Nguyen Gia Hien and Brisbane B-P
Church), Kemaman (Dr Wee Tiong Soon and
Kemaman Life B-P Church), Kuching
(Marilyn Nanta), Myanmar (Amos Go and
Thang No), Bethlehem (Rev Danny Awad)
and the Bible College of East Africa (Kenya
and Tanzania).

Choir Ministry

The choir ministers to the congregation
through music. The choir committee was led
by Mr Tay Bee Heng.

Bible Study Groups

The Filipina and Indonesian Bible Study
groups continued to minister to the Filipina
and Indonesians in the Church. The groups
were led by FEBC students as part of their
ministry practicum.

Fellowship Groups

Adults’ Fellowship

The fellowship meets monthly at the home
of Mr and Mrs William Teo. The group studied
“Church History” led by Dr Jeffrey Khoo who
spoke on “Church Fathers and Martyrs,”
“Monks and Popes,” “Apostasy of the Roman
Church,” “Reformation Forerunners,” “The
Reformation in the Fulness of Time,” and
“Calvin the Reformation Theologian.” Other
speakers were Rev Ronny Khoo, Rev Tan Kian
Sing, and Rev Nguyen Gia Hien.

One highlight of the year was the
Christmas Carolling where the group visited 3
homes and the Ju Eng Home for Senior
Citizens, where messages on the gospel of
Jesus Christ were shared by Rev Ronny Khoo
in the respective homes.

Family Bible Study Fellowship

The group seeks to build up godly families,
a key pillar of the church. It meets every month
at the homes of various member and the
children are being taken care of by FEBC
students who arrange activities for them.

The group had a fruitful year studying the
book of “Philippians” under Rev Stephen
Khoo, going through a series of “Focus on the
Family” messages by Elder William Seah,
having a retreat at Sofitel Palm Resort, JB
where Elder William Seah spoke on “Who
Builds Our Home?” (Ps 127:1) with devotions
by Bro Dominino; and organising a Christmas
Gospel Meeting on 22 December 2007 held at
RELC with Rev Ronny Khoo preaching
and Bro Samuel Kwong interpreting into
Mandarin. Praise God over 70 people attended
this gospel meeting.

Ladies’ Fellowship

The Ladies Fellowship meets every 1st

Wednesday evening of the month at 7.45pm at

the RELC and is open to all True Lifers, and
not just the ladies of the Church.

The group studied the book of James
under Dr Jeffrey Khoo, and were privileged
to hear the Word of God delivered by Rev Dr
Prabhudas Koshy, Rev Ronny Khoo, and
Rev Errol Stone also.

Young Peoples’ Fellowship

The Young Peoples’ Fellowship meets
every Saturday at the home of Mr and Mrs
Foo Chee Yong. The theme for 2007 was
“Living for Jesus” taken from the book of
Proverbs. Activities included Bible studies
with brethren of Berean Bible-Presbyterian
Church, cottage meetings at the homes of
church members, combined meetings and
youth conferences with the YF of other
liked-minded churches.

In December 2007, True Life YPF and
Calvary Pandan YF held a combined camp at
Lautan Biru Resort, Mersing, with Dr Jeffrey
Khoo speaking on the theme, “Are You on
the Lord’s Side?”

SPECIAL SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES

The special services on the church
calendar included: the Good Friday Service,
6 April 2007; Easter Sunrise Baptismal
Service at Labrador Park, 8 April 2007, 7am;
Christmas Eve service 24 December 2007,
8pm; Watchnight Service, 31 December
2007.

Some other special activities included:

4th True Life Bible Camp, theme of
“Glorifying Christ in Perilous Times (Gal
2:20)” by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew and Rev
Errol Stone at Bintan Agro Beach Resort
with 155 participants.

On 1st September 2007, a six-day mission
trip to Sarawak was led by Dr Jeffrey Khoo
with a team of 20 True Lifers to strengthen
and encourage our missionary Marilyn Nanta
and the brethren in Kuching.

4th Anniversary Thanksgiving lunch, 7
October 2007, 385 attendees.

Carolling sessions organised by the
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(May 5 – 11, 2008)

MON – WED FEBC Camp at Mersing
WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
THU 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
Adults Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

(Rev Stephen Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this
Wed (May 7) at 7.45pm. Venue: RELC, Level 6,
Newton Room (Room 601). Message: “Coping
Without Complaining” by Eld J T Joesph. All are
welcome. Contact Judith at 96729973 for details.
Young People’s Fellowship’s Cottage Meeting
at the home of Dn Wilson Tan this Sat (May 10)
at 3.30pm. Address: Blk 305 Clementi Avenue 4
#05-391, Singapore 120305. For transport, please
meet outside FEBC Bookroom at 2.50pm.
Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held this Sat
(May 10) at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home,
Blk 835 Woodlands St. 83 #12-113, 3.30pm.
Message: “Faithfulness in Service” by Judah
Kundael. Contact William Teo at 91831150 for
details.
FCM, a BP ministry to university/polytechnic
students, will hold a camp from May 26-31, 2008
at Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Overcoming
the Snares of the World”. See Samuel Goh for
registration form and details.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$8,573; IDR50,000; USD202
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $160; Rev Dr
Jeffrey Khoo $200; Rev Hien (Brisbane) $200;
Marilyn Nanta (Kuching) $100; Iban Bibles for
Marilyn Nanta $500; BCEA (Tanzania) $4,000;
Bible Witness Ministry $250; Judah (FEBC) $100;
Samuel Kwong (FEBC) $200, $100; Sim Swee Ho
$621.50 (Church Choir), $500, $300, $200, $100,
$100; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC Bookroom $30;
FEBC Scholarship $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$16,634.50; IDR50,000; USD202
Church Building Fund $1,000, $1,000, $330, $100,
$100 Total: S$758,557.27; USD500

Verse for the Week: Better it is to be of an humble
spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the
proud. Prov 16:19

FEBC’s 33rd Graduation Exercises will be held this
evening at Calvary Pandan BPC, SGBF Hour, 6pm.
Speaker: Rev Dr Mark Kim. All are welcome.
Vacation Bible Adventure 2008 (June 4-6). Theme:
“Dino Detectives: Digging for God’s Truth”.
Application forms for both Volunteers and Children
are available at the VBA Booth. Contact Benedict at
97887386 or registration@vba2008.com for details.
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking in
Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.” Speaker:
Rev John MacKenzie. Contact Dn Charles Kan at
98310468 for details.
Combined Youth Conference 2008 will be held
from June 19-21, 2008 at Calvary Pandan BPC.
Theme: “The Lord tarries: My licence to relax?”
Speakers: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo, Rev Dr Quek Suan
Yew & Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Closing Date: May
18, 08. Contact Andrew Kan at 91598914 for details.
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo will be away teaching in
BCEA Kenya from May 10-26, 08, and speaking at
BCEA Tanzania’s first graduation service on May 18.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 256
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps 119:1-16
Hymn No. 255
Announcements
Oath of Allegiance to
the Word of God Church Session
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 419
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Micah 6:8
Sermon Thanksgiving for Justice

(Rev Errol Stone)
Closing Hymn No. 349
Benediction Rev Errol Stone

The FEBC-BCEA Connection in the
Bible College Movement
Rev Dr Mark Kim Kyung Soo

Principal, Bible College of East Africa
The relationship between Bible College of East

Africa (BCEA) and Far Eastern Bible College
(FEBC) is an inseparable and valuable one based
on a common doctrinal stand and a common
heritage influenced by the IBPFM and ICCC.
Although BCEA was initially offered the
opportunity to inaugurate a bachelor’s degree
programme by a Christian university in the United
States, it may be said that the eventual
implementation of this programme under FEBC
was a result of God’s providential guidance. Like
BCEA, the ministry of FEBC takes a firm and
assertive stand against apostasy and compromise in
all forms.

Founding of FEBC and BCEA
The decision to establish FEBC was

precipitated by the visit of Dr Philip
Clark, General Secretary of the
Independent Board for Presbyterian
Foreign Missions, USA. The General
Secretary’s promise to send qualified
teachers to help in this ambitious
national undertaking was crucial to the
founding of the College. In its own
publication, IBPFM introduces the
history of FEBC’s founding as follows:
“Dr Timothy Tow, who received his
theological training at Faith
Theological Seminary … has said that
the Far Eastern Bible College began as
early as 1954 from an idea first
conceived in the minds of certain elders
of the Bible Presbyterian Church of
Singapore. This idea arose partly from
the theological confrontation with
institutions in Singapore that have
apostasized from the Faith. Therefore, it
may be said that the FEBC idea was
born of the 20th Century Reformation
Movement. Dr Tow became pastor of
the Life Bible Presbyterian Church in
Singapore on October 20, 1950. As the
Church grew and new churches were
established, the need for new workers
was felt and talk of establishing a Bible
college began. With the encouragement
of The Independent Board and the
Board’s promise to provide missionary
teachers, the decision to start the
college was made. The building
program for a new church sanctuary
and Bible college premises was started
in 1961. In September of the following
year, the Far Eastern Bible College,
with three students, opened its doors
under its principal, Dr Timothy Tow.”

BCEA-Kenya
Library



Hence the doors of FEBC were opened for
classes just two and a half years prior to the
opening of BCEA.

Since the founding of FEBC in September
1962, various missionaries under the
Independent Board have served the institution.
Among these include Rev and Mrs Edward
Paauwe (Mrs Paauwe—Lehia—is Rev Dr
Timothy Tow’s daughter), who were appointed
by IBPFM in 1970 to serve at FEBC. It has
been a strong companion of the Board in the
20th Century Reformation Movement.

Biblical Distinctives
Dr Lynn Gray Gordon wrote, “The Far

Eastern Bible College in Singapore is one of
the institutions working very closely with the
Independent Board. For a number of years, we
have assigned missionaries to cooperate with
the college in the teaching that is found
there…. Dr Timothy Tow … founded FEBC
and is the principal of this strong Bible
college…. The tenth graduation service of
FEBC was observed on July 30, 1978. On that
occasion Dr Tow Siang Hwa addressed the
graduating class. His message was so timely,
stirring, and challenging that we have
determined to publish it in Biblical Missions
for all believers to see. He emphasized the
distinctives of the college as being (1)
separation from apostasy, not infiltration into
it; and (2) the need not just to declare but to
defend and to contend for the faith that God
has once for all entrusted to the saints.”

It is my hope that these distinctives will be
maintained both at BCEA and at FEBC until
the Lord returns.

During my tenure as principal, the single
most effective form of enforcement has been
the stringent enforcement of graduation
requirements, rather than raising the bar for
admissions standards. During my early years
as principal, I warned against lax study habits
when not one of the students who were due
to graduate actually met the graduation
requirements. The seemingly drastic warning
that the graduation ceremony will be cancelled
altogether, if necessary, was not heeded with
seriousness. When the cancellation actually

materialised in 1993, it was met with shock,
disbelief, and anger. Letters of complaint were
even sent to the Independent Board, which
firmly stood by the school’s position that
graduation standards will be enforced with
seriousness. The study atmosphere in the
College profoundly improved thereafter.

Library and Books
At the present, the College maintains its

tradition of mandatory study hours in the
library. Pastor Kipkorir Langat (ADipTh,
BCEA, 2005) fondly recounts his days at
BCEA: “The most memorable part of my
training was access to the library. I thank God
for the library facilities available at BCEA. I
used to enjoy going there for my personal
studies and I could find many books with much
substance in them.”

Through the grace of God, the BCEA
library has undergone great improvement in
facilities as well as in the number of books it
contains. This has been one of the slower areas
of development in the past, as one missionary
comments, “Acquiring books for the library
was not as big a priority as it should have
been.” God’s provision for library development
has been through the giving of many co-
labourers in the Lord. During my tenure, a gift
of 2000 books from Far Eastern Bible College
in Singapore was a very timely and significant
turning point for the strengthening of the
College library. FEBC has been a regular
contributor to the library in subsequent years as
well. Dr Lynn Gray Gordon was another early
contributor in 1996, who donated hundreds of
books from his personal library. Dr Sim from
New Life B-P Church (Singapore) and Calvary
Pandan B-P Church (Singapore) were also
among those early supporters for the library
expansion project.

Bachelor of Ministry
The Bachelor of Ministry (BMin) is a

degree awarded by Far Eastern Bible College
(FEBC) in Singapore (Dr Timothy Tow,
Principal). It is the first degree programme to
be offered at BCEA and seeks to deepen one’s
knowledge of Scripture and theology for
effective ministry in the church, and to equip

servants with the necessary skills for the
defence of the Christian faith in these last days.

The Bachelor of Ministry programme
accepts past BCEA graduates who are in full-
time Christian service. Advanced Diploma in
Theology graduates of the years 2003 and later
are eligible to apply. Of those who graduated
prior to 2003, those who finished the Diploma
in Theology course with a cumulative GPA of
2.5 (C+) or higher are eligible.

The requirements of graduation are in
accordance with the requirements of FEBC.
Students must complete all prescribed
residential courses with a minimum cumulative
GPA of 2.5 (C+). Students must also complete
all collateral reading modules, submit an
approved research paper or translation project,
demonstrate good Christian conduct, pass a
viva voce examination, and be present at the
graduation service for the conferment of the
degree. The first batch of Bachelor of Ministry
students graduated in 2004.

A Fundamentalist School
BCEA was founded as a fundamentalist

school. It was decidedly selective in doctrine
and teaching but not exclusive: that is, students
of various denominational backgrounds were
accepted from the onset. It can be argued that
this admissions policy proved to be successful
in propagating the school’s position. It is my
conviction that the stand of a school is not
defined by the makeup of its student body but
by the position of its faculty. To pursue a non-
exclusive admissions policy, however, the
careful selection of faculty is of paramount
importance, but this may be used as an
effective way not only to defend BCEA’s
position but also to inform others of it as well.
The principle that the best defence is a strong
offence may be applied to orthodoxy. Indeed,
the Gospel is to be preached to every creature
(Mark 16:15).

Today, the student body at BCEA is
characterised by an assortment of
denominational backgrounds from Kenya and
abroad. As mentioned previously, the stand of
a school is not defined by the makeup of its
student body but by the position of its faculty.

During my term as principal, an unprecedented
number of BCEA graduates have been sent to
schools in the same position as BCEA, such as
FEBC, for further studies. Only those with
further studies experience have been appointed
to full-time teaching positions.

Editor’s Note: Come and rejoice with FEBC
tonight on the occasion of her 33rd Graduation
Service at Calvary Pandan Bible-Presbyterian
Church, 6pm, followed by a reception. Come
and pray for the Class of 2008 as they
commence their service for the Lord, and hear
Rev Dr Mark Kim who will speak on
“Equipping Labourers for the Harvest.” Rev
Kim, who already holds an honorary
doctorate, will be conferred the Doctor of
Education (EdD) degree. His dissertation
discussed the establishment and development
of the Bible College of East Africa (1965-
2007), and will be published by the College in
a special edition of The Burning Bush.
_____________________________________

Election Results

Office Candidate Votes (%)

Pastor Rev Dr Timothy Tow 95.6%
Elders Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 98.7%

Eld J T Joseph 98.1%
Deacons Dn Philip Goh 85.4%

Dn Charles Kan 97.5%
Dn Leong Kwok Whye 81.6%
Dn Tan Beng Lee 98.1%
Dn Wilson Tan 90.5%

The Dean Burgon Oath

I swear in the name of the Triune God:
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, that I believe
“the Bible is none other than the voice of
Him that sitteth upon the throne. Every
book of it, every chapter of it, every verse
of it, every word of it, every syllable of it,
every letter of it, is the direct utterance of
the Most High. The Bible is none other
than the Word of God, not some part of it
more, some part of it less, but all alike the
utterance of Him that sitteth upon the
throne, faultless, unerring, supreme.” So
help me God, AMEN.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(May 12 – 18, 2008)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Prabhudas Koshy)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, May 17, 08, at 3.30pm in the home
of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Program: Bible Study on John 15 by Rev Dennis
Kwok. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.
FCM, a BP ministry to university/polytechnic
students, will hold a camp from May 26-31, 2008
at Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Overcoming
the Snares of the World”. See Samuel Goh for
registration form and details.
Combined Youth Conference 2008 will be held
from June 19-21, 2008 at Calvary Pandan BPC.
Theme: “The Lord tarries: My licence to relax?”
Speakers: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo, Rev Dr Quek
Suan Yew & Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Closing
Date: May 18, 08. Contact Andrew Kan at
91598914 for details.
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo is away teaching in BCEA
Kenya from May 10-26, 08, and will be speaking
at BCEA Tanzania’s first graduation service next
Lord’s Day on May 18.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$11,766; USD120
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Errol
Stone $100; Linda (FEBC) $100; Sopheak (FEBC)
$100; Rotha (FEBC) $100; Judah (FEBC) $100,
$50; Biak Lawm Thang (FEBC) $100, $50;
Ejigayehu (FEBC) $100, $50; Thadeaus (FEBC)
$100; Jose (FEBC) $100; Dominino (FEBC) $100;
Rajan (FEBC) $100; Sim Swee Ho $100, $100;
Wendy Teng $200; FEBC $400, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$14,116; USD120
Church Building Fund $2,000, $1,500, $1,000,
$690, $315, $100, $100 Total: S$764,262.27;
USD500

Sunday School Offering: $289.00

Verse for the Week: He that handleth a matter
wisely shall find good: and whoso trusteth in the
LORD, happy is he. Prov 16:20

Vacation Bible Adventure 2008 (June 4-6).
Theme: “Dino Detectives: Digging for God’s
Truth”. Application forms for both Volunteers and
Children are available at the VBA Booth. Contact
Benedict at 97887386 or registration@vba2008.com
for details.
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking in
Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.”
Speaker: Rev John MacKenzie. Contact Dn Charles
Kan at 98310468 for details.
We extend our deepest condolences to Francis Ng
Kin Siu on the demise of his mother on May 3, 08.
Francis and Brenda Ng would like to thank
all True Lifers for their attendance, condolences,
prayers and gifts during their recent bereavement.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 34
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Ps 119:137-160
Hymn No. 251
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 393
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text John 15:11-17
Pastoral Prayer Rev Stephen Khoo
Sermon Who Is a Friend?

(Rev Stephen Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 183 (Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Stephen Khoo

The Bible of the Bible College
of East Africa

Rev Dr Mark Kim Kyung Soo

Principal, Bible College of East Africa

The principle of maintaining the primacy of
Scripture in the academic curriculum has led the
Bible College of East Africa (BCEA) to devote
teaching efforts to defending the inerrancy,
sufficiency, and integrity of God’s Word. Study of
Scripture was the purpose for which the institution
was founded; Scripture forms the foundational
weapon against battles raged against unbiblical
movements in all forms.

The African mission field has not been immune
from the influence of ecumenical and liberalist
tides that held strong in the Western world in the
first half of the twentieth century and prevailed in
later decades in the less developed world. It is
evident that the first decades of BCEA’s existence
entailed confrontation with notions of the social
gospel espoused by missionaries with a greater

concern for the general “fatherhood of
God and the brotherhood of man” than
on the spiritual salvation of the lost.
In a BCEA Sunday worship services
brochure of 1965, Dr Hawks wrote the
following: “We are being told… that
we should forget our theological
differences and all work together for
the upbuilding of humanity and the
reconstruction of the social order. This
sounds good, but it is not according to
the Word of God, and it will not bring
our souls to heaven.”2

Fellow missionary Miss Judith
Collins expressed a similar sentiment in
1978: “Our ecumenical friends will give
sewing machines, bags of food or seed,
financial help to the Kenyan people, but
never do we read of their gift of Bibles.
Of course, we are not against gifts of
sewing machines, and food; we too do
the same whenever we can, but the most
important thing for us in the EACA is
the Word of God and it is our goal to
put a Bible in the hands and heart of
every literate Christian in our EACA
churches. Many Christians in ICCC
churches abroad, from Australia to
America, have sent us money…to help
in the buying of Bibles for our people…
How precious is the Word of God to us!

“We want our churches to be full of
men, women, and youth who daily read
and feed upon the Word of God. When
visitors come to our churches, we want
them to see many, many Bibles in the
hands of our Christians – not covered
up inside a cloth or a briefcase, but open
and carried for all to see.”3

Indeed, BCEA’s singular focus on

The Church Session (2008-2011) taking the Dean Burgon Oath of Allegiance
to the Word of God and the Testimony of Jesus Christ



the Bible and its central message of truth
coincided with, and continue to coincide with,
the defining mission of the ICCC and EACA.

Just a few years later in 1982, Rev Edward
N Gross reiterated BCEA’s founding mission
when he stated that the institution exists to
train “specialists in understanding and
proclaiming the Word of God… God’s
spokesmen…entrusted with the truths of
Scripture.”4 Maintaining this stance throughout
BCEA’s history has entailed making additions
to the curriculum to counter new movements.
As stated in the previous section, the addition
of original languages to the curriculum was in
response to the increasing prevalence of liberal
translations in the region.

It may be said that the continued inclusion
of Greek and Hebrew at BCEA, even at pre-
Bachelor levels, is also in defence against the
tides of so-called “biblical scholarship”
that adopts unbiblical presuppositions. In
particular, BCEA’s curriculum does not
subscribe to the textual theories of Westcott
and Hort, reasoned eclecticism, or
thoroughgoing eclecticism, based on the stance
of BCEA regarding the sovereignty and
providence of God in relation to the
preservation of His Holy Scriptures. Although
a detailed discussion of this issue is beyond the
scope of this paper, inasmuch as the issue
marks a distinct departure of BCEA from
mainstream biblical scholarship today, it merits
at least a cursory discussion here.

Firstly, to the common “evangelical”
contention that Scripture does not promise an
inerrant transmission of Scripture, it must be
stated here that Scripture does explicitly warn
against altering Scripture. The act of
amplifying or subtracting from God’s Word is
an offence that is deemed as extremely grave
(Revelation 22:18). If God is a God of
precision whose sovereignty governs the
smallest details of the universe (cf. Matthew
5:18; 10:30; etc.), then it must be maintained
that He would have preserved His own words
if it is true that every word is God-breathed. It
must be conceded that He provided copyists
throughout the ages obedient to the biblical

injunction to pass on God’s Word as it is,
available to churches throughout time. That is,
such a group would have copied with a spirit
that disallows incidental human improvement
on God’s Word (attempts to improve clarity, to
harmonise, etc.).

Secondly, the doctrine of biblical inerrancy,
to be relevant for believers today (indeed, of all
ages), requires the corollary of preservation.
The view that BCEA holds of preservation is
that of verbal plenary preservation. Those who
hold to a less “rigid” form of preservation
emphasise that the extant manuscripts agree in
a vast majority of places, and that the variants
do not affect any major pillars of the faith. This
view implies that preservation to the degree
that allows believers to understand and assent
to these so-called “major doctrines” must
somehow be sufficient in the sight of God. For
a professing believer who is navigating the
nuances of life and must consult Scripture on
every point, however, the possibility that a
verse he/she is meditating on may not have
been accurately transmitted undermines the
text’s function to convey relevant truths. That
is, since God chose the text as the sufficient and
essential means to convey His will, His
provision must extend to ensuring that the text
serves this intended function effectively, not
only for articulating the so-called “major
doctrines,” but for articulating all truths,
including those that apply to life’s nuances.

Thirdly, if one denies that the entirety of
God’s Word was preserved in one piece, the
only alternative is to attempt to reconstruct the
text from a multiplicity of choices. This
necessitates the church to rely on scholars to
ascertain the original text. The notion that
intelligence and reason guarantees arrival at
truth is contrary to God’s method of revealing
Himself, identical to the man-honouring
worldview that pervades secular institutions of
higher learning.

“Where is the wise? where is the scribe?
where is the disputer of this world? hath not
God made foolish the wisdom of this world?...
But God hath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the wise; and God hath

chosen the weak things of the world to
confound the things which are mighty” (I
Corinthians 1:20, 27).

“Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise
man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty
man glory in his might, let not the rich man
glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth
glory in this, that he understandeth and
knoweth me, that I am the LORD which
exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and
righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I
delight, saith the LORD” (Jeremiah 9:23-24).

The following are statements of scholars in
support of textual criticism:

“To date there are over 200,000 known
variants, and this figure will no doubt increase
in the future as more manuscripts are
discovered.”5

“By way of conclusion, let it be
emphasized again that there is no single
manuscript and no one group of manuscripts
that the textual critic may follow mechanically.
All known witnesses of the New Testament are
to a greater or lesser extent mixed texts, and
even several of the earliest manuscripts are not
free from egregious errors… one must seek not
only to learn what can be known but also to
become aware of what, because of conflicting
witnesses, cannot be known.”6

“It must be emphasised here that the logical
conclusion of textual critical methods is that of
doubt regarding the Word of God, which must
be deemed as incongruent to God’s will for His
children regarding His Word. God is light (1
John 1:5), Revealer of truth and knowledge,
contra the darkness of ignorance and
uncertainty.”7

On this issue, the stance of BCEA on the
Scriptures is akin to that of the ICCC as
articulated in Jerusalem at the World Congress
in 2000. Some of the major points merit
mention here: (1) The Holy Scriptures on the
originals are fully inspired with its words and
genders and being complete as God’s
revelation to man without error. (2) God not
only inspired the Bible without errors in fact,
doctrine and judgment, but also preserved the
Scriptures in all ages for all eternity. (3) The

Old Testament has been preserved in the
Masoretic text and the New Testament in the
Textus Receptus, and these comprise the
complete Word of God.

It is my prayer that each successive
generation of BCEA graduates will be fully
equipped to defend the sufficiency and
integrity of the Scriptures against all new
movements that undermine BCEA’s founding
position as well as the believer’s absolute
confidence in the Word of God. The kind of
spiritual strength required for this defence is,
again, to be grounded in the Word of God: “I
have written unto you, young men, because ye
are strong, and the word of God abideth in you,
and ye have overcome the wicked one” (1 John
2:14b). I hope and pray that the words of
Pastor Kipkorir Langat (ADipTh, BCEA,
2005) will be echoed by all future graduates:
“…the Bible was the main textbook for all
subject taught in class and also we had time for
Scripture reading before we went to chapel in
the morning where we gained a lot of
knowledge of the Bible.” (An extract from Dr
Mark Kim’s EdD dissertation.)
______________
Earle E Cairns, Christianity Through the Centuries,

3d ed (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1996), 438.
2 William S Hawks, Welcome / Karibuni, Ukaai
(BCEA Sunday Services Brochure, 1965).
3 Judith Collins, “Bibles for Kenya,” Biblical
Missions 44.6 (June-July 1978), 11.
4 Lynn Gray Gordon, ed, Biblical Missions 48.7
(August-September 1982), 13. Reprinted from The
Christian Morning Star of Nairobi, Kenya (January
1982).
5 Norman L Geisler and William E Nix, A General
Introduction to the Bible (Chicago: Moody Press,
1986), 468.
6 Bruce M Metzger and Bart D Ehrman, The Text of
the New Testament: Its Transmission, Corruption,
and Restoration, 4th ed (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2005), 343.
7 For a helpful overview of fundamentalist
bibliology and the pitfalls of textual criticism, I
recommend: Timothy Tow and Jeffrey Khoo,
Theology for Every Christian: A Systematic
Theology in the Reformed and Premillennial
Tradition of J Oliver Buswell (Singapore: Far
Eastern Bible College, 2007), 65-123.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(May 19 – 25, 2008)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Dr S H Tow)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat
(May 24, 08). Time: 4pm. Venue: Berean BPC,
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender
MRT at 3.15pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
Family Bible Study Fellowship this Sat (May
24) at Dn and Mrs Tan Beng Lee’s home, Blk
103 Spottiswoode Park Road, #08-104, 5.30pm.
Tel: 98719796. Message: “Living in Grace and
Newness of Life” by Dn Paul Cheng. Call
Edward at 93887328 for details.

FCM, a BP ministry to university/polytechnic
students, will hold a camp from May 26-31, 2008
at Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “Overcoming
the Snares of the World”. See Samuel Goh for
registration form and details.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Zion Road.
Please meet at the void deck of Block 88 at
2.30pm. For details, please contact Dn Charles
Kan at 98310468.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$7,812; RM24; JY100
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Linda
(FEBC) $50; Thadeaus (FEBC) $50; Sim Swee Ho
$500, $50; Wendy $100; FEBC Dining $100;
FEBC Scholarship $100; FEBC $100, $200, $100,
$100, $350, $400; BCEA (Tanzania) $100;
Myanmar Orphanage $1,000; VBA $4,000
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$15,312.00; RM24; JY100
Church Building Fund $200, $1,000, $2,000, $300,
$300 Total: S$768,062.27; USD500

Sunday School Offering: $390.00

Verse for the Week: The wise in heart shall be
called prudent: and the sweetness of the lips
increaseth learning. Prov 16:21

Vacation Bible Adventure 2008 (June 4-6). Theme:
“Dino Detectives: Digging for God’s Truth”.
Application forms for both Volunteers and Children
are available at the VBA Booth. Contact Benedict at
97887386 or registration@vba2008.com for details.
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking in
Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.”
Speaker: Rev John MacKenzie. Contact Dn Charles
Kan at 98310468 for details.
Combined Youth Conference 2008 will be held
from June 19-21, 2008 at Calvary Pandan BPC.
Theme: “The Lord tarries: My licence to relax?”
Speakers: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo, Rev Dr Quek Suan
Yew & Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Closing Date:
Today. Contact Andrew Kan at 91598914 for
details.
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo is away teaching in BCEA
Kenya, May 10-26, 08.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 81
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 38
Hymn No. 306
Announcements
Special Number Deborah & Judith
Offering & Hymn No. 283
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text I John 2:15-17
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy
Sermon Warning Against

Worldliness (Rev. Koshy)
Closing Hymn No. 409
Benediction Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy

ENCOURAGE YOURSELF
IN THE LORD
Rev Tan Kian Sing

Text: 1 Samuel 30:1-6

“And it came to pass, when David and his
men were come to Ziklag on the third day, that
the Amalekites had invaded the south, and
Ziklag, and smitten Ziklag, and burned it with
fire; And had taken the women captives, that
were therein: they slew not any, either great or
small, but carried them away, and went on their
way. So David and his men came to the city, and,
behold, it was burned with fire; and their wives,
and their sons, and their daughters, were taken
captives. Then David and the people that were
with him lifted up their voice and wept, until they
had no more power to weep. And David's two
wives were taken captives, Ahinoam the
Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of Nabal the
Carmelite. And David was greatly distressed; for
the people spake of stoning him, because the

soul of all the people was grieved,
every man for his sons and for his
daughters: but David encouraged
himself in the LORD his God.”

Distress in Life

Let us learn from David, a man
after God’s own heart, concerning
how he handled great distress in life.

David was greatly distressed partly
because of the loss of his wives, and
partly because of the mutiny, or
rebellion, and murmuring of his men.
The people spoke of stoning him, like
the Israelites did of Moses and Aaron,
as they blamed David for leaving their
wives and children unguarded and
defenseless, and as a result they were
an unresisting prey to their enemies
who took them captives.

Under the heavy pressure of their
grief for the loss of their families, the
men sank deep low in their spirits.
But observe how David responded to
such a melancholic situation. He
encouraged himself in the power and
providence of the Lord his God. He
surely understood the promises of
God and His faithfulness in keeping
them.

His men fretted with their losses,
their souls were bitter, they were
discontented and impatient with the
affliction and misery, they yielded to
their passions of despair and brought
the spirit of one another down.

But David, though he had more
reasons than any of his men to lamentSpecial Number by FEBC Students, Easter Sunrise Service, Mar 23, 2008



over the losses, he bore the burdens better.
He took them all patiently. He relied on
the grace of God. He kept his spirit calm
by encouraging himself in the Lord.

This was David. He had taken the Lord
for his God, and he therefore could take
encouragement from Him in worst times.
He understood that the all-wise and all-
powerful Lord was his God by a
covenantal relationship.

He remembered of God’s grace,
mercy, goodness, and true and fatherly
affection which he had experienced in
former difficult times. He had hoped and
believed that God would appear for him in
some way or another to deliver him.

Faith in God

He exercised his great faith on his God
to face such severe trials. His faith
supplied him with inner resources of
comfort and energy.

Yes, life sometimes gets greatly
despondent. The pressures of job, family
and even the Lord’s people may be
weighing heavily upon you today. But
don’t give up! Look unto Jesus!

David encouraged himself in the Lord.
In times of trouble and adversity do we
consider God’s providence? Do we regard
God’s operations in our lives?

Brethren, it is our duty and interest,
whatever happens, to encourage ourselves
in God, assuring ourselves that He can and
He will bring light out of darkness, peace
out of trouble, and good out of evil,
because all things work together for good
to them that love God, to them who are
the called according to His purpose (Rom
8:28).

Brethren, in times when cares surround
us, we need to be strong in the Lord, and
in the power of His might (Eph 6:10) and
be strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus (2 Tim 2:1).

David practised what he believed, and he
received comfort from the Lord, and thus
he could testify in his psalms for our
encouragement: “In my distress I called
upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he
heard my voice out of his temple, and my
cry came before him, even into his ears” (Ps
18:6). “I had fainted, unless I had believed to
see the goodness of the LORD in the land of
the living. Wait on the LORD: be of good
courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart:
wait, I say, on the LORD” (Ps 27:13-14).
“Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen
your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD”
(Ps 31:24). “O taste and see that the LORD
is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in
him” (Ps 34:8). “Commit thy way unto the
LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring
it to pass” (Ps 37:5). “Why art thou cast
down, O my soul? and why art thou
disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I
shall yet praise him for the help of his
countenance” (Ps 42:5). “Cast thy burden
upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee:
he shall never suffer the righteous to be
moved” (Ps 55:22). “What time I am afraid,
I will trust in thee” (Ps 56:3).

His Precious Promises

Are you in distress due to a load of
cares? If you do, then come to the Great
Physician. He can make you glad. He has the
medicine to cure you. The prescription is
found in His Word. He has given and
preserved for us His precious Word of care
and comfort. The Word of God is the
wonderful antidote to the pressures of cares
of this earthly life. The Lord our God knows
our frame. He knows the lives that we live.

As a result of the Fall, men and women
are not spared from the cares in this life. As
long as we are still in our natural body, sin
and pain in the flesh will prevail. But take
courage, the Lord has not left us without
hope. He has given us comfort and direction
in His precious Word which is filled with

examples and exhortations for us to cope
with our earthly careful lifestyles. Learn
from those who have gone through this
earthly life and have gone into glory in
heaven. Taste of the testimonies of the
inspired Word of God and you will be well
in your soul.

Dearly Beloved, the next time when you
are in distress, do find encouragement in the
Lord in His faithfulness and through His
precious promises. Despite of the many
afflictions in life, we can continue to rejoice
in the Lord our God. Let us be rest assured
that “though He cause grief, yet will He have
compassion according to the multitude of
His mercies. For He doth not afflict
willingly nor grieve the children of men”
(Lam 3:32-33). Do always remember: “His
compassions fail not. They are new every
morning: great is His faithfulness” (Lam
3:22-23).

When we are in distress, may we simply
and confidently place our all in His loving
hands, and let ourselves be encouraged by
His precious promises May the Lord grant us
the faith to rise up above all possible
calamities that can come upon us all. In
times like this, may we yet able to rejoice
like Habakkuk the prophet, “Although the
fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit
be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall
fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there
shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will
rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of
my salvation.”

***************

Bread of Life
John Tow

We come to faith

Not by our might.

We see the Light,

Yet not by sight.

For dead in sin

We have no way

To know what is

The Truth, I say.

’Tis only when

His Word so dear

Is spread abroad;

Its message clear.

That only those,

Above the noise

Will rise to hear

His loving voice.

Revived at last

At His behest.

We live again!

In Him to rest.

How blessed are we

Saved by His grace.

Raised evermore

To seek His face.

Chosen of God,

We live anew.

Our lives for Him

Faithful and true.

Children of His

Praise we the Lord.

Who gave to us

His precious Word.

Lamp to our feet,

Food for the soul.

Help for the weak

Joy for the whole.

Our Bread of Life

And nourishment.

How sweet and pure

God’s Testament.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(May 26 – Jun 1, 2008)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Vacation Bible Adventure 2008 (June 4-6)
Reminder that the General Volunteers’ Meeting
takes place today at 12:45 pm, Room 602. All
volunteers and those interested in serving are to
attend. Lunch is provided at 6th floor lobby at
12:15 pm. Contact Benedict at 97887386.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, May 31, 08, at 3:30pm in Room 02-
14, Calvary Pandan BPC. Program: Workshop on
Quiet Time by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew.
Transport: 3pm outside FEBC Bookroom.
Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Combined Youth Conference 2008 will be held
from June 19-21, 2008 at Calvary Pandan BPC.
Theme: “The Lord tarries: My licence to relax?”
Speakers: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo, Rev Dr Quek
Suan Yew & Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Contact
Andrew Kan at 91598914 for details.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$15,788.00
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $165; Sim Swee
Ho $500, $500, $250, $500, $150; Rev Koshy
$3,000, $100; Rev Tan Kian Sing $3,000; Rev Errol
Stone $3,000; Marilyn Nanta $2,000; Peter
Clements A$400; Wendy $200; FEBC $250; FEBC
Bible College Mvmt $14,000; FEBC Scholarship
$1,000, $500; BCEA Scholarship $1,500; BCEA
(Tanzania) Library $100; Gethsemane Missions &
Bible Witness Ministry $10,000. 2010 Ethiopian
Assignment (Gethsemane) $60,000;
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$118,243.00; A$400; US$100
Church Building Fund $1,000, $540, $200,
US$100
Total: S$769,802.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $296.00

Verse for the Week: Understanding is a wellspring
of life unto him that hath it: but the instruction of
fools is folly. Prov 16:22

Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking in
Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.”
Speaker: Rev John MacKenzie. There will be a
Camp Briefing next Lord’s Day, June 1, 2008 after
the Worship Service. All Campers are to attend.
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo is away teaching in BCEA
Kenya, May 10-26, 2008.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 540
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalms 124-126
Hymn No. 467
Announcements
Special Number Benjamin & Andrew Kan
Offering & Hymn No. 245
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Matthew 6:6-15
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow
Sermon How is Your Prayer Life?

(Dr S H Tow)
Closing Hymn No. 358
Benediction Dr S H Tow

The Jerusalem to Come
(Message delivered by the Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo at

True Life Church on March 2, 08)

There is a Jewish proverb which says, “Ten
measures of beauty descended on the world; nine
went to Jerusalem, and one to the rest of the
world.” Jerusalem is the most beautiful city in the
world, it is true. This is because unlike any other
city, it is God’s chosen City of Peace, for that is
what Jerusalem means, to bless the whole world
with salvation peace that comes from the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Prince of peace, and Him alone.
So important and prominent is Jerusalem that it is
mentioned 811 times in the Bible.

If you look at the world map, you will see that
Jerusalem is at the centre of the world as ordained
by God, “Thus saith the Lord GOD; This is
Jerusalem: I have set it in the midst of the nations
and countries that are round about her” (Ezek
5:5). Jerusalem is thus the heart and health of the
world. If Jerusalem is not well, the world is not
well. When there is no peace in Jerusalem, there is

no peace in the world. The Lord enjoins
us to pray for the peace of Jerusalem,
“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they
shall prosper that love thee” (Ps 122:5).

Although there is no peace in
Jerusalem today, we are sure peace will
come one day as prophesied in the
Judeo-Christian Scriptures, but the
question is when? The biblical answer
is: Not now but soon.

Jerusalem Now

The Jews were a dispersed people
longing for home. In AD 70, they were
driven out of their homeland by the
Romans to make a home for themselves
in foreign lands. But they were never
truly at home in foreign lands, and have
always longed to return to Jerusalem.
L’shana ha’ba-ah b’Yerushalayim.
“Next year in Jerusalem” was how they
greeted one another at Passover. They
hoped they could keep the Passover in
Jerusalem by the next year. That year
finally came in 1948 in fulfilment of
Isaiah 11:11-12, “And it shall come to
pass in that day, that the Lord shall set
his hand again the second time to
recover the remnant of his people,
which shall be left, from Assyria, and
from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from
Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar,
and from Hamath, and from the islands
of the sea. And he shall set up an ensign
for the nations, and shall assemble the
outcasts of Israel, and gather together
the dispersed of Judah from the four
corners of the earth.”

Although they had their land back,
they did not have peace. The Arabs andSingapore pilgrims singing at the Baraka BPC, Bethlehem



Palestinians were against the Jews occupying
Palestine and the modern state of Israel. 1948,
the year of independence was a year of war.
And since 1948, it has been war after war after
war: War of Independence (1948), Sinai
Campaign (1956), Six Day War (19687), Yom
Kippur War (1971), Lebanese War (1982),
Gulf War (1991), Hezbollah War (2006). News
of an imminent war with Syria is now in the
air. It is no wonder that Author Netanel Lorch
called the wars of Israel “One Long War.”
There have been many efforts to make peace in
Jerusalem between Israel and her Arab
neighbours, between the Jews and the
Palestinians, but peace has been elusive.

There is no peace now, but peace will come
eventually. The initial peace that Jerusalem
will experience will be a false peace, a man-
made peace, a peace forged by the Antichrist—
a Hitler-like dictator—only ten times worse.
We read of him in Daniel 9:24-27, “Seventy
weeks are determined upon thy people and
upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression,
and to make an end of sins, and to make
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most
Holy. Know therefore and understand, that
from the going forth of the commandment to
restore and to build Jerusalem unto the
Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and
threescore and two weeks: the street shall be
built again, and the wall, even in troublous
times. And after threescore and two weeks
shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself:
and the people of the prince that shall come
shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and
the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto
the end of the war desolations are determined.
And he shall confirm the covenant with many
for one week: and in the midst of the week he
shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to
cease, and for the overspreading of
abominations he shall make it desolate, even
until the consummation, and that determined
shall be poured upon the desolate.”

The prophetic week is a week of years not
days. One week equals seven years, so 70

weeks equal 490 years. From the command to
rebuild Jerusalem down to the crucifixion of
the Messiah are 7 plus 62 weeks which give
us 483 years. These years are already over
and ended when Christ, the Jewish Messiah,
was crucified and resurrected in AD 30. The
final week or the last 7 years is yet future, and
looking at the signs of the times, we can
expect it to arrive soon. This 70th week of
Daniel will commence when the Antichrist
signs a peace treaty with Israel. But in the
midst of the week or the middle of the 7 years
(i.e. at the 3½ -year point), the Antichrist will
break the peace treaty, set himself up as God
and persecute Israel. This period of
persecution will last for 3½ years, and then at
the end of the 7 years of great tribulation, the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of peace, will
return to fight a war which will end all
wars—Armageddon (Rev 19:11-21). The
Antichrist and his armies will be defeated,
and Christ will save Israel, reign over the
whole earth from Jerusalem for a millennium
(Rev 20:6).

Jerusalem Then

The disciples of Jesus Christ knew of
Israel’s future greatness in light of God’s
promises in the Old Testament. That was why
before Jesus ascended to heaven, they asked
Him, “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore
again the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6). But
the Lord answered them, “It is not for you to
know the times or the seasons, which the
Father hath put in his own power. But ye
shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part
of the earth” (Acts 1:7-8). The good news of
Jesus Christ must first be preached
throughout the world. Judgement is coming,
but God “is longsuffering to us-ward, not
willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance” (2 Pet 3:9). Jesus
said, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations; and then shall the end come”
(Matt 24:14).

Israel for her sin in rejecting her Messiah is
now blinded by God (Rom 11:1-31). But this
blindness is only temporary for after Israel is
chastened by God, she will be restored to
greatness and Jerusalem will become the
capital of the world. Did not the Prophet Isaiah
say, “And it shall come to pass in the last days,
that the mountain of the LORD’S house shall
be established in the top of the mountains, and
shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations
shall flow unto it. And many people shall go
and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God
of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and
we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall
go forth the law, and the word of the LORD
from Jerusalem” (Isa 2:2-3)? “Mountains” and
“hills” symbolise political powers, big and
small. Mount Zion or Jerusalem will one day
be the political centre or headquarters of the
world. The United Nations (UN) is now
headquartered in New York City, but one day
the true United Nations will be headquartered
in Jerusalem under one Head—the Lord Jesus
Christ, and all nations will meet in Jerusalem
to seek His law and judgement, and they will
submit to Him and obey Him without question.
Only then, will there be true peace; no more
weapons, no more wars, but peaceful and
harmonious co-existence, working side by side
cultivating the rich and fertile lands of the
earth that God will give to them: “And he shall
judge among the nations, and shall rebuke
many people: and they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war
any more” (Isa 2:4).

Jerusalem Ever

This earthly Jerusalem under Christ will
only last for a thousand years, and will give
way to the heavenly Jerusalem—the New
Jerusalem—which will last forever. The New
Jerusalem which is eternal is described in
Revelation 21:1-3, 10-27, “And I saw a new
heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven
and the first earth were passed away; and
there was no more sea. And I John saw the

holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. And I heard a great
voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will
dwell with them, and they shall be his people,
and God himself shall be with them, and be
their God. …

“And he carried me away in the spirit to a
great and high mountain, and shewed me that
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out
of heaven from God, Having the glory of God:
and her light was like unto a stone most
precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as
crystal; … and the street of the city was pure
gold, as it were transparent glass. And I saw
no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty
and the Lamb are the temple of it. And the city
had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to
shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it,
and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the
nations of them which are saved shall walk in
the light of it: and the kings of the earth do
bring their glory and honour into it. And the
gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for
there shall be no night there. And they shall
bring the glory and honour of the nations into
it. And there shall in no wise enter into it any
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which
are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”

Let us make sure our names are written in
the Lamb’s Book of Life, that we have booked
our place in the New Jerusalem to come, that
there is a mansion waiting for us there
prepared by our Lord Jesus Christ Himself
(John 14:1-6). As Christians, we do not see
this sin-cursed world to be our home; we look
forward to our heavenly home in the world to
come. Our beloved pastor—Rev Dr Timothy
Tow—has said it well in this hymn he wrote,

We’re a pilgrim band now headed for the
glory land of light.

We are trav’ling thro’ the wilderness
of night.

We’ve a home that’s far away beyond the
heaven and the stars.

In the New Jerusalem!
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TRUE LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Jun 2 – 8, 2008) 

WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship 
WED – FRI Vacation Bible Adventure 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am   Worship (Lord’s Supper) 
  (Rev John MacKenzie) 
  Korean Service (Room 503) 
  Filipina Bible Study 
  Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)  
 

Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this 
Wed (June 4, 08) at 7.45pm. Venue: RELC, 
Level 6, Newton Room (Room 601). Message: 
“A Woman who found the Water of Life” by Rev 
Koshy. Contact Jenny at 62890682 for details.  
Vacation Bible Adventure 2008 will be held this 
week from Wed to Fri (June 4-6). Venue: Boys 
Brigade Campus, 105 Ganges Avenue. Theme: 
“Dino Detectives: Digging for God’s Truth”. 
Contact Benedict at 97887386 for details. 
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat, June 7, 08, at 3.30pm in the home 
of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. 
Message: “Thirsting After God’s Word” by Eld 
William Seah. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for 
details. 
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo will be away speaking at 
Calvary Pandan BPC’s Bible Camp at Awana this 
week, June 2-7, 08. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: $9,107 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200; BCEA 
Tanzania Library $100; VBA $200; Sim Swee Ho 
$100; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC Bookroom $30; 
FEBC Scholarship $100; FEBC $2,000 
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
$12,137 
Church Building Fund $2,000, $1,000, $310, $200, 
$50 Total: S$773,362.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $233.00 
Verse for the Week: The heart of the wise teacheth 
his mouth, and addeth learning to his lips. Prov 
16:23 
 

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2 
Samuel under Elder Joseph, 9.15 am – 10.15 am.  
Church Camp 2008 (June 9–13) at Bintan Agro 
Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. Theme: “Walking in 
Truth and Love to Conquer Evil and Error.” 
Speaker: Rev John MacKenzie. There will be a 
Camp Briefing at 12.15pm after the Worship 
Service today. All Campers please stay for the 
briefing.  
Combined Youth Conference 2008 will be held 
from June 19-21, 2008 at Calvary Pandan BPC. 
Theme: “The Lord tarries: My licence to relax?” 
Speakers: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo, Rev Dr Quek Suan 
Yew & Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Contact Andrew 
Kan at 91598914 for details.  
Tow Shen Pan, 65, was called home to be with the 
Lord on May 26, 2008. Funeral was conducted by 
Dr SH Tow on May 27.  “Safe in the arms of Jesus.”  
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No. 19 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 91 
Hymn No. 347 
Announcements 
Special Number Church Choir 
Offering & Hymn No. 351 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text Josh 24:14-15 
Sermon                           Serving God Fearfully 
  (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
Closing Hymn No. 406  
Benediction  Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

 African Missions 
Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

I thank the Lord for yet another opportunity
(my 9th time) to teach at the Bible College of East 
Africa (BCEA) in Nairobi, Kenya, from May 12-
24, 2008. This time I taught the Westminster 
Confession of Faith using Dr Lynn Gray Gordon’s 
excellent workbook entitled The World’s Greatest 
Truths (FEBC Press, 1999). Dr Gordon was former 
General Secretary of the Independent Board for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions (IBPFM) and Vice 
President of the International Council of Christian 
Churches (ICCC). In his comment on the 
Scriptures, Dr Gordon was faithful to the 
wonderful truth of Biblical Preservation. In his 
book, he wrote, “The Holy Scriptures have been 
miraculously preserved down through the ages.” 
This is true to the reformed doctrine of the Special 
(not General), Providential Preservation or the 
Verbal Plenary Preservation of the Holy Scriptures 
as taught by the Westminster theologians quoting 
Matthew 5:18, “For verily I say unto you, Till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 

no wise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled.” As far as the KJV goes, Dr
Gordon believed that “the King James
version is free from error in thought,
fact, and doctrine.” The students were
also taught Covenant Theology, and the
doctrine of the Holy Trinity, and of
Justification by Faith. There were a total
of 49 students, and most of them did
well by the grace of God.  

May 18, 2008 saw the first
graduation service of BCEA Tanzania.
There were altogether 7 students who
were awarded their Certificate of
Biblical Studies by the principal—Rev
Dr Mark Kim. I preached from
Acts 20:26-35 on being “Faithful
Shepherds.” Over 200 came to witness
this event. Representing the class—
Jackson Masanja—a medical doctor
trained in Russia, but now a pastor, said
in his graduation speech, “We, the
students, who are graduating today, are
so much happy in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who enabled us to go
through this course successfully. We
also pass our many regards to the
Principal, and the staff of this College
plus the donors who have been enabling
this College to run smoothly. May our
heavenly Father bless them all. … We
have gained much throughout the period
of four semesters. All the lecturers did
their level best to teach the proper Bible
doctrines. We dare to say openly before
you all that there is a great difference
between our entry into the College to
this time of our departure. We have
learned a lot.”  

The Lord has indeed provided for all

 

 
 
BCEA’s 37th Graduation Exercises, May 24, 2008, Nairobi, Kenya. Rev Keith Coleman (Director 

of IBPFM) and Rev Dr Mark Kim (Principal of BCEA) are on the extreme right. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the needs of BCEA (Tanzania), the funds
coming mainly from True Life and Calvary
Pandan BPCs in Singapore. US$275,000 have
thus far been spent on the 8-acre campus, with
8 buildings already up, and many fruit trees
and flowers planted by Mrs Mark Kim. A
water pipe is currently being laid to bring in
good, clean water from nearby Mt Meru. Eld
Tan Nee Keng (Berean BPC) and Rev Judah
Pallangyo who recently graduated with their
Master of Divinity degrees from FEBC will be
new members of the administration and faculty
serving with Rev Peter Elibariki and Mr
Joseph Amos a recent BCEA graduate. Miss
Yoon Ho Young, a Korean Bible Baptist
missionary who speaks fluent Swahili, runs the
Chemchemi (Water Springs) Kindergarten on
the College grounds with 40 children, with
many on the waiting list. Pray for Dr and Mrs
Mark Kim as they shuttle frequently between
Kenya and Tanzania to supervise the work.  

 
Back in Nairobi, the 37th BCEA Graduation

Exercises was held on May 24, 2008. A total
of 29 students graduated from BCEA with
their Certificate of Biblical Studies (2),
Diploma in Theology (8) and Advanced
Diploma in Theology (19). FEBC conferred on
9 graduands their Bachelor of Ministry degree
this time. Over a thousand people came to
celebrate the occasion. The Rev Keith
Coleman, Director of IBPFM, gave a
spiritually challenging message on “Men and
Women of Integrity” which should be
published for posterity. God willing, I hope to
visit BCEA again at the end of the year for
another round of BMin classes. 

Testimony of Rev John MacKenzie

I was born 1938 at Barmera, situated on
the shores of Lake Bonney, in the Riverland
area of South Australia. We lived on a
vineyard. My father was an Anglican and
my mother a Methodist, but the only church
with a Sunday School in the town was
Congregational – so that is where I received
my early religious training.  

Completing High School at age 16, I
went to Melbourne to study radio
announcing – which was my life’s ambition
(at that stage!). Here I continued my
association with the Congregational Church,
in youth leadership and Sunday School
work. Attending an Easter Camp in the
following year, I was brought under
conviction, and believed that I should enter
college and train for the Christian ministry.  

I returned to South Australia, and entered
Parkin Congregational Theological College
in Adelaide where I studied for three years.
Looking back now it was a fully fledged
liberal college. Whilst in the college, Dr
Billy Graham visited Australia, and all the
students were involved in his crusades. This
was my introduction to a more active
evangelicalism.  

Completing college, I was appointed to
the Rockhampton Church in Queensland.
From there I had some time at Booval/North
Ipswich and then Southport. As I continued
to read and look into church history, I was
becoming more and more convinced that
much of Congregationalism was liberal and

apostate. It was then that I was called to
Bruthen in Victoria. (Unknown to me at the
time there was a small group of people praying
for God’s man to be appointed to the church—
these were evangelical believers.) 

As I approached this church I asked that the
Lord let us be a faithful church, no matter what
the consequences. It was thus a delight to find
a small group of people who were praying for
God’s will to be done. The first thing I
encountered was a flower and baby show to
raise funds for the church – thankfully the
deacons agreed with me, that it would be the
last such show!  

With this small group of believers we were
able to chart a new course for the church.
Attendances increased, giving multiplied and
we started four other preaching places.  

Then the force of the Congregational Union
of Victoria was brought to bear upon me – you
must only support our mission work, you must
use our Sunday School material, there is no
reason why you cannot have a flower show and
so on. As a result, the Union officials visited
the church informing me that I must do as they
said. So, at a well attended church meeting,
this was put to me, and I resigned, and
subsequently all the SS teachers, church
secretary and some others.  

We left the meeting and started the Bible
Congregational Church. This was my
introduction to Biblical separation. I stayed
with this group for over a year, then returned to
Adelaide, as my mother was dying of cancer.
What to do in Adelaide, as far as worship, was
a problem.  

I met up with a man who had studied at
Highland College in the USA, and a
Singaporean Charles Yeo from a BP
background. The three of us formed the Bible
Presbyterian Church of Adelaide in 1969, and
from that time on we saw growth in many
different ways.  

I should mention that it was in 1967 that I
started “Faith and Freedom” magazine and
have edited it ever since. In 1969 we
commenced Reformation Book Centre in the
CBD of Adelaide.  

I was married in 1970 to Christine Jury,
whose family had separated form the
Methodist Church many years previous. The
other two men faded away when the church
was constituted by Dr Lynn Gray Gordon in
1972. Slowly the work grew, and it was in
1982 that the church was able to purchase an
old Baptist Church at Magill an Adelaide
suburb.  

The years that followed saw much
encouragement until a family came to us in
1995, who had everything going for them
(they had come out of new age activities and
other strange ways), the father was a top
surgeon, the wife a psychologist, a son who
wanted to train for the ministry and a
daughter. Over the following six years (as we
look back now) they worked everyone of the
congregation – starting with my wife and me,
loading us with gifts etc. Slowly as they saw
they had a power base, things began to
change. Whether they were born again or not
is questionable.  

The crunch came in 2002, when they had
the numbers to cause me to resign. Such an
event was traumatic, but the Lord has
overruled for good out of it. There were
threats of legal action, but the Lord has kept
us, also with a new church – Covenant
Presbyterian, a magazine and bookshop under
the title “Faith and Freedom Ministries Inc”.
All we can say is summed up in the words of
the Lord Jesus to His people – “Fear not little
flock it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).  

We thank the Lord that he has cared for
us, when my wife was diagnosed with cancer
in 1988 we had the privilege of having four
weeks in Scotland and England, expecting, as
the specialists indicated, that she would come
home to die – but the Lord has been gracious
in so many different ways, and He has
continued to preserve her. He has been a very
good Father to us both over many years. 
(Pray for Rev John MacKenzie as he ministers
to us next Lord’s Day and at our church
camp, June 9-13, 2008. He and his wife are
due to arrive on June 7, SQ268 at 5.40pm.)  
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Jun 9 – 15, 2008) 

MON – FRI        Bible Camp at Tanjung Pinang 
FRI 8.00 pm  No Prayer Meeting 
SAT 3.30 pm  No YPF Meeting 
SUN 9.15 am  Sunday School 
 10.30 am   Worship (Rev Hien Nguyen) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Filipina Bible Study 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm  Korean Service (Room 503)  
 

Church Camp 2008 (June 9-13) at Bintan 
Agro Beach Resort, Tanjung Pinang. All 
Campers please assemble tomorrow morning 
at FEBC, 9A Gilstead Road at 8am if you are 
taking the coach transfer. Coach will leave at 
8.15am sharp. If you are going directly to the 
Tanah Merah Ferry Terminal, please be there 
by 8.55am sharp. 
In view of Bible Camp, there will be no 
Prayer Meeting and Young People’s 
Fellowship Meeting this week.  
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped 
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio 
CD ($3). You may place your orders with Dn 
Charles Kan, Barnabas Yap or any of the PA 
crew.  
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and 
strength. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$10,858; RM20.20 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Ronny 
Khoo $500; Eld Tan Nee Keng $50; BCEA Kenya 
$1,000; BCEA Tanzania $1,000, $200; BCEA 
Tanzania Library $50; Gethsemane BPC’s 
Ethiopia Mission $5,000; VBA $200, $25; Sim 
Swee Ho $700, $500, $200; Wendy Teng $100, $30; 
FEBC Needy Students $1,000; FEBC Bookroom 
$303; FEBC Scholarship $400, $100; FEBC 
$1,000, $400 
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
S$23,816; RM20.20 
Church Building Fund $1,000, $1,000, $150, $100 
Total: S$775,612.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $172.00 
Verse for the Week: Pleasant words are as an 
honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the 
bones. Prov 16:24 
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2 
Samuel under Rev Stephen Khoo, 9.15am – 
10.15am. All are welcome. Lessons are 
downloadable from www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday 
School.htm. 
Combined Youth Conference 2008 will be held 
from June 19-21, 2008 at Calvary Pandan BPC. 
Theme: “The Lord tarries: My licence to relax?” 
Speakers: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo, Rev Dr Quek Suan 
Yew & Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Contact Andrew 
Kan at 91598914 for details.  

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No. 197 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 68 
Hymn No. 132 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No. 335 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text Exod 32:19-26 
Sermon                           The Lord’s People to be 
   Decided and Firm 
  (Rev John MacKenzie) 
Closing Hymn No. 291  
 (Lord’s Supper) 
Benediction  Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

 His Eye Is upon His Elect 
 (Message preached by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo at 

True Life BPC on April 20, 2008) 
Text 

“Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that 
fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy; To 
deliver their soul from death, and to keep them 
alive in famine” (Ps 33:18-19). 

Trouble Today 
On Monday, April 14, 2008, The Straits Times

headlines read, “Rising food prices could result in 
‘mass starvation’.” Oil prices are on a record high, 
and the price of rice has doubled. Is it possible that 
the world is heading towards a global famine, a 
worldwide recession or even depression? Jesus said 
in Matthew 24:7-8, “For nation shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there 
shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, 
in divers places. All these are the beginning of 
sorrows.” The world today is increasingly plagued 

by natural disasters, famines,
pestilences (diseases), and earthquakes,
and this will lead to poverty and trouble
in life. This world is a bad news world,
and we can only expect things to get
worse, not better.  

The Eye of the Lord 
As Christians, what should be our

response to all these things that are
happening in the world? Are we
worried, frightened, or disheartened?
We should not be. We are not
overwhelmed by all these bad news, but
overcome them with the good news of
Jesus Christ. The Lord promises to
watch over and take care of those who
fear Him, “Behold the eye of the LORD
is upon them that fear him, upon them
that hope in his mercy; to deliver their
soul from death and to keep them alive
in famine” (Ps 33:18-19). What
comforting words!  

The Fear of God 
So, with the eye of the living and

true God upon us, what should we do to
triumph over bad news and bad times?
The psalmist tells us what we ought to
be and how we ought to behave in times
of trouble and famine. The key lesson
here is the fear of the Lord. What is the
fear of the Lord? The fear of the Lord is
this holy terror we must have for the
thrice holy God, that will cause us to
worship Him, and to believe in Jesus
Christ our Lord and Saviour. This kind
of fear was displayed by the prophet
Isaiah when he saw the Lord God
Almighty, “In the year that king Uzziah

 

 
 

FEBC's Annual Retreat at Resort Lautan Biru, Mersing, May 5-7, 2008 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a
throne, high and lifted up, and his train
filled the temple. Above it stood the
seraphims: each one had six wings; with
twain he covered his face, and with twain he
covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.
And one cried unto another, and said, Holy,
holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole
earth is full of his glory. And the posts of the
door moved at the voice of him that cried,
and the house was filled with smoke. Then
said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because
I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in
the midst of a people of unclean lips: for
mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of
hosts” (Isa 6:1-5). 

Such a fear of God is good because it
leads to salvation and service, “Then flew
one of the seraphims unto me, having a live
coal in his hand, which he had taken with
the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it
upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath
touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken
away, and thy sin purged. Also I heard the
voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I
send, and who will go for us? Then said I,
Here am I; send me” (Isa 6:6-7). The fear of
the Lord makes us to be born again, to be a
child and a servant of God. That is why it is
so good to fear the Lord for it gives us
knowledge and wisdom (Prov 1:7, 9:10)—
knowledge of who and what God truly is
and who and what we truly are—and how to
get right with Him, and once we are in
God’s good Book—our names are written in
the Lamb’s Book of Life, then we have
nothing to fear about what man may do to us
because our God is our Protector and
Provider. That is why the Psalmist here in
verse 12 says, “Blessed is the nation whose
God is the LORD; and the people whom he
hath chosen for his own inheritance.” When
the living and true God is our God, and He
has chosen us to belong to Him, then
Romans 8:28 will come true, “And we know
that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the
called according to his purpose.” So the

world may be facing a war, a recession, a
depression, a famine etc, and people may
become worried and scared, but we remain
unmoved and untouched. The fear of the
Lord makes us to have 100% confidence in
God. How do fearers of God behave in times
of trouble and distress? 

Characteristics of God-Fearers 
Fearers of God are characterised by joy.

They rejoice in the power of God who
created heaven and earth (Ps 33:1-3). In
times of trouble and hardships, the Christian
who fears His God does not grumble or
complain or blame Him for anything. As far
as he is concerned, his God can do no
wrong, and his Saviour will always care for
him no matter what. So he rejoices in the
Lord, and praises Him and sing to Him a
new song because he keeps on experiencing
new mercies and blessings from the Lord
day by day, every day (Ps 33:1-3). Such
happiness is not based on wishful thinking,
but on the solid foundation of God’s
promises. 

Fearers of God are characterised by
faith. They trust in the promises of God’s
inspired and preserved, infallible and
inerrant Word (Ps 33:4-11). We have every
reason to trust in the power of God’s Word.
God created the whole universe out of
nothing simply by the power of His Word.
“For he spake, and it was done; he
commanded, and it stood fast” (v9). In other
words, all things are possible with God. Just
one word from Him and things get done.
The God who created this world is still in
control of it. Nothing happens in this world
by chance. He has given many prophecies in
the Holy Scriptures, and all these must come
to pass. Not only was His creative word
powerful, His prophetic word is just as
powerful. One good example is the nation of
Israel. Has not God preserved Israel as He
promised? Romans 11:26 tells us that all
Israel shall be saved. This will happen when
Christ returns. As the Lord says, “Blessed is
the nation whose God is the LORD; and the

people whom he hath chosen for his own
inheritance” (Ps 33:12). The prophecies and
promises of God have been fulfilled and will
be fulfilled. Just wait and see.  

Defeat of God-Deniers 
Evil and wicked men may scheme

against God’s people and seek to thwart
God’s plans, but they will never succeed.
God’s children need not be afraid of them
for “The LORD bringeth the counsel of the
heathen to nought: he maketh the devices of
the people of none effect” (v10). God never
fails and neither can His words fail for they
are forever infallible and inerrant. Verse 11
says, “The counsel of the LORD standeth
forever, the thoughts of his heart to all
generations.” The Lord preserves His
words, doctrines, testimonies, statutes,
commandments, and promises so that every
generation can know them and live by them
(Matt 4:4). Those who reject the doctrine of
the 100% preservation of the Scriptures
reject the doctrine to their own hurt. Why?
Because once a person refuses to believe in
God’s Word 100%, he can only trust in
himself or in others. We who believe in the
100% preservation of the Holy Scriptures
quote the words of God to prove our faith or
doctrine, but those who reject it quote the
words of men or the “scholars” or “textual
critics” so called. They think that might is
right, or majority is right, or human
intelligence or reasoning is right, but God
warns, “… a mighty man is not delivered by
much strength. An horse is a vain thing for
safety: neither shall he deliver any by his
great strength” (Ps 33:16-17). Remember
David and Goliath! One small stone fell the
mighty Goliath; one Bible verse is enough to
overthrow Satan. One word from God’s
mouth will destroy the armies of the
Antichrist. 

Plan G 
When faced with the wicked strategies of

men, how should the righteous respond?
Should we not also scheme to counter evil?
Should we not have a plan? Some people

say, “If we fail to plan, we plan to fail.” So
we ought to have a series of plans—Plan A,
B, C, D …. But when we plan without God,
we may fall into the trap of fighting evil with
evil. The best plan is Plan G. “G” stands for
God: Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the
LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto
thine own understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy
paths.” Why? Because “the eye of the LORD
is upon them that fear him, upon them that
hope in his mercy” (Ps 33:18). 

Does this mean we do nothing? In times
of trouble and distress, what is our duty?
Psalm 33:20-22 say, “Our soul waiteth for
the LORD: he is our help and our shield. For
our heart shall rejoice in him, because we
have trusted in his holy name. Let thy mercy,
O LORD, be upon us, according as we hope
in thee.” Let me say this: Waiting is harder
than working. We are often impatient; we
want God to act immediately or
instantaneously. But God waits, and enjoins
us to wait also. Why? There are three reasons:
(1) God “is longsuffering to us-ward, not
willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance” (2 Pet 3:9), (2)
God often allows evil to reach its height so
that His glory might be manifested when He
finally rescues His people (John 11:4, 40),
and (3) God wants to test or prove our faith in
Him. The Apostle Peter wrote, “Wherein ye
greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if
need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations: That the trial of your faith, being
much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might
be found unto praise and honour and glory at
the appearing of Jesus Christ: Whom having
not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see
him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy
unspeakable and full of glory: Receiving the
end of your faith, even the salvation of your
souls” (1 Pet 1:6-9). 

So let us keep believing in the Lord for
His good eye is upon His chosen ones who
hope and trust in Him.  
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jun 16 – 22, 2008)

THU – SAT Combined Youth Conference
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Dr S H Tow)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Combined Youth Conference 2008 will be held
this week from June 19-21, 2008 (Thu–Sat) at
Calvary Pandan BPC. Theme: “The Lord tarries:
My licence to relax?” Speakers: Rev Dr Jeffrey
Khoo, Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew & Rev Dr
Prabhudas Koshy. Contact Andrew Kan at
91598914 for details.
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio CD
($3). You may place your orders with Dn Charles
Kan, Barnabas Yap or any of the PA crew.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$8,973; RM52; AUD1.20
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $150; Rev
Jeffrey Khoo $150; Rev Peter Clements $100; Rev
Hien $100; Marilyn Nanta $100; Eld Tan Nee
Keng $100; Gethsemane BPC $500; FEBC
Students $100; Dominino (FEBC) $50; Sim Swee
Ho $400, $100; FEBC Dining Club $200; FEBC
$450, $360, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$12,133; RM52; AUD1.20
Church Building Fund $1,000, $690, $100, $60
Total: S$777,462.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $159.00

Verse for the Week: There is a way that seemeth
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of
death. Prov 16:25

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying
2 Samuel under Rev Stephen Khoo, 9.15am –
10.15am. Lessons are downloadable from
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.
Volunteer Appreciation Lunch for those who
served in the Vacation Bible Adventure will be held
today at 12.15pm, RELC Room 602.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 359
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 34
Hymn No. 66
Announcements
Special Number Church Camp Children
Offering & Hymn No. 527
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text 2 Kings 6:8-17
Pastoral Prayer Rev Hien Nguyen
Sermon The Eyes of Faith

(Rev Hien Nguyen)
Closing Hymn No. 284
Benediction Rev Hien Nguyen

Textual Reception or Textual
Criticism?

(Testimonies from students who took the DVBC
course on “The Bible Stands” at

FEBC from April 28 to May 3, 2008)

passage and the many instances
whereby scission of God’s Word was
done, and was left with the question on
which truly is the Word of God, and
how would one know. By the grace of
God, He brought me out of confusion
and vexation when He led me to learn
of the source of the problem which lies
in the types of manuscripts used for
the translation of the different Bible
versions.

Reviewing the course, I am filled
with awe and gratitude to my Almighty
God who not only has inspired His
words in the original autographs but
has also by His singular care and
providence kept them pure in all ages in
the faithfully copied apographs. I am, at
the same time, also filled with great
indignation for Westcott and Hort and
the editors of the Critical Text, who
have taken God’s Word lightly and
without due reverence, and in
employing their humanistic textual
criticism to God’s sacred Word, like
they would for any other literature,
giving rise to the modern versions based
on corrupt Alexandrian manuscripts that
seek to cast doubt on God’s Word,
scissor out God’s Word and attack the
vital doctrines of the Christian Faith.
LCH

Having gone through the course, I
am even more convinced of the VPP
stand, without which a floodgate of
unthinkable errors would just swarm
over us. No one can stop such a deluge
without the perfect Word of God. The
logic of faith based upon the Word of

Dr Jeffrey Khoo teaching the Westminster Standards to the BMin class at BCEA,

Kenya, May 12-17, 2008

I am thankful to
God for being
gracious to me for
I, being a young
believer and without
proper guidance on
the doctrine of
Verbal Plenary
Preservation, was
stumbled by the vast
differences modern
Bible versions share,
and disturbed by the
disharmony between
different versions on
the same Bible
passage



God is the best safeguard against such a
catastrophe. It is a tragic thing that anti-VPP
Christians just choose to ignore what is clearly
taught in the Bible concerning the perfect
preservation of God’s Word (Matt 5:18). They
rather follow human reason to deal with the
issue of preservation and end up with lots of
loopholes for the enemy to attack. What an
embarrassing and pathetic situation! I am very
happy that VPP advocates do not isolate
themselves but are able to accept others who
do not think that the Bible has any errors. It is
also important for us to distance ourselves
from Westcott and Hort and to reject textual
criticism which basically puts man above God
in determining the words of God. WCL

I count it a great blessing to have this
opportunity to spend this week on the in-depth
study of the Bible issue, with a focus on the
examination of the fallacious practice of
textual criticism, against the God-honouring
method of textual reception. Much literature
continues to be written in attack of VPP by
both leaders and lay-persons, articulating their
ire at the apparent ‘trouble’ that VPP has
caused and how seemingly ‘heretical’ it is.
Such continual onslaught can be wearisome,
discouraging and frustrating. It is therefore
with much joy that I sat through the lectures
and reviewed once again the various arguments
and perspectives of the whole textual debate. I
particularly enjoyed the interaction with the
various authors of varying perspectives, like
that of Dan Wallace, Bart Ehrman, Edward
Hills and others. Fundamentalism’s Folly by
Peter Van Kleeck was also a rather refreshing
read, for he brought to light many authors and
theologians of old who in the past also spoke
clearly of the doctrine of Bible preservation,
clearly proving that it is not a new doctrine, but
one held dearly to by fundamentalists in the
past as well. Of much instructional value and
encouragement (and also entertainment!) was
Dr Dell Johnson’s clear and passionate defence
of the KJV and preservation. KLK

When I was exposed to the Bible issue and
debate, I thought it was something minor and
there was nothing to worry about. This is

because from the beginning I took for granted
with a childlike faith that nobody would dare
to criticise the Bible. As time went on I came
to realise that it was no small matter. I came
to realise that those who hold on to a
conservative, fundamentalist understanding of
the Bible would one day deny the perfection
of the Bible. Not only that but I have
witnessed through this course how academic
scholarship and pride may turn one’s simple
faith of believing on the Bible to a
complicated and unattainable approach of
trying to ascertain the words of God by what
is called “textual criticism.” This was well
exemplified by Bart Ehrman who once
professed to be a believer, but ended up being
“agnostic.” This is a warning to me how I
ought to submit to the authority of the Bible
and not the ideas of men. JPK

Ehrman’s testimony is a frightening one.
How one man is able to fall from a
conservative evangelical background into
the dark pits of agnosticism, is morbidly
fascinating. It is almost a classic case of
how someone from even a rather sound,
evangelical background, from Moody Bible
Institute, can fall into the depths of such
despair. One lesson learnt is to preach the true
gospel. Apparently in his case, it does not
seem that he has been saved, and perhaps, this
“born again” experience that he barely
defines, seems to be more of an experience,
then actual conversion within. The human
tendency to use our corrupted logic can only
result in a downward spiral if it is not saved
by faith and the guidance of the Spirit. JT

It is enlightening to read and study the
testimony of Bart D Ehrman as he testifies
with all honesty how a weak foundation in
the biblical doctrines of inspiration and
preservation can lead one to deny the faith. I
thank the Lord for the 8 principles of
identifying the preserved text of Scripture. I
thank the Lord for the video on Dr Dell
Johnson’s defence of the KJV and the
Traditional Text. Also, the quotation of
Francis Turretin’s Systematic Theology was
most enlightening, showing that before

Warfield’s time, conservative Christians held
to the view of the infallibility and inerrancy of
the apographs and not autographs which we
do not have today. The statement by the
Trinitarian Bible Society was also important,
“Therefore these texts [i.e. Hebrew Masoretic
Text and Greek Textus Receptus] are definitive
and the final point of reference in all the
Society’s work.” It is the same approach that I
learned in FEBC Greek classes in reading and
exegesis. LAW

One must have the correct presuppositions
as regards the Bible and in the study of the
Bible or else the outcome can be disastrous.
Having accepted the Biblical doctrine of the
Verbal Plenary Preservation of the Scriptures, I
can now study the Word of God without ever
having to question whether a certain passage is
correct or not or whether it contains mistakes
or not. This doctrine of VPP really gives the
believer the full confidence to study, teach and
preach the Word of God with all authority. DC

Frankly, I was really shocked in this
course by a phrase “Autographs in Apographs”
because I never thought about the autographs
when I was thinking about the inspiration and
preservation of the Bible. Yes, it is very
simple, but wonderful. I was focusing always
on the materials, not words. By the grace of
God, in the Holy Spirit, through the logic of
faith, I have recognised the most important
matter of the Verbal Plenary Preservation of
the Bible is the words, not materials in which
the words have been written. PSK

One precious lesson I learned is that
anything that exalts and pleases God is right,
and anything that takes away the glory of God
must be false. God’s Word is always true and
God’s truth always stands. God makes no
mistakes and we can never blame God. Man
may change but God never changes. The key
to knowing and finding God is faith. I learnt
that the modernist scholars have a very low
view of God and His Word and is wise in their
own conceits. AK

I have gained a more in-depth
understanding of the whole issue surrounding

the preservation of God’s Word. I never knew
that there are so many people out there in
other parts of the world who are fighting for
this fundamental doctrine, who take the same
stand as us. I am also impressed by Burgon,
Hills, Waite and many others who spared no
effort in fighting this battle. The books and
articles they had written on this subject
displayed such strong evidences against anti-
preservationists, and clearly proved that God
had kept His promise in preserving His words
to the very jot and tittle. Yet, the very Bible
we hold in our very hands today, the text in
the original languages underlying the KJV,
and the testimony of the Holy Spirit in our
hearts, are the strongest proof of them all.

The Bible is the strongest proponent of its
own preservation, with no other authority
above it. It is sad to see men like Metzger,
Warfield, Ehrman choose their own
naturalistic and sinful thinking over faith in
God’s promise. But apostasy is indeed what
the Bible has warned of. I also learnt it is very
dangerous to doubt God’s word and practise
textual criticism, for it may ultimately lead
one to atheism and a denial of God. One other
thing I learnt is the importance of being
consistent in one’s arguments. And I thank
God that ours is a faithful and consistent
position, with God as our starting point, by
the logic of faith, leading us to His preserved
words. HXW

This course is a balanced presentation of
both camps wherein each stand was given the
opportunity to defend its position. I thank
God for raising up faithful men to critique the
popular but ungodly works of Westcott and
Hort. I believe without doubt that the KJV is
the most faithful translation using the Textus
Receptus which is in harmony with the words
of the Autographs, supported by the promise
of God in the Bible, tested by time, received
by the early Christians, coming finally to us
by men providentially moved and guided by
God in copying the Scriptures which are
superior in doctrine and theology because
they declare and point only to the glory of the
Almighty God. DDC
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jun 23 – 29, 2008)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
visitation to the home of Mr & Mrs Eio Eng Hua
this Sat (June 28, 08) at 3.30pm. Address: 1
Akyab Road, #03-02, Akyab Apartments. For
those requiring transport, please meet outside
FEBC Bookroom at 3pm. Contact Herbert at
94377715 for details.

Family Bible Study Fellowship this Sat (June
28, 08) at Mr and Mrs Tay Bee Heng’s home, Blk
526 Serangoon North Ave 4, #02-110, 5.30pm.
Tel: 92302728. Message: “Living in the Spirit”
by Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Call Edward at
93887328 for details.

There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon (June
29, 08) at Bukit Panjang. For details, please
contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$7,239; AUD500 (Faith
Presbyterian Church-Perth); AUD100; RM1
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Errol
Stone $50; Rev Hien $100, $100; Rev Peter
Clements $300; Marilyn Nanta $50; Brisbane BPC
$100; Berean BPC $100; Gethsemane BPC $100;
Wendy Teng $100; FEBC $200, $150
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$8,789; AUD600; RM1
Church Building Fund $450, $400, $200, $100,
$100, $50 Total: S$778,762.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $280.00

Verse for the Week: He that laboureth laboureth
for himself; for his mouth craveth it of him. Prov
16:26

Catechism Class for Anniversary Baptism
will commence on July 13, 08. Those seeking
Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith and Transfer of
Membership are to attend the Catechism Class, and
submit their Church Membership Application Form
and salvation testimony.
Our heartfelt condolences to Mrs Jenny Kan and
family whose beloved mother passed away
peacefully on June 16, 08. “Safe in the arms of
Jesus.”
In thanksgiving unto our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, Sis Jenny Kan and family would like to
thank True Lifers for their condolences and words of
comfort during their recent bereavement on the
home-going of Jenny’s beloved mother, Mdm Mok
Chin Fon. Your presence has indeed comforted and
encouraged them.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 85
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Mark 10:13-31
Hymn No. 525
Announcements
Special Number Deborah & Judith
Offering & Hymn No. 466
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Phil 3:7-14, 20-21
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow
Sermon How Much Do You Love

the Lord?
(Dr S H Tow)

Closing Hymn No. 112
Benediction Dr S H Tow

Suffer the Little Children
(Testimonies of Our Children at the True Life

Family Bible Camp, Bintan Agro Beach
Resort, Indonesia, June 9-13, 2008)

“Suffer the little children to come unto me, and
forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of
God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not
receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he
shall not enter therein” (Mark 10:14-15).

I have learned that God is sovereign and no
other gods can replace Him. Jesus Christ is the
only way to heaven. I have learned all the
attributes of God and why He loves us so much.
I enjoyed the puppet show the most. Jonathan
(12)

I thank God for Aunty Jenny for preaching
the lessons to us. I have learned a lot of things
that God has shown us. I have also learned that

He is sovereign, holy, omniscient,
omnipotent, omnipresent, and truth.
Most of all, I like to thank God for the
fellowship and fun that we had
together. I really enjoyed this camp.
God has truly blessed us and kept us
safe in His holy hands. Junji (11)

What I like best from the church
camp was the Q&A session by Dr
Jeffrey Khoo. We asked questions and
learned a lot about the end times.
After the session, I had a stronger
faith in God and knew that I had to
believe in God with my whole heart
so that I would not be left out of
God’s army. I praise the Lord for
teaching me and I hope to walk a
closer walk with Him. May Lynn (11)

The highly anticipated church
camp was not to be underestimated.
We had fun and gained knowledge at
the same time. Our five days of camp
were filled with action and fun.
We had learned hymn stories. The
lessons were no less than listening
to a storyteller—they were really
interesting! I enjoyed the trip to White
Sands Island really much. Although
there was a constant threat of getting
stung by a jellyfish, I think we still
had a whale of a time. The trip back
was thrilling as the boat rocked back
and forth and water splashed me from
all sides. When we reached the shore,
we saw a rainbow and I was really
excited. I liked going to the kelong
the best. It was my first time fishing

TRUE LIFE BPC’S CAMP AT BINTAN AGRO BEACH RESORT,
TANJUNG PINANG, JUNE 9–13, 2008



and I caught two fish! They were both
edible and I was glad I was able to eat
them during dinner. Overall I think our
time was well spent. Timothy (10)

We learned about the attributes of
God, that He is sovereign—overall
in charge, holy—100% pure and
perfect, omniscient—all knowing,
omnipresent—everywhere, omnipotent—
all powerful, and Truth! And then we had
a Q&A with Dr Jeffrey Khoo on
Thursday, which was really fun! My
favourite thing—swimming! Andrew (10)

This year’s church camp was at
Bintan Agro Beach Resort. What I
enjoyed most was the trip to the kelong. I
enjoyed the fishing trip as we caught a
puffer fish. During classes, I learned that
God is sovereign, holy, omniscient,
omnipresent, omnipotent and the truth. I
really thank God for this year’s church
camp! Galvin (10)

I thank God for the opportunity to
attend this church camp. I learned six hymn
stories in the morning. The six lessons
were themed, “Big Questions about
Prayer.” The food was nice too. I thank
God for good weather during the Kelong
and White Sand Island trips. It only rained
on the day that we had indoor games. I also
thank God for safety in the trip to
Indonesia. I had fun. I liked playing
football too. Jerald (9)

“...the fruit of our lips giving thanks to
His Name” (Heb 13:15)

I have learnt many things during the
six lessons in the church camp. We all had
a fun time asking questions during a
special Q&A programme with Dr Jeffrey
Khoo. Everyone enjoyed the trip to White
Sands Island. Some people got stung by the
jellyfish in the sea. I praise the Lord for
protecting me from being stung by the
jellyfish. It was a perfect time in the camp.
Natalia (9)

During the church camp, I have learnt
that God is sovereign, holy, omniscient,
omnipresent, omnipotent, and truth. Even
when there was jellyfish at White Sand
Island, the Lord still protected us and gave
us good weather. I thank the Lord for
protecting me. I enjoyed the Q&A the most
by Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Johanna (9)

I learn about prayers. I like to play at
the beach. I thank Jesus for saving me from
my sins. Thaddeus (8)

I like the church camp because I had
fun with my friends. I learned many things
about prayer in six lessons. We went to
the White Sand Island on Tuesday and on
the third day we played indoor games, and
the fourth day we went to fish. On the last
day, we got our things and we went home.
Andre (7)

***************

Thanksgiving from Our Friends

From Dr & Mrs Wee Tiong Soon
Kemaman Life BPC, Malaysia

To Rev Timothy Tow and Elders, True
Life BPC: We thank you for inviting us to
attend your Camp 08 at Bintan. We are
blessed by your hospitality and enjoy
good fellowship and spiritual feeding.
May the LORD continue to bless you and
your church so that every member will
stand firm in the LORD. It is a privilege
for us to meet your members and may the
tie that binds our two churches remain
strong in the LORD.

From Marilyn Nanta
Kuching, Sarawak

Dear Brethren,

Thank you very much for your grace
and love for supporting me in the Lord’s
work to minister to the Iban people in
Kuching, both spiritual (through prayers)
and financial, specially inviting me for the
camp. May the Lord continue to bless
True Life BP Church always as a true
Mission Church.

Welcome to Kuching.

From Rev & Mrs Peter Clements
and Family

Cootamundra, Australia

“Thank You” to the True Life Camp
Committee and Church members for
kindly enabling us to come to your camp.

We very much appreciate the rest,
refreshment, and rejuvenation in the Lord
that has come from being at camp. Praise
God from whom all blessings flow. May
the Lord continue to guide you through the
perils ahead.

From Faith Presbyterian Church
Perth, Australia

Dear Rev Tow,

We greet you in the blessed name of our
Risen Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Praise be to God for True Life Bible
Presbyterian Church and the Far Eastern
Bible College, which together stand as a
beacon of faith in our unchangeable Lord
and His inerrant unchangeable Word.

We thank God for you all and for your
constant support of the work here at Faith
Presbyterian Church Perth.

We are particularly mindful of the
support and encouragement given to our
Pastor Rev Errol Stone and the Session
over the past nine years. The blessed
fellowship of likeminded brethren and the
goodness of God experienced by God’s
people at Faith PC through the generosity
of True Life Church are both acknowledged
and greatly appreciated.

May we continue to enjoy
close relationship in service and
encouragement as the Lord’s coming draws
near and we seek to bring the Gospel of
Salvation and the Word of Truth to a sin
sick world.

Enclosed please find $500.Aus, a gift
given in love and support of your work for
the Lord.

To God be the Glory, great things He
has done.

Colossians 3:23, 24.

Elder Harold Watkins
08.06.08

“And thou shalt be secure, because
there is hope; yea, thou shalt dig

about thee, and thou shalt take thy
rest in safety” (Job 11:18)
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jun 30 – Jul 6, 2008)

WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Stephen Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this
Wed (July 2, 08) at 7.45pm. Venue: RELC, Level
6, Newton Room (Room 601). Message: “The
Feasts of the LORD” by Rev Stephen Khoo. All
are welcome. Contact Judith at 96729973 for
details.

Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Tay Bee Heng
this Fri (July 4, 08) at 8pm. Address: Blk 526
Serangoon North Ave 4, #02-110. Tel: 92302728.

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, July 5, 08, at 3.30pm in the home of
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Message:
“There is Hope When the LORD Chasteneth” by
Rev Wee Eng Moh. Contact Herbert at 94377715
for details.

Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $6,908
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $165; BCEA
(Tanzania) $100; Brisbane BPC $100; Gethsemane
BPC’s Ethiopia Mission $6,000, $100; Gethsemane
BPC $100; Bible Witness Ministry $100; Marilyn
Nanta $100; Children’s Ministry $1,000; YPF
$1,000; Eileen Chee (FEBC) $50; Sim Swee Ho
$200, $100; Wendy Teng $170; FEBC $100, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings: $16,593
Church Building Fund $1,000, $500, $100, $50
Total: S$780,412.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $298.00

Verse for the Week: An ungodly man diggeth up
evil: and in his lips there is as a burning fire. Prov
16:27

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2
Samuel under Elder Joseph, 9.15 am – 10.15 am.
Catechism Class for Anniversary Baptism
will commence on July 13, 08. Those seeking
Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith and Transfer of
Membership are to attend the Catechism Class, and
submit their Church Membership Application Form
and salvation testimony. Teacher: Dr Jeffrey Khoo.

There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit Panjang.
Please meet at Blk 116 Pending Road at 2.30pm. For
details, please contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 273
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 52
Hymn No. 104
Announcements
Special Number Youth Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 332
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text Heb 11:1-6
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew
Sermon Impossible to Please God

(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
Closing Hymn No. 337
Benediction Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

TO DRAW A SNAKE AND ADD LEGS
The Libel of Michael Sproul against the Truth of

God’s Infallible Preservation of
His Inspired Words

continue unabated. Recently, Dr Michael Sproul,
Senior Pastor of the Tri-City Baptist Church and
Board Chairman of the International Baptist
College in Tempe, Arizona, USA, wrote and
published a book entitled, God’s Word Preserved:

A Defense of Historic Separatist
Definitions and Beliefs. In this book
he undermines the authenticity and
authority of God’s forever infallible and
inerrant words by misrepresenting the
Biblical doctrine of Verbal Plenary
Preservation (VPP) and writes
slanderously against its proponents. He
puts words into their mouths and says
things they do not say. The Chinese
proverb, “To draw a snake and add
legs,” describes well Sproul’s libellous
work.

Presented hereunder are selected
portions of Dr Waite’s book—A
Critical Answer to Michael Sproul’s
God’s Word Preserved: 275 of Sproul’s
Statements Analyzed Carefully for
Errors, Misrepresentations, and Serious
Falsehoods (Collingswood NJ: The
Bible for Today Press, 2008). Sproul
and those of his fundamentalist ilk have
maliciously attacked Dr Waite and the
Dean Burgon Society, and sowed seeds
of confusion to the faithful witness of
the Far Eastern Bible College and

is the “godly Fathers” who are deceived.
They were deceived in this area either
because they never studied it out, or
because they accepted the lies of Bishop
Westcott and Professor Hort without
question.

Singapore “Bible Presbyterian”
Division

Sproul’s Statement #210. (p.314
footnote #79) “In Singapore, a
tremendous division is taking place over
the issue among the Bible Presbyterians.
The senior leader and founder pastor of
the movement was forced out by those
who are younger. D.A. Waite has had
tremendous influence in Singapore among
these ‘young Turks.’ Satan rejoices and
the Spirit is quenched.”

Waite’s Comment #210. Sproul has
reversed this problem. It sounds like I
had “tremendous influence” among the

“young Turks” who were the “younger”
people who “forced out” the “senior
leader” in Singapore. On the contrary, I am
on the same side as the “senior leader” and
the “younger” or “young Turks.” Sproul
just doesn’t know what he is talking about in
this case as in other cases.

Those who take a pro-Bob Jones
University false position in favour of the
Critical Text forced Dr. Timothy Tow out of
his church. He has now begun another
church. Two younger leaders (Dr. Jeffrey
Khoo and Dr. Quek [Suan Yew]) are
following this “senior leader” and did not
“force him out.”

Dr. Timothy Tow and the Far Eastern
Bible College and Seminary are standing
true to the preservation of the Hebrew,
Aramaic, and Greek Words underlying
the King James Bible. The BJU followers
in Singapore deny and oppose this
position.

The attack against
the Biblical doctrine of
the special providential
preservation of God’s
inspired words in the
original languages to the
jot and tittle (Matt 5:18),
and the faithful and
accurate translation of
those words into English
in the Authorised or King
James Version (AV/KJV)
c

Dr D A
Waite has
written a book
answering
Mike Sproul’s
false charges
and claims.
Many of
his libellous
statements are
parroted by
anti-VPPists
in Singapore.



faithful Bible-Presbyterian Churches in
Singapore which take a stand for the present
infallibility and inerrancy of the Holy
Scriptures in the original languages,
identifying them to be precisely the
Reformation Texts (i.e. Hebrew/Aramaic words
of the Traditional Masoretic Text and Greek
words of the Textus Receptus) on which the
Authorised or King James Version (AV/KJV) is
based.

It is sad as well as disturbing to see a
Christian leader like Mike Sproul spout such
lies and display such malice against Christians
who believe, teach and defend the Biblical
doctrine of the present infallibility and
inerrancy of God’s words by the logic of faith.
“For we can do nothing against the truth, but
for the truth” (2 Cor 13:8).

TR under KJB is the Purest

Sproul’s Statement #53. (p.56) “In his
article on DA Waite’s website, Jeffrey Khoo
writes, ‘We believe that all the TR editions are
pure, but there is one that is purest—the one
underlying the KJV.’”

Waite’s Comment #53. Dr. Khoo is the
Academic Dean of the Far Eastern Bible
College and Theological Seminary and a Bible
Presbyterian Pastor in Singapore. I have
known him since 1992. I agree with Dr Khoo’s
opinion. Does he not have a right to believe, as
I do, that the “one that is purest” is “the one
underlying the KJV”?

Words Under KJB Not New TR Text

Sproul’s Statement #54. (p.56) “This is a
‘KJV-only’ author admitting that the KJV
translators made text critical choices to create
a completely new text not in front of them, and
was original to them.”

Waite’s Comment #54. This is absolutely
false. I explain in Comment #37 and #66 about
the Greek text on which the King James Bible
translators relied. It was not “a completely new
text,” but was basically Beza’s 5th edition of
1598. The King James translators used an
existing Greek text. They did not create it or
invent their Greek text. Sproul wants so badly

to slander all of his opponents, and put them
all into the Ruckmanite box, that he viciously
lies about the Words underlying the King
James Bible so as to lead his gullible readers
astray.

KJV Translators Not “Inspired”

Sproul’s Statement #55. (p.57) “If the
KJV translators’ choices created a ‘new
edition’ of the TR that is the ‘right’ one, is
this not ‘double inspiration’? Is this not
Ruckmanism? Khoo believes that God inspired
the translators to create a ‘new edition’ of the
TR by the Word choices in the English.”

Waite’s Comment #55. This is absolutely
false! The KJV translators did not “create a
‘new edition’ of the TR,” they merely
translated basically from Beza’s 5th edition
text of 1598. There is not one ounce of
“double inspiration” in the KJB translation.
That is Ruckmanite talk! The translators
did not believe in this, nor do I, nor does Dr.
Khoo [see Jeffrey Khoo’s “Non-Ruckmanite
Answers to Anti-KJV Questions,”
http://www.deanburgonsociety.org/KJBible/
answers.htm]. Only the Ruckmanites
believe in it and this is why Sproul seeks to
slander people and lie about this matter in
order to make Dr. Khoo and me, and all
the rest of those who oppose him, into
Ruckmanites in order to smear and tar our
good names and reputations. It is one of the
dirtiest tricks imaginable by a presumably
honest Baptist minister of the Gospel!

Dr. Khoo does not believe the King James
Bible translators “created a ‘new edition.’”
And he certainly does not hold the heresy
that Sproul holds that “God inspired the
translators.” The phrase, “given by inspiration
of God” is a translation of the Greek word,
theopneustos. It means literally “God-
breathed” as I have mentioned several times
above. God breathed out words, not writers,
authors, or translators like Sproul’s heresy on
“inspiration” believes. Sproul is a Baptist
Fundamentalist Christian believer, and yet
he is publishing distortions, falsehoods, and
outright lies. This is a disgrace!

“Translators” Not “Perfect”

Sproul’s Statement #76. (pp. 65-66)
“Because the translators are declared perfect,
according to Waite and Khoo, no one can ever
touch the TR of the King James translators’
creation because believers have used it for
many years and the blessing of God is evident
on this translation.”

Waite’s Comment #76. I do not “declare
the translators perfect” and Sproul cannot find
anywhere either in print or on tape where I
have done so. Nor do I think he can find any
evidence that Dr. Khoo believes this either
[see Jeffrey Khoo’s article, “Perfect Bible
Not Perfect Version,” http://www.deanburgon
society.org/KJBible/perfect.htm]. But then,
liars need no documentation, do they? Just
bold and repetitive assertion will do just fine
for their evil and wicked goals. The translators
had a fallen sinful nature like the rest of
humanity. As for “the TR of the King James
translators’ creation,” I have said many times
earlier, these translators did not “create” a TR,
but used basically Beza’s 5th edition, 1598.
Sproul is way off on both his facts and
reasoning.

“Word” of God Not “Words” of God

Sproul’s Statement #77. (p.66) Quoting
Dr. Jeffrey Khoo, the Dean of the Far Eastern
Bible College and Seminary, Sproul wrote,
“Bob Jones University and Calvary Baptist
Theological Seminary, as well as White,
Kutilek, Price, and Hudson do not believe in
inerrancy and believe that the Bible only
‘contains’ the Word of God.’ This claim is not
true. His claim is a sad example of either wilful
ignorance or dishonesty.”

Waite’s Comment #77. On the contrary,
all of the schools and individuals mentioned
above deny that we have the original
Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek Words
preserved to this day inerrantly. They claim
there are errors in those Words today and
that therefore, we do not have an “inerrant”
Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek Bible. Their
Bible only “contains” some of the Words of
God here and there, but they cannot tell

which are the Words and which are not the
Words of God. They believe that only the
“ideas, thoughts, concepts, message, truth,
or teachings” of the original Words are
preserved rather than the “Words”
themselves. Their “Bible” is one with
“scribal errors” scattered throughout the
Old and New Testaments.

I Am Not a “KJV-only” Advocate

Sproul’s Statement #145. (p.202) “One of
the two groups of people is deceived. Either
Fundamentalism’s godly Fathers, Richard
Clearwaters, Bob Jones Sr., A.T. Robertson,
D.L. Moody, Noel Smith, John R. Rice, Ernest
Pickering, W.B. Riley, R.A. Torrey, James
Gray, C.I. Scofield et al., are wrong and
deceived all along with their heirs who hold
their position on preservation, or ‘KJV-only’
advocates D.A. Waite, David Cloud, Dell
Johnson, Jeffrey Khoo, David Sorenson and
their followers are fooled and in error.”

Waite’s Comment #145. First, once again,
I am not a “KJV-only” advocate.

Second, must the Bible-believing
Christians living in the 21st Century be
shackled by the beliefs of the so-called
“Fundamentalism’s godly Fathers” of the 20th

Century if they are in error, no matter
how many names are listed? I believe not. I
believe the Biblical evidence must be the
deciding factor rather than the beliefs of
“Fundamentalism’s godly Fathers.”

Third, what was “their position on
preservation” of the Bible? Was it the
deceptive position of Sproul and those who
follow him that holds merely to the Bible
“preservation” of only the “Word” of God, but
not that of the original Hebrew, Aramaic, and
Greek “Words” of God? And as I have written
many times above, by “Word” of God, Sproul
and his followers mean only the “ideas,
thoughts, concepts, message, truth, or
teachings” of God, but not His original
Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek “Words.” This is
no Bible “preservation” at all. It is rather a
denial of it by clever and ingenious semantics.

It is the “godly Fathers” who are wrong. It
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jul 7 – 13, 2008)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
3.30 pm Adults Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
Catechism Class (Room 810)

10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (July 12, 08) at 3.30pm in the home
of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “The Samaritan woman: Converted and
Witnessed for Christ” by Samuel Kwong. Contact
Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held this Sat
(July 12, 08) at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home,
Blk 835 Woodlands St. 83 #12-113, 3.30pm.
Message: “Origin of Denominations” by Rev Dr
Jeffrey Khoo. Contact William Teo at 91831150
for details.
We extend our deepest condolences to Sis
Felisa De Vera whose father passed away on June
27, 08.
For cheque offerings, please make cheques
payable to “True Life Bible-Presbyterian
Church”, not “True Life B-P Church”.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$9,632; USD51.75; BRL25
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200, $200;
Rev Stephen Khoo $200; Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200;
Marilyn Nanta (Kuching) $100; Mrs Tow $300;
Titus (FEBC) $50; Jose (FEBC) $50; Sim Swee Ho
$300, $200, $200; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC
$1,000, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$13,032; USD51.75; BRL25
Church Building Fund $2,000, $1,000, $1,000,
$1,000, $800, $690, $400, $200, $110 Total:
S$787,612.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $262.00

Verse for the Week: A froward man soweth strife:
and a whisperer separateth chief friends. Prov 16:28

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2
Samuel under Elder Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.

Catechism Class for Anniversary Baptism
will commence next Lord’s Day (July 13, 08) at
9.15am in Room 810. Those seeking Baptism,
Reaffirmation of Faith and Transfer of Membership
are to attend the Catechism Class. Teacher: Dr
Jeffrey Khoo.

Far Eastern Bible College will reopen on Mon
(July 21, 08) at 8.30am with a Day of Prayer and
Registration at Calvary Tengah BPC. FEBC’s Basic
Theology for Everyone courses will resume with
The Westminster Standards by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
on July 28, 08 (Mon) and The Book of Romans by
Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy on July 24, 08 (Thu),
7.30pm – 9.30pm at 9A Gilstead Road.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 86
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalms 119:129-121:8
Hymn No. 353
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 87
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text Genesis 5:21-24
Pastoral Prayer Rev Stephen Khoo
Sermon The Path of Certainty and

Safety (Rev Stephen Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 318
Benediction Rev Stephen Khoo

Serving the Lord Fearfully
(A sermon preached by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo at

True Life Church on June 1, 2008)

Text: Joshua 24:14-15
We have been saved to serve the Lord. But can

we really serve the Lord just like that? Is it so easy
to serve the Lord? Actually it is not easy at all to
serve the Lord even if we want to. See what Joshua
told the people, “And Joshua said unto the people,
“Ye cannot serve the LORD: for he is an holy God;
he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your
transgressions nor your sins” (Josh 24:19). Is it so
easy to be the king’s butler? Is it so easy to be the
Prime Minister’s personal secretary? And we want
to be servants of the Most High God, the King of
kings and Lord of lords? Who do we think we are?
The greatest among the prophets—John the
Baptiser—himself did not think he was at all
worthy to untie even the shoe laces of the Lord
(Mark 1:7).

Yes, the Bible talks a lot about serving the
Lord, but before we can serve the Lord we must

possess certain qualifications. I am not
talking about paper qualifications or
credentials, talents or skills, eloquence
or intelligence. What does the Lord look
for if we want to be His servant? The
answer is in verse 14, “Now therefore
fear the LORD, and serve him in
sincerity and in truth: and put away the
gods which your fathers served on the
other side of the flood, and in Egypt;
and serve ye the LORD.”

So, how can we serve the Lord? If
we want to serve the Lord, we can only
do so if we serve Him:

Fearfully
Joshua told the people, “fear the

LORD.” This is the first and foremost
requirement: Fear the Lord. What does
the word “fear” here mean? Please
know that the word “fear” here does not
just mean “reverence” or “respect,” it is
much more than that. The word “fear”
literally means what it means in the
Scriptures, i.e. “to be afraid,” “to be
frightened,” “to be terrified.” It is holy
terror. Do we have such an attitude
towards God? Do we truly fear Him?
Today we have all kinds of false views
about God—that God is like my buddy
or my puppy. There are all kinds
of warped and distorted views about
God today—the romantic view, the
superstitious view, the Hollywood view,
the Superman view, the Santa Claus
view, etc.

Who and what is our God and how
should we approach Him? What is God?
Do we know? Know that “God is a
Spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable
in His being, wisdom, power, holiness,True Life BPC’s New Church Van



justice, goodness and truth” (Westminster
Shorter Catechism, Q4). I think the best
picture of who God is and where we stand
before Him is found in Isaiah 6:1-5, “In the
year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and
his train filled the temple. Above it stood the
seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain
he covered his face, and with twain he covered
his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one
cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy,
is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of
his glory. And the posts of the door moved at
the voice of him that cried, and the house was
filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is me! for I
am undone; because I am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of
unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King,
the LORD of hosts.”

Do we fear God? If we fear God, we will
truly know Him! How great and almighty He
is, and how powerless and nothing we are!
Once we fear God, we will know how to get
right with Him—“Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.” “Lord, I cannot save myself, please
save me.” That is why the wise man of
Proverbs tells us, “The fear of the LORD is the
beginning of knowledge” (Prov 1:7); “The
fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom”
(Prov 9:10).

If we want to serve God, we can, but
first—be born again, be reconciled to God,
make peace with Him. “Therefore being
justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom 5:1).
And in our Christian living, we must keep on
fearing God. Only then can we serve Him.
Let us not talk about serving the Lord in the
church session, or fellowship groups, or camp
committees, or some big project or activity; let
us just talk about serving God every Lord’s
Day when we come for worship. The Lord’s
Day worship is a service. That is why we call
the Lord’s Day worship, a worship service.
What is our service like to Him every Lord’s
Day? Do we fear Him when we come to Him?
Do we truly fear the Lord—do we come late,
do we come with our newspapers, do we come
to get business contacts, do we come to catch

up on our sleep, do we come for a free meal
after service, do we come because of our
friends, do we come to get some attention, do
we come to be entertained, do we come for
selfish reasons—it is all about I, me and
myself, and nothing about God? That is why
when we do not get the attention or
entertainment we want, we get offended or
upset and leave the church. When we give an
offering to the Lord, do we think we are doing
God a favour? If we fear the Lord, we would
not think or feel like this.

If we want to serve the Lord, you must
serve Him unconditionally. This leads us to our
next point. We serve the Lord fearfully by
serving Him:

In Sincerity
Joshua told the people to serve the Lord “in

sincerity.” In other words, we must give to
Him our 100% loyalty and commitment. God
does not want half-hearted and double-minded
service. What is not sincere is hypocritical.
Jesus rebuked the Pharisees and scribes who
claimed to serve God, but were actually
serving themselves, “Ye hypocrites, well did
Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people
draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and
honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is
far from me” (Matt 15:7-8). Jesus said, “No
man can serve two masters: for either he will
hate the one, and love the other; or else he will
hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye
cannot serve God and mammon” (Matt 6:24).
Those who are lukewarm, Jesus said, “I know
thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I
would thou wert cold or hot. So then because
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I
will spue thee out of my mouth” (Rev 3:15-16).
The only way to be deserving of the Lord is to
do as He says, “Whosoever will come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow me” (Mark 8:34). The Apostle Paul
served the Lord sincerely, for he said, “For do
I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to
please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should
not be the servant of Christ” (Gal 1:10).

God will never share His worship and glory
with any other. That was why Joshua told the
people, “put away the gods which your fathers

served on the other side of the flood, and in
Egypt; and serve ye the LORD” (Josh 24:14).
If we are double-minded or double-hearted
in God’s service, we might become double-
agents—adulterers and traitors, and no better
than Judas Iscariot!

So we must make a choice, either we are
for the Lord or against Him. Joshua said, “And
if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD,
choose you this day whom ye will serve” (Josh
24:15a). Why should “it seem evil” to the
Israelites to serve the Lord? We need to
understand the nature of man—how totally
depraved and corrupted we are, what forgetful
and ungrateful people we are. When we drink
the water, we often forget its source; we bite
the hand that feeds us. Such heinous acts of
ingratitude and treachery are only too common
in human society, especially in these last days
of apostasy and immorality. Now that the
Israelites are dwelling safely in the land,
and are prosperous and comfortable, they are
already beginning to forget the Lord!

How we must cultivate the good and
godly virtue of remembrance. Let us always
remember the goodness of the Lord Jesus
Christ in our lives, how He saved us out of
darkness into His marvelous light. How our
loving God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, has indeed provided for all our needs.
God forbid that we should ever forget Him,
deny Him or betray Him. Unless we have such
a perfect heart of loyalty and integrity, we
cannot serve the Lord.

But sincerity is not enough, for some
people can be sincere but sincerely wrong.
That is why we need to serve the Lord:

In Truth
Joshua told the people to serve the Lord “in

sincerity and in truth.” When we serve the
Lord fearfully, we will want to serve Him
according to His truth. What is truth? In this
postmodern and agnostic age, no one knows
what truth is any longer, and any dogmatic
assertion of the truth is despised, and even
attacked as heresy. Today, when you say white
is white, black is black, that can be truth; when
you say white is black and black is white, that
can also be truth. Anything and everything can

be true or truth. True can be false, false can be
true. So what is truly or really truth? Jesus said
that God’s Word is truth (John 17:17). God
does not play hide and seek with us. He wants
us to know for certain and for sure His truth,
and He has revealed it in His Word—the
Living Word who is Jesus Christ, and His
Written Word which is the Holy Scriptures.

Those of us who believe on Him know the
truth. John 8:31 says, “Then said Jesus to those
Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And
ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.” True Christians know how to
worship and serve God sincerely and truthfully.
Jesus said, “But the hour cometh, and now is,
when the true worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father
seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit:
and they that worship him must worship him in
spirit and in truth” (John 4:23-34).

The Olympic Games are just round the
corner, and those who compete must compete
according to the rules or else they will be
disqualified. In the same way, those who serve
the Lord must serve Him according to His will
and way, not ours, nor the world’s. We cannot
serve the Lord if we do not fear Him and obey
His commandments.

Many today are pressing us to deny God’s
forever infallible and inerrant words, to deny
that the Bible is extraordinarily preserved by
“His singular care and providence” to the jot
and tittle (Ps 12:6-7, Matt 5:18). We cannot
deny the truth of the Verbal Plenary Inspiration
and Verbal Plenary Preservation of the Holy
Scriptures. We do not fear men, but only God.
Once we compromise, we are finished—we
have betrayed the Lord and denied His Word,
yea even the words. Let us be loyal to God and
Him alone, and we know we are on the right
track as long as we base our faith on His words
which is the Truth. “It is written, Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matt
4:4).

Let us serve the Lord fearfully by serving
Him in sincerity and in truth. May the Lord
help us to do His Will and glorify His Name.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jul 14 – 20, 2008)

TUE 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Rev Tan Kian Sing)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Young People’s Fellowship will be having an
Evangelism Session this Sat, July 19, 08.
Exhortation: “Go Ye Therefore and Witness for
Christ” by Bro Samuel Kwong. Meeting
Place/Time: Outside FEBC Bookroom at 3pm.
Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Catechism Class for all who are seeking
baptism, reaffirmation of faith, transfer of
membership. Class will meet in Room 810 from
9.15am – 10.15am, Jul 13–Sep 28, 08. Register
with Dr Jeffrey Khoo by today.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$15,996; USD3; RM0.10
Designated Offerings: BCEA Tanzania $20,000,
$500, $200; Gethsemane BPC $100; Sim Swee Ho
$500, $200, $100; FEBC Bookroom $300; FEBC
Scholarship $500; FEBC $500, $400, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$39,396; USD3; RM0.10
Church Building Fund $1,500, $200, $100 Total:
S$789,412.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $175.00

Verse for the Week: A violent man enticeth his
neighbour, and leadeth him into the way that is not
good. Prov 16:29

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 2
Samuel under Elder Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Far Eastern Bible College will reopen on Mon
(July 21, 08) at 8.30am with a Day of Prayer and
Registration at Calvary Tengah BPC. FEBC’s Basic
Theology for Everyone courses will resume with
The Westminster Standards by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
on July 28, 08 (Mon) and The Book of Romans by
Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy on July 24, 08 (Thu),
7.30pm – 9.30pm at FEBC, 9A Gilstead Road.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 25
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 26
Hymn No. 267
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 354
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Psalms 62:4, 8; 66:4
Sermon The Meaning of ‘Selah’

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 398 (Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

The Eyes of Faith
(A Sermon Preached by Rev Hien Gia Nguyen

at True Life BPC on June 15, 2008)

Text: 2 Kings 6:8-17
What are our reactions when we encounter big

problems, trials or troubles? It is so important for
us to have the eyes of faith in the Lord based
on God’s Word so that we might not be frightened
before our difficulties and trials as well as before
the enemies of our souls, even Satan, sin, self,
worldliness.

In the same situation, we can see the different
reactions of the one who has his eyes of faith in the
Lord while the other does not. Two persons who
suffer from the same cancer and undergo the same
treatment in the same hospital, but the one who has
eyes of faith in the Lord is able to see His higher
hand in the incident, and would trust in Him and
His sovereignty, and commit everything to Him,
knowing that God is able to make all things work
together for good. So, whether he is healed (praise
the Lord!) or is called home to be with the Lord
(which is far better), he has peace, hope, and rest in
the Lord. The other who does not have the eyes of

faith in the Lord only sees his incurable
illness and is so frightened by his
hopeless future!

From the Bible text today, we see
the different reactions of the prophet
Elisha and his servant when they were
surrounded by their enemies. May God
help us have the eyes of faith in Him so
that we might have peace and hope in
all situations.

Ministry of the Prophet Elisha
Elisha left his farming job when he

was called, and he followed the prophet
Elijah and ministered to him (1 Kgs
19:16-21). If you are called to serve the
Lord full time, will you do the same?

To be with his master, Elisha must
have admired and desired to have the
same spirit of his master, so when Elijah
said, “Ask what I shall do for thee,
before I be taken away from thee,” and
Elisha did not ask for anything except
for Elijah’s spirit, saying, “I pray thee,
let a double portion of thy spirit be
upon me” (2 Kgs 2:9). His request was
granted when he saw a chariot of fire,
and horses of fire taking Elijah up into
heaven. We have many things to pray to
the Lord, but do we desire to have our
Master’s Spirit, the same Holy Spirit,
who was with Him, led Him and
empowered Him to do His Father’s will,
to finish His Father’s work, to overcome
Satan and his temptations and to suffer
many things until death? Our Lord says,
“If ye then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts unto your children: how
much more shall your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask
him?” (Luke 11:13).

Face Our Trials and Enemies in the
Name of the Lord and for His Glory:
King Saul and all the people of Israel
failed to see that Goliath did defy the Lord
when he defied them, but David could not
bear that, and faced the giant, saying,
“Thou comest to me with a sword, and
with a spear, and with a shield: but I
come to thee in the name of the LORD of
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel,
whom thou hast defied. This day will the
LORD deliver thee into mine hand…; that
all the earth may know that there is a God
in Israel. And all this assembly shall know
that the LORD saveth not with sword and
spear: for the battle is the LORD’S, and
he will give you into our hands” (1 Sam
17:45-47). The board of elders of Life
BPC deems VPP as “divisive, erroneous
and a heresy” and they want to remove
FEBC from her birthplace! Do you and I
see that they are defying our God and His
Word? Can you and I still relax without
any holy zeal to join the battle for God’s
Name and for His Word and glory? Let us

join this spiritual warfare prayerfully so that
the whole earth may know that there is a
living and true God in True Life BPC and
FEBC and that many may come back to our
Lord and honour His Word.

Conclusion

While still living in this world, we shall
face tribulation, difficulties, troubles,
persecutions or trials as our Lord Jesus says,
“These things I have spoken unto you, that in
me ye might have peace. In the world ye
shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer;
I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).
May the Lord open our spiritual eyes, turn
our eyes unto Him alone and help us sanctify
ourselves, trust in Him and His Word with
our full dependence and submission, cry unto
the Lord for help, and then face our trials and
enemies in our Lord’s Name and for His
glory. Let none of us miss the opportunity to
join the battle for our Lord, His Word and
His Truth, who knows whether you are
brought to True Life “for such a time as
this?” (Esth 4:14).



The prophet Elisha served the LORD in
the northern kingdom of Israel during the
reigns of Jehoram, Jehu, Jehoahaz, and
Joash. His fruitful ministry was to declare
God’s Word to His people, to anoint kings,
to give advice, to train disciples, and to
perform several miracles. His holy life was
recognised by the woman in Shunem, who
said to her husband, “Behold now, I
perceive that this is an holy man of God,
which passeth by us continually” (2 Kgs
4:9). Do others perceive that we are holy
people of God, who are separate from sin,
self and worldliness? King Herod “feared
John, knowing that he was a just man and an
holy” (Mark 6:20). Elisha’s integrity without
self-seeking motives can be seen when he
refused to receive the gifts from Naaman,
commander of the Syrian armies, who was
healed from leprosy. Shall we serve the Lord
only because we love Him and want to
glorify Him?

A Hopeless Cry, “How Shall We Do?”

Through the Scripture text, we learn that
the king of Syria warred against Israel and
took counsel with his servants to ambush
Israel’s king and army. And he was “sore
troubled” when his schemes were detected
by the prophet Elisha and the king of Israel
and his men were saved not once nor twice.
Being informed of Elisha’s place in Dothan,
the king of Syria sent “a great host” of
horses and chariots to come by night and
compassed the city about. When the servant
of Elisha got up early and saw this great
host, he was so frightened and said to Elisha,
“Alas, my master! How shall we do?”

“How shall we do?” is a helpless cry of
those who are terrified to see their strong
enemies, their big problems or trials but do
not see their almighty God! Instead of
expecting and praying God to help them and
deliver them, they only look at their own
resources and think of what they can
do. May the Lord turn our eyes to Him in
all situations and help us trust in Him “that
is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to the power

that worketh in us” (Eph 3:20).

Eyes of Faith

Elisha was still calm and fearless in such a
situation, and said to his servant, “Fear not:
for they that be with us are more than they that
be with them,” and prayed to the Lord, “I pray
thee, open his eyes, that he may see.” This is a
wise prayer if we do not see God in our trials,
“Open my eyes, that I may see Thee and Thy
sovereign power, Thy loving care and Thy
deliverance.” The LORD opened the eyes of
the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the
mountain was “full of horses and chariots of
fire round about Elisha.” No wonder Elisha
did not panic at all! How vital it is for you and
me to have our opened eyes of faith in the Lord
in all situations!

There were also many other men of faith in
the Bible who had eyes of faith in the Lord.
Let us learn from them.

Abraham: “By faith Abraham, when he
was called to go out into a place which he
should after receive for an inheritance,
obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither
he went.” (Heb 11:8). “Who against hope
believed in hope, staggered not at the promise
of God through unbelief; but was strong in
faith, giving glory to God; And being fully
persuaded that, what he (God) had promised,
he was able also to perform.” (Rom 4:18, 20-
21). It is vital for you and me to “walk by faith,
not by sight” (2 Cor 5:7).

Moses: “By faith he forsook Egypt, not
fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured,
as seeing him who is invisible” (Heb 11:27).
When the children of Israel saw the Egyptians
with all their chariots pursuing after them, they
“were sore afraid…and cried out unto the
LORD” (Exod 14:10). However, with the eyes
of faith, Moses was still calm and said to them,
“Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation
of the LORD, which he will shew to you to
day…The LORD shall fight for you, and ye
shall hold your peace” (Exod 14:13-14).

Joshua and Caleb: When the other ten
spies discouraged the people of Israel with
their faithless and “evil report” saying, “We

be not able to go up against the people; for
they are stronger than we…” (Num 13:31),
Joshua and Caleb had the eyes of faith in the
Lord and encouraged the people, “If the LORD
delight in us, then he will bring us into this
land, and give it us; a land which floweth with
milk and honey. Only rebel not ye against the
LORD, neither fear ye the people of the land;
for they are bread for us: their defence is
departed from them, and the LORD is with us:
fear them not” (Num 14:8-9).

David: When Saul and all Israel “heard”
the challenge of the giant Goliath, they “were
dismayed, and greatly afraid” (1 Sam 17:9-11)
and when they “saw” the man, they “fled from
him, and were sore afraid” (v 24). David also
heard the challenge and saw the giant, but he
said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail because
of him (the giant Goliath); thy servant will go
and fight with this Philistine, … The LORD
that delivered me out of the paw of the lion,
and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver
me out of the hand of this Philistine” (1 Sam
17:32, 37).

The people of Israel all faced the same
situation in the above incidents, but the men of
God reacted differently because they had eyes
of faith in the Lord.

Proper Attitudes in the Face of Trials
and Enemies

Be Sanctified: The hearts of Israel
“melted, and became as water” (Josh 7:6) as
they were defeated by a small city, Ai. Joshua
“rent his clothes, and fell to the earth upon his
face before the ark of the Lord” and prayed to
the Lord, but God said to him, “the children of
Israel could not stand before their enemies, but
turned their backs before their enemies,
because they were accursed: neither will I be
with you any more, except ye destroy the
accursed from among you. Up, sanctify the
people, and say, Sanctify yourselves against to
morrow: for thus saith the LORD God of
Israel, There is an accursed thing in the midst
of thee, O Israel: thou canst not stand before
thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed
thing from among you” (vv 12-13). Dear
friends, our God is holy and we must be holy

and separate unto Him alone. Is there any
known sin or anything that does not please
the Lord that we have not confessed and
forsaken? May God search our hearts and
cleanse us from all our sins, unrighteousness
and iniquities so that He will be with us and
help us overcome our trials and the enemies.

Look unto the Lord Jesus: May God turn
our eyes away from ourselves, our trials, and
our strong enemies to look unto our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ alone, who is not only
able to give us His faith but also fulfil our
faith in Him. “Looking unto Jesus the author
and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of God” (Heb 12:2).

Trust in the Lord and His Sovereignty:
God is in control and nothing happening to
His children is by chance or by accident. Let
us wholeheartedly trust in the Lord, for “we
know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the
called according to his purpose” (Rom 8:28)
and “If God be for us, who can be against
us?” (v 31) and “Nay, in all these things we
are more than conquerors through him that
loved us” (v 37).

Cry unto the Lord in Prayer: We are not
fighting against human beings, “flesh and
blood but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual wickedness in
high places” (Eph 6:12). Then, we have to
cry unto the Lord, “When I cry unto thee,
then shall mine enemies turn back: this I
know; for God is for me” (Ps 56:9), and
“Moreover as for me, God forbid that I
should sin against the LORD in ceasing to
pray for you: but I will teach you the good
and the right way” (1 Sam 12:23). Surely, the
leaders pray for the church members, but do
we pray for them? Do you pray for our
beloved pastor, Rev Timothy Tow, and the
leaders of True Life BPC and FEBC? Let us
join the prayer meeting this Friday with one
mind and one heart crying unto the Lord for
help and deliverance.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Jul 21 – 27, 2008) 

MON 8.30 am FEBC Day of Prayer 
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Romans 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
 5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
  Catechism Class (Room 810) 
 10.30 am   Worship (Dr S H Tow) 
    Korean Service (Room 503) 
    Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm  Korean Service (Room 503)  
 2.30 pm  Evangelism 
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a 
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat 
(July 26, 08). Time: 4pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those 
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender 
MRT at 3.15pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for 
details. 
Family Bible Study Fellowship this Sat (July 26, 
08) at Mr and Mrs Lam Pin Juh’s place, Function 
Room above Gym, 57 Hillview Avenue, #06-01 
Hillington Green, 5.30pm. Tel: 91377086. 
Message: “Living in Hope” by Rev Dr Prabhudas 
Koshy. Contact Edward at 93887328 for details. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: $7,959 
Designated Offerings: BCEA Kenya $500; BCEA 
Tanzania $500; Saipan $500; Sichuan Earthquake 
$500; Marilyn Nanta $300 (LF); Sim Swee Ho $200 
(YPF); FEBC $370, $100 
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
$10,929 
Church Building Fund $1,000, $1,000, $200, $100, 
$100 Total: S$791,812.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $372.00 
 

Verse for the Week: The hoary head is a crown of 
glory, if it be found in the way of righteousness. Prov 
16:31 
 

 

Catechism Class for all who are seeking baptism, 
reaffirmation of faith, transfer of membership. Class 
meets in Room 810 from 9.15am – 10.15am, Jul 13–
Sep 28, 08. Teacher: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. 
Far Eastern Bible College reopens with a Day of 
Prayer and Registration on Mon, July 21, 08, at 
8.30am, Shalom Chapel, Calvary Tengah BPC, 345 
Choa Chu Kang Road. Transport leaves FEBC 
at 7.45am sharp. FEBC’s Basic Theology for 
Everyone courses will resume with The 
Westminster Standards by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo on 
July 28, 08 (Mon) and The Book of Romans by Rev 
Dr Prabhudas Koshy on July 24, 08 (Thu), 7.30pm – 
9.30pm at FEBC, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Opening Hymn No. 260 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 107 
Hymn No. 325 
Announcements 
Special Number Deborah & Judith 
Offering & Hymn No. 320 
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Scripture Text Hebrews 6:13-20 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Tan Kian Sing  
Sermon                         An Anchor of the Soul 
                                      (Rev Tan Kian Sing) 
Closing Hymn No. 319 
Benediction  Rev Tan Kian Sing 
GOVERNMENT AS A DIVINE ORDINANCE

J Oliver Buswell 
Romans 13:1-7 

In the New Testament the most outstanding 
passage bearing on political theory is found in the 
thirteenth chapter of the epistle to the Romans. 
Paul here teaches, “Let every soul be subject unto 
the higher powers. For there is no power but of 
God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 
Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth 
the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall 
receive to themselves damnation” (Rom 13:1-2). 

We must remember here the principle that we 
do not have the teaching of the Scripture on any 
subject unless we have examined all the relevant 
passages. Not all the qualifications of a complex 
subject are to be found in any one passage. The 
principle that one must obey the existing 
government, and that it is God’s will that 
government shall exist, and that a lawless person is 
resisting what God has ordained, is perfectly 
obvious ceteris paribus. What Paul is talking about 

is the kind of government which fulfills
the functions described in the context of
the immediately following verses. He is
not speaking of de facto government
which is lawless in itself, breaking the
laws of God and trampling upon the
rights of man. 

Lawless Rulers 
With reference to government which

commands men to act contrary to the
revealed will of God, we have other
Scripture. When the disciples were
commanded not to proclaim nor to teach
in the name of Jesus, “But Peter and
John answered and said unto them,
Whether it be right in the sight of God
to hearken unto you more than unto
God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak
the things which we have seen and
heard” (Acts 4:19-20). Later, under
similar circumstances the disciples
replied, “We ought to obey God rather
than men” (Acts 5:29). 

Rightful Rulers 
Continuing with the proper functions

of government under God, Paul teaches,
“For rulers are not a terror to good
works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not
be afraid of the power? do that which is
good, and thou shalt have praise of the
same: For he is the minister of God to
thee for good. But if thou do that which
is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the
sword in vain: for he is the minister of
God, a revenger to execute wrath upon
him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must
needs be subject, not only for wrath, but
also for conscience sake. For for this
cause pay ye tribute also: for they are

 

 
 

There are cases, however, in which one
is a steward of property for his own
dependents and for others, cases in which it
would be wrong to allow great loss without a
protest. In such cases one must (1) confer with
the wrongdoer privately, then, if unsuccessful
(2) take one or two other Christians into
conference. Indeed, with the intricacies of
modern economic and social life, there are
some disputes which require the expert
authority of the secular courts, or at least of
secular counsel, and there are some matters
which Christians may well agree to submit
to the secular authorities for final decision.
Such action can be taken under this second step
by mutual agreement, without the offence of
brother bringing suit against brother. 

If the second step cannot succeed (3) the
third step should be open for cases in which it
may be necessary—then bring the matter
before the church courts. (4) There are some
cases in which stewardship of life or of
property for our dependents and for others
is of such importance that if the dispute

cannot be settled among Christians, there must
be resort to secular law as in Paul’s appeal to
Caesar.  

Integrity of Character 
In concluding this discussion of the biblical

doctrine of the state I should like to emphasize
that without godly integrity of character all human
political institutions will crumble. “Except the
Lord build the house they labor in vain that build
it; except the Lord keep the city the watchman
waketh but in vain” (Ps 127:1). 

All the secular values of our culture are
dependent upon integrity of character. The ninth
commandment, “Thou shalt not bear false witness
against thy neighbour” (Exod 20:16) must not
only be given lip service but must be genuinely in
the hearts of the majority of the people if any
government is to succeed. This commandment not
only forbids particular acts of falsification, but it
is the ethical foundation of all mutual confidence,
without which no government can be stable and
enduring. 
(Adapted from A Systematic Theology of the
Christian Religion by J O Buswell, pp402-413.)  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s ministers, attending continually upon
this very thing. Render therefore to all their
dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to
whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to
whom honour” (Rom 13:3-7). 

Many Bible students have noted that only
two functions of government are here brought
out: “praise” for those who do good, and
“punishment” for those who do evil. The
exercise of these functions is here said to be
the reason for the payment of taxes and tribute. 

Roman Authorities 
Paul’s attitude toward the Roman

government is indicated in his appealing to
his Roman citizenship for protection on
several occasions (Acts 16:37-40; 22:25-29)
and his appealing finally to Caesar (Acts
25:10-12; 26:32). Paul thus shows by his
example his appreciation of the functions of
government, under God, in maintaining law
and order and promoting justice. 

In the pastoral epistles the Pauline attitude
is further reflected, “I exhort therefore, that,
first of all, supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made
for all men; For kings, and for all that are in
authority; that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For
this is good and acceptable in the sight of God
our Saviour; Who will have all men to be
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the
truth” (1 Tim 2:1-4).  

To Titus, as he preaches the Gospel, Paul
writes similarly, “Put them in mind to be
subject to principalities and powers, to obey
magistrates, to be ready to every good work”
(Tit 3:1). 

Turning the Other Cheek 
The words of Christ with reference to

personal insults and the like (Matt 5:38-45) are
thought to teach complete non-resistance, and
hence to have political implications in the
sense that these words are thought to forbid
military service. I should suggest that this is a
misunderstanding. If the apostle Paul was not
flatly contradicting the teaching of Christ when
he said that it is the God-given function of
government to bear the sword against wicked

aggression, and to bear the sword “not in
vain,” then we must not construe the words of
Christ in the Sermon on the Mount as
teaching something beyond what they actually
say, nor in such a manner as unnecessarily to
create a contradiction. A slap in the face,
unfair legal action to the extent of a coat or a
cloak, unreasonable demand of assistance
from a government authority, unreasonable
neighbourly borrowing, all these are matters
in which a Christian should be extremely
generous. I believe we can get the most value
from the Sermon on the Mount if we take it
literally in its most simple and obvious
meaning. It is not worthwhile for a Christian
to resist or resent a slap in the face or any
such personal insult or inconvenience. 

There is nothing here to contradict the
righteous function of government in
bearing the sword effectively against
wicked aggression. There is nothing in the
words of Jesus to warrant an able bodied
man in standing by and not offering
resistance when the weak and helpless are
being injured. 

The Christian and the Civil Courts 
There are those who argue on the basis of

1 Corinthians 6:1-11 that it is wrong for a
Christian to take advantage of the protection
of the civil courts in matters relating to legal
property rights. Let us examine the Scriptures
carefully on this point. Paul begins the
discussion, “Dare any of you, having a matter
against another, go to law before the unjust
[unbelievers], and not before the saints?” (1
Cor 6:1). It is apparent by the words I have
emphasized that Paul is not absolutely
prohibiting judgment in secular courts, even
before unbelievers, but he is arguing that the
Christians ought to endeavour to settle their
cases under the judgment of Christians, before
they resort to the civil courts. 

The Courts of the Church 
Paul elaborates the principle of judgment

within the church, “Do ye not know that the
saints shall judge the world? (cf. Matt 19:28;
Luke 22:28-30) and if the world shall be
judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the

smallest matters? Know ye not that we shall
judge angels? how much more things that
pertain to this life? If then ye have judgments
of things pertaining to this life, set them to
judge who are least esteemed in the church. I
speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a
wise man among you? no, not one that shall be
able to judge between his brethren? But
brother goeth to law with brother, and that
before the unbelievers” (1 Cor 6:2-6). 

These words clearly indicate the propriety
of organizing church judicatories to take care
of disputes between Christians which cannot
be resolved by ordinary informal personal
conferences. This is exactly the subject
presented by Christ as recorded in Matthew
18:15-17. Here the Lord says, “If thy brother
shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his
fault between thee and him alone: if he shall
hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if
he will not hear thee, then take with thee one
or two more, that in the mouth of two or three
witnesses every word may be established [Deut
19:15]. And if he shall neglect to hear them,
tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear
the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen
man and a publican.”  

Four Steps in Correcting Wrongs 
Paul doubtless had in mind the steps thus

outlined by Christ himself in resolving
difficulties. After (1) private conference and
(2) informal efforts between friends, (3) the
judicatories of the church ought to be able to
mediate. But there is such a thing as (4) a
professing Christian stubbornly refusing to be
reasoned with and continuing in a course of
conduct which harms his fellow Christians.
The words of Christ, “Let him be as a heathen
man and a publican,” do not mean that he is to
be treated with malice, but rather that he is to
be excommunicated. He cannot be regarded as
a communicant member of the church if he
refuses to hear the judicatories of the church.
He must then be treated on a secular basis.  

The Fourth Step 
At this point the words of Christ when He

was wrongfully struck in the face (John 18:23),
calmly appealing for justice, and the practice

of Paul in appealing to the Roman courts for
protection, should be carefully remembered.
Neither Christ nor Paul forbids appeal to
secular authorities if ecclesiastical authorities
fail to bring about justice. Another
consideration should be remembered at this
point: In New Testament times the civil
authorities were dominated by Rome, and the
processes of law in the Roman courts were
sometimes deeply involved with idolatrous
practices and heathen sacrifices and
divinations. The courts of civilized countries
today are not thus dominated by idolatry. Bad
as the civil courts were, Paul nevertheless
appealed to civil justice as against corrupt
ecclesiastical authorities. His appeal to Caesar
was in the realm of the fourth step in the
processes of justice. 

Before the First Step 
In the discussion of differences between

brethren, Paul continues, not by contradicting
what he has said about ecclesiastical courts
and the settlement of problems which cannot
be settled by private informal conference.
What Paul has said on that score stands, and
the following verses do not contradict it. Paul
proceeds to develop the thought of the
Christian being willing, before taking any
steps for correction, to take wrong
uncomplainingly. This teaching is precisely in
line with the words of Jesus in regard to the
turning of the other cheek. Paul says, “It is
already, on the whole, a loss to you that you
have cases of judgment with one another.
Why not rather suffer wrong? Why do you
not rather be deprived [of something]? On the
contrary you are wronging and defrauding,
and at that, even your brethren!” 

Five Stages in All 
Putting together the words of Paul in 1

Corinthians 6 and the words of Christ in
Matthew 18, the following five stages in
Christians dealing one with another ought to
be observed. The first stage involves taking
no steps at all. A Christian should be willing
to turn the other cheek and take a slap in the
face, an inconvenience, even a definite loss of
property, rather than to cause disturbance. 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Jul 28 – Aug 3, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Westminster Standards
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm The Book of Romans
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Dr and Mrs Chan Kay Heem
this Fri (Aug 1, 08) at 8pm. Address: 31 Jalan
Kemboja, Sennett Estate, Singapore 349430. Tel:
62822341.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat (Aug 2, 08) at 3.30pm in the home
of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Program: Bible Study on Ruth by Rev Dr Quek
Suan Yew. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 128 Pending Road at
2.30pm. For details, please contact Dn Charles
Kan at 98310468.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $8,400
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $265, $200, $200,
$200; Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200; Kuching Mission
$100; Gethsemane Care Ministry $100; Bible
Witness Media Ministry $300; Eileen Chee (FEBC)
$50; Sim Swee Ho $200 (FBF), $100; Wendy Teng
$200; FEBC $5,000, $1,000, $500, $200, $200,
$100, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$17,615
Church Building Fund $1,000, $1,000, $500, $100
Total: S$794,412.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $309.00

Verse for the Week: He that is slow to anger is
better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit
than he that taketh a city. Prov 16:32

Catechism Class for all who are seeking baptism,
reaffirmation of faith, transfer of membership. Class
meets in Room 810 from 9.15am – 10.15am, Jul 13–
Sep 28, 08. Teacher: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
2008 Church Camp messages are available for
sale in DVD ($5) and MP3 Audio CD ($3). Please
place your orders at the Notice Board outside the
Auditorium. For enquiries, please contact Dn
Charles Kan at 98310468.
We extend our deepest condolences to Mr Sim
Swee Ho and family on the homegoing of his
beloved mother on 24 July 2008. Vigil service will
be held at the void deck of Blk 236 Choa Chu Kang
Central at 8pm tonight and funeral will be held
tomorrow.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Eld J T Joseph
Opening Hymn No. 31
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 17
Hymn No. 359
Announcements
Special Number Children’s Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 408
Offertory Prayer Eld J T Joseph
Scripture Text 1 Peter 1:3-8, 14-16
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow
Sermon Take Time to Be Holy

(Dr S H Tow)
Closing Hymn No. 409
Benediction Dr S H Tow

FAR EASTERN BIBLE COLLEGE

which is located next to our nation’s defence
airbase which makes us feel very safe.

A total of six vans from Berean, Calvary
Pandan, Gethsemane, True Life, and Truth B-P
Church, plus FEBC’s very own, were profitably
used to fetch the students to Calvary Tengah. The
green and quiet surroundings of Shalom Chapel
were most conducive for a time of worship as both
faculty and students besought the Lord to protect
and preserve FEBC in a most trying time of its
history. We thank the Session of Calvary Tengah
for their kind hospitality, not only to open the
church premises for our use, but also to provide a

most sumptuous lunch for the 80 or so
people who attended the service.

Praise the Lord for a blessed and
peaceful first day and week without
incident. The Principal—Rev Dr
Timothy Tow—in his welcoming word
to the students read from 2 Timothy
2:15-18, “Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth. But shun
profane and vain babblings: for they
will increase unto more ungodliness.
And their word will eat as doth a
canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and
Philetus; Who concerning the truth
have erred, saying that the resurrection
is past already; and overthrow the faith
of some.” He told the students, “You
have come to FEBC to study the truth;
not to have your faith overthrown but
strengthened.” We thank the Lord that
our beloved founder and principal at 88
years of age, though physically frail, is
still very much alive and alert to share
with us his faith and wisdom. The Lord
has kept His faithful servant for such a
time as this.

The FEBC faculty is united in
doctrine and spirit to fulfil this holy
purpose of training God’s students with
His inspired and preserved words to the
jot and tittle, 100% perfect without any
mistake to the glory of His Name. Dr
Boaz Boon, Secretary of the FEBC
Board, and Elder of Calvary Tengah,
spoke from Romans 8:31-39 on being
“more than conquerors” in Christ Jesus
our Lord. Mrs Ivy Tow, the CollegeFEBC’s Opening Day of Prayer at Calvary Tengah BPC, July 21, 2008

The Far Eastern Bible
College opened its new
semester on July 21, 2008
with a day of prayer and
registration at the Shalom
Chapel, Calvary Tengah
Bible-Presbyterian Church
which is located next to our



Matron, shared how she was worried for
FEBC, but the Lord encouraged her through
Deuteronomy 3:22, “Ye shall not fear them:
for the LORD your God he shall fight for
you.”

This semester we welcome the following
12 new students: Bong Sak Tet (Indonesia),
Paul Ferguson (UK), Alongkorn Harichaikul
(Thailand), Tann Heng (Cambodia), Ho
Xiao Wei (Singapore), Tammy Ho
(Singapore), Kim Ki Moo (Korea), Kim Ki
Yeon (Korea), Kim Mi Gyeong (Korea),
Karen Lee (Singapore), Josias Llego
(Philippines), and Sun Srei Leakena
(Cambodia). Praise the Lord for the three
Singaporean girls from Truth BPC (Pastor
Dennis Kwok) who have answered God’s
call to full-time service. Pray for two new
African students who are still waiting for
their student passes to be approved.

We especially welcome brother Paul
Ferguson to the FEBC family. Mr Ferguson
was a practising lawyer in London before
the Lord called him to full-time ministry. He
shared how he was moved to serve the Lord
through our principal’s personal testimony
and biography of the famed Chinese
revivalist—Dr John Sung. Brother Ferguson
has just completed his studies at
Foundations Bible College in the States, and
will work towards his doctor of theology
degree at FEBC. As part of his doctoral
requirements, he is assigned to teach Church
History this semester. He readily took the
Dean Burgon Oath before the faculty and
student body, and signed FEBC’s Statement
of Faith, a testimony of his kinship with
FEBC, and his allegiance to God’s inspired
words preserved in the Hebrew Masoretic
Text and Greek Textus Receptus on which
the Authorised Version is based.

FEBC is introducing a distance learning
or online course this semester. The Lord has
moved the heart of brother Murray Ong
(MSc in Computer and Information
Sciences, NUS) to serve at FEBC as IT
Manager and Tutor in IT. Murray teaches a

new course on “Information Technology in
Ministry.” The first course to be offered
through the distance learning mode is “The
Apocalypse: A Study of the Book of
Revelation” by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew.
FEBC’s distance learning courses will
follow the schedule of the regular semesters
of weekly lectures and assignments
culminating with an exam at the end of the
semester. The online distance learning
programme is still at the preliminary, testing
stage, and thus not yet open to all. In time,
FEBC hopes to offer a wide array of
distance learning courses that will allow the
laity to work towards their Certificate of
Religious Knowledge/Biblical Studies
(CertRK/BS) or Diploma in Theology
(DipTh) in fulfilment of the teaching aspect
of the Great Commission. This is another
step of faith on the part of FEBC to advance
the Bible College movement worldwide to
the glory of God.

Letter from Dr Robert Kluttz,
Hokkaido, Japan

27 June 2008

Beloved Brethren,

We know your hands and hearts are
full with the confusion resulting from the
concision in Singapore. Praying for you
mightily, and are sure that the LORD is
going to vindicate His Great Name, His
Testimony, and His Truth because of your
valiant stand.

Enclosing a bit more of the Lord’s
money for your needs there, and continue to
hold you dear to our hearts, for the infallible
and inerrant Word of our Great God and for
the Testimony of His Precious Son.

Psalm 26
A Psalm of David.

Judge me, O LORD; for I have walked in
mine integrity: I have trusted also in the
LORD; therefore I shall not slide. Examine
me, O LORD, and prove me; try my reins
and my heart. For thy lovingkindness is

before mine eyes: and I have walked in thy
truth. I have not sat with vain persons,
neither will I go in with dissemblers. I have
hated the congregation of evil doers; and
will not sit with the wicked. I will wash
mine hands in innocency: so will I compass
thine altar, O LORD: That I may publish
with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all
thy wondrous works. LORD, I have loved
the habitation of thy house, and the place
where thine honour dwelleth. Gather not my
soul with sinners, nor my life with bloody
men: In whose hands is mischief, and their
right hand is full of bribes. But as for me, I
will walk in mine integrity: redeem me, and
be merciful unto me. My foot standeth in an
even place: in the congregations will I bless
the LORD.

A brother in Christ,
B Kluttz

Letter from Rev Hien Nguyen,
Brisbane, Australia

21 July 2008

Dear beloved principal Rev Dr Timothy
Tow, our beloved Matron Mrs Ivy Tow, our
beloved academic dean Dr Jeffrey Khoo,
and the FEBC Board of Directors, and all
the lecturers and students,

We greet you in the holy name of our
living Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

We are much thankful to the Lord for
establishing, preserving and blessing FEBC
over the years despite all the difficulties,
opposition, and trials she has encountered.

We really thank God for strengthening
you, sustaining you, guiding you and
helping you trust in Him step by step at a
time and boldly carry on your ministry and
FEBC’s new semester today regardless of
the threats and oppression from those who
are against God’s Truth.

We do humbly and fervently pray for
you all and trust in our living and true God
and His sovereignty, faithfulness, love,
grace, mercy, truth and justice. You are

honouring the Lord and His Word, and surely
He will honour you, preserve you, and grant
you His timely deliverance and victory.

May the Lord our God be with you and
for you, strengthen you, go before you, guide
you, mightily bless you with another
successful and fruitful semester and see
you through all your troubles and difficulties
triumphantly.

Faithfully yours in Christ,

Hien Nguyen
On behalf of Brisbane BPC

Letter from Rev Errol Stone,
Perth, Australia

21 July 2008

Dear Rev Dr Timothy, Rev Dr Jeffrey
Khoo, (Board Members), Lecturers,
Administration Staff and Students of FEBC
and families,

Greetings in the blessed name of our risen
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Praise God for
the FEBC “Day of Prayer” yesterday and
commencement of a new term/new era today.

When a faithful Bible College stands for
God having a high view of His Word,
the adversary will attack. Prayerfulness,
faithfulness and courage are thereby required,
remembering that this is a spiritual battle, (not
flesh and blood), and to put on the armour of
God (Eph 6:10-18).

A good minister will warn and teach
about false doctrine (1 Tim 4:1-6), and
earnestly contend for the faith, which was
once delivered unto the saints (Jude 3). God
will preserve FEBC, while it remains faithful.
When Moses commissioned Joshua, he said
to Joshua and the people, “Be strong and of a
good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them:
for the LORD thy God, he it is that doth go
with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake
thee,” (Deut 31:6).

In His Service,

Rev. Errol D. Stone.
Pastor: Faith Presbyterian Church-Perth
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Aug 4 – 10, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Westminster Standards
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Romans

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 10.00 am Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held at the
home of Aik Kean and Su Yuan this Wed (Aug 6,
08) at 7.45pm. Address: Blk 311 Jurong East St
32, #10-325. Tel: 97369215. Message: “Trusting
God–The Antidote for Ungodly Fear” by Dn Lek
Aik Wee. Contact Judith at 96729973 for details.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having an
Outing to the Botanic Gardens this Sat (Aug 9,
08). Meeting Place/Time: Botanic Gardens
Foodcourt at 10am. For those requiring transport,
please meet outside FEBC Bookroom at 9.30am.
Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$11,571; RM20; RMB8.1
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Jeffrey
Khoo $200, $100; Rev Hien $100; Brisbane BPC
$100; BCEA Tanzania $100; Ethiopia Bible
College $2,000; Samuel Kwong (FEBC) $50;
Tammy Ho (FEBC) $50; Sim Swee Ho $500,
$200, $100, $100, $100; Wendy Teng $100; FEBC
Dining Club $1,000; FEBC Legal Fees $5,000;
FEBC Scholarship $1,000; FEBC $2,000, $400,
$300, $200, $100, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$25,671; RM20; RMB8.1
Church Building Fund $2,300; $1,000, $500,
$500, $400, $250, $200, $100 Total:
S$799,662.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $348.00

Verse for the Week: The lot is cast into the lap;
but the whole disposing thereof is of the LORD.
Prov 16:33

Catechism Class for all who are seeking baptism,
reaffirmation of faith, transfer of membership.
Class meets in Room 810 from 9.15am – 10.15am,
Jul 13–Sep 28, 08. Teacher: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
2008 Church Camp messages are available for
sale in DVD ($5) and MP3 Audio CD ($3). Please
place your orders at the Notice Board outside the
Auditorium. For enquiries, please contact Dn
Charles Kan at 98310468.
Mr Sim Swee Ho and family would like to thank
True Lifers for their condolences and words of
comfort during their recent bereavement.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 263

Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Prov 14
Hymn Singapura (standing)
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 220
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text Romans 5:1-5
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew
Sermon Rejoice in Hope

(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
Closing Hymn No. 353
Benediction Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

Boundaries of Fellowship
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

The boundaries or limits of
fellowship must be defined by our Lord
Jesus Christ and His forever infallible
and inerrant Word which is the sole and
supreme authority for our faith and
practice. Fellowship speaks of an
intimate sharing of our lives with those
whom we love and trust due to a
common faith and bond. The Bible is
quite clear as regards the people and
things we need to associate with and
those we need to dissociate from.

Positive Boundary of Light
True, biblical fellowship must be

conducted within the circle of believers
who walk in the light. The Apostle

True Life
BPC’s
New

Church
Van



John said, “But if we walk in the light, as he is
in the light, we have fellowship one with
another” (1 John 1:7). The light refers to
God’s truth and holiness (Ps 43:3, John 3:21).
We are called to fellowship with those who
believe in the truth and live a holy life by
walking in the truth. Such a biblical fellowship
is vital for the protection and preservation of
the faith from one generation to another (2 Tim
2:2). We are all keepers of our fellow brethren
by teaching, reproving, correcting, and
checking on one another according to God’s
inspired and preserved, infallible and inerrant
words so that we might all grow into
Christlikeness (2 Tim 3:16-17).

When I was in the United States for
theological studies, I had a fellow student and
friend who kept me in check so that I would
not stray from my fundamental doctrinal
moorings. We checked on each other so that
we would not become useless in ministry for
there was much chaff in the seminary
curriculum which would pose a danger to the
building up of God’s church. The Bible says,
“Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth
the countenance of his friend” (Prov 27:17).
True biblical fellowship will result in such a
sharpening of our spiritual and doctrinal
disposition to the glory of God.

Negative Boundary of Darkness

For true biblical fellowship to exist, there
must be a separation from darkness. The
Apostle Paul said, “Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers: for what fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and
what communion hath light with darkness?” (2
Cor 6:14). The answer is clear: there is
absolutely none! Light and darkness, like water
and oil, do not mix. The darkness of sin and
falsehood is sourced in the devil and his
demons (Eph 6:12). Believers are commanded
not to have any “fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather reprove them”
(Eph 5:11). The Apostle James commanded,
“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist
the devil, and he will flee from you” (Jas 4:7).
The Apostle Paul also said, “But now I have
written unto you not to keep company, if any

man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or
covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a
drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one
no not to eat” (1 Cor 5:11). “Be not deceived:
evil communications corrupt good manners”
(1 Cor 15:33). Even disobedient believers must
be denied fellowship so that they might repent
of their sin and error, and then be restored to
the truth and to the church (2 Thess 3:14-15).

In an age of increasing unbelief and
apostasy, it is vital that Bible-believing saints
make every effort to commune with the truth
and separate from error. Dr Carl McIntire has
rightly said, “Fellowship is impossible
between those who have varying opinions and
viewpoints concerning Jesus Christ, His person
and work. But a church is unfaithful when it
unites with that which calls itself a fellowship,
when true fellowship is impossible.” He also
said, “When unbelief is yoked with belief, it
always destroys the testimony of the people of
God. Evil corrupts and destroys the truth.”

May we stay within the boundaries of true
and godly fellowship so that we would not
stray into the dangers of false friendship and
fellowship which would lead us away from the
Lord and His Word. In His high priestly prayer
to His Father, the Lord Jesus prayed, “I have
given them thy word; and the world hath hated
them, because they are not of the world, even
as I am not of the world. I pray not that thou
shouldest take them out of the world, but that
thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They
are not of the world, even as I am not of the
world. Sanctify them through thy truth: thy
word is truth” (John 17:14-17). We are in the
world, but not of the world.

God’s Special Providential Care
of the Text of Scripture

Rev Dr Timothy Tow

Text: Deuteronomy 5:1-29; 9:10-21; 10:1-5

There are two accounts recorded by Moses
on the giving of the Ten Commandments. The
first is in Exodus 19:16-21:26; 31:18-32:28;
34:1-4. The second is recorded in
Deuteronomy 5:1-29; 9:10-21; 10:1-5.
Deuteronomy means second giving of the Law.
Deuteronomy is Moses’ instruction to the

children of Israel at the end of his life and of
what greater importance is the giving of the Ten
Commandments? For brevity, I have chosen to
discuss from Deuteronomy and not Exodus.

The delivery of the Ten Commandments
was made on the top of Mount Sinai, over
7,000 feet above sea level. The whole process
took forty days and forty nights, amidst thunder
and lightning, fire and smoke, the blowing of
trumpet and the voice of Almighty God
speaking to men. Then God wrote the
sentences of the Ten Commandments with His
own finger over the two tablets, front and back.
In the climax of the forty days and nights,
rebellion to God’s promulgation of the Ten
Commandments arose from the ground. The
people had made a golden calf to substitute for
Jehovah saying this was their god, whereupon
Moses’ wrath was kindled. When he was
confronted by this golden calf, he became so
angry that he threw the two tablets of law to the
ground. Symbolically, God’s Commandments
were broken. The golden calf the children of
Israel had made was ground into fine powder
and mixed with water for Israel to drink, which
was their punishment. Can puny man rebel
against God’s Word with impunity?

To re-establish the giving of the Law, God
commanded Moses to hew another two tablets
of stone and bring them with him back to the
mountain top. “And he wrote on the tables,
according to the first writing, the ten
commandments, which the LORD spake unto
you in the mount out of the midst of the fire in
the day of the assembly: and the LORD gave
them unto me. And I turned myself and came
down from the mount, and put the tables in the
ark which I had made; and there they be, as
the LORD commanded me” (Deuteronomy
10:4-5).

The Ark of the Covenant is the only holy
furniture kept inside the Holy of Holies. God’s
sacred commandments, intact and written on
both sides of the two tablets so nothing can be
added and nothing can be subtracted, were
kept secure from any human intrusion. “For
ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven”
(Psalm 119:89).

The restoration of the two tables is to show
that heaven and earth shall pass away, but His
words shall not pass away. Not one letter or
even the cross of a ‘t,’ and the dot of an ‘i.’ “For
verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass

from the law” (Matt 5:18). Jesus says, “The
scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35).

To doubly confirm that heaven and earth
shall pass away but God’s words shall not pass
away, we have the record in Jeremiah 36 of
how the prophet asked his secretary Baruch to
write words of condemnation against the House
of Judah and caused them to be read to Judah.
When the roll Jeremiah dictated to Baruch was
read before Jehoiakim, king of Judah, he cut it
up and burned it wholly in the fire. Did God’s
Word become ashes? God told Jeremiah to
repeat His Words to be written by Baruch again
and add more words for the punishment of King
Jehoiakim. Can puny man rebel against God’s
Word with impunity?

This leads us to the doctrine of God’s
special providential care of the text of Scripture.
This is affirmed by the Westminster
Confession. It states that the Scripture is “kept
pure in all ages.” This is doubly attested by
David in Psalm 12:6-7, “The words of the
LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a
furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou
shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve
them from this generation for ever.” The
doctrine of the special providential care of the
text of Scripture, however, is denied by even
some fundamentalist scholars. Dr Carl McIntire
has this commentary to make: “What is
interesting about all this is that, in talking about
the mighty acts of God and trying to make out
of our God a great and powerful God, they
have produced for us a God who is unable to
give us a record that is true! They believe in the
infallibility and inerrancy only in the autographs,
but not in the subsequent copies.”

We believe the Textus Receptus (Received
Text) upon which the KJV is based, is
preserved intact for the church so that we can
say we have the Word of God in our hands. But
those versions that are based on Westcott and
Hort who supplant with their corrupt text have
made changes and deletions in 9,900 places in
the New International Version (NIV). The text
underlying NIV is not as the Westminster
Confession says, “Kept pure in all ages.” God
has preserved for us a pure Bible as He
preserved the Ten Commandments for us to
this day. Let me say it again, it is the Textus
Receptus on which the KJV is based.
(The above article was originally published in
the October-December 2002 issue of Bible
Witness. Reprinted with permission.)
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TRUE                 BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Aug 11 – 17, 2008) 

MON 7.30 pm The Westminster Standards 
  (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting 
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Romans 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm No YPF Meeting 
  Adults Fellowship Meeting  
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
  Catechism Class (Room 810) 
 10.30 am   Worship (Rev Prabhudas Koshy) 
    Korean Service (Room 503) 
    Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm  Korean Service (Room 503)  
 

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held this Sat 
(Aug 16, 08) at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home, 
Blk 835 Woodlands St 83 #12-113, 3.30pm. 
Message: “B-P Church History” by Rev Dr 
Jeffrey Khoo. Contact William Teo at 91831150 
for details. 
2008 Church Camp messages are available for 
sale in DVD ($5) and MP3 Audio CD ($3). 
Please place your orders at the Notice Board 
outside the Auditorium. For enquiries, please 
contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468. 
Sis Felisa De Vera would like to thank True 
Lifers for their condolences and words of comfort 
during her recent bereavement. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$19,000; USD1; RM10 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev & Mrs 
John MacKenzie $1,000; BCEA Tanzania $500; 
Kuching Mission $200; Gethsemane BPC $100; 
Josias (FEBC) $50; Molla (FEBC) $150; Samuel 
Kwong (FEBC) $150; Titus (FEBC) $150; Sim 
Swee Ho $400, $100; Wendy Teng $200, $100; 
FEBC Legal Fees $2,000; FEBC Bookroom $63; 
FEBC $1,000, $400, $100, $100   
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
S$25,963; USD1; RM10 
Church Building Fund $1,000, $1,000, $700, $400, 
$100, $50 Total: S$802,912.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $305.00 
 

Verse for the Week: Better is a dry morsel, and 
quietness therewith, than an house full of sacrifices 
with strife. Prov 17:1 
 

 

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1 
Kings under Elder Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am. All 
are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from 
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm. 
Catechism Class for all who are seeking baptism, 
reaffirmation of faith, transfer of membership. 
Class meets in Room 810 from 9.15am – 
10.15am, Jul 13–Sep 28, 08. Teacher: Rev Dr 
Jeffrey Khoo. 
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped 
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio CD 
($3). You may place your orders with Dn Charles 
Kan, Barnabas Yap or any of the PA crew.  
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No. 55 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Heb 6:1-20 
Hymn No. 329 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No. 318 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text Heb 10:21-23 
Sermon                         Insurance or Assurance? 
                                   (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
Closing Hymn No. 187 
 (Lord’s Supper) 
Benediction  Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

An Anchor of the Soul 
(A sermon by Rev Tan Kian Sing at True Life 

BPC on 20 July 2008) 
Text: Hebrews 6:13-20 

Storms of Life 
God has never promised that Christians 

should be exempted from weathering the storms 
of life. The Scripture teaches that “man is born 
unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward” (Job 
5:7). The Word of God tells us that on this earth 
we can expect much suffering. Job, a man who 
was tested to the extreme under the watchful 
care of the Almighty, testified in Job 14:1, “Man 
that is born of a woman is of few days, and full 
of trouble.” Even King Solomon, who was much 
blessed by the Lord with wisdom, riches, honour 
and a long life, as he observed life under the sun, 
declared, “For what hath man of all his labour, 
and of the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath 
laboured under the sun? For all his days are 
sorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his heart 

taketh not rest in the night. This is
also vanity” (Eccl 2:22-23).  

Trials can come in many forms.
They can be family problems, the
death of a loved one, a serious or
terminal illness, nursing a special
child for the rest of his/her life, the
loss of a job, pressure or stress from
work or studies, not getting the job
that we want, etc. Sometimes, the
problems come all at the same time,
or one after the other without a break.
Just when you have settled a problem,
the next one comes. All these
difficulties may make us become so
overwhelmed with fear that we
wonder whether we would survive or
sink. In times like these, what we
really need is an anchor for our soul
to stabilize our ship of life from
drifting away and being smashed by
the rocks, to keep us from capsizing
and sinking into the depths of despair. 

The Lord Jesus Himself warned
the disciples that they were to expect
trouble in this world: “In the world ye
shall have tribulation: but be of good
cheer; I have overcome the world”
(John 16:33). Therefore, as we make
our journey through life, it is never
going to be smooth sailing. We will
encounter many rocks and storms as
we sail through the rough seas of life.
And when we are caught in a stormy
weather, we might be so severely
beaten by the storms that we become
shipwrecked. In such times, let us not
forget that the Lord Jesus is with us
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and that we should put our trust in Him.
When the disciples encountered a terrible
storm, our loving Saviour who is the Master
of all creation “rebuked the wind, and said
unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind
ceased, and there was a great calm” (Mark
4:39). So, we may not escape from life’s
storms, but “with Christ in the vessel, we
can smile at the storm” (as the hymn goes)
because He is there with us.  

Rev Timothy Tow’s Testimony 
Here is a testimony taken from Rev

Timothy Tow’s book, Son of a Mother’s
Vow. He wrote: “When I founded Far
Eastern Bible College, I had three students—
Eddy Chan and Ng Sang Chiew from Batu
Pahat and Ivy Tan from Pasir Panjang. At
the end of the first academic year the first
two left us. A member of the faculty added
to my hurt by advising Ivy [now Mrs Tow,
FEBC’s matron] also to leave, saying when
a ship is sinking, even the rats will jump out.
But Ivy stayed. I remember how I burst
into tears when climbing the steps to my
parsonage. As the Chinese saying goes, ‘In
any enterprise, the beginning is difficult.’”
Rev Tow continued, “But the Lord sent me
three new students the next year.” And
today, do we not see an increasing number
of graduates from FEBC, now totalling more
than 600 in the last four and a half decades?
We praise God for His blessings. We thank
God for His preservation, provision and
protection all these decades. 

Now the College is facing a great
difficulty again. Will the FEBC ship sink?
Will it not stay afloat in the midst of a great
storm today? Is not the Lord with the ship?
Is He not our Anchor? Even as our principal
had called upon the Lord with his tears, and
God remembered his tears, surely as we cry
unto the Lord for help, He will help and
deliver us also. So, do not be anxious or
fearful when weathering the storms of life,
but let us look unto Jesus; let us call upon
Him and He will deliver us.  

Biblical Counsel and Promises 
The following are some verses from the

Word of God that testify of this biblical
counsel. Mark them in your Bible, and
meditate upon them when the clouds above
you turn dark and you realize that you are in
for a stormy time. 

Psalm 50:15, “And call upon me in the
day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou
shalt glorify me.” 

Psalm 55:16-18, “As for me, I will call
upon God; and the LORD shall save me.
Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I
pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my
voice. He hath delivered my soul in peace
from the battle that was against me: for
there were many with me.” 

Psalm 91:14-15, “Because he hath set
his love upon me, therefore will I deliver
him: I will set him on high, because he hath
known my name. He shall call upon me, and
I will answer him: I will be with him in
trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.”

Psalm 116:1-6, “I love the LORD,
because he hath heard my voice and my
supplications. Because he hath inclined his
ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him
as long as I live. The sorrows of death
compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold
upon me: I found trouble and sorrow.  Then
called I upon the name of the LORD; O
LORD, I beseech thee, deliver my soul.
Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; yea,
our God is merciful. The LORD preserveth
the simple: I was brought low, and he helped
me.” 

Psalm 145:18-19, “The LORD is nigh
unto all them that call upon him, to all that
call upon him in truth. He will fulfil the
desire of them that fear him: he also will
hear their cry, and will save them.” 

Jesus Our Supreme Example 
Dear brethren, do we have the habit of

calling upon the Lord when we are in the
midst of a fearful storm? Or do we panic and
run, not knowing what to do? Do not think

that the Lord does not know or does not see.
Do not think that He is asleep. He knows all
that is going on when you are beaten
severely by the strong winds and storms of
life. He is waiting for you to call upon Him,
to trust in Him, to show Him that you need
Him to deliver you from sinking. 

In Hebrews 6:19, the Word tells us that
this hope is the anchor of our soul, both sure
and steadfast. We may go through life being
tossed about through testing and trials, but if
we would hold on tight to the Anchor, our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is our
hope (1 Tim 1:1), we shall not be moved, or
be shaken. The Lord Jesus Christ is also our
spiritual Rock. If we do anchor our troubled
soul upon the Rock who is Christ, we can
never drift away and sink into the depths of
the sea of problems in life.  

We also have the blessed assurance of
the very presence of Christ during the storms
and stresses of daily living as Christ has
promised that He is there always to watch
over us “for he hath said, I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb 13:5). He is
always there for us to anchor upon Him and
to help us to maintain our course sure and
steadfast when the storms of life arise. So,
though we can never keep life’s storms away
from us, how we respond to them is very
important. It takes a certain degree of
spiritual maturity to cope with life’s storms. 

Learn from the example of the Lord
Jesus. Hebrews 12:1 tells us that He “for the
joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is set down
at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

“It Is Well with My Soul” 
May we be encouraged by the testimony

of the author of the famous and well-liked
hymn, “It Is Well with My Soul.” On
November 22, 1873, Horatio Spafford, a
Chicago lawyer, and father of five children
wrote the words to this famous hymn.
Horatio lost his only son in 1871. Later that
year the Chicago fire took his entire life

savings. Two years later he and his family
decided to take a vacation in Europe. He
was held back due to some business but
decided to send his wife and children ahead
on the vessel as scheduled. On November
22, 1873 an iron vessel struck the ship and
it sank in twelve minutes killing 226
people. When the survivors arrived in
Europe Mrs Spafford wired her husband,
“Saved alone.” Horatio then set sail to
England to be with his sorrowing wife.
When the ship arrived at the exact spot of
the sinking and where his precious four
daughters had drowned, the captain called
Horatio on deck and pointed out to him the
tragic spot. Horatio stood silently on deck
for a few moments; then he returned to his
cabin and he received sustaining comfort
from God that enabled him to pen the
words: “When sorrows like sea billows roll
… It is well, it is well, with my soul.”  

Again, Rev Tow shares in his book, Son
of a Mother’s Vow: “Although I have gone
through many crushing situations these
fifty years, I thank God that every burden
was turned into a blessing. About the time
of the first graduation of the College, 1966,
I was on my way to K.L. on business for
the Church. As the train chugged up the
steep Seremban gradient, it seemed to
sympathise with the struggles in my heart.
Out of the echo of mutual pantings, the
lines began to flow for the composition of
an anthem for FEBC. There was no one to
turn to but Jehovah, the Lord of Hosts.”
And so the FEBC anthem was composed
through tears, difficulties and struggles, but
at the same time with much prayer and trust
in that blessed hope of Christ. 

So dear friends, when the storms of life
come and rage around us, with Christ as
our Hope and our Anchor, regardless of our
circumstances, we should be able to praise
God and sing “it is well with my soul”
because “we have an anchor that keeps the
soul.” Amen. 
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TRUE                 BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am 

 30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205 

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg;  Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg 
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime) 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Aug 18 – 24, 2008) 

MON 7.30 pm The Westminster Standards 
  (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Romans 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
  Catechism Class (Room 810) 
 10.30 am   Worship (Dr S H Tow) 
    Korean Service (Room 503) 
    Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm  Korean Service (Room 503)  
 2.30 pm  Evangelism 
 

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a 
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat 
(Aug 23, 08). Time: 4pm. Venue: Berean BPC, 
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those 
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender 
MRT at 3.15pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for 
details. 
For cheque offerings, please make cheques 
payable to “True Life Bible-Presbyterian 
Church”, not “True Life B-P Church”. 
Designated gift of $3,000+ to an FEBC student. 
The giver who made this gift on August 3 is 
kindly requested to see the treasurer, Dn Charles 
Kan. Thank you. 
 

 
 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$8,410; USD1 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Myanmar 
Orphanage $500; FEBC Students $150; Ho Xiao 
Wei (FEBC) $50; Josias (FEBC) $50; Leakena 
(FEBC) $50; Sim Swee Ho $100; Wendy Teng 
$100; FEBC Bookroom $63; FEBC Legal Fees 
$5,000; FEBC Scholarship $500 
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
S$15,173; USD1 
Church Building Fund $1,500; $1,000, $1,000, 
$100 Total: S$806,512.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $353.00 
Verse for the Week: A wise servant shall have rule 
over a son that causeth shame, and shall have part 
of the inheritance among the brethren. Prov 17:2 
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1 
Kings under Elder Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am. 
All are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from 
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm. 
Catechism Class for all who are seeking baptism, 
reaffirmation of faith, transfer of membership. Class 
meets in Room 810 from 9.15am – 10.15am, Jul 13–
Sep 28, 08. Teacher: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. 
There will be a 5th Anniversary Lunch held at the 
Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC, Oct 5, 08, 
12.30pm. The subsidised rate for members and 
regular worshippers is $15 per person including 
children who sit at the big tables and $5 for children 
buffet (age 11 years and under). For non-members, it 
is $24. Come and praise the Lord on this happy 
occasion.  
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength. 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Eld J T Joseph 
Opening Hymn No. 95 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 109 
Hymn No. 319 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No. 414 
Offertory Prayer Eld J T Joseph 
Scripture Text Judges 13:22-23 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy 
Sermon                         An Excellent Argument 
                                   (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
Closing Hymn No. 339 
Benediction  Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy 

Insurance or Assurance? 
(A sermon preached by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo at 

True Life BPC on 10 August 2008) 
“But, beloved, we are persuaded better things 

of you, and things that accompany salvation, 
though we thus speak. For God is not unrighteous 
to forget your work and labour of love, which ye 
have shewed toward his name, in that ye have 
ministered to the saints, and do minister. And we 
desire that every one of you do shew the same 
diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the 
end” (Heb 6:9-11). 

“And having an high priest over the house of 
God; Let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed 
with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession of 
our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that 
promised;)” (Heb 10:21-23). 

Life or Death? 
Life in this world poses many dangers and 

uncertainties. Sickness, accidents, death may befall 

us at any moment. How do we protect
ourselves? Many seek protection from
such misfortunes in life by buying
insurance whether health insurance,
home insurance, car insurance, life
insurance or whatever kind of insurance
that is available out there. Yes, such
insurance schemes may protect us to a
certain degree from misfortunes or
mishaps in our life on earth, but what
about our life hereafter? What about life
after death? What kind of insurance
plan can protect us from that? There is
none, but one! Not insurance but
assurance. Not from this earth but from
heaven, not from man but from God! It
is something that no man can give, and
no money can buy; it is a gift from God.
Life insurance is only good when you
die, and you cannot even collect; your
next of kin collects, not you. But life
assurance is forever, effective when you
die, guaranteeing you eternal life
without end. That is why we sing
“Blessed Assurance,” and not “Blessed
Insurance.” 

Gospel of Jesus Christ 
Man sells insurance, but God gives

assurance. In order to give us assurance,
God had to come down from heaven to
earth. This happened two thousand
years ago when God became man. God
Himself in Christ Jesus came into this
world by being born of the virgin Mary:
“Behold, a virgin shall be with child,
and shall bring forth a son, and they
shall call his name Emmanuel, which
being interpreted is, God with us”
(Matt 1:23). The Lord Jesus Christ was
both God and Man, our great High

 

 Rev Dr Das Koshy teaching the book of Romans to FEBC’s BTFE students on 
Thursday nights. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Priest and our sinless Sacrifice as the Lamb of
God. To save us from our sins, Jesus shed His
precious blood on the cross, He died and was
buried, and on the third day rose from the dead
according to the Scriptures. And on account of
what Jesus had done, we can now be saved
from our sins, and draw near to God. God has
made Himself very accessible to man through
the Lord Jesus Christ. God wants man to be
reconciled to Him, to have fellowship with
Him, and to live with Him forever in heaven.  

All religions in the world talk about
how man can reach God or become God.
Christianity is the only religion that says quite
the opposite. Matthew 18:11 says, “For the
Son of man is come to save that which was
lost.” John Calvin has wonderfully stated it
this way, “The Son of God became the Son of
Man so that the sons of men might become the
sons of God.”  

What is a True Heart? 
In order for man to draw near to God, he

needs to have a “true heart.” The true heart is a
heart born again, spiritually revived, and
indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Matthew 5:8 says,
“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall
see God.” The only way our sinful heart can
become pure and holy is to have it washed and
cleansed by the Gospel and Blood of Jesus
Christ. Our hearts must be “sprinkled from an
evil conscience, and our bodies washed with
pure water” (Heb 10:22). We must be
sprinkled from an evil conscience by the blood
of Christ, and our whole spiritual being must
be washed by the pure water of the Word of
God. 1 John 1:7-10 tells us, “But if we walk in
the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not
in us.” Walk in the light of the Gospel, “that
Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he

rose again the third day according to the
scriptures” (1 Cor 15:3-4).  

Guaranteed for Life 
Is God so far away that we cannot reach

Him or find Him? No, God has given to us His
Word—the Holy Scriptures, and God says,
“The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and
in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which
we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and with
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth
on him shall not be ashamed” (Rom 10:8-11).
You will not be ashamed or disappointed for
taking up a life assurance with God. Taking up
a life insurance sold by man can be
disappointing because it can only be collected
when you die, and even then it will not be
you who will collect but another. But life
assurance as promised by God is quite
different, it guarantees life and not death, it
guarantees personal gain and not loss, it
guarantees entrance into heaven and a home
above, and it is an assurance that never
expires, and it is free of charge, all paid for by
the blood of Christ. That is why it is not
blessed insurance, but blessed assurance!  

Faith Not Works! 
And this blessed assurance comes by

means of faith and not works! The Bible says,
“Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy he saved us,
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing
of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;
That being justified by his grace, we should be
made heirs according to the hope of eternal
life” (Tit 3:5-7). “Knowing that a man is not
justified by the works of the law, but by the
faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in
Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the
faith of Christ, and not by the works of the
law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh
be justified” (Gal 2:16). “For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not of

yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works,
lest any man should boast” (Eph 2:8-9).  

Please do not trust in your own strength,
personality, intellect, wealth, talents,
popularity, industry, philanthropy, for in the
sight of God all our good works are as filthy
rags. God is not impressed by our good works
because of sin. An Olympic athlete who has
taken drugs may run the race with all his
might, but he is disqualified and has lost the
race even before it has begun. It is the case
with every man for “all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:23). As far
as God is concerned, “we are all as an unclean
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy
rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our
iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away”
(Isa 64:6). 

Make Peace with God 
Therefore, the only way for sinful man to

get right with God, and make peace with Him
is to believe on the Prince of peace, the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself. Jesus said, “Let not your
heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father’s house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again,
and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also. And whither I go ye
know, and the way ye know. Thomas saith unto
him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest;
and how can we know the way? Jesus saith
unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me”
(John 14:1-6).  

So, “Let us draw near with a true heart in
full assurance of faith” (Heb 10:21). And the
only way to do so is to believe in the Word of
God that has just been preached to you. The
Word of God is near you. Simply confess the
Lord Jesus Christ and believe in what He has
done for you and you will be given this blessed
assurance of salvation that only God can give.
Romans 10:8-9 says, “The word is nigh thee,
even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the
word of faith, which we preach; That if thou
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,

and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” 

Do not delay, believe in Christ today!  
*************** 
Be Prepared! 

Praise the Lord for Dn Leong Kwok Whye
who, after one semester of studies at FEBC,
has decided to commit himself to study for his
BTh degree so as to prepare himself for
Christian service. He is under the scholarship
of True Life BPC. Dn Leong shares why he has
so decided to answer the call of God to study
His Word and serve Him: 

“Jesus Christ’s return is near. Matthew
24:7-8 says, ‘For nation shall rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and
there shall be famines, and pestilences, and
earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the
beginning of sorrows.’ In the years 2007/8, I
saw the events in Matthew 24:7-8 literally
described in the news. Jesus Christ is returning
soon. 

“What should I do? The Bible tells me not
meet my Lord with wood, hay and stubble (1
Cor 3:12-15). In the parable of the wise and
foolish virgins (Matt 25), the wise virgins were
prepared for the bridegroom’s arrival while
the foolish virgins were not prepared. I want to
learn from the wise virgins and be prepared for
the bridegroom’s arrival. Christ’s grace and
mercy constrained my heart to yield to His
pure love. Hence I must study God’s Word
faithfully to obey His will and serve him
unconditionally with joy and gladness. These
are works that withstand the test of fire (1 Cor
3:14). This is the reason why I must study in
FEBC. Jesus Christ is my only Lord and
King.” 

Surely to spend time studying God’s Word
is heavenly investment. Dn Leong had quit his
job as an engineer to study full-time at FEBC.
This step of faith to trust the Lord and serve
Him unconditionally is not insurance but
assurance! May the Lord raise up more men
and women to study at FEBC—a 21st century
school of prophets—and be fully equipped for
faithful service in these last days of apostasy
and compromise.  
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Aug 25 – 31, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Westminster Standards
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm The Book of Romans
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
Catechism Class (Room 810)

10.30 am Worship (Rev Koa Keng Woo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be held
this Sat, Aug 30, 08 at 3.30pm in the home of Mr
and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Message:
“Should Christians drink?” by Rev Dr Prabhudas
Koshy. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Family Bible Study Fellowship this Sat (Aug 30,
08) at Mr and Mrs Edward Wong’s place,
45 Hindhede Walk, #06-04 (Lobby 1), Springdale
Condominium, 5.30pm. Tel: 64670645. Message:
“Living in God’s Sovereignty” by Rev Prabhudas
Koshy. Contact Edward at 93887328 for details.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit Panjang.
Please meet at Blk 131 Petir Road at 2.30pm. For
details, please contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $13,340
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $180, $100;
Rev Jeffrey Khoo $150; Sim Swee Ho $150, $100,
$100, $100; Wendy Teng $100, $100; FEBC
Bookroom $63; FEBC Legal Fees $900; FEBC
$5,000, $450, $380, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings: $21,513
Church Building Fund $1,000, $400, $150, $100,
$100 Total: S$808,262.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $299.00

Verse for the Week: The fining pot is for silver,
and the furnace for gold: but the LORD trieth the
hearts. Prov 17:3

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1
Kings under Elder Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Sunday School Teachers’ Day Lunch will be held
next Sun, Aug 31, 08 at The Spoon & Brassie,
Singapore Island Country Club, Sime Road at
12.45pm.

There will be a 5th Anniversary Lunch held at the
Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC, Oct 5,
08, 12.30pm. The subsidised rate for members and
regular worshippers is $15 per person including
children who sit at the big tables and $5 for children
buffet (age 11 years and under). For non-members,
it is $24. Come and praise the Lord on this happy
occasion.

Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 263
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Matt 24:35-46
Hymn No. 220
Announcements
Special Number African Students
Offering & Hymn No. 137
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text 2 Peter 3:3-14
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow
Sermon The Flood Testifies to the

Lord’s Coming
(Dr S H Tow)

Closing Hymn Maybe Today
Benediction Dr S H Tow

Is the KJV too Archaic for Use?
Prof. Herman Hanko

(Retired Professor of New Testament and Church
History in the Protestant Reformed Seminary, USA)

One of the chief objections to our continued use
of the KJV is its archaic language. It is filled with
words, so it is said, that could be understood when
it was prepared, but are no longer used in
contemporary English. This is a barrier to its use
among us, especially in teaching children and
doing the important work of evangelism. The result
of so many archaisms is that the Bible has largely
become a mysterious book, the contents of which
are hidden from today’s readers by outdated and
obscure language.

All the arguments for new translations finally
come down to that one argument. Is that objection
valid?

If the objection is valid, this would indeed
be serious, for if the Bible can no longer be
understood, its purpose has come to an end. The

result of such a development would be
that the Word of God, which the saints
need for their spiritual life, would be
beyond their reach, placed on an
inaccessible shelf too high to be
reached.

We must take this objection
seriously, for the Bible is necessary for
the life of the people of God, the work
of the church, and the instruction of
future generations. God accomplishes
His work of salvation sovereignly by
the Spirit of Christ in the hearts of the
elect. But the Spirit never works apart
from the Word of the Scriptures. If
those Scriptures are inaccessible to
God’s people, because of archaisms
which make the Word difficult, if not
impossible, to understand, that would
be a barrier to the salvation of the
saints.

The argument has a certain force
and carries a measure of validity.
Everyone with any knowledge of the
KJV knows that there are indeed words
that are no longer used in contemporary
English, and that some words have
taken a meaning quite different from
what they had in the days when the KJV
was prepared. We may not ignore the
argument.

Nevertheless, two questions must be
asked and answered. Are the archaisms
in the KJV a serious barrier to the
understandability of the KJV? And do
these archaisms warrant a new
translation? These two questions are
related to each other.

Before one gives a yes or no answer
to those questions, one must consider

origin, are homey and earthy, expressive and
forceful, the language of the people rather than
the university.

It is because of these providential workings
of God that a version was prepared that can
rightly be said to be in “timeless English.”
Undoubtedly this is the reason why so many
words and expressions of the KJV have entered
our everyday language. One need only think of
such expressions as “to lick the dust” (Psalm
72:9), “sour grapes” (Ezekiel 18:2), “the skin
of my teeth” (Job 19:20), “from time to time”
(Ezekiel 4:10).

One scholar wrote about the Hebrew: “The
[KJV] is an almost literal translation of the
Masoretic text, and is thus on every page
replete with Hebrew idioms. The fact that Bible
English has to a marvelous extent shaped our
speech, giving peculiar connotations to many
words and sanctioning strange constructions, is
not any less patent. The [KJV] has been – it
can be said without any fear of being charged

with exaggeration – the most powerful factor in
the history of English literature. Though the
constructions encountered in the [KJV] are
oftentimes so harsh that they seem almost
barbarous, we should certainly have been the poorer
without it.”

It is but a short time before the Lord returns. For
four centuries the KJV has served the church well.
Would it not be to the church’s advantage to retain
such a precious tradition in the little time that
remains? One thing we know. When persecution
comes, our Bibles will be taken from us and the
only Word of God we shall retain is that which we
have memorized and hid in our hearts. What easier
translation is there to memorize than the rolling
cadences of our KJV? It is the Bible for us and our
children.

[The above is printed by kind permission of the
author, and is taken from his paper, “Our Venerable
King James Bible,” published by Peace Protestant
Reformed Church, http://www.peaceprc.Org/
ourvenerablekjv. pdf.]



some crucial characteristics of Scripture.
Scripture itself testifies of the fact that there

are passages in God’s Word that are difficult to
understand. Peter tells those to whom he writes
that in Paul’s writings there “are some things
hard to be understood” (II Peter 3:16). Everyone
knows that the prophets contain many difficult
passages, which require much study if one is to
penetrate into their meaning. Frequently passages
of Scripture are distorted by the efforts of
misguided translators to make these passages
“understandable” to the modern 21st century
man; but in doing so their meaning is distorted
beyond recognition.

Furthermore, in an important sense, the
meaning of the Scriptures is not accessible to
everyone. The Scriptures are God’s Word,
written to the church, and intended to be God’s
revelation to His covenant people of the
mysteries of God’s eternal purpose in Christ.
Although from a certain formal point of view
everyone who reads the Scriptures can
understand what he reads, Luther was right
when he said that the Scriptures are a closed
book to anyone who comes to them without the
Spirit who works faith in God’s people. Luther
understood what many today seem not to
understand. Only one who comes to Scripture in
a Spirit-worked humility, saying in his heart:
“Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth,” is capable
of understanding what the Scriptures say.

The point is important. When one possesses
the Spirit of Christ and comes to learn the will of
God, the Scriptures are open to him. When one
lacks faith, the Scriptures are closed to him. To
attempt to “open” the Scriptures to the unbeliever
by a different translation is an exercise in futility.

The church has confessed, since the time of
the Reformation, that one attribute of Scripture is
its perspicuity. By this the church has meant that
anyone who comes in faith to God’s Word can
understand what the Scriptures mean. Neither
age nor education makes a difference; the
Scriptures are open to the little child on his
mother’s knee as well as to the Ph.D in theology.

But the perspicuity of Scripture has never
been understood to imply that Scripture is
shallow. Scripture is not like a shallow pool on a
concrete parking lot after a brief shower, in

which one can see the pavement beneath the
pool. Scripture is like a deep pool, utterly
clear, into which one looks, but can never see
the bottom.

The point is worth emphasizing.
The Scriptures do not cater to modern man

with his ten-second attention span, his inability
to think clearly about almost everything, his
need to have any knowledge given in TV-size
bits, and his easy slide into boredom and ennui
if any prolonged concentration is required.

In his book, What is Faith? J. Gresham
Machen makes the following point: “Many
persons…seem to have a notion that modern
Christians must be addressed always in words
of one syllable, and that in religion we must
abandon the scientific precision of language.
…In pursuance of this tendency we have had
presented to us recently various translations of
the Bible which reduce the Word of God more
or less thoroughly to the language of the
modern street, or which, as the matter was put
recently in my hearing by an intelligent
layman, ‘take all the religion out of the New
Testament.’ But the whole tendency, we for
our part think, ought to be resisted. Back of it
all seems to lie the strange assumption that
modern men, particularly modern university
men, can never by any chance learn anything;
they do not understand the theological
terminology which appears in such richness in
the Bible, and that is regarded as the end of the
matter; apparently it does not occur to anyone
that possibly they might with profit acquire the
knowledge of Biblical terminology which now
they lack. But I for my part am by no means
ready to acquiesce. I am perfectly ready,
indeed, to agree that the Bible and the modern
man ought to be brought together. But what is
not always observed is that there are two ways
of attaining that end. One way is to bring the
Bible down to the level of the modern man; but
the other way is to bring the modern man up to
the level of the Bible (emphasis mine). I am
inclined to advocate the latter way.”

Scripture is meant to be studied. One
comes to its meaning through pondering its
truths, meditating on its words and sentences,
and concentrating on the wealth of its thought.

It is not true that little children, still unable to
read, are incapable of understanding Scripture
in the measure of their own intellectual
development. What child who understands the
basics of the English language cannot understand
Genesis 1 – and usually better than those who try
to twist it to include heretical evolutionary
teachings? And what child cannot understand the
sober and simple, yet totally profound story of
the birth of God in Christ in a manger in
Bethlehem?

But the more one studies and meditates upon
Scripture, the more one understands its riches
and truths. The more accustomed one’s eyes
become in peering into Scripture’s depths, the
more deeply one can see into it. And yet, after a
lifetime of study, even learning all that the
church in earlier millennia have said about God’s
Word, one only penetrates about two inches into
the great depths of God’s revelation of Himself
in all His wonderful works and ways.

If these things are not remembered and we
come to Scripture as we do to a first grade
reading book, we have no right to blame our
inability to understand it on the use of some
archaisms. The fault lies with us.

The archaisms of Scripture are relatively few
in number. They are easily explainable or
understandable to one who is willing to take the
time to look them up in a good dictionary. And
parents can easily teach the meaning of them to
their children when the family is together for
family devotions, or when the children are
memorizing parts of Scripture.

When a small child lisps the words of Psalm
23, usually one of the first chapters parents teach
their children, is it so difficult to tell these
children the meaning of verse 1? “The Lord is
my shepherd. I shall not want.” “The Lord cares
for me as a shepherd cares for his sheep. I will
never lack anything in all my life, cared for by
Jehovah God.”

While Scripture does have in it archaisms, the
real question is not: How difficult is the KJV to
understand? The real question is: Why is the KJV
so easy to understand seeing it was prepared
almost four hundred years ago? If one would
compare the plays of Shakespeare, written only a
few decades earlier, with the KJV, one will be

astounded at the difference in the English. It is
extremely difficult to read Macbeth without the
help of some translation aids.

God, in His providence, brought into being
the KJV at a propitious time in England’s
history. Up to this time England had no real
English language. Anglo-Saxon invaders from
Germany and the Lowlands had affected the
early language of the Celts. Scandinavian
Norsemen had invaded England, settled in it,
and brought their own peculiar language to the
country. William the Conqueror had imported
French and all but made French the language
of diplomacy and commerce. The English
spoken in the fields and cottages was different
in different parts of the country, and was not
that of the nobility. It was hard for one
Englishman to understand another from a
different part of the country.

But at the time of King James, England was
emerging as a world power in its own right. It
was coming to a national consciousness, which
tended to unify the country. It was becoming a
force to be reckoned with in commerce. Its
navy ruled the seas. The sun never set on its
many colonies. A language spoken nationwide
was needed. A uniform English language,
which was slowly developing, became, because
of the unique development of the English
language, the most expressive and influential
language in all Europe. It had a depth and
range that no other language possessed.

The KJV played a major role in attaining
a countrywide and standard English. The
translators not only prepared a translation that
helped standardize the language, but the
translators molded and shaped a standard
language, and thus became, in part, the creators
of modern English. Luther did much the same
with his German translation of the Bible, and
the Statenvertaling of the Synod of Dordt had
the same effect on Dutch.

In addition to the shaping of modern
English by the new translation, the translators
made the Bible understandable by all in
England because they used English words
instead of Latin words about 92% of the time.
Latin words are still and cold, rigid and
feelingless. English words, of Anglo-Saxon
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Sep 1 – 7, 2008)

MON – FRI FEBC Mid-Term Break
WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

Catechism Class (Room 810)
10.30 am Worship (Rev Dennis Kwok)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this Wed
(Sep 3, 08) at 7.45pm. Venue: RELC, Level 6,
Newton Room (Room 601). Message: “The Role of
Women in the Church” by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
All are welcome. Contact Judith at 96729973 for
details.

Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs Tan Tong Hai this
Fri (Sep 5, 08) at 8 pm. Address: 151 Duchess
Avenue, Singapore 269172. Tel: 64646681.

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be held
this Sat, Sep 6, 08 at 3.30pm in the home of Mr and
Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Program: Bible
Study on Ruth by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew. Contact
Herbert at 94377715 for details.

FCM Combined Meeting on Sep 19 (Fri), 6.30pm
(dinner) followed by FCM Retreat on Sep 20
(Sat), 08. Messages on “Victory in Christ: Rising
from Spiritual Defeat” and “Vessels for Christ:
Meet for the Master’s Use” by Paul Ferguson.
Venue: Calvary Pandan BPC. Contact Jason at
90178213 for details.

Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 203
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Eccl 12:1-14
Hymn No. 173
Announcements
Special Number Youth Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 542
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Psalm 90:1-12
Sermon Have You Numbered

Your Days?
(Rev Koa Keng Woo)

Closing Hymn No. 457
Benediction Rev Koa Keng Woo

The Deadly Sin of Attacking the Bible
Rev Dr Timothy Tow

(Adapted from the author’s paper, “A Standard
Raised,” published in the July 1980 issue of The

Reformation Review, the official organ of the
International Council of Christian Churches)

A More Deadly Sin

Now, there is a more deadly sin that destroys
us; and that is, as Dr Chia Yu Ming my teacher in
China has said, the sin of the mind and the sin of
the spirit, the sin of rejecting truth, the sin of wilful
ignorance! In the words of Isaiah, Judah has
forsaken judgment, “In transgressing and lying
against the LORD, and departing away from our
God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving
and uttering from the heart words of falsehood …
for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot
enter. Yea, truth faileth” (Isa 59:13-15).

One fitting backdrop of these words of
condemnation is the prophet’s confrontation with

apostate King Ahaz. This is recorded in
Isaiah 7 and 2 Kings 16. Because Judah
had backslidden from worshipping the
living and true God (1 Thess 1:9) and
given herself to idols and heathen
sacrifices, so God had permitted her to
be attacked by the kings of Israel and
Syria. Since Judah was the Lord’s
chosen one, His covenant abideth.

He sent the prophet to assure the
nation of His mercies in the midst
of war preparations. When the Lord
graciously condescended to show His
protecting presence with a sign from
heaven, or in the sea, the unregenerate
king hypocritically answered, “I will
not ask, neither will I tempt the LORD”
(Isa 7:12). This hypocrisy is ripped
aside by Isaiah’s scathing denunciation,
accompanied with the famous prophecy
on Christ’s virgin birth. Isaiah retorted,
“Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a
small thing for you to weary men, but
will ye weary my God also? Therefore
the Lord himself shall give you a sign;
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and
bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel” (Isa 7:13-14). What were
Ahaz’ innermost reactions? I am sure he
who disbelieved the Word of God in the
offer of His outward manifestations of
salvation had also spurned the virgin
birth.

Today the enemy has come in with
a flood of philosophies to destroy the
Church. There was Roman Catholicism
with many superstitions, then Deism
and Rationalism, out of which has
come Higher Criticism. As “They hatch

Founding Stone of LBPC and FEBC Extension Block at 9A Gilstead Road.

"Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set" (Prov 22:28)

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $9,569
Designated Offerings: Rev Hien (Brisbane) $100;
Needy FEBC Students Meal Expenses $1,000;
Samuel Kwong (FEBC) $50; Sim Swee Ho $200,
$150, $50; Wendy Teng $100, $50; Barnabas Yap
$50; FEBC Bookroom $33; FEBC $500, $200
Total General and Designated Offerings: $12,052
Church Building Fund $100, $100 Total:
S$808,462.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $278.00

Verse for the Week: A wicked doer giveth heed to
false lips; and a liar giveth ear to a naughty tongue.
Prov 17:4

Adults’ Sunday School next Lord’s Day will be
taught by Rev Dennis Kwok, “Beginning and
Ending Well in Ministry: Examples from 1-2
Kings.” 9.15am – 10.15am. All are welcome.
Sunday School Teachers’ Day Lunch will be held
today at The Spoon & Brassie, SICC, Sime Road at
12.45pm.
Infant Baptism at Church Anniversary, Oct 5,
08. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng (Tel:
62541287/94754067).
5th Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch will be held
at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC, Oct
5, 08, 12.30pm. The subsidised rate for members
and regular worshippers is $15 per person including
children who sit at the big tables and $5 for children
buffet (age 11 years and under). For non-members,
it is $24. Come and praise the Lord on this happy
occasion.
YPF Camp 2008 will be held from Dec 15-20, 08.
Theme: Saved to Serve. Speaker: Pr Dennis
Kabingue. Venue: To be confirmed. More details
available later.



cockatrice’ eggs, and weave the spider’s
web: he that eateth of their eggs dieth, and
that which is crushed breaketh out into a
viper” (Isa 59:5), so out of the eighteenth-
century destructive criticism of Holy
Scripture has come the reptile Modernism,
or Liberalism, which Dr Machen has called
“a pagan religion.” From Modernism, or
Liberalism, has come Barthianism, or Neo-
orthodoxy, and a proliferation like the hydra
of every “style” of high-sounding anti-
Christian theology, the latest of which
is neo-evangelical “scholarship” so called.
Though the International Council of
Christian Churches (ICCC) has been raised
of God to offset the ecumenism of the
World Council of Churches, which today is
degenerated to a self-glorified socio-political
gathering of professional churchmen, our
greatest fight is with Satan masquerading
within it, whose work of mischief is to
attack God’s Word. Of this hidden adversary
our Lord says, “Ye are of your father the
devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do.
He was a murderer from the beginning, and
abode not in the truth, because there is no
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the
father of it” (John 8:44).

The greatest lie Satan has spread in
this generation is the teaching through
neo-evangelical professors of the Fuller
Seminary type. They proudly concede
that the Bible has “limited inerrancy.”
A corresponding subtle attack from even
greater heights of conceit (the sin that
brought Lucifer’s downfall) is to criticise
the Bible’s so-called “grammatical errors.”
Fancy a Greek professor picking on John’s
or Peter’s “uncouth” rhetoric when he
himself cannot stammer a kindergarten
rhyme in modern Greek. Let him say in
grammatical modern Greek, “Little Bo-peep
has lost her sheep, and doesn’t know
where to find them ….” After all, if Greek
scholarship is so profound, the koine
must be deepened by the classical and
broadened by the modern. And how much

Shakespearean English do these Greek
professors know if the King James Version
offers them a double superlative? Please let
them point out the grammatical error of Acts
26:5, “that after the most straitest sect of our
religion I lived a Pharisee.” How true is the
observation of Herbert Spencer, “When a
man’s knowledge is not in order, the more of
it he has, the greater will be his confusion.”
And better still is Paul’s verdict, “Knowledge
puffeth up, but charity edifieth. And if any man
think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth
nothing yet as he ought to know. But if any
man love God, the same is known of him” (1
Cor 8:1-3).

The Battle for the Bible

The Battle for the Bible is the life-and-
death struggle in our generation as never
before! It has been observed by Dr Charles
Woodbridge that there have been three periods
of great controversy between truth and error in
the course of Church history. The first period
occurred in the time of Constantine in the
controversy between Athanasius and Arius. It
came to a head at the Council of Nicea, 325
AD, when Arianism was condemned. It was a
fight over the person and deity of Christ. The
second period occurred in the sixteenth
century in Luther’s repudiation of popery. The
fight centred on the work of Christ, “for the
just shall live by faith.” The third period is
now, since “scholars” began to pick on the
Bible because they themselves are “blind”
(eighteenth century to this day). This attack is
on the Word of Christ. What is the main battle
the Council is waging? It is not so much
with Communism, or Ecumenism, or “Billy
Grahamism” as with the father of lies whose
work of mischief from the Garden of Eden to
this day is to destroy God’s Word.

The doctrine of the plenary, verbal
inspiration [and preservation] of Holy
Scripture is taught by none other than the
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. The classic
declaration on this doctrine of doctrines is
found in the famous Sermon on the Mount,
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law,

or the prophets: I am not come to destroy,
but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle
shall in no wise pass from the law, till all
be fulfilled” (Matt 5:17-18). Our Lord
guarantees His Word perfect and pure to the
last letter, “to the cross of a t and the dot of
an i,” if you would. Here is God’s standard,
like the “Stars and Stripes” over the fortress
at Baltimore flying high, to resist Satan’s
all-out onslaught. Here is the second
standard of the ICCC Doctrinal Statement,
resisting the foe of our faith. Truly our
Declaration on the Bible’s inerrancy,
infallibility, and supremacy has rallied all of
you sons of the faith throughout the world to
come here and stand with the Lord of Truth.
“Thou hast given a banner to them that fear
thee, that it may be displayed because of the
truth” (Ps 60:4).

For the strengthening of every seminary
and Bible college within our movement, let
me offer this declaration of Far Eastern
Bible College, Singapore, for mutual
encouragement: Far Eastern Bible College
deems the doctrine of the plenary, verbal
inspiration [and preservation] of Holy
Scripture, inerrant and infallible, to be the
cornerstone of all other doctrines. Every
member of the Board of Directors and
Faculty must, under solemn oath at a special
service held each year, subscribe to absolute
belief in this doctrine to the exclusion of the
latest neo-evangelical leaven of “limited
inerrancy” and so-called textual and
grammatical errors. These are Satan’s
newest tactics for discrediting the ever
everlasting and ever-living words “that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matt
4:4). As Satan constantly changes his tactics
in order to beguile, if possible, even the
elect, we declare that any question directed
against the person and work of Christ,
such as His deity, virgin birth, miracles,
substitutionary death, bodily resurrection,
and personal, visible return is deemed an
attack on the immaculate Lord Himself. Any
question posed against the Bible is deemed

an act of rebellion against the Triune God.

We affirm with Dean Burgon of Oxford
that “The Bible is none other than the voice of
Him that sitteth upon the throne. Every book
of it, every chapter of it, every verse of it,
every word of it, every syllable of it, every
letter of it, is direct utterance of the Most
High. The Bible is none other than the Word
of God, not some part of it more, some part of
it less, but all alike the utterance of Him who
sitteth upon the throne, faultless, unerring,
supreme.”

Which Bible?
(ICCC Resolutions on the Bible in Amsterdam

1998 and Jerusalem 2000)

“BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that
the International Council of Christian
Churches, assembled in the historic English
Reformed Church in Amsterdam, The
Netherlands, observing its 50th Anniversary,
August 11-15, 1998, urge all Bible-believing
churches worldwide to use only the
Authorised KING JAMES VERSION in their
services and in their teaching ministry, and
warn the followers of Christ against these
innumerable ‘new’ bibles which are not
translations at all, but revisions conforming to
the personal bias and views of those who have
originated them and who profiting by
commercial sales of such.”

“Believing the OT has been preserved in
the Masoretic Text and the NT in the Textus
Receptus, combined they gave us the complete
Word of God. The King James Version in
English has been faithfully translated from
these God-preserved manuscripts. … We the
International Council of Christian Churches
meeting in Jerusalem, 8-14 November 2000
strongly urge the churches in their pulpits and
people at large, to continue to use the time
honoured and faithful longer translations and
not the new shorter versions that follow in too
many places the short eclectic texts. These are
very similar to the shorter Westcott and Hort
texts that remove or cast doubt on so many
passages and words.”
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Sep 8 – 14, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Westminster Standards
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Romans

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
3.30 pm Adults Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
Catechism Class (Room 810)

10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be held
this Sat, Sep 13, 08 at 3.30pm in the home of Mr
and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Message: “Wait
on the Lord” by Rev Tan Kian Sing. Contact
Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held this Sat,
Sep 13, 08, at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home, Blk
835 Woodlands St 83 #12-113, 3.30pm. Program:
Bible Study on Acts by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo.
Contact William Teo at 91831150 for details.
FCM Combined Meeting on Sep 19 (Fri), 6.30pm
(dinner) followed by FCM Retreat on Sep 20 (Sat),
08. Messages on “Victory in Christ: Rising from
Spiritual Defeat” and “Vessels for Christ: Meet for
the Master’s Use” by Paul Ferguson. Venue:
Calvary Pandan BPC. Contact Jason at 90178213
for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 475
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Prov 1:1-33
Hymn No. 471
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 271
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text Joshua 24:14-15
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dennis Kwok
Sermon Revival of the Home

(Rev Dennis Kwok)
Closing Hymn No. 399
Benediction Rev Dennis Kwok

The Lord Will Work for Us As We
Contend for the Faith

Rev Dr Timothy Tow

(Adapted from the Bible-Presbyterian Banner,
January-February 1979)

Text: 1 Samuel 14:1-23

“The LORD will work for us: for there is
no restraint to the LORD to save by many or
by few” (1 Sam 14:6).

There is a clarion call from Jude exhorting
us to “earnestly contend for the faith.” Now,
we who contend for the faith have often been
taken for trouble-makers, disruptive elements
in the Church, Christians who have no love. In
this respect it is well for us to take stock if we
have broken the rules of contention. We must
contend for the faith because the Lord has
called us to, but we must not be contentious!
As Dr Maris says of Poole-Connor, we can

disagree with those who do not
keep His Word, but we must not be
disagreeable.

Nevertheless, to contend for the
faith is not only a New Testament
injunction, but an eternal one. Ever
since sin came into the world,
contention between good and
evil, right and wrong, truth and
falsehood, has been given by God to
His children in the working out of
His salvation plan. Has it not been
said since the judgement was given
in the Garden of Eden, “And I will
put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and
her seed: it shall bruise thy head,
and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen
3:15).

The perennial contention
between Israel and the heathen
tribes of Canaan, known as “the
wars of the Lord,” were necessary to
preserve the faith of their fathers.
That the young church in the time
of the Apostles was exhorted to
earnestly contend for the faith
was for the same purpose—the
preservation of their precious
salvation heritage. We see this
principle in action throughout
Church History to this present day.
“When the enemy shall come in like
a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall
raise up a standard against him”
(Isa 59:19).

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$10,869; USD1
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $500; BCEA
Tanzania $1,000; Ethiopia Missions $2,000;
Myanmar Orphanage $200; Sarawak Missions
$1,000, $500; Sim Swee Ho $500, $300, $300,
$200, $200, $150; FEBC Legal Fees $1,000; FEBC
Scholarship $3,000, $300; FEBC $800, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$22,919; USD1
Church Building Fund $5,000, $3,000, $700,
$500, $400, $300, $50 Total: S$818,412.27;
USD600

Sunday School Offering: $278.00

Verse for the Week: Whoso mocketh the poor
reproacheth his Maker: and he that is glad at
calamities shall not be unpunished. Prov 17:5

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Infant Baptism at Church Anniversary, Oct 5,
08. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng (Tel:
62541287/94754067).
5th Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch will be held
at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC, Oct
5, 08, 12.30pm. The subsidised rate for members
and regular worshippers is $15 per person including
children who sit at the big tables and $5 for children
buffet (age 11 years and under). For non-members,
it is $24. Come and praise the Lord on this happy
occasion.

YPF Camp 2008 will be held from Dec 15-20, 08.
Theme: Saved to Serve. Speaker: Pr Dennis
Kabingue. Venue: To be confirmed. More details
available later.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

Hien and Parents
(Rev Hien is an MDiv/ThM graduate of
FEBC, and the pastor of Brisbane BPC

in Australia)



In 1 Samuel 14:1-23, we see the
fortunes of Israel at a very low ebb.
Israel is groaning under the yoke of the
Philistines. In our contending for the
faith, let us admit we have our ups and
downs, times even of weariness and
depression. But Jonathan encouraged his
armour bearer, “There is no restraint to
the LORD to save by many or by few.”

Because Jonathan persevered, two
were able to overpower twenty, yea,
even put ten thousand to flight! A great
victory was won for Israel that day.
Today is a day of victory for the
20th [now 21st] Century Reformation
Movement in the Far East. But in this
victory we must not rest. It is only the
beginning. We must counter-attack! Too
long have we been inactive. But the
Lord’s command to His Church is “Go!”
Is this not the first of our injunctions
that make up the Great Commission?

Unless we go out for the Lord,
the battlefront lies static. The enemy
remains entrenched. Onward march!

In our future battles for the Lord, let
us learn to stand on our own feet. God’s
work must be pursued not by might and
power of human strength, but by His
Spirit. God’s work must be carried out
with what little we have, trusting Him to
provide. “There is no restraint to the
LORD to save by many or by few.” God
honours our faith, and all that is done in
His Name brings Him glory!

Similarly, it is exhorted to the
Church to take the Gospel to the ends of
the earth on the wings of love. God can
send His angels to preach the Word, but
no, He rather delights to use His feeble
children.

God’s work cannot be advanced but
by a willing, loving consecration and by

faith and perseverance in His strength.
Hence all the frightful and the timid ones
are told to remain at home. “Earnestly
contend for the faith” is an order given to
the faithful and courageous, and to those
who will persevere to the end. Amen.

Thanksgiving Testimonies

Selina Ho (Mrs Jonathan Tow)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It’s been almost two months since I’ve
been in the States. It is amazing how good
God is. Preparing to leave Singapore and
making the transition to live in the States
was not easy, emotionally or physically.
But the Lord in all His goodness sent me
so much help in the form of family, friends
and colleagues, that I felt that angels have
come to my aid. God sent me people who
had a heart and mind to help me whether it
was to get my visa done or managing my
apartment and car.

When I arrived in the States, it was
amazing how quickly I managed to get an
apartment—all within a timeframe of two
days. I was in New York with Jonathan
then, but my friend in DC helped me
secure a wonderful apartment right across
the road from my school—it’s reasonably
priced, furnished and I really appreciate
the location. The landlady is really nice
and the handover of the apartment went
without a hitch. The move from NY to DC
also went very smoothly, with Jonathan
making two trips with me from NY to help
me shift my things. Things in the States are
not as convenient as they are in Singapore,
so I really appreciated all the help I got.

In early August, I started pre-term in
Microeconomics. As part of getting my
degree, I have to do four econ courses.
Micro is the start of all these courses, and I
did pre-term in order to speed up the PhD
process. Not having dealt with economics

for almost twenty years, and being a
non-numeric person, you can just
imagine how stressed I was! I had to
finish two mid-term exam and one final
all within a month. (If I have taken
Micro during term time, I would have
three months to work on it, not one
month. So, it’s kind of a crash course.)
After the first week of school, I thought
I’m going to fail pre-term! I was in
dismay and began to wonder how I was
going to complete the degree if I can’t
deal with econ. But God saw me
through it. My final results just came in
a few days ago – I got a high pass,
which is A/A-. This is a miracle. The
month went by in a flash, but I can
really see God’s grace at work. As I was
struggling through econ, I told God that
I believe all is in His hands and He
should do what He deems fit for me. All
glory and honour to God!

Throughout these few months, I have
felt like the Psalmist who said, “But I
am poor and needy; yet the Lord
thinketh upon me: thou art my help and
my deliverer; make no tarrying, O my
God” (Ps 40:17).

I thank God that He is my safe
harbour, my constant companion and
my best friend. That with Him, I don’t
have to be strong but I can be as needy
and as weak as I truly am, without fear
of rejection or shame.

I thank you all for praying for
Jonathan and I. Please continue to pray
for us, and also to pray for me to find
a church where I can be spiritually
nourished and grow. I’ve tried out two
churches thus far, but it is difficult to
find a church that uses the KJV.

God bless and you are in my prayers.

Selina (Email, 29 Aug 08)

Rev Hien Gia Nguyen

Dear Dr Khoo

Thank God and praise the Lord for
hearing the humble prayers of His
children. Thank you for your prayers.
Yesterday morning, by God’s grace, I
delivered a message on regeneration and
sanctification by the Lord Himself and by
His Word, and our Lord was pleased to
use it to edify the hearers. The pastor and
those who shook hands with me thanked
God for the message. My brother and his
wife and children, and my sisters said that
the message is very good, touching and
edifying. Praise and thanks be to the Lord!

Thank God for blessing my days in
Canada with my parents and siblings. My
siblings have invited me to travel to
Quebec and other places, but I have
declined and said that I prefer spending
my time with my parents. I am really
happy and thankful to the Lord that my
parents and my single elder sister who
stays with my parents have faithfully kept
family worship every morning and they
always ask me to explain God’s Word
more to them. I am also glad that by
God’s grace I have done some repairs
around their house. Time has gone by so
fast and I shall fly back to Brisbane this
Thursday and arrive there on Saturday. I
do appreciate your prayers for my safe
journey back home.

Please kindly find attached my photo
with my parents (my father is 80 years old
and my mother 79 years old) and my
photo in front of First Baptist Church.

May God strengthen you and sustain
you and Rev Tow, Mrs Tow and your
family and mightily preserve FEBC.

Faithfully yours in Christ

Hien Nguyen (Email, 11 Aug 08)
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Sep 15 – 21, 2008) 

MON 7.30 pm The Westminster Standards 
  (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Romans 
  (Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy) 
FRI 8.00 pm  Prayer Meeting 
  RELC, Level 6  
  Room 602, Paterson Room 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
  Catechism Class (Room 810) 
 10.30 am   Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)  
 

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be held 
this Sat, Sep 20, 08 at 3.30pm in the home of Mr 
and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Message: 
“What is Predestination?” by Rev Dr Quek Suan 
Yew. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.  
FCM Combined Meeting on Sep 19 (Fri), 6.30pm 
(dinner) followed by FCM Retreat on Sep 20 (Sat), 
08. Messages on “Victory in Christ: Rising from 
Spiritual Defeat” and “Vessels for Christ: Meet for 
the Master’s Use” by Paul Ferguson. Venue: 
Calvary Pandan BPC. Register at www.fcm.sg/ 
retreat. Closing Date: Sep 17, 08. Fee: $5. Contact 
Jason at 90178213 for details. 
YPF Camp 2008 will be held from Dec 15-20, 08. 
Theme: Saved to Serve. Speaker: Pr Dennis 
Kabingue. Venue: To be confirmed. More details 
available later.  
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Opening Hymn No. 8 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Isaiah 53 
Hymn No. 278 
Announcements 
Offering & Hymn No. 431 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Scripture Text Rom 1:16-22, Heb 11:6  
Sermon                         God’s Problem? 
  (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
Closing Hymn No. 186 
 (Lord’s Supper) 
Benediction  Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

Biblical Preservation 
(B. B. Warfield and the Reformation 

Doctrine of the Providential Preservation 
of the Biblical Text: A Paper by the 

American Presbyterian Church) 
The orthodox, the Reformation, the 

Westminster doctrine of the Scriptures has at 
least two key points. The first is that the 
Scriptures are the inspired, inerrant, word of 
God. The second, less well known, but equally 
important is God’s preservation of these inspired 
Scriptures throughout history for the benefit of 
his church. As the Westminster divines stated 
it,    

The Old Testament in Hebrew (which was the 
native language of the people of God of old) and 
the New Testament in Greek (which at the time 
of the writing of it was most generally known to 
the nations), being immediately inspired by God 
and by his singular care and providence kept 
pure in all ages, are therefore authentical, so as 

in all controversies of religion the
Church is finally to appeal unto them.
(WCOF, Ch. 1, Sect. 8).     

The Westminster divines did not
invent this doctrine or dream it up
as a necessary support for any
doctrine of the Scriptures. Rather they
supported this doctrine of the divine
preservation of the Scriptures with an
abundance of Scripture proofs. Some
of the proof-texts for this doctrine
are…   

For verily I say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the
law, till all be fulfilled. Matthew
5:18    

The words of the LORD are pure
words: as silver tried in a furnace of
earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt
keep them, O LORD, thou shalt
preserve them from this generation
for ever. Psalm 12:6-7   

As for me, this is my covenant with
them, saith the LORD; My spirit that
is upon thee, and my words which I
have put in thy mouth, shall not
depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the
mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the
LORD, from henceforth and for ever.
Isaiah 59:21  

The grass withereth, the flower
fadeth: but the word of our God shall
stand for ever. Isaiah 40:8  

Being born again, not of

 

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: S$18,115; HKD0.10 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200, 
$200; FEBC Students’ Anniversary Lunch $210; 
FEBC Students $150; Sim Swee Ho $100; Wendy 
Teng $200; FEBC Bookroom $33; FEBC 
Scholarship $100; FEBC $500 
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
S$20,008; HKD0.10 
Church Building Fund $200, $200, $100 Total: 
S$818,912.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $232.00 
Verse for the Week: Children’s children are the 
crown of old men; and the glory of children are 
their fathers. Prov 17:6 
Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far 
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road. 
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1 
Kings under Elder Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am. All 
are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from 
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm. 
Infant Baptism at Church Anniversary, Oct 5, 
08. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng (Tel: 
62541287/94754067). 
5th Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch will be 
held at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, 
RELC, Oct 5, 08, 12.30pm. The subsidised rate for 
members and regular worshippers is $15 per person 
including children who sit at the big tables and $5 
for children buffet (age 11 years and under). For 
non-members, it is $24. Come and praise the Lord 
on this happy occasion.  
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength. 

"For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The 
grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: But the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto 

you." (1 Pet 1:24-25) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by
the word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever.  For all flesh is as grass, and all
the glory of man as the flower of grass.
The grass withereth, and the flower
thereof falleth away: But the word of the
Lord endureth for ever. And this is the
word which by the gospel is preached unto
you. 1 Peter 1:23-25    

Both of these doctrines are crucial for
the Church of Jesus Christ. And they stand
or fall together. After all, there is no
purpose in maintaining that God preserved
some uninspired scriptures that are neither
infallible nor inerrant. Similarly, it is
meaningless to contend that the Church
once possessed an inspired and infallible
Bible, but it was not providentially
preserved and has been lost and the best
we now have is a corrupted facsimile. Yet,
the latter is exactly the position that
Warfield took. So ultimately, although
Warfield contended for an inspired and
inerrant Bible, it was a meaningless
struggle. He could only attribute inerrancy
to the original autographs which have long
been lost. He could not say that we today
have an inerrant and infallible Bible.    

Warfield held to the current theories
of rationalistic textual criticism. These
theories held that the true text of the New
Testament has been lost and may or may
not be recoverable. How did Warfield
attempt to reconcile his views with respect
to the preservation of the Scriptures? How
can one reconcile the view that God has
providentially preserved his word in all
ages with the theories of textual criticism?
Westcott and Hort, the leading textual
critics of his day, believed that the Bible
was corrupted in the 4th century. They
believed that it remained in this corrupted
state for over 1500 years. They taught that
only in the late 19th century, through the
science of rationalistic textual criticism,
was the process of reconstructing the true

text of the New Testament even begun.
They taught that until the discovery of
some of the oldest manuscripts of the New
Testament text such as Codex Sinaiticus
and Codex Vaticanus, the real text had
been hopelessly lost. Warfield’s response
to this dilemma that placed him at
odds with the orthodox doctrine, the
Reformation doctrine, and the statements
of the Confession, was to attempt to
synthesize the two. He took the view
that it was through the science of
rationalistic textual criticism that God
was providentially preserving his text.
That this involved him in hopeless
contradictions was pointed out by Edward
F. Hills, that great defender of the Textus
Receptus. Hills writes,    

“(3) Are naturalistic New Testament
textual critics providentially guided?
Many conservatives have adopted the
theory that it is through textual criticism,
and especially through the textual
criticism of Westcott and Hort, that
Christ has fulfilled his promise always to
preserve in His Church the True New
Testament Text. In regard to this matter
J. H. Skilton (1946) writes as follows:
“Textual Criticism, in God’s providence,
is the means provided for ascertaining
the true text of the Bible.” And half a
century earlier Dr. B. B. Warfield (1893)
expressed himself in a very similar
manner. “In the sense of the Westminster
Confession, therefore, the multiplication
of copies of the Scriptures, the several
early efforts towards the revision of the
text, the raising up of scholars in our own
day to collect and collate manuscripts,
and to reform them on scientific
principles—of our Tischendorfs and
Tregelleses, and Westcotts and Horts—are
all parts of God’s singular care and
providence in preserving His inspired
Word pure.”  

Dr. B. B. Warfield was an outstanding

defender of the orthodox Christian faith,
so much so that one hesitates to criticize
him in any way. Certainly no Bible-
believing Christian would wish to say
anything disrespectful concerning so
venerable a Christian scholar. But
nevertheless it is a fact that Dr. Warfield’s
thinking was not entirely unified. Through
his mind ran two separate trains of thought
which not even he could join together.
The one train of thought was dogmatic,
going back to the Protestant Reformation.
When following this train of thought Dr.
Warfield regarded Christianity as true.
The other train of thought was apologetic,
going back to the rationalistic viewpoint
of the 18th century. When following this
train of thought Dr. Warfield regarded
Christianity as merely probable. And this
same divided outlook was shared by
Dr. Warfield’s colleagues at Princeton
Seminary and by conservative theologians
and scholars generally throughout the 19th

and early 20th century. Even today this
split-level thinking is still a factor to be
reckoned with in conservative circles,
although in far too many instances it has
passed over into modernism. 

Dr. Warfield’s treatment of the New
Testament text illustrates this cleavage in
his thinking. In the realm of dogmatics he
agreed with the Westminster Confession
that the New Testament text had been
“kept pure in all ages” by God’s “singular
care and providence,” but in the realm of
New Testament textual criticism he agreed
with Westcott and Hort in ignoring God’s
providence and even went so far as to
assert that the same methods were to be
applied to the text of the New Testament
that would be applied to the text of a
morning newspaper. It was to bridge the
gap between his dogmatics and his
New Testament textual criticism that
he suggested that God had worked
providentially through Tischendorf,

Tregelles, and Westcott and Hort to
preserve the New Testament text. But this
suggestion leads to conclusions which are
extremely bizarre and inconsistent. It would
have us believe that during the manuscript
period orthodox Christians corrupted the
New Testament text, that the text used by
the Protestant Reformers was the worst of
all, and that the True Text was not restored
until the 19th century, when Tregelles
brought it forth out of the Pope’s library,
when Tischendorf rescued it from a waste
basket on Mt. Sinai, and when Westcott
and Hort were providentially guided to
construct a theory of it which ignores God’s
special providence and treats the text of the
New Testament like the text of any other
ancient book. But if the True New
Testament Text was lost for 1500 years,
how can we be sure that it has ever been
found again?”  (Edward F. Hills, The King
James Version Defended, The Christian
Research Press, 1973, pp. 109-110.)     

The results in the 20th Century of Dr.
Warfield’s thinking has been disastrous.
It has left him and his followers with an
emasculated theory of inspiration that
applies only to the lost autographs. It has
left the church without the conviction
that it truly possesses the inerrant,
inspired word of God today. It has sunk
evangelicalism into the morass and
quicksand of textual criticism. It has left the
church at the mercy of a high priesthood of
secular textual critics who will instruct her
on what parts of the Bible are God’s words
and what parts should be emended or
deleted per the latest textual theories. It is
the prime reason why at many evangelical
colleges and seminaries any meaningful
belief in the inerrancy and inspiration of the
Scriptures is dead.  

(Source: http://www.americanpresbyterian
church.org/preservation.htm; used with
permission.) 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Sep 22 – 28, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Westminster Standards
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm The Book of Romans
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
Catechism Class (Room 810)

10.30 am Worship (Dr S H Tow)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat
(Sep 27, 08). Time: 4pm. Venue: Berean BPC,
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender
MRT at 3.15pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
Family Bible Study Fellowship this Sat (Sep 27,
08) at Mr and Mrs Bernard Tee’s place, 11
Greenwood Lane, Singapore 287001, 5.30pm.
Tel: 96780319. Message: “Living in Knowledge
and in the Word of Faith” by Rev Dr Prabhudas
Koshy. Contact Edward at 93887328 for details.
Ladies Fellowship Meeting on Oct 1, 08, Wed,
11am at Bible Witness Media Bookroom, Blk
531 Hong Lim Complex, #02-48. Speaker: Rev
Dennis Kwok. Topic: “Foolish Virgins”. Lunch
at restaurant nearby, to be confirmed. All are
welcome. Contact Judith at 96729973 for details.
At the Book Table: Get your copy of George
Skariah’s doctoral dissertation on the perfect
preservation of Scripture (FEBC, 2005): $10.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Eld J T Joseph
Opening Hymn No. 1
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 111
Hymn No. 236
Announcements
Special Number Deborah & Judith
Offering & Hymn No. 387
Offertory Prayer Eld J T Joesph
Scripture Text Luke 12:22-40
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew
Sermon Fear Not Little Flock!

(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
Closing Hymn No. 336
Benediction Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

WHY I KEEP TALKING ABOUT THE
TEXT/PRESERVATION ISSUE

Dr Kent Brandenburg
Pastor, Bethel Baptist Church, El Sobrante,

California, USA

so I’m burrowing my way in? This wouldn’t be the
way to become “in,” and I don’t need to say,
“Believe me.” You already know that.

This isn’t a one string banjo with
me. I like talking about it, because I
think it’s important, but anyone who is
a member of our church knows that I
preach on Isaiah Sunday mornings, just
starting Luke on Wednesday evenings,
and Old Testament historical books on
Sunday night. I’m not a pet-peeve
preacher. This isn’t one. I believe,
however, that it is crucial and I want to
explain exactly why. I care about all the
right doctrine—the gospel, Jesus Christ,
sanctification, the church, prophecy—
but this one is foundational to all other
doctrines. Why? It relates to the
authority of Scripture.

John Feinberg, quoted in Norman
Geisler’s book, Inerrancy, writes: “I
have never been able to understand
how one can be justified in claiming
absolute authority for the Scriptures
and at the same time deny their
inerrancy. This seems to be the height
of epistemological nonsense and
confusion. Let me try to illustrate the
point. Suppose that I have an Amtrak
railroad schedule. In describing its use
to you, I tell you that it is filled with
numerous errors but that it is absolutely
authoritative and trustworthy. I think
you would be extremely dubious. At
least the schedule would have one thing
going for it; it declares itself to be
subject to change without notice.”

I give you that quote, because
he explains well the importance of
inerrancy to the authority of Scripture.
This is why Richard Capel, one of the
Westminster divines, wrote this in
1658: “And to the like purpose is that

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$10,299.20; RM2
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Sim Swee
Ho $100; Wendy Teng $100, $100; FEBC
Bookroom $33; FEBC Scholarship $100; FEBC
$400, $400, $200
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$11,932.20; RM2
Church Building Fund $700, $100, $100 Total:
S$819,812.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $370.00

Verse for the Week: Excellent speech becometh not
a fool: much less do lying lips a prince. Prov 17:7

A Writ of Summons dated 15 September 2008 has
been issued by Life B-P Church against the Board of
Directors of FEBC (the 1st to 9th Defendants): (1)
Dr Jeffrey Khoo, (2) Dr Quek Suan Yew, (3) Dr
Prabhudas Koshy, (4) Dr Tow Siang Yeow, (5) Dr
Timothy Tow Siang Hui, (6) Dr Boaz Boon, (7)
Wee Hian Kok, (8) Rev Koa Keng Woo, and (9)
Rev Stephen Khoo. The Statement of Claim #3
states, “This is an action to restrain the Defendants
from occupying, possessing or otherwise using the
designated part of the Plaintiff’s premises at 9 and
9A Gilstead Road (hereinafter referred to as
the ‘designated part of the Church Property’)
purportedly to operate the College or in any other
manner whatsoever.” Let us remain prayerful for
God’s deliverance.
Infant Baptism at Church Anniversary, Oct 5,
08. Please register with Miss Wendy Teng (Tel:
62541287/94754067).

5th Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch will be held
at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC, Oct
5, 08, 12.30pm. The subsidised rate for members
and regular worshippers is $15 per person including
children who sit at the big tables and $5 for children
buffet (age 11 years and under). For non-members,
it is $24. Come and praise the Lord on this happy
occasion.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

Conservative evangelicals (like Phil
Johnson and John MacArthur) argue almost ad
infinitum in blogs and books against the
emergents, while their own beliefs about the
trustworthiness of the words of our modern
text are at the foundation of this very denial.
It’s a tough admission, because I think that
they are sincere about “truth” and really don’t
want to separate from Words, but once we
admit we have a percentage of error in the
Words of Scripture, pop goes the authority.

This should give you a taste as to why it is

that I am so concerned about all this. This strikes
right at Christian living and loyalty to Jesus
Christ. And this is not all of it. They twist
Scripture to keep their textual criticism intact.
They give new meanings to the words of
Scripture. And then it doesn’t matter so much any
more what you do. After all, how can anyone be
sure? Well, don’t believe it. Instead, believe what
God has said about the perfect preservation of
His Word. It’s the truth, after all.

(Source: http://kentbrandenburg.blogspot.com;
used with permission.)

I should be doing
more evangelism. I
can’t disagree there.
I need psychoanalysis
because I’m obsessing
about the text/
preservation issue.
That’s not true,
although some would
say it. Am I feeling
left out of the
conversation because
of what I believe about
perfect preservation,
so I’m burrowing my



observation, that the two Tables written
immediately by Moses and the Prophets, and
the Greek Copies immediately penned by the
Apostles, and Apostolical men are all lost, or
not to be made use of, except by a very few.
And that we have none in Hebrew or Greek,
but what are transcribed. Now transcribers are
ordinary men, subject to mistake, may faile,
having no unerring spirit to hold their hands in
writing.”

Speaking of these types of statements,
Capel immediately writes: “These be terrible
blasts, and do little else when they meet with a
weak head and heart, but open the doore to
Atheisme and quite to fling off the bridle,
which onely can hold them and us in the wayes
of truth and piety: this is to fill the conceits of
men with evil thoughts against the Purity of the
Originals: And if the Fountains run not clear,
the Translation cannot be clean.”

Do you see what Richard Capel is saying in
1658? This teaching that we do not have a
supernaturally preserved text leads to atheism.
He says also that without the Divine authority
of a perfect, preserved edition of Scripture, the
bridle of God’s Word is thrown off, so that
men will not live in truth and in piety. He is
saying that if the original text isn’t pure, then
the translation certainly is not. If you take the
Feinberg quote above and you apply it to the
original manuscripts alone, you still have a
major problem with Biblical authority.

So Does What Capel Said Really
Happen?

The Capel warning is fleshed out years
later in the testimony of Bart Ehrman. He
professes that this is the exact reason why he
pushed the eject button on Christianity. He
talks of the tell-tale moment in the introduction
to his book, Misquoting Jesus: “This was a
compelling problem. It was the words of
scripture themselves that God had inspired.
Surely we have to know what those words were
if we want to know how he had communicated
to us. ... I kept reverting to my basic question:
how does it help us to say that the Bible is the
inerrant word of God if in fact we don’t have
the words that God inerrantly inspired, but

only the words copied by scribes—sometimes
correctly but sometimes (many times!)
incorrectly? What good is it to say that the
autographs (i.e., the originals) were inspired?
We don’t have the originals! ... This became a
problem for my view of inspiration, for I
came to realize that it would have been no
more difficult for God to preserve the words
of scripture than it would have been for him
to inspire them in the first place.”

Benjamin Warfield Knew Too,
As Does Daniel Wallace

Benjamin Warfield understood the
trajectory that textual criticism would take on
the authority of Scripture and, therefore, the
faith of men, so he reinvented the doctrine of
preservation and became the first publicly to
tie inerrancy to the original manuscripts only.
He attempted to remove the doctrine of
inerrancy from the Bible that we actually
have and use.

Now men like Daniel Wallace, professor
at Dallas Theological Seminary and author of
an advanced Greek grammar that is used all
over the country, deny that Scripture teaches
its own preservation and move inerrancy to
a secondary or tertiary doctrine. Wallace
explains in a recent interview at Evangelical
Textual Criticism: “For example, I am not
convinced that the Bible speaks of its own
preservation. That doctrine was first
introduced in the Westminster Confession, but
it is not something that can be found in
scripture. But with the rise of postmodern
approaches to biblical studies, where all
views are created equal, it seems that
theology is having a role in the discussion. ...
What I tell my students every year is that it is
imperative that they pursue truth rather than
protect their presuppositions. And they need
to have a doctrinal taxonomy that
distinguishes core beliefs from peripheral
beliefs. When they place more peripheral
doctrines such as inerrancy and verbal
inspiration at the core, then when belief in
these doctrines start to erode, it creates a
domino effect: One falls down, they all fall
down. It strikes me that something like this

may be what happened to Bart Ehrman ... [I]f
inerrancy goes, everything else begins to
erode. I would say that if inerrancy is elevated
to the status of a prime doctrine, that’s when
one gets on a slippery slope. But if a student
views doctrines as concentric circles, with the
cardinal doctrines occupying the center, then if
the more peripheral doctrines are challenged,
this does not have an effect on the core.”

Do you see how that inerrancy has moved
to the back seat with Daniel Wallace? He is
trying to coordinate his theology with his
textual criticism and it fails. Rather than
believe in a perfect text, instead he unloads
first the doctrine of preservation of Scripture
and then he downscales his doctrine of
inerrancy.

Wallace smacks of something totally
different than what we read of Samuel
Rutherford, in A Free Disputation Against
Pretended Liberty of Conscience, in 1649:
“Though the Letter of the Scripture be not the
Word alone, yet the Letter with the true sense
and meaning of it, is the Word. ... So if ye
destroy the Letter of the Scripture, you do
destroy the Scripture; and if you do deny the
Letter, how is it possible that you should attain
to the true sense thereof, when the Sense lies
wrapped up in the Letters, and the words
thereof?”

So New Definitions and a Fake History
Are Invented

One of the new ways that the MVO
(Multiple Versions Only) men are explaining
themselves into some kind of inerrancy for our
modern Bibles is by redefining error. You can
see that Rutherford tied error into the letters of
Scripture, of course, in fitting with the “jot”
and “tittle” of Jesus in Matthew 5:18. That is
the historic view.

The authors of God’s Word in Our Hands,
The Mind of God to the Mind of Man, The
King James Only Sect, The King James
Version Debate, Only One Bible?, and God’s
Word Preserved would all want you to believe
that God’s “Word” is preserved. The emphasis
is on the singular “Word.” They say that we

have authority in Scripture because we have
Truth in the Words, essentially taking a
conceptual preservation of Scripture, where the
message and the doctrines are what is really
important, separating the teaching of Scripture
from the actual Words. Do you see where all of
this heads? Well, it’s not all.

Some of them in fitting with this new view
of preservation also have developed some
novel interpretations of the harmony of the
gospel statements of the Lord Jesus Christ.
They teach an ipsissima vox position that says
that we are not reading the Lord Jesus, but
actually a paraphrase of Him. You see, they
say, the very Words don’t matter, as long as
we get the message. They will defend this
position and use it to defend only the “Truth”
being preserved. Before long, just like with
Wallace, the inerrancy of the originals won’t
matter either. All of Scripture is inspired, but
not verbally. The authority of Scripture is
gone.

I can’t judge the MVO reasoning, but they
want you to believe that their position is
historical. Of the modern, “fundamental,”
MVO books, most of them have a huge chunk
dedicated to telling a history of their position,
which by their own admission is a little over
100 years old. They quote essentially modern
fundamentalists stretching back to the late 19th

century to show that they have a historical
view. Then they spend an equal amount of
space to make the position you read above
in Capel and Rutherford to look like its
something brand new that originated in the 20th

century. All of this is either purposeful
deception or ignorance. They argue adamantly
that they have an old position. To use the
words of Mike Harding, “It is laughable if it
were not so serious in its consequences.”

And So What Else Happens?
Some have already taken these modern

“fundamental” and “evangelical” beliefs to
their next logical conclusion. They don’t think
we can be so certain about the teachings of
Scripture, so what really matters is that we
have a “conversation” about the Bible itself.
This is the mantra of the “emerging church.”
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Sep 29 – Oct 5, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Westminster Standards
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

WED 11.00 am Ladies Fellowship
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Romans

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am 5th Anniversary Thanksgiving
Service (Dr S H Tow)
Korean Service (Room 503)

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this
Wed, Oct 1, 08 at 11am. Venue: Bible Witness
Media Bookroom, Blk 531 Hong Lim Complex,
#02-48. Speaker: Rev Dennis Kwok. Topic:
“Foolish Virgins”. Lunch at restaurant nearby, to
be confirmed. All are welcome. Contact Judith at
96729973 for details.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Elder and Mrs Koh Kim Song
this Fri, Oct 3, 08 at 8pm. Address: 57 Mimosa
View, Singapore 805637. Tel: 94355582.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Oct 4, 08 at 3.30pm in the home of
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Program:
Bible Study on Ruth by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew.
Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 348
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 80
Hymn No. 164
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 349
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text 1 Tim 6:6-19
Pastoral Prayer Dr S H Tow
Sermon The Love of Money

(Dr S H Tow)
Closing Hymn No. 56
Benediction Dr S H Tow

God’s Problem?
(A message delivered by Dr Jeffrey Khoo at

True Life BPC on September 14, 2008)

Important Question—Why We Suffer.

Who is Bart Ehrman?
Bart Ehrman is James A Gray distinguished

professor of the Christian Religion at the
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, USA.
He is someone who professes to know the Bible

and theology inside and out. But his
story is quite a sad and tragic one. He
testified how he became a “born again”
fundamentalist as a teenager, and
believed in the total infallibility and
inerrancy of Scripture. His commitment
to the Christian faith led him to study
theology at Moody Bible Institute, a
fundamentalist school. Later he studied
the New Testament and Greek at
Wheaton College, a neo-evangelical
school. At Wheaton, he began to
question the inerrancy of Scripture
when one of his teachers commented
that the Bible contains mistakes. Finally
he went to a notoriously liberal
seminary—Princeton Theological
Seminary—where the inerrancy of
Scripture is totally denied. At Princeton,
his study of historical criticism and
textual criticism under unregenerate
professors like Bruce Metzger led him
to reject that Jesus Christ is God and
Saviour altogether. Here is a man who
started off as a fundamentalist, became
a neo-evangelical, degenerated into a
liberal, and ended up an agnostic!

Actually it is quite ironical that
Ehrman should call himself an agnostic
because an agnostic is one who says
God cannot be known and His existence
cannot be proven. If Ehrman was asked
this question—Does God exist?—he
would say, “I don’t know, but if He
does exist, we cannot know who or
what He is.” Despite his learned
ignorance about God, Ehrman says he
knows one thing for sure, “This God, if
He exists, cannot be Jesus Christ, or the
God of the Bible.” Now, how can

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$9,461.30; RM250
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Jeffrey
Khoo $100; Missions $1,000; Anniversary Lunch
for FEBC Students $720; Fransiska (FEBC) $50;
Josias (FEBC) $50; Leakena (FEBC) $50; Rebecca
(FEBC) $50; Titus (FEBC) $50; Sim Swee Ho
$100, $100; FEBC Scholarship $100; FEBC $450
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$12,481.30; RM250
Church Building Fund $500, $100, $50 Total:
S$820,462.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $144.00

Verse for the Week: A gift is as a precious stone in
the eyes of him that hath it: whithersoever it turneth,
it prospereth. Prov 17:8

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1
Kings under Elder Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.
5th Anniversary Thanksgiving Service next
Sunday (Oct 5, 10.30am) followed by thanksgiving
lunch at the Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant,
RELC, 12.30pm. Let us praise the Lord on this
happy occasion.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit Panjang.
Please meet at Blk 133 Cashew Road at 2.30pm. For
details, please contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.
We extend our deepest condolences to Mrs Patricia
Joseph and family on the home-going of her beloved
mother on Sep 21, 08.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

themselves to be wise, they became fools”
(Rom 1:22); “Ever learning, and never able to
come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim
3:7). Ehrman has become too clever for his
own good.

Logic of Faith
Let us not end up like Ehrman who “lost

his faith” (theologically speaking, he never had
it in the first place). Let us make sure we have
the right starting point which is faith in God’s
Word. In all our thinking and reasoning,
we must begin and end with God’s Word,
believing in all that it says without question,
without doubt. Faith is “God says it, that
settles it, I believe it.”

God’s Word is 100% perfect, without any
mistake, forever infallible and inerrant to the
last syllable and letter, even today. How do we
know this? God says it in Psalm 12:6-7, “The
words of the LORD are pure words: as silver
tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven
times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou

shalt preserve them from this generation for
ever.” Jesus said, “For verily I say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled”
(Matt 5:18). “Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my words shall not pass away” (Matt 24:35).

Applying the logic of faith based on God’s
truthful words and promises, we believe that the
Bible was not only very pure in the beginning, but
also very pure today. By so believing, we are very
sure of the 100% inspired and 100% preserved
words of God—what they are and where they are.
We are very sure of who God is. He is none other
than our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
who “died for our sins according to the
scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day according to the
scriptures” (1 Cor 15:3-4).

Let us then live by faith in Christ and His
words, and not by “science” or “scholarship” so
called. “Let God be true, but every man a liar”
(Rom 3:4).

God’s Problem
(HarperCollins
Publishers, 2008) is
the title of a book
written by Bart
Ehrman. We human
beings have problems,
but God has a
“problem”? What then
is “God’s problem”?
The subtitle of the
book answers: How
the Bible Fails to
Answer Our Most
Important Question—



Ehrman know this for sure if in his mind God
cannot be known in the first place? It begs the
question: How can you know what something
is not when you do not know what it is? Well,
this is the self-refuting and self-defeating
thinking of Bart Ehrman. God describes such
thinkers well, “Professing themselves to be
wise, they became fools” (Rom 1:22).

Ehrman began his treatise on “God’s
Problem” by asking this question, “If there is
an all-powerful and loving God in this world,
why is there so much excruciating pain and
unspeakable suffering?”

Why Suffering?
No one denies that suffering is a fact of

life. Why is there so much suffering in this
world? Where is God in all this? What is He
doing about it? Where are the answers? Only
God has the answers and He has given us the
answers in His Word. The Bible tells us that
suffering in this world is due to a number of
reasons: the primary reason being Sin. God
created this world very good, but man made it
very bad by sinning against God (Rom 5:12).
Our first parents—Adam and Eve—broke
God’s law by eating the forbidden fruit (Gen
2:16-17, 3:1-7). Their sin and disobedience
plunged the whole of humanity into misery,
pain and death (Gen 3:16-19, Rom 6:23).
Human beings throughout the ages experience
suffering because they are living in a sin-
cursed world which is populated by sinful
people who are bound by sinful thoughts and
feelings and bent on doing sinful things
(Rom 3:10-18). No one is innocent; all without
exception are guilty (Rom 3:23). God, being
holy and just, has to condemn and punish
sinners, and the judgement began from the
time man fell in the Garden, and continues
until the present, and will end in the fiery
destruction of world, and the casting of the
finally impenitent into the lake of fire for all
eternity (2 Pet 3:7-12, Rev 20:11-15). “It is a
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God” (Heb 10:31).

The Bible makes it very clear that the
problem of suffering is man’s problem, not
God’s. Ehrman keeps questioning why the
wicked prosper and the innocent suffer? Why

do bad things happen to good people? But in
God’s sight and by His standard, no one is
good or innocent. “As it is written, There is
none righteous, no, not one: There is none
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh
after God. They are all gone out of the way,
they are together become unprofitable; there
is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their
throat is an open sepulchre; with their
tongues they have used deceit; the poison of
asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full
of cursing and bitterness: Their feet are swift
to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in
their ways: And the way of peace have they
not known: There is no fear of God before
their eyes. … For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:10-23).

Ehrman’s Problem
Who is good? Only God is good and just;

all men are bad and wicked. No matter how
good any man might appear outwardly, God
sees the heart (1 Sam 16:7), and God tells us,
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jer
17:9). Nonetheless, in Ehrman’s mind, there
are good people who do not deserve the pain
and misery that they go through. Although
there are other biblical reasons why bad
things do happen to good people (e.g. Job), he
questions why God permits suffering and
does not intervene to punish the wicked and
deliver the righteous immediately. For this
reason, Ehrman feels that the God of the
Bible cannot be truly almighty, loving and
good since He does not intervene to stop all
the suffering right here, right now.

The problem of suffering has led Ehrman
to lose his faith. What Ehrman thinks is
“God’s Problem” is actually his very own,
which is the problem of not believing what
God has said in His written words. He
confessed, “I came to a point where I could
no longer believe … I realized that I could no
longer reconcile the claims of faith with the
facts of life. I could no longer explain how
there can be a good and all-powerful God
actively involved with this world, given the
state of things. For many people who inhabit
this planet, life is a cesspool of misery and

suffering. I came to the point where I simply
could not believe that there is a good and kindly
disposed Ruler who is in charge of it.”

Ehrman’s problem is the same problem of
many unbelieving people who do not believe the
whole Bible to be the 100% perfect Word of God
without any mistake to the last word and letter,
and therefore absolutely and supremely
authoritative in all matters of faith and life.
Ehrman himself confessed that he sees the Bible
as “a very human book with all the marks of
having come from human hands: discrepancies,
contradictions, errors, ….”

In an earlier book of his titled—Misquoting
Jesus—he argued, “If one wants to insist that
God inspired the very words of scripture, what
would be the point if we don’t have the very
words of scripture? … This became a problem
for my view of inspiration, for I came to realize
that it would have been no more difficult for God
to preserve the words of scripture than it would
have been for him to inspire them in the first
place. If he wanted his people to have his words,
surely he would have given them to them. …
The fact that we don’t have the words surely
must show, I reasoned, that he did not preserve
them for us. And if he didn’t perform that
miracle, there seemed to be no reason to think
that he performed the earlier miracle of inspiring
those words.” In Ehrman, we see a clear case of
how the logic of unbelief in denying the Biblical
doctrine of Verbal Plenary Preservation (VPP)
would naturally and eventually result in a denial
of the doctrine of Verbal Plenary Inspiration
(VPI) of Scripture.

God’s Solution to Man’s Problem
How do we respond to Ehrman’s attack on

VPI and VPP? The only biblical way to respond
to such an attack is to quote the Scriptures, “let
God be true, but every man a liar” (Rom 3:4).
We will all become like Ehrman if we do not live
by faith, and faith alone (sola fide). The sinner or
the unbeliever lives by sight, or by “science” so
called—“I see in order to believe.” But the saint
or the child of God lives by faith, “For therein is
the righteousness of God revealed from faith to
faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”
(Rom 1:7). If we want to see and know God, we
must begin with faith, “I believe in order to see.”

And the Christian faith is not blind because it
is based on the truth. What is truth? God’s
Word is truth (John 17:17). How can we know
the truth about origins: how did the world
begin, and where did we come from? It is only
by faith, “Through faith we understand that
the worlds were framed by the word of God, so
that things which are seen were not made of
things which do appear” (Heb 11:3). We
simply believe the words of our Creator who
said that He created the whole universe out of
nothing by the power of His Word in the space
of six literal 24-hour days, and all very good
(Gen 1).

Without the light of God’s Word, and
without believing in the integrity and veracity
of God’s Word, man will only misinterpret the
facts and evidences in the world. Man in his
intellectual folly thinks that he comes from the
apes. He thinks that since he looks like them,
he must be in some way related or linked to
them. Therefore, based on human observation
and reasoning, the apes must have been man’s
ancestors. Thanks to evolution, human beings
are actually glorified monkeys! It is no wonder
God says this of sinful men, “Because that,
when they knew God, they glorified him not as
God, neither were thankful; but became vain in
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise,
they became fools, And changed the glory of
the uncorruptible God into an image made
like to corruptible man, and to birds, and
fourfooted beasts, and creeping things” (Rom
1:21-23).

The only way to please God is by faith,
“But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek him” (Heb 11:6). We must
begin with faith and we must end with faith if
we are to live and not be lost forever.

The problem with Ehrman is his blindness
towards God and His Truth because of His
intellectual pride. He gives his own distorted
definition of who and what God is; and when
his own idea about God does not square
with his worldview, he blames God and finds
fault with His claims. Indeed, “Professing
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Oct 6 – 12, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Westminster Standards
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm The Book of Romans
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
Adults Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Oct 11, 08 at 3.30pm in the home of
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Message:
“Choosing Friends” by Dn Paul Cheng. Contact
Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held this Sat,
Oct 11, 08, at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home,
Blk 835 Woodlands St 83 #12-113, 3.30pm.
Program: Bible Study on Acts by Rev Dr Jeffrey
Khoo. Contact William Teo at 91831150 for
details.
At the Book Table: Members and visitors are
entitled to a free copy of pastor’s autobiography
Son of a Mother’s Vow and/or his translation of
John Sung’s sermons if they do not already have
them.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Fifth Anniversary Thanksgiving Service

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 558
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Mark 8:27-38
Hymn Lord Here I Take My Cross
Baptism/Reaffirmation
of Faith
Announcements
Special Number Children’s Choir

Young People’s Fellowship
FEBC Students
Church Choir

Offering & Hymn Jesus My Lord I Yearn
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Eph 6:10-18
Sermon Put On the Whole Armour

of God (Dr S H Tow)
Closing Hymn No. 443
Benediction Dr S H Tow

Son of a Mother’s Vow

is not at all impossible, for he is only 56 [88]

years young today! How he was
nurtured to become founding pastor
Life Bible-Presbyterian Church at
Gilstead Road happened like this.*
Since his young days, even before he
went to school, his devout mother
would tell him from time to time,
“My son, when you grow up, you are
to be a pastor. You are my first son,
and I have offered you to the Lord.”

As the boy grew up, he had to
leave home and parents in Johor to
come and stay with his preacher-
grandfather in Singapore in order to
go to school. At the manse of the
English Presbyterian Mission Church
(now Bethel Church) in Upper
Serangoon, he began to learn what it
was like to be a pastor. Grandfather’s
salary paid by the EP Mission was
$30 a month. (That was in the late
twenties.)

“Mother, I don’t like to be a
pastor,” said the boy pensively one
day after he returned home on a
school vacation. “See how small
grandpa’s salary is!” Mother did not
argue, nor did she try to impose her
will on the young lad.

Repeating on another occasion the
vow she had uttered to the Lord, she
suddenly made this stupendous offer
out of the blue, “Son, if you give your
life to serve the Lord, I will send you
to America.” (She said this when the
whole world was paralysed by the
Great Slump of 1929-30.)

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$8,918.60; TWD10
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $170, $100; Rev
Jeffrey Khoo $50; Ethiopia Bible College $2,000;
Church Choir $300; Sunday School $200;
Barnabas & family $100; Sim Swee Ho $200, $100;
Wendy Teng $200, $100, $50; FEBC Scholarship
$100; FEBC $500, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$13,188.60; TWD10
Church Building Fund $1,000, $500, $200, $160
Total: S$822,322.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $281.00

Verse for the Week: For what shall it profit a man,
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul? Mark 8:36

Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch: The 5th

Anniversary Thanksgiving Lunch will be held at the
Tang Court Cantonese Restaurant, RELC, after
Worship Service today at 12.30pm.
The mother of Mrs Patricia Joseph went home to
be with the Lord on Sep 21. The family would like
to thank True Lifers for their kind words of comfort
and encouragement.
Deepest condolences to the family and relatives of
the late Mr Tow Siang Ling who was called home to
be with the Lord on Sep 26. “Absent from body …
present with the Lord” (2 Cor 5:8).
Deepest condolences to Sis Mary Quek on the
home-going of her beloved mother, Mdm Tan Geok
Kie, on Oct 3. Dr Jeffrey Khoo conducted the vigil
service on Oct 4. Funeral will be held this afternoon,
3pm at Blk 321 Clementi Avenue 5, after which the
cortege will leave for Choa Chu Kang Christian
Lawn Cemetery.

Dr Arthur Steele and Dr Timothy Tow standing before the L-Annex of the
Far Eastern Bible College at 9A Gilstead Road (Year 2005)

When Rev Dr
Timothy Tow Siang
Hui spoke to his
congregation at the
opening of 1976
after a quarter
century’s ministry
since 1950, he
jovially remarked,
“I’m preparing to
serve with you till
AD 2001, if the
Lord tarries.” This
is not at all



In August-September 1935, China’s
famed revivalist, Dr John Sung, visited
Singapore. He took the Lion citadel, as it
were, by storm. Thousands thronged the
Telok Ayer Methodist Church and its
downstairs hall and compound to hear this
man of God, day and night, in a fortnight’s
campaign. Dr Tow was among the hundreds
gloriously saved. When the evangelist
appealed for young people to yield their
lives for full-time service at a meeting on
September 8, 1935 (Dr Tow recalls dates
with mimeographic memory), he was one of
the first to go forward for the dedication.

“What Mother told me all those years,”
he recalls, “flashed back instantaneously
on my mind. It was Mother’s vow that
quickened my steps up the pulpit.”

In 1937, Dr Tow passed his Senior
Cambridge at the head of the class in
Anglo-Chinese School. Having cooled off
considerably from the religious fervour he
had experienced three years before at the
John Sung Revival, he proceeded to Raffles
College—but only for one term.

“I took up Science merely for the sake
of prestige, though I knew I should study
theology,” he said. (But none of the
theological colleges in Singapore today
existed at that time.) “To take such a step
with a double mind plunged me into the
abyss of the first big failure in my young
life. I had lost so much face that I hid myself
at home, morose and dejected, for days on
end. But such failure as was appointed of
God for a higher purpose, as I now see it, led
to even greater success.

“Since I loved language study and not
science, I found an opening to the Singapore
Government’s Interpreters Training Institute.
This was a two-year course. By January 1,
1940, I had graduated and was posted to the
Supreme Court.

“But soon I grew restless,” he continued,
“I was ambitious. I wanted to be somebody
in the world.”

Ambition took him to a competitive
exam under the Japanese regime to select
two candidates for training as judicial
officers. Dr Tow was one of the chosen.

After the War, the young man now in
the prime of life was determined to pursue
further the study of law. He gained
admission to London University and
Middle Temple and resigned from
Government service on February 26, 1946.
He booked a cargo boat costing ₤90, and 
was all set to sail.

It was at this juncture, while the vessel
was still loading, that his mother died after
a sudden illness. This held him back for a
little season.

“I was not in the least disheartened by
mother’s death. I was determined to go to
London. To salve my conscience I quoted
Scripture out of context like the Devil, ‘Let
the dead bury the dead,’ but let me go my
way. As for the vow I myself made to
the Lord to serve Him full-time, I had it
postponed 30 years at the back of my mind.
I could serve the Lord, surely, when I grew
older.

“Man proposes, God disposes. Five
weeks after mother’s death, my seven-
month old daughter took ill and died after
an operation. When I rushed to her death-
bed in hospital, I saw my wife hysterically
pinching her in a torrent of tears. ‘Are you
really dead, my baby, my darling?’ At the
sight of this I fizzled like a punctured
balloon. ‘What is life? It is like the vapour
of morning-dew.’ No, I am not ‘the captain
of my soul.’

“Suddenly I fell into a fainting
sensation. I felt it was my turn now to die. I
saw myself like a rich young ruler, but with
feeble hanging hands relieving a million
dollars from my clasp. All the glitters of
the world before me vanished like smoke
from a smouldering rubbish heap.

“I prayed, ‘Lord, if you give me back

my life, I will serve you to the end. No more
London, but theology in China.’”

From London to China, a right-about
turn, indeed! He found his way to Shanghai
where his aunt was, and from there on to
Nanking to study under Dr Chia Yu Ming.
While in Nanking, Miss Grace Jephson of
the China Inland Mission recommended him
to transfer to Faith Theological Seminary,
USA.

Returning to Singapore in 1947 en route
to the United States, he left his wife and
children to the care of His people. As he set
sail again, with highest hopes in that great
land in the New World, he remembered the
prophetic words his mother had spoken
years before, “Son, if you give your life to
serve the Lord, I will send you to America.”

The next three years saw him cloistered
among theological books at Wilmington,
Delaware where Faith Seminary was. He
graduated in 1950 with a Bachelor of
Divinity [now Master of Divinity].

Dr Tow returned to Singapore to pastor
eight years (1950-1958) at the Presbyterian
Life Church English Service, Prinsep Street.
Realising that the Lord was calling him to
start a Bible College, he returned to Faith
Seminary to further preparation. His post-
graduate studies earned him a Master’s in
Sacred Theology. He was conferred an
Honorary Doctor of Divinity by Shelton
College in 1964.

Today, 15 years [46 years] after the
founding of Far Eastern Bible College in
an annex to Life Church, Gilstead Road,
Dr Tow continues to be her Principal. Far
Eastern Bible College is unique in that it is
an independent theological school governed
and supported entirely by Singaporeans,
without any foreign financial aid. He shares
his philosophy of training for FEBC.

“I would like to advise young men and
women going into the ministry never to
consider pay or prospects, because Jesus

offered none. Jesus said, ‘If you are
willing to die, come.’ That’s all. That’s
one reason why I offer my students no
prospects.

“I say instead, ‘If you are willing to
give up everything for Christ, then from
the lowest rung of the ladder, you will
climb to the top. It’s God’s ladder, not
yours!’

“The ministry is a call, not a
profession. It is one you are in because
God has called and you can’t help it. And
it is the love of Christ that constrains you
to the work. His love is the power of God
from above sustaining us here below. So
the secret is God’s grace. If He has not
called us and we try to do His work for
selfish ends, we will be crushed. The cross
will be too heavy to carry.”

Indeed, the cross of grief has been a
portion of what he has been called to bear.
On the afternoon of April 19, 1965, his
wife Nancy, daughter Le Anne and aunt
Mrs Tow Keng Chuan were taken home
“as by a whirlwind.” In a motor accident
at Bidor, at the foot of Cameron
Highlands.

“It was so sudden and so stunning,”
he reminisced. “We were going up the
Highlands in a convoy of seven cars, in
exuberant spirits. When He took our loved
ones away in a flash, I had not time to
feel the seriousness of the whole matter.
Gradually, it became very painful, but I
thank God for His sustaining grace.

(Cont’d in Weekly insert)

INFANT BAPTISM

1. Evelyn Tan
d/o Mr and Mrs Timothy Tan

BAPTISM

2. Tan Kee Sing Teacher
3. Tan Yan Xi Student

REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH

4. Tan Xin An Samuel Student



(Cont’d from Weekly Proper)

“I was bolstered by a verse from Job
13:15, ‘Though he slay me, yet will I trust
in Him.’ I had not the slightest complaint
against God. I submitted to His sovereign
will.” In loving memory of the deceased
ones, Dr Tow wrote:

To that mountain above the moon
Ye have soared away too soon!
But my God has called you to rest,
And His will for us is best

Blest are ye who died in the Lord,
And have found rest from your labour
And your works follow after you
One by one we say adieu!

Sixteen months after this “incident” (“I
wouldn’t call it accident,” he said), he
married Miss Ivy Tan. She was one of Dr
Tow’s first three students at the College,
and came into his life as a substitute
prepared by the Lord Himself, “like the
ram on Mount Moriah.”

With Ivy and their daughter Jemima,
he was given by their Church a five-month
vacation to Israel in 1969. He considers
this “one of the happiest times in my life.”
Instead of taking it easy as a vacation was
meant to be, he found himself busier than
ever. With opportunities for learning and
ministry abounding, he studied at the
American Institute for Holy Land Studies
in Jerusalem, while serving as short-term
missionary with the Independent Board
for Presbyterian Foreign Missions (USA).

“It is wonderful to go over the land
with Bible in hand and visit all the places
where our Lord had trod. To visit
Golgotha and the Garden Tomb is a
hallowing experience. The Sea of Galilee
charms me most, and she has hardly
changed since our Lord’s time!” Recently,
he has even “imported” the Sea of Galilee
right onto his College grounds!

Having “walked where Jesus walked”
brought him great “stirrings of soul and

heart.” This became the inspiration by which
his sensitive soul found expression in poetry.
Thus he was able to publish Songs and Verses
from the Holy Land, a collection of 63 poems
and songs written during his sojourn in
Bethlehem.

Dr Tow has also translated from Chinese
Jason Linn’s Pioneering in Dyak Borneo and
many of John Sung’s Revival Sermons, which
will be published in two volumes soon. In
conjunction with the John Sung publications,
he has written the biography of Evangelist
Lim Puay Hian titled, In John Sung’s Steps.
Dr Tow has moreover abridged Calvin’s
Institutes of the Christian Religion, Volume I,
Books I & II. This has been serialised in
the Far Eastern Beacon and the Australian
Beacon during the last several years. He is
now in the final stages of abridging Vol II,
Books III & IV. [The complete abridgement
of Calvin’s Institutes, Books I-IV, was
published in one volume in 1997 by the
FEBC Press.]

Of his abridgement of Calvin’s theology,
he says, “I was introduced to Calvin’s
Institutes which was offered as an elective. I
discovered it to my delight to be a gem of the
greatest price.” He consequently perused
through Calvin’s voluminous works during
vacations, on his own, and re-studies and
teaches it at Far Eastern Bible College. He
has now begun teaching it at the Adult
Sunday School Class at Life Church.

Lately, he has been visiting places—but
not the big cities as before. “I like to go to the

‘ulus’” he said. A recent trip took him to the
Kapuas River in West Kalimantan to visit
Dyak pastor Barnabas Simin whom Life
Church is supporting. “I went there by cargo
boat the low way to share the experience of
the people.” He plans to go again during the
later part of this year.

“You are planning to go the ‘low way’
again?”

“Yes, as before.”

From his wide pastoral experience, he
gives me this sermonette when I asked him
to share an insight into his ministry.

“I may say one thing for the Sunday
pulpiteer. We who are at our regular jobs
find that ‘familiarity breeds contempt!’ A
pastor who’s been in a Church for a decade
or two may feel weary and humdrum. We
must not lose courage. We must increase our
faith.

“When an evangelist comes from abroad
and gets a rousing reception, with souls
coming forward, we may be overwhelmed
with an inferiority complex. I’ve sometimes
felt like this, but that is wrong.

“We should rather see it in this light: he
is a soldier, and I am a soldier. It is the
ammunition we carry that counts. If,
however, we are firing without much faith,
like one shivering at the battle-front, of
course, we will miss the mark. It is faith that
aims. We need the kind of faith that believes
what we’re doing is appointed of God and
therefore must succeed.

“You see, the Gospel is dynamite. It is
the atom bomb of God. So we must launch it
with unflinching faith, believing that His
Word will not return unto Him void. Unless
we believe the Word we preach will bring
good results, how can we expect any result
at all?”

(A Reprint from Impact Magazine, April
1977)

* Believing in a 100% perfect Bible without
any mistake, the Rev Dr Timothy Tow

resigned from Life B-P Church in August
2003 to found True Life B-P Church in
October the same year.

A Testimony from Dr Arthur Steele
(Email: August 30, 2008)

Dear Dr Timothy Tow,

I am 88 years old and getting closer to
seeing the Lord, as you are. I also would
like to serve the Lord to age 95.

I think it was about 1960 when Phil
Clark and I visited you. You impressed
me as a leader under clear orders from the
Lord to build a college to train the young
people to preach and to teach in Singapore
and beyond. You were so positive in all
that you said and so grounded in God’s
Word as you have been all these years.

As you have taught God’s Word so
faithfully over the years you consistently
exposed the subtle and blatant departure
from God’s Word in the major
denominations just as the false prophets
distorted God’s words to the people in
Jerusalem. Jeremiah the godly prophet
said in Jeremiah 23:14, “I have seen also
in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible
thing:” In verse 15, “for from the prophets
of Jerusalem is profaneness gone forth
into all the land.” In verse 16, “they speak
a vision of their own heart, and not out of
the mouth of the LORD.” Verse 28, is a
great summary verse among the preachers
of God’s Word. “The prophet that hath a
dream, let him tell a dream; and he that
hath my word, let him speak my word
faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat?
saith the LORD.”

Please be assured of my prayers for
you and Jeffrey Khoo as you wait on the
Lord in the days ahead.

Art Steele
Chancellor, Clearwater Christian College

(Editor: Dr Arthur Steele was a member
of FEBC’s very first Board of Directors,
November 1961.)



Vol. VI No. 2 12 October 2008

TRUE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

RELC Auditorium, 10.30 am
30 Orange Grove Road, down Shangri-La Hotel, Singapore 258352
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 141, Newton Post Office, Singapore 912205

Email: febc@pacific.net.sg; Website: http://www.febc.edu.sg
(Ring Pastor Tow at 9A Gilstead Road, 62502138 Anytime)

APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Oct 13 – 19, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Westminster Standards
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Romans

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Prabhudas Koshy)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Oct 18, 08 at 3.30pm in the home
of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Program: Parents Appreciation Day. Speaker:
Rev Tan Kian Sing. Contact Herbert at 94377715
for details.
YPF Camp 2008 will be held from Dec 15-20,
08. Theme: Saved to Serve. Speaker: Pr Dennis
Kabingue. Venue: To be confirmed. More details
available later.
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped
and available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio CD
($3). You may place your prepaid orders with or
collect your orders from Bro Barnabas Yap at the
Booktable, 12pm – 12.30pm.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 139
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 22
Hymn No. 190
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 271
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text James 1:1-8
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew
Sermon From Patience to

Perfection
(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)

Closing Hymn No. 559
(Lord’s Supper)

Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Saving Mum
(A Testimony of God’s Amazing Providence by

Jenny and Judy)

We praise and thank our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ for His marvelous work of
salvation for saving our beloved Mum. Mum
was born again on the 23rd May 2008 in the
wee hours of the morning at 12.30 am.

Providence

God has been good to her all her life. By
His providence, the Lord preserved her life
when she was a youth leader under the
Communist Party in China to the time she was
able to come to Singapore through the help of
an aunt who happened to be working for the
British Commissioner in Singapore. After
waiting for five years in China, and after being
married to Dad, she was finally allowed to set

foot into Singapore at the age of 23.
That was when she was introduced
to the goddess of mercy by
Grandmother. Mum was very proud
of the fact that she was a faithful
believer and she could testify of the
goodness that had been shown to
her. She had on many occasions told
us that she would not give up her
faith in the goddess. It was under
such circumstances that the gospel
was offered to her repeatedly over
the years. She had shown great
displeasure and made known the
offence she felt when she heard the
gospel.

Preservation

Mum suffered all her life. Our
family was extremely poor and
Mum took on many jobs to eke out
a living to help Dad support our
family. She contracted tuberculosis
at the age of 39 and the Lord sent
her kind and good doctors to help
her. Despite being ill, she continued
working. The illness was very
serious and all of us were so young.
It is wonderful to know how the
Lord preserved her and then enabled
two of her daughters to come to
know the Lord, and to share the
gospel with her. Judy and I hate to
think of what could have happened
if she succumbed to the illness at
that time; there were no Christians
in our midst to share the good news

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$13,180; AUD500; IDR470,000
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200;
Myanmar Orphanage $300; Marilyn Nanta
(Kuching) $300; Sim Swee Ho $300, $100; Wendy
Teng $100, $50; FEBC Bookroom $120; FEBC
Legal Fees $1,000, $500; FEBC Scholarship $400,
$100; FEBC $5,000, $400, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$22,350; AUD500; IDR470,000
Church Building Fund $5,000, $3,000, $700, $500,
$200, $200, $100 Total: S$832,022.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $243.00

Verse for the Week: He that covereth a
transgression seeketh love; but he that repeateth a
matter separateth very friends. Prov 17:9

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1
Kings under Elder Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Sunday School Outing to Punggol on Nov 1, 08
(Sat) from 9am to 1pm. Open to all. Sign up at the
reception table by next Sunday.
Annie & Mary Quek would like to thank all
True Lifers for their kind assistance, attendance,
condolences, prayers and words of comfort and
encouragement during their recent bereavement on the
home-going of their beloved mother.
Deepest condolences to Bro Tan Tong Hai & family
on the home-going of his father on Oct 9, 08.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

Jenny (left) and Judy (right) with their Mum (centre), and Jenny’s husband
Dn Charles Kan (extreme right), and eldest son Benjamin (extreme left).



with her. We thank God for John 6:37
which says, “all that the Father giveth
me shall come to me. And him that
cometh to me, I will in no wise cast
out.”

Diabetes

At the age of 63, two years after Dad
passed away, Mum contracted diabetes.
Once again, the Lord showed His grace
and mercy by sending her very good
doctors and even preserved her sight
through a doctor who detected the
problem with her retina early. The
strength that Mum had to go through the
storms of life came from the Lord, even
without her knowledge. When she
realised she had cancer, she could not
believe it. She held to the view that
because of the good works she had done
all her life, she would naturally be
spared the agony of going through this
terrible disease. Like us, she was very
shocked when she learnt the news of the
illness and we believe that she might
have questioned many of her own
beliefs. In fact, that was what we prayed
for – that she would be troubled and
would eventually find the way, the truth
and the life in Christ alone.

Cancer

Mum’s fight with cancer was the
most difficult time of our lives. Her
cancer, being at the terminal stage, was
inoperable. It was painful to watch her
suffer, to see this once vivacious
and hearty lady fade away as the
illness progressed. Our family made
arrangements to ensure that she was
always being watched over by one of us
around the clock. Judy and I faced
much opposition concerning sharing
the gospel with her. We took every

opportunity that God gave us to remind
her of the saving grace of our Lord Jesus
and to tell her that the only way in
which our entire family could be
reunited in Heaven after we leave this
life is for all of us to believe in Jesus
alone. We reminded her that when she
feels convicted, to call out to the Lord
Jesus by saying just these five words –
“Lord Jesus Christ, save me.” She
would listen quietly but had never
wanted to acknowledge Him. But God
was good; truly He was in control of all
things. In Isaiah 55:11, “So shall my
word be that goeth forth out of my
mouth: it shall not return unto me void,
but it shall accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it.” His Holy Spirit did
the perfect work of conviction in Mum’s
heart. We specifically prayed that the
Lord would grant us opportunity to
witness to Mum during the night shifts
when we could be alone with her. The
Lord answered our prayer in the most
unexpected ways.

Miracle

On the night of 22nd May, the Lord
providentially arranged for the both of
us to be there to watch over Mum during
the night shift. Mum took the usual
combination of medication that helped
her to rest better at night. At about 11.45
pm while Mum slept, we prayed to the
Lord and implored with Him to save our
dear Mum that very night, if He is
willing. He heard our prayers and
answered so speedily; He troubled her
soul, took her sleep away but gave deep
sleep to the rest of the family except the
two of us. Mum woke up at about 12.15
am of 23rd May, felt agitated and wanted
to get out of bed. She said she needed to

save someone. When we asked who, she
replied that she wanted to save our
family. The Lord threw open the doors
of her heart. Revelation 3:8 says, “….
Behold, I have set before thee an open
door, and no man can shut ….” We
reminded her of her inability to save
anyone since she herself was lost and
that only Jesus can and will save if we
cry out to Him. We gave her the gospel
once again. She asked if it is true that
Jesus can save her and the family. We
said yes, because Jesus said so. To our
greatest delight, she called out to Him
“Lord Jesus Christ, save me!” a few
times. She even asked her gods not to be
angry with her for calling out to Jesus.
We praise our Heavenly Father for His
wonderful words of life, His inerrant,
infallible, forever preserved words,
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved and thy house” (Acts
16:31), which Mum believed with all
her heart. Mum then clasped her hands
in prayer and fell asleep. The two of us
stared at each other with tears of joy
and gratefulness in our hearts; we shall
never forget that moment when we
witnessed Mum calling out for our Lord.
We could not sleep after that because
our hearts were so filled with joy; we
prayed in thanksgiving to the Lord for
His promise in Acts 16:31. This verse
was like a confession of faith for Mum
who loves us so. We thank the Lord for
His inspired and forever preserved
words, upon which we could rest our
faith during the most tumultuous time of
our life when our faith was tested and
we had to learn to accept His sovereign
grace without question.

God’s Perfect Plan

It was 11 months from the time Mum

was diagnosed with cancer till the time
she went home to be with the Lord on
16th June. Many people had asked why
she hung on for so long; almost twice
the time estimated by the doctors. Some
people thought it was because she could
not let go of us. Some thought it was
because we could not let go of her.
Some thought it was because she had a
very strong heart. But we know and
believe it was the Lord who was
sustaining her so that she might come to
salvation. Many well-meaning friends
and relatives told her to leave as she was
suffering so badly. She had never said
anything in reply. But it was only after
Mum called upon the Lord, that she
expressed her readiness to leave.

The Lord has also preserved her so
that I could go for church camp and
gave me the greatest privilege to read
from John 3 and John 14 a few hours
before she went home to be with the
Lord.

The Lord had so planned Mum’s life,
weaving the different threads running
through her life into a beautiful tapestry
that she might look back at it and marvel
at how He had preserved her life and
blessed her, despite her unbelief. Truly,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us, ordered our steps and preserved
our lives unto salvation. We praise and
thank the LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, for
His matchless love, bounteous mercy
and grace towards us and our loved
ones. We thank the Lord for all our
brothers and sisters-in-Christ who have
kept us in their prayers and for the
kindness they have shown us which
have helped us through the most trying
times.

PRAISE THE LORD!
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Oct 20 – 26, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm The Westminster Standards
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

THU 7.30 pm The Book of Romans
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 4.00 pm Young People’s Fellowship
5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Mon and Thu night classes are held at the Far
Eastern Bible College, 9A Gilstead Road.

Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
combined Bible Study with Berean BPC this Sat
(Oct 25, 08). Time: 4pm. Venue: Berean BPC,
48A Foch Road, Singapore 209272. For those
requiring transport, please meet at Lavender MRT
at 3.15pm. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for
details.
Family Bible Study Fellowship this Sat (Oct 25,
08) at Dn and Mrs Tan Beng Lee’s place, Blk 103
Spottiswoode Park Road #08-104, Singapore
080103, 5.30pm. Tel: 98719796. Message:
“Living in Service to God (Part 1)” by Rev Dr
Prabhudas Koshy. Contact Edward at 93887328
for details.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Elder J T Joseph
Opening Hymn No. 29
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 98
Hymn No. 199
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 119
Offertory Prayer Elder J T Joseph
Scripture Text Acts 1:12-14
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy
Sermon Church Prayer Meetings

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
Closing Hymn No. 364
Benediction Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy

Visiting the Old with Song
Testimony by Deborah Mae

My mother went home to the Lord in
January this year. She was 86. She and my
father, who is now 91, have been living in the
US since the early 1970s. They led a busy life
– looking after the grandchildren, cooking,
gardening, serving in the church. As they
grew older, the house became quieter as the
grandchildren got married and left home. My
mother was alone in the house most of the
time, as my dad continued busying himself in
the garden. He could not keep still.

I had visited them regularly. When I went
last year, I spent much time with my mum.
She was already not well. I realized then that
the elderly needed people to talk to. It is
wrong to presume that they do not think or
need anything. On the contrary, they do have
feelings and wants. The young often are

impatient at the old folk – they are
slow in understanding and keep
repeating themselves. So the old are
left alone. It is when they are
ignored that they feel like giving up.
Now I wish I could have been more
loving to my mother. I call to her
silently, in my heart, but all I hear is
my echo as I see her quiet smile in
my memory.

On each trip to the US, I would
visit an old folks’ home and sing to
them. They were very appreciative.
After returning from my mother’s
funeral, I read an article in The
Straits Times about a woman who
had passed away – she had lived
alone and had no visitors for many
years. I was moved and God put a
burden in my heart. I wanted to go
and sing to the old and lonely. The
only two places I knew were Ling
Kwang Home and St John’s Home
for Elderly Persons.

One morning, I packed my
guitar and took a cab to Serangoon
Gardens. I asked the person in
charge at Ling Kwang Home to take
me to those who were alone and had
no visitors. She told me that there
were so many, and invited me to
sing during their devotion time so
that all could enjoy. At St John’s
Home in Wan Tho Avenue, I was
received with similar delight. I do
not know whether the old folk

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$11,710; AUD200 (Faith
Presbyterian Church-Perth)
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Hien
$100; Rev John MacKenzie $50; Rev Peter
Clements $50; Rev Stephen Khoo $1,000; Rev
Dennis Kwok $100; Rev Prabhudas Koshy $50;
Rev Tan Kian Sing $500; Leakena (FEBC) $50;
Sim Swee Ho $200, $100, $50; Wendy Teng $200,
$100; FEBC Bookroom $43; FEBC Legal Fees
$260; FEBC Scholarship $100; FEBC $480, $400,
$200, $50
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$15,993; AUD200
Church Building Fund $3,000, $1,000, $1,000,
$200, $100, $100, $50, $50 Total: S$837,522.27;
USD600

Sunday School Offering: $370.00

Verse for the Week: A reproof entereth more into
a wise man than an hundred stripes into a fool.
Prov 17:10

Sunday School Outing to Punggol on Nov 1, 08
(Sat) from 9am to 1pm. Open to all. Sign up at the
reception table by today.
YPF Camp 2008 will be held from Dec 15-20, 08.
Theme: Saved to Serve. Speaker: Pr Dennis
Kabingue. Venue: To be confirmed. More details
available later.

Bro Tong Hai & family would like to express their
heartfelt thanks to all church members for their
prayers, presence, gifts and staying up late to
support and comfort them during the recent
bereavement of his father.

“The LORD preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the fatherless and widow: but
the way of the wicked he turneth upside down.” (Ps146:9)



understand the songs or not, but I leave
that to God to deal with. I just want to
make them happy and please God by
using the gift He gave me.

The people I sing to know their days
on earth are numbered, and they listen
with receptive hearts to the Gospel.
They do not argue. They keep thanking
me for spending time with them and
look forward to my weekly visit. I am so
blessed. Though they are frail and some
crippled, they are concerned about my

health and tell me to take care of
myself!

I thank God that Sister Jenny Kan
has joined me in visiting St John’s
Home. I had given my testimony during
a prayer meeting and I was encouraged,
as I was not sure that I was doing the
right thing. Also, I felt that it was better
not to work alone, lest I claimed glory
for myself. Our Lord Jesus Christ
always sent His disciples two by two, so
that no one could say, “I did it”, but “we
did it with God’s help”.

Many of the people in the old folks’
home keep talking about dying and
counting their days. They seem to have
no hope. Though they claim to be
Christians, they do not know the
Gospel. They come from different
denominations. Recently, Sister Jenny
spoke to a man, who was a Catholic,
about Jesus and told him that Mary

cannot take him to heaven. He appeared
convicted and repeated the sinner’s
prayer after Sister Jenny, accepting
Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour. I
do not know how much he was
convinced, but we should probably
follow up our ministry with him.

There are many such people who are
lonely and neglected. They will listen if
you talk to them. Give them the Gospel
before they draw their last breath. You
too can go and talk to them.

***************

New Life Orphanage
A Report on the Visit by Khup Lam

Thang (Thangno) of New Life
Orphanage, Yangon, Myanmar

by Dn Leong Kwok Whye

Thang No who receives financial
support from True Life BPC to run
his orphanage in Yangon attended
our prayer meeting on Friday, 19
September, and the Lord’s Day worship
service on 21 September 2008. Session
members (Tan Beng Lee, Wilson Tan,
Philip Goh, and I) had fellowship with
him and his wife over lunch. During
Friday prayer meeting, he shared with us
how God protected and preserved the
lives of everyone at the orphanage
during this year’s cyclone disaster in
Myanmar. He is thankful for God’s
deliverance and True Life’s love gift (to
repair the damaged roof and to pay
for the medical treatment of the
boy with hernia). The boy had since
recovered fully. Praise the Lord.

He together with Isaac and three
other co-labourers in Christ are running
the orphanage with 35 children, aged
five to 15 years old, teaching the Bible
and the Myanmar school programme

(Burmese, science and math, history
and geography) in addition to growing
vegetables for food. Church worship is
conducted in the orphanage on Sunday
but there are laws restricting evangelism
to non-Christians in Myanmar. The
orphanage uses the Burmese language
and text. During his 10 years of work at
the orphanage, some children had come
to the saving knowledge of the Lord and
accepted Christ as their Savior. I asked
Thangno if there are suitable candidates
for FEBC training. He replied that there
are none at this moment.

Presently, he does not have a
telephone and internet access in the
orphanage. He needs to go to a local
internet cafe to access his e-mail.
Communication will remain difficult.
Mailing address: GPO Box 1379
Yangon Myanmar. Residential Address:
336/337/338 Thanzin Street, (3) Ward,
East Dagon, Yangon Myanmar. E-mail:
thangnonloc@gmail.com.

There is water and electrical
supply to the orphanage. However,
local electricity supply is unreliable and
they need to use rechargeable batteries
for backup electrical supply. Otherwise,
candles are needed at night during
power failures.

The orphanage is about 30 minutes
by car from the airport. However, it will
take Thangno up to three weeks to travel
from Yangon to Amos Go’s place in
the Chin state due to bad roads and
transportation difficulties. (Amos Go is
overseeing three wooden churches in the
Chin Hills, under True Life’s support.)

Thangno’s work is also co-funded by
church groups in Malaysia. Thangno has
one wife and three young children.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Oct 27 – Nov 2, 2008)

MON 7.30 pm No FEBC Night Class
THU 7.30 pm The Book of Romans

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 9.00 am Sunday School Outing
3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew)

Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Nov 1, 08 at 3.30pm in the home of
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Program:
Bible Study on Ruth by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew.
Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.
Family Bible Study Fellowship’s meeting for
the month of November will be held on Nov 15,
08 at 5.30pm (instead of the last Saturday of
November) at the home of Mr and Mrs Ng Choon
Seng.
YPF Camp 2008 will be held from Dec 15-20,
08. Theme: Saved to Serve. Speaker: Pr Dennis
Kabingue. Venue: Halton Bungalow, Aloha
Changi. More details available later.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 46
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Heb 11:1-40
Hymn No. 432
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 324
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Rom 5:1
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Sermon Just As If You Have Not

Sinned
(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)

Closing Hymn No. 301
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Remembering the Reformation
Jeffrey Khoo

a testimony against them and the Gentiles. But
when they deliver you up, take no thought how or
what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that
same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that

speak, but the Spirit of your Father
which speaketh in you” (Matt 10:16-20)

Luther’s 95 Theses

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther
shook the foundations of the Roman
Catholic Church (RCC) by posting his
95 Theses on the door of the Castle
Church in Wittenberg.

What were the 95 Theses all about?
They were actually statements against
the practice and sale of indulgences or
forgiveness tickets. The RCC had
taught that the forgiveness of sins could
be purchased with money. One could
also buy indulgences on behalf of the
dead who were in purgatory suffering
the punishment of sins yet unpardoned.

The sale of indulgences is of course
totally against the teaching of the Holy
Scriptures, for the forgiveness of sins is
free of charge. The Lord Jesus Christ
had already paid redemption’s price in
full with His precious blood (1 Pet
1:18-19). God freely forgives all who
will confess and repent of their sins, and
trust only in Christ to save them (Rom
10:9, 1 John 1:9). The false doctrine
and practice of indulgences thus
undermines the doctrine of justification
by grace through faith in Christ alone.

Luther was regenerated in 1515
upon knowing and believing that
justification was purely by the grace of
God through faith and not by works as
taught by the RCC which he served.
Since then he was against many of the
teachings and practices of the RCC, and

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS
General Offerings: $12,688
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $170; Rev
Tan Kian Sing $200; Adults Fellowship $100; Sim
Swee Ho $100; Wendy Teng $200, $100; FEBC
Scholarship $1,000, $100; FEBC $1,200
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$16,058
Church Building Fund $500, $200, $200, $100,
$100 Total: S$838,622.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $253.00

Verse for the Week: An evil man seeketh only
rebellion: therefore a cruel messenger shall be sent
against him. Prov 17:11

Thu night class is held at the Far Eastern Bible
College, 9A Gilstead Road.
Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1
Kings under Elder Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Sunday School Outing to Punggol this Sat, Nov 1,
08. Transport leaves RELC at 9am sharp.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit Panjang.
Please meet at Blk 142 Petir Road at 2.30pm. For
details, please contact Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped and
available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio CD ($3).
You may place your prepaid orders with or collect
your orders from Bro Barnabas Yap at the
Booktable, 12pm – 12.30pm.

"My conscience is captive to the Word of God ... Here I stand. I can do no other.

God help me." (Martin Luther before the Diet of Worms)

“Behold, I send you
forth as sheep in the
midst of wolves: be
ye therefore wise as
serpents, and harmless
as doves. But beware
of men: for they will
deliver you up to the
councils, and they
will scourge you in
their synagogues; And
ye shall be brought
before governors and
kings for my sake, for
a testimony against



was preaching the gospel to his church
members, and exposing the errors of the
papacy to his university students.

In 1517, Luther went public in exposing
the false teachings and corrupt practices of
the RCC. He wrote and posted his 95 Theses
for the public eye. This took no small
courage and resolve. What made Luther do
this? It was the sale of indulgences to raise
money to beautify St Peter’s Basilica in
Rome. John Tetzel was appointed by the
Pope to be the chief salesman of these
forgiveness tickets. To boost his sales,
Tetzel created an enticing jingle, “Once
your money in my box clinks, the soul in
purgatory springs.” It was the straw that
broke the camel’s back. Filled with holy
anger, Luther wrote his 95 Theses which
pointedly and explicitly exposed the evils of
indulgences.

On October 31, 1517, at high noon,
Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of
the Castle Church at Wittenberg. The nailing
was most timely for the next day was All
Saints’ Day and many would be gathered in
church. The 95 Theses attracted a lot of
publicity. Luther’s 95 Theses were not only
read by members of the Wittenberg Church
but copied, printed and distributed all over
Germany. In the fullness of time, God began
to reform His Church, and nothing could
stop it.

Diet of Worms

Needless to say, Luther’s public act of
exposing the heretical doctrines and corrupt
practices of the RCC incurred the wrath of
the Pope who issued a papal bull (Latin
“bulla” meaning “a seal”) calling all
Catholics to reject Luther’s teachings and
burn his writings. How did Luther respond?
Well, he gathered all his University
colleagues and students together and in their
presence burned the papal bull. As he cast
the bull into the flames, he said, “As thou
(the Pope) hast vexed the Holy One of God
(Jesus Christ), may eternal fire vex thee.”
He denounced the Pope as an Antichrist.

Luther took a path of no return. It was
Luther versus the Pope—the most powerful
man in Rome at that time, even more
powerful than the emperor himself. Would
Luther be able to stand and withstand the
political and religious might of Rome?

In 1521, Luther was summoned by
Emperor Charles V to appear before the Diet
of Worms. Although Rome had promised
Luther safe passage, Luther’s friends warned
him not to go because they feared it could be
a trap for John Huss had been promised the
same but that promise was not kept. Huss
was burned at the stake. But Luther replied
his friends, “If there are as many devils in
Worms as tiles on the housetops I will still
go there.”

So on April 17, 1521, Luther made his
way to the meeting hall in city of Worms.
The people crowded the streets to see this
man who dared to stand against the might of
Rome. Luther had a hard time getting to the
venue due to the crowd. When he finally
reached the entrance, a brave and godly
knight said these encouraging words to him,
“My poor monk, my poor monk, you are on
your way to make such a stand as I and
many of my knights have never done in our
toughest battles. If you are sure of the
justice of your cause, then forward in the
Name of God, and be of good courage—God
will not forsake you.”

The Diet of Worms was convened to try
Luther for teaching the doctrines of
justification by grace alone, through faith
alone, in Christ alone, based on Scripture
alone. It was one poor, lonely but Spirit-
filled monk versus 206 men of rank and
power—the combined might of political and
religious Rome. The presiding officer
was Dr John Von Eck who began the
proceedings by asking Luther two questions.
Pointing to a table displaying the writings of
Luther, he asked (1) Are you the author of
these writings? and (2) Are you willing to
retract all the doctrines contained in these
writings of which the Church disapproved?

To the first question, Luther replied with a
yes. To the second, he asked to be given
time to think because he did not wish to
reply unwisely or to say something that
would be against the Word of God. Luther’s
request was granted. The meeting was
adjourned until the next day.

Luther spent much of that night
agonising in prayer. He prayed, “O God, my
God, be with me and protect me against my
enemies of the world. Thou must do it, Thou
alone, for in me is no strength. It is thy
cause, O God, not mine. On thee I rely, not
on man, for that would be in vain. O God,
dost Thou not hear? Do not hide thy face
from me. Thou hast called me, now be my
stay, I ask it in the Name of thy Son, Jesus
Christ, my Protector, my Shield and my
Defence.”

April 18, 1521 was the greatest day in
Luther’s life. He was ready. Dr Eck asked
Luther if he would recant his teachings and
withdraw his writings. Filled with the Holy
Spirit, Luther gave a reply that shook the
very foundations of the RCC to this day,
“Unless I am convinced by testimonies of
the Scriptures or by clear arguments that I
am in error—for popes and councils have
often erred and contradicted themselves—I
cannot withdraw, for I am subject to the
Scriptures I have quoted; my conscience is
captive to the Word of God. It is unsafe and
dangerous to do anything against one’s
conscience. Here I stand; I cannot do
otherwise. So help me God.”

All hell broke lose. The assembly
accused him of introducing a new doctrine
and called him a heretic. The emperor
stormed out of the hall shouting, “How
could one monk be right and 1000 years of
Christendom be wrong.” Of course, the
emperor knew only of a Christianity that
had been corrupted, which was not
true Christianity at all. Luther was
not introducing something new, but
reintroducing to the people the good old
liberating faith of the Lord Jesus Christ as

taught in the Holy Scriptures—the sole and
supreme authority of the Christian’s beliefs
and practices.

On April 25, 1521, Luther left Worms.
Not long after, the emperor declared him an
outlaw and anyone who helped him with food
and lodging would be charged with high
treason.

The Protestant Faith

That there are so many Protestant
churches all over the world today attests to
the fact that our Almighty God is sovereign
and His Word is faithful and true for our
Saviour had promised, “And I say also unto
thee, That thou art Peter (“Petros” only “a
little stone”), and upon this rock (“Petra”
which is none other than Jesus Christ
Himself, the Son of the living God) I will
build my church; and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it” (Matt 16:18).

Luther wrote a hymn in memory of his
experience at Worms:

A safe stronghold our God is still,
A trusty shield and weapon;
He’ll help us clear from all the ill
That hath us now o’ertaken.

The ancient prince of hell
Hath risen with purpose fell;
Strong mail of craft and power
He weareth in this hour—
On earth is not his fellow.

God’s Word, for all their craft and force,
One moment will not linger,
But, spite of hell, shall have its course,
‘Tis written by his finger.
And though thy take our life,
Goods, honour, children, wife,
Yet is their profit small,
These things shall vanish all,
The city of God remaineth.

Let us never forget Martin Luther and the
16th Century Protestant Reformation. To God
be the glory great things He has done!
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Nov 3 – 9, 2008) 

WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship 
THU  FEBC Exams Begin 
FRI 8.00 pm  Family Worship 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
  Adults Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am   Worship (Lord’s Supper) 
  (Rev Koa Keng Woo) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)  
 

Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this 
Wed, Nov 5, 08 at 7.45pm. Venue: RELC, Level 
6, Newton Room (Room 601). Message: “Is It 
Wrong For Christians To Buy Insurance?” by 
Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew. All are welcome. 
Contact Judith at 96729973 for details.  
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat, Nov 8, 08 at 3.30pm in the home of 
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Message: 
“Let Not Thine Heart Envy Sinners” by Elder 
Joseph. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.  
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held this Sat, 
Nov 8, 08 at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home, 
Blk 835 Woodlands St 83 #12-113, 3.30pm. 
Program: Bible Study on Acts by Rev Dr Jeffrey 
Khoo. Contact William Teo at 91831150 for 
details. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan 
Opening Hymn No. 3 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 115 
Hymn No. 241 
Announcements 
Special Number Sunday School Children 
Offering & Hymn No. 525 
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan 
Scripture Text James 1:19-27 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 
Sermon                          Faith in Thought, Word  
  and Deed 
 (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
Closing Hymn No. 323 
Benediction  Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo 

Just As If You Have Not Sinned 
Jeffrey Khoo 

(A message delivered on Reformation Sunday, 
26 October 2008 at True Life BPC) 

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Rom 5:1). 

Reformation Day 
Today is Reformation Sunday. We 

remember the people of the Reformation—
great men of God like Martin Luther, John 
Calvin, Ulrich Zwingli, John Knox and others. 
While remembering the people, we must not 
forget what they stood for—the fundamental 
doctrines of the Christian Faith and in 
particular the doctrine of salvation by grace 
alone through faith alone in Christ alone based 
on Scripture alone, without the need for 

personal works, or the merits of
others, or the traditions of the
church.  

The Roman Catholic Church for
a thousand years had preached
another gospel—a gospel not of
grace but of works. The Catholic
Church forbade the common folk
from reading the Bible. Only the
clergy or the priests could read and
interpret the Scriptures. This led
to many false teachings and
interpretations of the Scriptures.
Idolatrous doctrines and
superstitious practices like the
worship of Mary, of saints and of
angels, transubstantiation, baptismal
regeneration, indulgences, penance,
etc. blinded the common folk to the
wonderful truths of salvation as
taught by Christ in His Word. The
people in the Dark Ages were
ignorant of the Gospel Light, until
God by divine intervention sent out
His Light and His Truth through
His servants the reformers, chief of
whom was Martin Luther. 

Faith Not Works 
Martin Luther was a sincere

and devout Catholic monk and
studiously and religiously followed
the ways of the Catholic Church.
He testified, “I was indeed a pious
monk, and followed the rules of
my order more strictly than I can

 

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: $8,759 
Designated Offerings: FEBC $1,000; FEBC 
Bookroom $43; Fransiska (FEBC) $50; Josias 
(FEBC) $50; Rebecca (FEBC) $50; Titus (FEBC) 
$50; Barnabas Yap $65; Sim Swee Ho $100; 
Wendy Teng $100 
Total General and Designated Offerings: $10,267 
Church Building Fund $1,000, $210 Total: 
S$839,832.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $132.00 
Verse for the Week: Let a bear robbed of her 
whelps meet a man, rather than a fool in his folly. 
Prov 17:12 
 

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1 
Kings under Elder Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.  
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be held 
at the home of Mrs Ruth Tan this Fri, Nov 7, 08 at 
8pm. Address: Blk 505, Serangoon North Avenue 4, 
#14-462, Singapore 550505. Tel: 98302474. 
YPF Camp 2008 will be held from Dec 15-20, 08. 
Theme: Saved to Serve. Speaker: Pr Dennis 
Kabingue. Venue: Halton Bungalow, Aloha Changi. 
More details available later. 
Rev Stephen Khoo thanks pastor, session and 
congregation for all their prayers, visitations and 
love gifts. Pray for speedy recovery. Thank you and 
God bless. 
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength. 

Catechumens and new members publicly declaring their faith at True Life’s 
 5th Anniversary Thanksgiving Service, Oct 5, 08. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

express. If ever a monk could obtain
heaven by his monkish works, I should
certainly have been entitled to it.” But
he found no release from the guilt of sin,
and no peace with God until one day he
read the Holy Scriptures and the Holy
Spirit gave him understanding to know
and believe that salvation was not by
works but by the grace of God alone
through faith in Jesus Christ. While
teaching the book of Romans in the
University of Wittenberg, he discovered
that the doctrines of the Holy Scriptures
differed from that of the Catholic
Church. The Church says, salvation is
by works, but the Bible says, “The just
shall live by faith” (Rom 1:17). Romans
5:1 says, “Therefore being justified by
faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ.” The Catholic
Church says believe in the Church, but
the Bible says believe in Christ, “But
what saith it? The word is nigh thee,
even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that
is, the word of faith, which we preach;
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation. For
the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth
on him shall not be ashamed” (Rom
10:8-11). Suddenly everything became
clear to Him, “Not I but Christ! Not
works but faith!”  

What is Justification? 
Justification by faith alone became

one of the doctrinal pillars of the 16th

Century Protestant Reformation. What is
justification? The Westminster Shorter
Catechism (Q33) has an excellent

answer, “Justification is an act of God’s
free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our
sins, and accepteth us as righteous in his
sight, only for the righteousness of
Christ imputed to us, and received by
faith alone.” In other words, when a
sinner confesses his sins and accepts
Jesus Christ as his Lord and Saviour,
God declares him righteous just as if he
has not sinned, clothes him with the
righteousness of Christ and cleanses him
from all his sins by the precious blood
of Christ. Justification sounds like “just
as if you have not sinned.” That is what
it means, for the biblical word—
“justify”—is a legal term used by a
judge to declare a person “Not guilty,”
just as if he has not sinned. By faith, a
sinner makes peace with the thrice holy
God and becomes a saint on account of
Christ. 

Relationship between Faith and 
Works 

The Catholic Church object to the
doctrine of justification by faith alone,
for according to them, works must be
included, quoting James 2:20, “But wilt
thou know, O vain man, that faith
without works is dead?” The Liberals
likewise attack the doctrine of
justification by faith alone by
questioning the integrity and inerrancy
of the Scriptures. They say that
Scripture contradicts when it speaks
of justification, for Romans 4:1-3 says
Abraham was justified by faith alone
and not by works at all, but James 2:21-
24 says Abraham was justified not by
faith alone but by works also. So how do
we explain this? It is very simple, just
study the contexts of both epistles and
ask the right questions.  

The context of the book of Romans

tells us that Paul was addressing
sinners or unbelievers (Rom 1-3), and
answering the question “What saves?”
The answer, “Not works, but faith
alone.” He went on to prove this by
quoting Genesis 15:6 that “Abraham
believed God, and it was counted unto
him for righteousness” (Rom 4:3).  

James on the other hand was
addressing those who profess to have
faith but do not show it in their lives or
by their conduct. James was thus not
answering the question “What saves?”
but “What kind of faith saves?” The
kind of faith that saves is the kind that
will lead to a changed heart and mind,
that will result in a godly and Christlike
life. James proved this to be the case by
using Abraham as an example. Abraham
was saved by faith, no doubt about it
(Jas 2:23), but he showed it by his works
when he offered Isaac to be sacrificed
in obedience to God’s command (Jas
2:21). This proves that Abraham’s faith
was not fake but genuine. It was not
a mere profession but a true possession
of faith.  

Thus, Paul and James did not
contradict but complemented each other.
Both believed the salvation equation to
be: Faith = Salvation + Works. Faith
alone saves, but the faith that saves will
bring about a sanctified life of good
works in obedience to the Word of God.

Distinction between Justification 
and Sanctification 

There is a need to distinguish
between justification and sanctification.
The Catholic Church sees no distinction
between the two because it has a false
salvation equation which is Faith +
Works = Salvation, but the Bible

teaches Faith = Salvation + Works, and
distinguishes between justification and
sanctification. Know that good works
come after justification, not before, for: 

(1) Justification is a one-time act of
God whereas sanctification is an
ongoing activity of God. 

(2) Justification is God’s work for
us from the outside whereas
sanctification is God’s work on
us from the inside. 

(3) Justification happens during
conversion whereas sanctification
occurs after conversion. 

(4) Justification concerns the root of
salvation whereas sanctification
involves the fruit of salvation. 

Justification is like the engine carriage
of a train which gives it life and power to
move all the passenger or cargo carriages
that come after it. Without the engine, the
train is lifeless and useless. Without
justification, the sinner is lifeless and
hopeless, dead and condemned in his sins.
But when justification takes place, the
sinner becomes a saint, saved and alive
in Christ, sanctification automatically
follows and the Holy Spirit living within
him enables him to live a life that will be
more and more Christlike.  

Let us then examine ourselves. Are we
truly saved? Do we have genuine faith?
Faith alone saves, and we know we have
true faith and are saved when we see the
Lord changing us to be more and more
like Him as the days go by, bearing the
fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23). Do we
see this? If not, let us repent of our sins
and get right with God. Make peace with
Him and be justified by grace alone,
through faith alone, in Christ alone,
believing in the Scriptures alone. 
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Nov 10 – 16, 2008)

MON – FRI FEBC Exams
FRI 7.30 pm FEBC End-of-Term

Thanksgiving Service
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship

5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1
Kings under Elder Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.
There will be no Prayer Meeting this Friday.
All members are invited to attend the FEBC
End-of-Term Thanksgiving Service this Friday
(Nov 14, 08) at the Far Eastern Bible College, 9A
Gilstead Road, 7.30pm. Dinner will be served at
6.30pm.
Family Bible Study Fellowship this Sat (Nov
15, 08) at Mr and Mrs Ng Choon Seng’s place, 5
Mount Faber Road, #07-12, The Pearl, 5.30pm.
Tel: 97669005. Message: “Living in Service to
God (Part 2)” by Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy.
Contact Edward at 93887328 for details.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 34
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 72
Hymn No. 142
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 420
Offertory Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Luke 4:1-13
Pastoral Prayer Rev Koa Keng Woo
Sermon What Kind of Life Are

You Living?
(Rev Koa Keng Woo)

Closing Hymn No. 407 (Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Faith in Thought, Word and Deed
Jeffrey Khoo

(A sermon delivered at True Life BPC on
2 November 2008)

Text: James 1:19-27

What saves? Not works but faith alone! “For
by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works,
lest any man should boast” (Eph 2:8-9). But
there are those who profess faith but may not
possess faith, who claim to be Christian but do
not behave like one. So, what kind of faith
saves? James makes it very clear that a faith that
saves is a faith that works. “For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them” (Eph 2:10).

Faith that works is faith that is obedient to
the Word of God. It is significant to note that the
Word of God is emphasised in this passage. The

word logos (“word”), referring to the
Word of God, appears four times, in
verses 18, 21, 22, and 23. The Word
of God is described here in several
ways: it is called (1) truth (v18) and
(2) law (v25), and likened to (3) a
seed (v21), and (4) a mirror (v23).

Faith in God’s Word will change
or transform our thoughts, our speech
and our deeds, and this will only come
about if we begin to:

Hear God’s Word (1:19-21)

“Wherefore, my beloved brethren,
let every man be swift to hear, slow to
speak, slow to wrath” (v19).

The word “wherefore” links this
passage to the previous verse (i.e.
v18) which tells us that we have been
born again into God’s family and have
become children of God. Now that we
are adopted into God’s family through
His Word of truth, how ought we to
behave as children of God?

As children of God, we should do
more listening than speaking. This is
taught in the Old Testament especially
in the wisdom literature. With regard
to hearing, we have (1) Proverbs 1:5,
“A wise man will hear, and will
increase learning: And a man of
understanding shall attain unto wise
counsels.” (2) Proverbs 12:15, “The
way of a fool is right in his own eyes:
but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is
wise.” (3) Proverbs 19:20, “Hear
counsel, and receive instruction, that
thou mayest be wise in thy latter end.”

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS
General Offerings: S$14,895; RM70
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $400; Ethiopia
Mission $2,000; Marilyn Nanta’s Ministry $300;
Leakena (FEBC) $50; Josias (FEBC) $100; Sim
Swee Ho $500, $500, $100, $100, $80 (YPF);
Wendy Teng $100; FEBC Bookroom $53; FEBC
Scholarship $500, $100; FEBC $700, $400
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$20,878; RM70
Church Building Fund $1,000, $700, $500, $400,
$100 Total: S$842,532.27; USD600
Corrigendum: General Offerings in Oct 19, 08
Weekly should be S$11,010 instead of S$11,710.

Sunday School Offering: $215.00

Verse for the Week: Whoso rewardeth evil for
good, evil shall not depart from his house. Prov
17:13

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be held
this Sat, Nov 15, 08 at 3.30pm in the home of Mr
and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Message: “A
Servant’s Heart” by Sis Wendy Teng. Contact
Herbert at 94377715 for details.

YPF Camp 2008 will be held from Dec 15-20, 08.
Theme: Saved to Serve. Speaker: Pr Dennis
Kabingue. Venue: Halton Bungalow, Aloha Changi.
More details later.

James was reiterating the words of Jesus
when he said, “If any man among you
seem to be religious, and bridleth not his
tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this
man’s religion is vain” (v27). Jesus,
denouncing the false religious leaders of
Israel, said, “Woe, unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour
widows’ houses, and for a pretence make
long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the
greater damnation” (Matt 23:14). These
have “a form of godliness, but denying the
power thereof” (2 Tim 3:5). True religion
is seen in a faith that works, not a form
with words (Jas 2:15-16). True faith is not
hypocritical; it is not just talk and no walk.

True faith will lead to a transformation
of one’s thoughts, words, and deeds. Let
us therefore show that we have true faith
by hearing God’s Word and doing it, for
“faith without works is dead” (Jas 2:20).

Jesus said this of the scribes and
Pharisees, “Woe unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like
unto whited sepulchres, which indeed
appear beautiful outward, but are
within full of dead men’s bones, and of
all uncleanness. Even so ye also
outwardly appear righteous unto men,
but within ye are full of hypocrisy and
iniquity” (Matt 23:27-28).

What counts is a faith-based religion
which is manifested by a person’s
ability to control his tongue, his anger,
and his actions from sinning against
God (i.e. “slow to speak, slow to
wrath,” v19). Spirituality is not
measured by the length of one’s prayer.
It is not the performing of rituals
but the controlling of the tongue
that determines spiritual maturity.
Pharisaical religion is false religion.



(4) Psalm 62:11, “God hath spoken once;
twice have I heard.” Know also that “faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God” (Rom 10:17).

With regard to speaking, we have (1)
Proverbs 10:19, “In the multitude of words
there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth
his lips is wise.” (2) Proverbs 13:3, “He that
keepeth his mouth keepeth his life: but he
that openeth wide his lips shall have
destruction.” (3) Proverbs 17:27-28, “He
that hath knowledge spareth his words: …
Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is
counted wise: and he that shutteth his lips is
esteemed a man of understanding.” (4)
Proverbs 21:23, “Whoso keepeth his mouth
and tongue keepeth his soul from troubles.”

We do well to remember that when we
are in God’s house, where the Scriptures are
being read and taught, we should learn to
listen. Believers should learn to be quietly
submissive to the words of God, to be a
pupil rather than a teacher. Such wisdom is
expressed in Ecclesiastes 5:1-2, “Keep thy
foot when thou goest to the house of God,
and be more ready to hear, than to give the
sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that
they do evil. Be not rash with thy mouth, and
let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing
before God: for God is in heaven, and thou
upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.”
That is why “Silence is golden.” When we
are talking, we are not listening. We cannot
talk and listen at the same time, and when
we do not listen, we do not learn.
Talkativeness hinders education.

Not being quick with our mouth, will
also prevent many a strife in church. More
often than not, splits that happen in church
are due to (1) talkers who talk too much, i.e.
gossipers, rumour-mongers, and tale-bearers,
and (2) hearers who only hear one side of the
story and not both sides. Such unloving
speech and ungodly hearing would
invariably stir up anger and strife and bring a

whole lot of damage to an otherwise healthy
church. That is why James 3:5-6 warns us,
“Even so the tongue is a little member, and
boasteth great things. Behold, how great a
matter a little fire kindleth! And the tongue
is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue
among our members, that it defileth the
whole body, and setteth on fire the course of
nature; and it is set on fire of hell.”

Even when we hear something that we
do not like, we must be “slow to wrath.”
Proverbs 14:29 says, “He that is slow to
wrath is of great understanding: but he that
is hasty of spirit exalteth folly.” Ecclesiastes
7:9 states, “Be not hasty in thy spirit to be
angry: for anger resteth in the bosom of
fools.” That is why we should not be quick
to reply to emails which have caused us
to be angry. Go slow, calm down, think
objectively, check the facts, examine
ourselves, and then reply if and when
necessary. Proverbs 15:1 says, “A soft
answer turneth away wrath: but grievous
words stir up anger.”

Let us think and feel as God would,
“For the wrath of man worketh not the
righteousness of God” (v20). An angry man
speaks on the basis of how he feels. He does
not think before he speaks, nor does he
listen to what others have to say. His anger
is without reason and his conduct becomes
unreasonable. But the wise will speak and
act differently. Ecclesiastes 9:17 says, “The
words of wise men are heard in quiet more
than the cry of him that ruleth among fools.”

“Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and
superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able
to save your souls” (v21). In order to think
and feel as God would, we need to “lay
apart all filthiness.” The word “lay apart” is
used elsewhere with reference to taking off
one’s dirty clothes (Acts 7:58). In other
words, let us take off our morally filthy
thoughts and feelings and put on what is

morally pure and clean, namely, the Word of
God.

Instead of being angry, a man ought to be
gentle. Instead of being arrogant, he must be
humble. James was addressing professing
Christians who displayed no or very little
spirituality in their lives. When confronted
with their sins, they were likely to become
angry. James says the correct response
should be humility. The Word of God has
laid down certain rules. The laws of God are
meant to protect us. It is for own good
to obey them. The “engrafted word” is
powerful unto salvation. The Word of God
has already been sown or implanted in our
hearts. And if the seed has fallen on good
soil, it would bring forth fruit in our lives,
“some an hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty” (Matt 13:23). James was perhaps also
hinting that those who do not manifest any
Christian grace may not be in possession of
the engrafted Word. It is important to note
that James considers salvation to come by
means of receiving the Word of God and not
by doing the works of the flesh.

Do God’s Word (1:22-27)

Not only must we hear God’s Word, we
must also do God’s Word. “But be ye doers
of the word and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves” (v22). If we only hear and do
not do, we are deceiving ourselves. The
word “deceive” is used only twice in the
New Testament. It is used in Colossians 2:4
of a deception that comes from the outside;
“And this I say, lest any man should beguile
you with enticing words.” These are false
teachers—“grievous wolves enter in … not
sparing the flock” (Acts 10:29). Here, it is
referring to a deception that comes from
the inside; we are beguiling ourselves. We
become our own false teachers when we
think that it is enough to hear God’s Word
without the need to obey it.

“For if any be a hearer of the word, and
not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding

his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth
himself, and goeth his way, and straightway
forgetteth what manner of man he was”
(vv23-24). The word “behold” implies more
than a mere seeing. It means “to consider
closely,” or “to understand completely.” It is
more than a cursory look. This person who
goes to the mirror, goes there to inspect his
face. He knows exactly the condition of his
face. It is dirty and he knows it. But he goes
away doing nothing about it, thinking that
he is OK when he is not. This is self-
delusion at the highest level.

“But whoso looketh into the perfect law
of liberty, and continueth therein, he being
not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the
work, this man shall be blessed in his deed”
(v25). The word “looketh” in the original
literally means “to bend over.” It has the
idea of bending down in order to take a
closer look (John 20:11). The hearer and
doer of the Word is the one who takes the
time and trouble to study the Bible carefully,
and having studied it, sticks closely to it. He
seeks to observe every minute detail of the
law of God. And the law of God is not a law
of bondage, but a law of freedom. It is a law
which sets one free from the bondage of sin
when it is humbly received and obediently
kept. Blessed is the man who is a doer of the
law. The same beatitude is expressed in
Revelation 1:3, “Blessed is he that readeth,
and they that hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things which are
written therein: for the time is at hand.”

What is the meaning of true religion? “If
any man among you seem to be religious,
and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth
his own heart, this man’s religion is vain”
(v26). James here is speaking of the man
who appears “religious” because he
observes all the ceremonial duties of his
religion. This form-based religion is only a
show, and may not be real. Such outward
religious show is deceptive, and empty.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Nov 17 – 23, 2008)

WED 8.00 pm Church Session Meeting
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 11.30 am Holy Matrimony of
Herbert Goh & Ye Zuyi
Venue: Calvary Pandan BPC

3.30 pm No YPF Meeting
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Dr S H Tow)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

YPF Camp 2008, December 15-20, 2008 at
Aloha Changi, Halton Bungalow. Theme: Saved
to Serve. Speaker: Pr Dennis Kabingue. Camp
Fee: $35. Register at the Booktable. Registration
forms also available at http://www.febc.edu.sg/
truelife_YPFCamp08.htm. Closing Date: Nov
23, 08. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Elder J T Joseph
Opening Hymn No. 66
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 91
Hymn No. 347
Announcements
Special Number Deborah & Lai Peng
Offering & Hymn No. 405
Offertory Prayer Elder J T Joseph
Scripture Text Rev 13:1-18
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Sermon One World Predicted

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 425
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Earnestly Contend for the Faith
(Message delivered by the Rev Dr Timothy Tow at the
14th Anniversary Thanksgiving Service of Gethsemane

BPC, March 24, 2002)

“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write
unto you of the common salvation, it was
needful for me to write unto you, and exhort
you that ye should earnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered unto the saints”
(Jude 3).

Why Contend for the Faith
The title of my message is “Earnestly Contend

for the Faith.” The apostle Jude was writing to the
believers and at first his idea was to talk of the
common salvation. That of course will edify our
hearts. But the apostle Jude says, “When I desired
to do this thing, it was needful for me to exhort
you.” He was constrained by the Holy Spirit that
this one thing was very important that you should
earnestly contend for the faith. The whole epistle is
devoted to this one theme—earnestly contend for
the faith. And who are the examples of those whom

we must oppose? Three people are
mentioned—Cain, Balaam and Core.
These are rebels who do not obey the
faith, who resist the Lord.

Why should we earnestly contend
for the faith? We need to contend for the
faith because there are so many who
are against the Lord, and they are
mentioned as follows—false Christs,
false prophets, false apostles, false
teachers, false spirits, false witnesses
and false brethren. And we have three
synoptic gospels—Matthew, Mark and
Luke—warning against false prophets
and false Christs, from the mouth of
our Lord Himself, and three epistles,
namely, Jude that we have just read, and
2 Peter and 1 John. But the fact is that
the whole life of Jesus in His ministry of
3½ years was a constant battle against
“this wicked generation.”

What is the wicked generation?
They are the scribes, the Jewish
theologians, and the Pharisees, the
high churchmen. They were constantly
against Jesus, against His claim to be
one with the Father, He is the Son of
God, He is equal to the Father and that
He can forgive sins. Who can forgive
sins but God? But Jesus countered right
away, “That you may know that the Son
of Man has power on earth to forgive
sins, ‘Rise up and walk.’” He said this
to the paralytic that was brought by four
men. And he arose and took up his
bedding and he walked away praising
the Lord. Our Lord Jesus Christ, when
He preached the gospel to the
multitudes had also to constantly expose
the false prophets in the church. This is

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$10,262.30; RM20
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $200; Rev
Stephen Khoo $100; Rev Jeffrey Khoo $200; Rev
Prabhudas Koshy $200; Bible Witness $100; Ladies
Fellowship $150; Leakena (FEBC) $50; Wendy
Teng $200, $100; FEBC Bookroom $53; FEBC
Scholarship $100; FEBC $1,000, $480, $400
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$13,795.30; RM20
Church Building Fund $1,000, $150, $150, $50
Total: S$843,882.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $380.00

Verse for the Week: The beginning of strife is as
when one letteth out water: therefore leave off
contention, before it be meddled with. Prov 17:14

Sunset Gospel Bible Fellowship tonight, 6pm,
Calvary Pandan BPC (201 Pandan Gardens).
Topic: “The BP Stand.” What is BP? Hear what
Dr S H Tow, an original BP says! You may be
shocked!

Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

6.8 In loyalty to the revealed Word, we, as an
organised portion of the people of God, are
obliged to oppose all forms of modernism,
cultism, Romanism and false religions.
Dialogue for the purpose of reaching a
compromise between all true Bible believers
and representatives of such beliefs is impious,
unbiblical, treasonous and unfaithful to the
holy God, as He has revealed Himself to us in
His infallible, inerrant Word.

6.9 We are opposed to all efforts to obscure or
wipe out the clear line of separation between
these absolutes: truth and error, light and
darkness. (See Isa 5:20; 2 Cor 6:14-18.) We
refer to such efforts by New Evangelicals,
Charismatic Christians, promoters of
ecumenical cooperative evangelism and of
the social gospel, and all churches and other
movements and organisations that are aligned
with or sympathetic to the Ecumenical
Movement.

6.10 The Church, having been founded on the
principle of Biblical Separation, and being
affiliated with the B-P Church of Singapore,
which is a member of the International
Council of Christian Churches (ICCC), is
likewise affiliated with the ICCC as long as
the ICCC faithfully maintains its stand on
Biblical Separation.

apostasy, whole denominations in their
official capacity, as well as individual
churches, have been swept into a
paganising stream of modernism under
various names and in varying degrees.

6.6 There has been a notable growth of
autocratic domination on the part
especially of modernistic leaders by
whom the rightful powers of true
churches are often usurped and are now
being usurped.

6.7 The commands of God to His people
to be separate from all unbelief and
corruption are clear and positive: “Be
ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers” (2 Cor 6:14; see also Matt
6:24; Rom 16:17; Gal 1; Eph 5:11; 2
Thess 3:6, 14; 2 Tim 3:1-7; Tit 3:10; 2
Pet 2:1-3; 1 John 4:1-3; 2 John 7-11;
Jude 3:20-24; Rev 18:4). We reach out
to those who are part of any human
system which involves compromise
with error, and who thus ought to
“come out from among them” (2 Cor
6:17), separate themselves unto the
“Father ... the Lord Almighty” (2 Cor
6:18), thus “cleansing themselves” and
perfecting holiness in the fear of God (2
Cor 7:1).



the wicked generation. Now we ask ourselves: Is
there such a wicked generation—false Christs,
false prophets, false teachers, in high places
today? Exactly the same as in the Jewish Church,
so it is in the Christian church.

Why the B-P Movement Is Blessed
Why has the Lord blessed the Bible-

Presbyterian (B-P) Movement? I will tell you my
own testimony. I went to study in America
in 1948, January, 54 years ago. One wintry
morning there came a very distinguished
gentleman. He was none other than Dr Carl
McIntire who has just been received into glory
and his funeral will be held next Tuesday, March
26, 2002. He told us about the great danger in the
church because they were going to form the
World Council of Churches to extend their
influence, which is the Ecumenical Movement.
By now I believe you know what is ecumenical.
One inhabited world, one roof under which all
denominations must unite and all the Protestant
denominations will return to Rome. That is the
meaning of the Ecumenical Movement. Dr
McIntire called for young men like us to join
a counter movement called the 20th Century
Reformation Movement. It is to carry on the 16th

Century Reformation Movement of Martin
Luther and to separate from the Ecumenical
Movement. Well, when I went to seminary I had
some idea of Martin Luther. I knew that he was a
reformer. My heart was set on fire. My heart
was knit to his heart, like David and Jonathan. I
took such a keen interest in the Reformation
Movement that I have been helped by the grace
of God to stand firm to this day. I have taken
part in many oppositions raised by the ICCC
(International Council of Christian Churches) to
speak against Romanism, Ecumenism, Neo-
evangelicalism, Charismatism.

Why the FEBC Was Founded
But now the battle is centred on the Bible.

Because you suddenly realise that the market
is flooded with well over one hundred new
versions during the last 50 years. These new
Bibles so-called depart a great deal from the
Received Text upon which the King James
Bible, the Bible that we use, is founded. The
Bible is two and two are four. The Bible has only

one answer. The Bible has only one teaching.
That is the reason why we founded the Far
Eastern Bible College (FEBC) exactly 40 years
ago, to stand against those who are false
prophets and false teachers. The battle must
continue because if FEBC does not take a
strong stand against the erosion of faith we will
be toppled.

In 1947 there was founded in Los Angeles
the Fuller Seminary. It was founded by Charles
Fuller, the preacher of the old-fashioned revival
hour. And he had five faculty members that
were true to the Word. But in no time
liberalism entered it and through one man the
whole seminary was toppled. Today Fuller
Seminary is one that appears to be evangelical,
but is most diabolical.

Now the battle today is mainly on the Bible.
As I told you there are well over one hundred
versions. The first version that came in to take
the place of the King James Bible which has
been reigning supreme for the last 300 years,
was the translation of the Revised Standard
Version (RSV) in 1952. The ICCC at once
went to battle and exposed this Bible to be a
poisonous one. It translates “Behold a virgin
shall conceive” into “Behold a young woman
shall conceive.” What young woman cannot
conceive? Our council took a strong stand
against the RSV and its sale was restricted.
But in 1978 there arrived the NIV. It is now
sweeping the Christian world. I am very sure
you know what the NIV is, the New
International Version. The NIV is not based on
the Textus Receptus on which the King James
Bible is based but is based on the corrupt text
of the Westcott and Hort. Who are these two
men? They are two Cambridge professors of
Greek who spent many years to manoeuvre the
Anglican Church. The Anglican Church agreed
with them that they needed a new translation
and so they produced in 1881 the Revised
Version.

When I was a boy, I bought a Revised
Version but the Revised Version attacked point
after point our old Bible. Over 9,900 words are
altered, deleted. Out of the Bible, the equivalent
of 8 chapters, 1 and 2 Peter, are scissored. Let
me ask you, suppose you have one page torn

from your Bible, can you use it? I will not use
that Bible. But when you have torn away 8
chapters and deleted and changed 9,900 words,
all the more you will not have it. As a result, it
died a diseased death. After some years it went
out of publication because the people, true
Christians, would not buy a poisonous Bible.

But now, just as poisonous as the Revised
Version is the NIV. To prove to you the NIV
is a very corrupt Bible, it has “taken out” the
passage of the woman taken in adultery. But I
tell you that the story of the woman taken in
adultery is the most magnanimous account of
Jesus’ life. The Jews tried to trap Jesus. To put
Him in a place where they say since she is
guilty of adultery she must be stoned to death.
But any good lawyer could challenge them, “If
she is taken in adultery what happens to the
adulterer, the man? Why don’t you bring him
here?” Jesus is the Son of God. He is God. Can
puny man try to outwit God? Jesus retorted,
“Who is without sin, let him cast the first
stone.” Dr John Sung has a very humorous
way of illustrating the situation. From 70
downwards to 15 one by one slunk away like
a beaten dog. When Jesus looked around
everyone was gone. Then Jesus forgave the
woman, “Go and sin no more.” Is not that most
expressive of the marvellous grace of God? It
strikes at us. Who can say I am pure? A glance
of the eye will cause us to commit adultery in
the heart. But NIV “takes out” the precious
Word.

The last 12 verses of Mark are also
“missing” and 1 John 5:7. In the King James
Bible, we have three in heaven who are
witnesses—the Father, the Word and the Holy
Ghost. It is a most definite statement on the
Holy Trinity. Today the great battle is on the
Bible. “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to
write unto you of the common salvation, it was
needful for me to write unto you, and exhort
you that ye should earnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered unto the
saints.”

Why Bible Witness Is Needed
I want to apply to your very excellent

magazine—the Bible Witness. Truly it is full of
spiritual food. But I must tell you, the church is

very sick. Just like this time I got sick. I never
have been sick for so long. It is terrible. Now I
can sympathise with those that are in trouble.
And we must realise that we are in trouble. In
the B-P Church today we are the very few who
are standing for the faith. So I told your pastor,
“Today I am going to challenge you. First of
all, that when the next Bible Witness comes out,
it will have one special section on defending
the faith.” And so I pray that the Lord will give
your church much power by taking a stand for
His cause. Remember Satan has the ability to
change himself 72 times like the monkey god.
Knowing his tactics, let us continue to earnestly
contend for the faith which was once delivered
unto the saints. Amen.

True Life Preserves the Godly Path
(True Life BPC’s Constitution Article 6:

“Principle and Practice of Biblical Separation”)

6.1 The doctrine of separation from sin unto
God is a fundamental principle of the
Bible, one grievously ignored in the church
today.

6.2 This doctrine arises out of the holiness of
God. Both the purity and righteousness of
God (Luke 1:75) are involved. “Be ye
holy; for I am holy.” (1 Pet 1:16, also 3:11;
Exod 15:11; Isa 6:3; 2 Cor 7:1).

6.3 The Bible does speak of cooperation (“be
of one mind,” “that they may all be one,”
“labourers together,” “keep the unity of the
Spirit,” “Follow peace with all men, and
holiness, without which no man shall see
the Lord,” also 1 Cor 12:25). However,
biblical cooperation is based upon
TRUTH. It involves the united effort of
God’s people. This is not a cooperation
borne of a spirit of undiscerning pluralism,
or that of seeking “truth” in all religions.

6.4 We maintain that Scripture teaches a
separation that is based on the holiness
of God, producing purity in all of life,
personal and ecclesiastical.

6.5 It is the duty of all true churches of
the Lord Jesus Christ to make a clear
testimony to their faith in Him, especially
in these darkening days of apostasy in
many professing churches, by which
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Nov 24 – 30, 2008)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship
(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Young People’s Fellowship will be having a
Visitation to the home of Mr Sim Swee Ho this
Sat, Nov 29, 08 at 3.30pm. Address: Blk 237,
Choa Chu Kang Central, #11-65, Singapore
680237. For those requiring transport, please
meet outside FEBC Bookroom at 3pm. Contact
Samuel Eio at 96411858 for details.
YPF Camp 2008, December 15-20, 2008 at
Aloha Changi, Halton Bungalow. Theme: Saved
to Serve. Speaker: Pr Dennis Kabingue. Camp
Fee: $35. Register at the book table. Closing
Date: Today. Contact Samuel Goh at 91817471
for details.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee
Opening Hymn No. 226
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 55
Hymn No. 107
Announcements
Special Number African Students
Offering & Hymn No. 426
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee
Scripture Text Phil 4:6-7
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy
Sermon Cure for Worry

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
Closing Hymn No. 311
Benediction Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy

One World Predicted
(A Message by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo at True Life

BPC on November 16, 2008)

Text: Revelation 13

Globalisation is the talk of the world. There
is a relentless push today towards One World.
The recent Beijing Olympics 2008 highlighted
this agenda; it had this slogan—“One World One
Dream.” Dear friends, it is no dream; it will be
reality! The Bible says so.

Two thousand years ago, the Apostle John
wrote these divinely inspired words of prophecy:
“And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a
beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads
and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns,
and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. And
the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard,
and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his
mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon
gave him his power, and his seat, and great

authority. … and power was given
him over all kindreds, and tongues,
and nations” (Rev 13:1, 2, 7). God
Himself has preserved these inspired
words of prophecy for us so that we
might know what is coming. And by
knowing what is going to happen, we
would seek to live wisely and not
foolishly. Know for sure that a new
world order is coming. A world that
will be controlled by one man—a
global dictator—moved by none other
than the devil himself (Rev 13:2, 4)

This One World dictator is known
by many names. He is called the
Antichrist (1 John 2:18, 22, 4:3), the
little horn (Dan 7:8), the wilful king
(Dan 11:36), the man of sin (2 Thess
2:2), the son of perdition (2 Thess
2:13), the wicked one (2 Thess 2:8),
and here in Revelation, the beast (Rev
13:1). He will set up a One World
Order. What will this One World
System be like? Revelation 13 tells us
that the One World that is coming will
have the following characteristics:

One World Government

One day, one man will have power
over the whole world. In Revelation
13:3, we are told that the “dragon”
namely the devil himself will give to
such a man “his power, and his seat,
and great authority.” By God’s
permission, Satan is right now “the
god of this world” (2 Cor 4:4). He is
given the power to confer worldly
authority and power to anyone who

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $10,226
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $170; Sim
Swee Ho $100; FEBC Building Fund $200; FEBC
Bookroom $53; FEBC $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$11,049
Church Building Fund $600, $150, $100 Total:
S$844,732.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $292.70

Verse for the Week: He that justifieth the wicked,
and he that condemneth the just, even they both are
abomination to the LORD. Prov 17:15

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1
Kings under Elder Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am. All
are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.
Christmas Gospel Meeting will be held on Dec
20, 08 (Sat), 4.30pm, RELC Room 602. Speaker: Pr
Dennis Kabingue. Bring a friend!
Sunday School Christmas Party will be held
on Dec 20, 08 (Sat), 4.30pm, RELC Room 603,
concurrently with the Christmas Gospel Meeting in
Room 602. Open to ages 3 to 12 years. All are
welcome.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

frequency Identification) chip. Could this be
the mark of the Antichrist?

Be Warned

In such perilous times, what should we
do? Let us make sure we are born again and
saved from our sins and from the wrath of
God to come. Those who have been saved
by the Lord Jesus Christ, sealed by the Holy
Spirit, will be protected by God the Father,
and will not receive the mark of the beast.

A One World Order is coming—One
World Government, One World Religion,
One World Economy—masterminded by the
unholy Trinity—the Devil, the Antichrist
and the False Prophet. Be warned, beware,
be wise!

For further study, read Pastor Timothy
Tow’s commentaries on Daniel—Visions of
the Princely Prophet, and on Revelation—
Coming World Events Unveiled. Get them
from FEBC Bookroom, 9A Gilstead Road
(http://www.febc.edu.sg/bookroom.htm).
They make good Christmas gifts.

done electronically and wirelessly. No
need for paper or for cash. No more forms
to fill. No numbers or passwords to
remember. No need for credit cards, debit
cards or identity cards. No need for
passports either. All this high-tech stuff
which makes our life very convenient and
comfortable would also mean giving up
our privacy and freedom to one man who
will have the right to decide whether we
eat or starve, whether we live or die.

The current global economic recession
(described as a “tsunami”) provides the
impetus for such a One World Economy
with a One World currency and banking
system. One day, there will be a common
PIN (Personal Identification Number) for
everyone and it is the number of the
Antichrist, namely, 666. Those who will
follow the False Prophet, worship the
Antichrist and receive his number will
finally be cast into the lake of fire (Rev
19:20). Already there exists a device that
can make this happen, the RFID (Radio-



would bow down and worship him. This can
be seen when Satan tempted the Lord Jesus
Christ in the wilderness. Remember how Satan
took Jesus to a very high mountain and there
showed him all the kingdoms of the world,
and said to Him, “All these things will I give
thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me”
(Matt 4:9)? Satan wanted to make Christ into
an Antichrist. How did our Saviour respond?
Jesus told the devil, “Get thee hence, Satan:
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve” (Matt
4:10). The Lord Jesus Christ did not succumb
to the temptations of the devil. But the coming
Antichrist, he will kowtow to the devil and the
devil will give to him all the kingdoms of the
world.

When we look at the world today, we are
seeing the grouping of nations into political or
economic blocs. Such regional unions will
ultimately lead to a One World union. Already
you have the European Union. Will we see an
American Union, an African Union, and an
Asian Union in the foreseeable future? The
nations of the world are already talking about
such unions because they are desirable for
peace and prosperity.

In order to hold the world together, there
must come a man who will command the
respect and admiration of the whole world.
The Antichrist who will arise one day will be
such a man. He will be a great orator. He will
speak persuasively and powerfully, “speaking
great things and blasphemies” (Rev 13:5). He
will move the hearts of men with his words,
and will speak proudly against God.
Revelation 13:6 tells us, “And he opened
his mouth in blasphemy against God, to
blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and
them that dwell in heaven.” He would blame
God for all the ills of the world, and promise
to heal the world that he claims God has made
sick. Those who oppose him he will crush and
no earthly power will be able to defeat him,
and everyone will be amazed at him saying,
“Who is like unto the beast? Who is able to

make war with him?” (Rev 13:4). None of
course! Satan will make sure of that.

Now, with absolute power to rule will
come the sinful desire to be worshipped. For
this to happen, he will form a

One World Religion
Revelation 13:8 tells us that all who do

not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ will
worship the Antichrist: “And all that dwell
upon the earth shall worship him, whose
names are not written in the book of life of
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world.”

Now the Antichrist will be assisted by a
False Prophet. This false teacher of religion
is described in Revelation 13:11, “And I
beheld another beast coming up out of the
earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and
he spake as a dragon. And he exerciseth all
the power of the first beast before him, …
And he doeth great wonders, so that he
maketh fire come down from heaven on the
earth in the sight of men, And deceiveth them
that dwell on the earth by the means of those
miracles which he had power to do in the
sight of the beast.” This second beast—the
False Prophet—will be able to perform
Satanic miracles which will mesmerise the
world into worshipping the first beast—the
Antichrist. And those who refuse to worship
the Antichrist he will kill (Rev 13:12, 15).

This False Prophet is a wolf in sheep’s
clothing, for he is described as looking like
a lamb but speaking like a dragon (Rev
13:10). Jesus warns, “Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves” (Matt 7:15). As Christians, we had
better learn to discern the true from the false.
Do not judge a person by his looks. Do not
go by the rule of Hollywood: the good man
or the hero is the tall, dark, and handsome
guy. Go by the rule of God’s Holy Word,
“Judge not according to the appearance, but
judge righteous judgment” (John 7:54), and
that means not looking at the face but the

heart. This was what the Lord told Samuel,
“Look not on his countenance, or on the
height of his stature; because I have refused
him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth;
for man looketh on the outward appearance,
but the LORD looketh on the heart” (1 Sam
16:7).

How can we see or know the heart? Jesus
said, “Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth
forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth
forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring
forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree
bring forth good fruit. Every tree that
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down,
and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their
fruits ye shall know them. Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in heaven. Many
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have
we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in thy name
done many wonderful works? And then will I
profess unto them, I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matt 7:16-
23). The test is in their speech and their
deeds; do they square with the Word of God.
The end-time False Prophet will perform
miracles to deceive and destroy. He looks
like a lamb, gentle and innocent, but
speaks like the dragon, speaking lies and
blaspheming God. He seeks not the glory of
God, but the glory of man. The motto of the
False Prophet is “I must increase and Christ
must decrease” (cf John 3:30).

A One World Religion is taking shape.
Already the World Council of Churches
(WCC) and the Evangelicals and Catholics
Together (ECT) statements of 1994 and
1997 have succeeded in uniting the
Protestant Church with the Roman Catholic
Church, undoing the 16th Century Protestant
Reformation. Already, the Lutheran World
Federation on October 31, 1999, had

declared the Reformation to be a mistake
and is now joined with the Catholic Church.
Now the work of uniting all religions has
begun, and it is done through the United
Religions Initiative (URI) which was
founded in the year 2000 in San Francisco.
The coming False Prophet will use this One
World Religion to usher in the worship of
the Antichrist.

That is why True Life BPC and all other
faithful BP and non-BP churches have
taken a separatist stand in obedience to
God’s command not to be “unequally yoked
together with unbelievers … Wherefore
come out from among them, and be ye
separate, … and touch not the unclean
thing” (2 Cor 6:14, 17).

Not only will there be a One World
Religion, there will also be a

One World Economy
A One World Economy is predicted in

Revelation 13:16-18, “And he causeth all,
both small and great, rich and poor, free
and bond, to receive a mark in their right
hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man
might buy or sell, save he that had the mark,
or the name of the beast, or the number of
his name. Here is wisdom. Let him that hath
understanding count the number of the
beast: for it is the number of a man; and his
number is Six hundred threescore and six.”

One day everyone living on planet earth
will be required to receive the mark of the
beast in order to survive or subsist. Without
this mark, you will not be able to buy or
sell unless you have this mark. This will
invariably involve the banking system.
Everything will be made to conform to the
One World standards set by the coming One
World ruler. A One World currency and a
cashless society will one day emerge. Gone
will be the days of bankbooks and safe
deposit boxes. A microchip can be easily
implanted into one’s right hand or forehead,
and in it will contain all of one’s personal
and financial data. All transactions will be
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Dec 1 – 7, 2008)

WED 7.45 pm Ladies Fellowship
FRI 8.00 pm Family Worship
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Quek Suan Yew)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Ladies Fellowship Meeting will be held this
Wed, Dec 3, 08 at 7.45pm. Venue: RELC, Level
6, Newton Room (Room 601). Message: “The
Christian’s Helper” by Pr Lek Aik Wee. All are
welcome. Contact Jenny Kan at 62890682 for
details.
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be
held at the home of Mr and Mrs David Ong this
Fri, Dec 5, 08 at 8pm. Address: 31 Windsor Park
Road, Singapore 574137. Tel: 64599459.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Dec 6, 08 at 3.30pm in the home of
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Message:
“Water Baptism and the Lord’s Supper” by Rev
Dr Jeffrey Khoo. Contact Samuel Eio at
96411858 for details.
YPF Camp 2008, December 15-20, 2008 at
Aloha Changi, Halton Bungalow. Theme: Saved
to Serve. Speaker: Pr Dennis Kabingue. There
will be a Camp Briefing next Lord’s Day, Dec
7, 08 after the Worship Service. All Campers
please attend. Contact Samuel Goh at 91817471
for details.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 149 Petir Road at
2.30pm. For details, please contact Dn Charles
Kan at 98310468.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 163
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 47
Hymn No. 93
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 449
Offertory Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Phil 4:7
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy
Sermon The Peace of God

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
Closing Hymn No. 334
Benediction Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy

Learning from Christians in China
(Testimony of FEBC Alumna, Esther Chew,

BTh ’00, MRE ’03)

Thank God for FEBC, where I really learned
how to love my Lord best and to strive to live more
for Him. My beloved alma mater and conscientious
faculty helped me mature in spiritual awareness
and biblical knowledge. Through dear Matron, I
gained the domestic arts of housekeeping and
cooking. Certainly my life was changed for the

better in countless ways (Romans 8:28).
Though I never had any missionary
vision in FEBC, my Divine Captain
mapped me an adventurous itinerary to
the far-flung shores of Israel, Thailand,
Saipan and China, all greatly removed
in distance and facilities from Canada,
my comfort zone.

Despite my English educational
background (with no Chinese skills),
somehow my Lord led me to the
Chinese church in Saipan on 13th

September 2006, with a one-year air-
ticket. But by God’s Higher Hand, I
only taught the brethren for just three
months. In order to learn how to
communicate in Mandarin with the non-
English speaking church community, I
joined the children’s Chinese pinyin
class for beginners every Saturday for
about two months. My Lord helped me
pick up the language (Prov 20:12);
and at the Airport, I was constrained to
give an impromptu farewell message
in English, which I automatically
translated into Mandarin. The whole
group was amazed at my “language
ability.” I laughed at their spontaneous
declaration that I was qualified to go to
China alone!

Back home in Canada, I was most
restless, burdened for the mainland
Chinese. By God’s providence, I wrote
and completed my Junior RPG writings
for “Love Chapter, 1 Corinthians 13” on
1st July 2007. After much prayer I
believed God was leading me to a house
church in a small village near
GuangZhou in South China, even

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$6,975; JPY100
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Errol
Stone $600; Rev Hien $600; Rev Stephen Khoo
$1,000, $550; Berean BPC $100; VBA 2009 $400;
FEBC Students $2,000; Leakena (FEBC) $50;
Rajan (FEBC) $100, $100; Maureen $100; Sim
Swee Ho $1,000, $100; Wendy Teng $200; FEBC
Bookroom $43; FEBC $2,000
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$16,118; JPY100
Church Building Fund $150, $100 Total:
S$844,982.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $356.00

Verse for the Week: Wherefore is there a price in
the hand of a fool to get wisdom, seeing he hath no
heart to it? Prov 17:16

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1
Kings under Elder Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.
Christmas Gospel Meeting will be held on Dec
20, 08 (Sat), 4.30pm, RELC Room 602. Speaker: Pr
Dennis Kabingue. Bring a friend!
Sunday School Christmas Party will be held
on Dec 20, 08 (Sat), 4.30pm, RELC Room 603,
concurrently with the Christmas Gospel Meeting in
Room 602. Open to ages 3 to 12 years. All are
welcome.
True Life B-P Church’s sermons are taped and
available for sale in DVD ($5) or Audio CD ($3).
You may place your prepaid orders or collect your
orders at the Booktable, 12pm – 12.30pm.
Mr and Mrs Herbert Goh thank Pastor, Session
and brethren for their prayers, encouragements,
help, presence and gifts during their holy
matrimony on Nov 22, 08. All praise and glory be
unto God! We congratulate the newly-weds!
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

tricksters and charismatics (John 10:28-29).
My Lord blessed my six months with so
many rewarding fruits (Isa 55:11). By God’s
mercies, I am now back home in Canada.
Across the oceans, we are communicating
by phone and e-mail. The young people are
still gratefully conveying their thanks for my
lessons, hoping I would return in the very
near future. Yes, I missed them, praying
daily for them, as they do me. I believe
strongly that my Lord will soon send me
back there again, and I have begun making
preparations.

*****

There was no lack of “guides” for
sight-seeing, but I just had no time,
energy, nor inclination, not even for their
famed Great Wall. Anyway, I reminded
them that Heaven would be much more
beautiful! The days were hectic, filled
with classes, visitation, counselling,
lengthy discussions, writing, besides
much praying and preparation in English
and Mandarin (2 Tim 4:2), but there was
tremendous satisfaction at the end of each
fatigued day.

Thank God for preserving me many
times, especially from confidence–



though the outreach was to only one 6-year
old neighbor girl, whose non-Christian
parents wanted her to study English! Every
soul is precious! So, armed with my 6-
months’ tourist visa, I left Canada on 14th

July 2007, praying unceasingly (1 Thess
5:17) during that 20+ hours’ flight to my
“fearful” destination (for China had always
been a “no-no” during my past travels).
Thank God for graciously providing many
prayerful supporters in different parts of the
world, too!

It was teeming with many factories, very
polluted, dirty and noisy, with several
miserable, sickly-looking, stray dogs. The
many crude factory workers daily squatted
or sat on the verandahs playing cards during
their lunch breaks. Indiscriminate spitting
and smoking were common. The frequent
smell of cigarette smoke caused me to
cough. Was also warned of prevalent snatch
thievery. Being advised to blend in with the
locals, I attempted to dress like them, yet
people still commented that I was “foreign”
even before I spoke a single word!

The very high humidity was a “daily
heatwave” to me! Was often most drained
physically, but my Lord enabled (2 Cor
12:9). Sanitation indoors and outdoors was
quite negligible. It was tough, contending
with the stench and filth. The house church
was also next (almost ‘touching distance’) to
a construction site and the daily (dawn-dusk)
relentless building works (of loud, piercing
noises of piling, drilling, banging,
hammering, shouting, etc.) resulted in
most clamorous, dusty, and unhygienic
surroundings. I could only focus on the
Author and Finisher of my faith, finding
strength and encouragement in earnest,
frequent communication with Him and His
Word. Oft-times I sang many beautiful
hymns (learnt from FEBC), whose
meaningful lyrics greatly comforted me too.
My daily prayer was for divine protection
from the environment, harm, evil, even the
spitting, viruses and germs from man,
animal, as well as the water, meats, veggies,

and fruits, in that “consumer-unfriendly” land.

Despite the unpleasant scenario, I had to
fulfill God’s plan. Never doubting His love for
me, but most aware of my own weaknesses, I
prayed fervently for increased love for Him
and more submission to His will. Certainly
every day was a “thank God/count my
blessings” experience of drawing nigh to Him
and His Word, focusing on heavenly things
not looking at my feeble frame nor the people
and things around me. On 2nd August, I
was led to fast half-day every day for re-
confirmation that I was to stay the whole
period of six months there, and for strength to
cope with the never-changing, never-ending
atrociously unpleasant conditions. Yet, amidst
all these unpalatable circumstances, my Lord
graciously enabled me to complete my Junior
RPG writings on “Children of the Bible” (Phil
4:13).

As in all my other mission stations, despite
the circumstances, I had much joy preparing
my lessons and teaching them (Neh 8:10c).
The medium of instruction was Mandarin, and
my oral pronunciation gradually improved. As
it was school holidays I had lessons Monday-
Friday and Sunday mornings. Since my text
was based on the Bible, my English lessons
were actually Sunday School classes. The
gospel was presented in songs and stories.
Sweet MongQi wanted to believe after 12
lessons, but I waited another 4 lessons before
asking the house church Chinese preacher to
lead her in the sinners’ prayer. Obediently she
shared at home and her parents attended two
worship services, too. Hallelujah!

One day I realised I was even thinking
in Mandarin. Funny but true, I was only
speaking English to my Lord! The weekly
night class had poor attendance due to the
brethren’s over-time work at the factories.
About 73 days (2½ months) later, according to
God’s mercies, after much prayer and 52 half-
day fasting, I ascertained God’s leading to
the city of Tianjin in North China. My only
contact there was a Chinese professor. During
her recent research project in a Canadian
university, she was brought to church where

by God’s providence I presented the gospel
and shared God’s Word every Sunday as
well as counseling via e-mail during the
week. Prayed with her to confess the Lord
Jesus before I left for Saipan in 2006.

Unhesitatingly, I flew to Tianjin on 26th

September, because I was following my
Divine Commander. What a great harvest
field! (Luke 10:2). Young and old were
thirsting to learn English, which I readily
taught, using the Bible. My day and night
classes with individuals and groups (of both
sexes, aged from early teens to late 60s)
speedily began. Their enthusiasm and
numbers were most encouraging. Believers
and non-believers phoned or came with their
doubts, problems and many questions. Some
also came during their lunch-break for
clarification or biblical discussion. Thank
God for wisdom to minister to these needy
ones. One long-time believer gratefully
praised God for learning from me about
repentance of individual sins and “who is
my neighbour?” On 17th October, I guided
two teenagers (who thought they were
Christians) to confess their sins, and received
the Lord. We all shed tears of joy.

Four days later, I heard a mature-looking
12 year-old prayed a beautiful prayer in
Mandarin, but she had no inkling about
repentance of sins, having believed on her
own at the age of eight or nine. What a
wonderful privilege to explain and then to
pray with her. She faithfully attended my
classes, making the one-hour journey alone,
even on bitterly cold wintry nights. On 22nd

October, a “Christian” who had no peace in
her heart stayed back after night class and
asked me to lead her in the sinners’ prayer.
On 13th November, a shy, middle-aged man
who suffered from spiritual oppression,
came with a long list of questions and
concerns. He was accompanied by his good
friend, a lawyer who is a staunch Buddhist.
After some hours of Bible sharing (he read
from the Chinese and I from my KJV), he
voluntarily knelt to pray the sinners’ prayer.
At the time of this writing he is still in

contact with me and thankfully testifying that
he had no more oppression ever since he
turned to the Lord! (Gal 6:9).

In late November my Lord miraculously
led my footsteps to a small house church (Jer
10:23). It later transpired that it is led by
Ting Li Mei’s descendants. Constrained by
the Lord, I spent my remaining weeks
teaching the brethren on Fridays (Seniors’
Fellowship), Saturdays (Youth), and Sundays
(worship). They continually testified of God’s
love for them, in bringing me from faraway
Canada into their midst, to share so much
Bible truths. I gave all praise to my God and
alma mater for equipping me. Watering, I had
been watered myself!

As the days sped by, I was much burdened
by the “lost sheep,” touched by the
“undernourished sheep” who cried about the
lack of “grass” there; and much encouraged
by the devotion of many (lacking in
knowledge and experience, but very
committed). Mixed feelings and reactions
surfaced. My chronic allergic cough was
troublesome and I was very exhausted
physically, yet I felt reluctant at my soon
departure, because the need was so great and I
tried to reach out to more. Felt rather troubled
by those, who in anguish lamented, “who will
teach us when you leave?”, “where to get
answers to my questions, doubts, fears?” etc.
I exhorted them to pray God to send His other
faithful servants in future (Mark 10:27).

Several beloved brethren also shared their
paradox of being relieved I would be returning
to Canada soon, because of their concern for
my allergic cough, yet simultaneously, they
fervently wished I could stay on longer to
teach them more. Have lost count of the many
who had asked and invited me to return to
China next year, declaring there was still so
much they had not learnt from me yet!
Encouraged them to pray as I had been
praying myself for God’s leading. They feared
I might choose not to return but I promised I
would submit to my Lord’s will, whatever my
personal preferences.
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Dec 8 – 14, 2008)

FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting
RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship
Adults Fellowship

SUN 9.15 am Sunday School
10.30 am Worship (Lord’s Supper)

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)
2.30 pm Evangelism

Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Dec 13, 08 at 3.30pm in the home
of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “Guide Thine Heart in the Way of the
Lord” by Rev Wee Eng Moh. Contact Samuel
Eio at 96411858 for details.
Adults Fellowship Meeting will be held this Sat,
Dec 13, 08 at Mr and Mrs William Teo’s home,
Blk 835 Woodlands St 83 #12-113, 3.30pm.
Program: Bible Study on Acts by Rev Dr Jeffrey
Khoo. Contact William Teo at 91831150 for
details.
YPF Camp 2008, December 15-20, 2008 at
Aloha Changi, Halton Bungalow. There will be a
Camp Briefing in the Auditorium immediately
after Worship Service today. All Campers please
stay for the briefing.
Christmas Gospel Meeting will be held on
Dec 20, 08 (Sat), 4.30pm, RELC Room 602.
Pr Dennis Kabingue speaks on “The Perfect
Love”. Bring a friend!
Sunday School Christmas Party will be held
on Dec 20, 08 (Sat), 4.30pm, RELC Room 603,
concurrently with the Christmas Gospel Meeting
in Room 602. Open to ages 3 to 12 years. All are
welcome.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Dn Charles Kan
Opening Hymn No. 164
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Luke 2:1-20
Hymn No. 158
Announcements
Special Number Church Choir
Offering & Hymn No. 160
Offertory Prayer Dn Charles Kan
Scripture Text Psalm 128
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew
Sermon Blessings from Fearing God

(Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew)
Closing Hymn No. 325
Benediction Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew

Why We Are a Bible-Presbyterian
Church

Rev Timothy Tow

The issue in the 16th century Reformation
between Luther and the Roman Catholic Church
was whether salvation was by works or faith.
The issue today between us and modernism is
whether the Bible is the infallible, inerrant Word
of God. This is a much greater issue, because if
the Bible is not to be believed at every point,
then it might not be believed at all points. Indeed
that is the logical conclusion. Today, so-called
bishops and ministers of Christ’s Church, have
shamelessly eulogised other religions at the
expense of Christ. Others go so far as to say that
the way to heaven is paved by all religions. We
hear missionaries teach our children that the
Bible contains myths and fairy tales and that
Jesus’ miracles are not to be believed. The
doctrines essential to our salvation are torn to
bits because they have first destroyed the

authority of the Bible.

In order to uphold the Word of
God and defend and confirm the
essential doctrines of the Christian
Faith, a doctrinal statement is issued
by the International Council of
Christian Churches (ICCC). To this
statement we gladly and unreservedly
subscribe, and we reproduce it for
your profitable study. This statement
reads:

“Among other equally Biblical
truths, we believe and maintain the
following:

a. The plenary Divine inspiration
of the Scriptures in the original
languages, their consequent
inerrancy and infallibility, and,
as the Word of God, the
supreme and final authority in
faith and life;

b. The Triune God, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit;

c. The essential, absolute, eternal
Deity, and the real and proper,
but sinless, humanity of our
Lord Jesus Christ;

d. His birth of the virgin Mary;

e. His substitutionary, expiatory
death, in that He gave His life
“a ransom for many”;

f. His resurrection from among
the dead in the same body in
which He was crucified and the
second coming of this same
Jesus in power and great glory;

g. Salvation, the effect of

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$11,411; USD5; RM50
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200, $100; Rev
Peter Clements $150; Rev Stephen Khoo $50; Rev
Prabhudas Koshy $200, $100; Gethsemane BPC
$2,000, $100; Gethsemane Filipino Ministry $800;
Yangon New Life Orphanage $400; Leakena
(FEBC) $100; Rajan (FEBC) $300; Sim Swee Ho
$300, $100; Wendy Teng $200; FEBC Bookroom
$53; FEBC $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
S$16,664; USD5; RM50
Church Building Fund $3,000, $110, $100 Total:
S$848,192.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $197.00

Verse for the Week: A friend loveth at all times,
and a brother is born for adversity. Prov 17:17

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1
Kings under Elder Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am. All
are welcome. Lessons are downloadable from
www.febc.edu.sg/Sunday School.htm.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session next Sunday afternoon (Dec
14, 08) at Bukit Panjang. For details, please contact
Dn Charles Kan at 98310468.
A note of thanks from Mrs Maureen Mahadevan.
“Please redirect offerings for me to the Church
Missions. God has provided for all my financial
needs sufficiently. My needs are your prayers.
Please continue praying for me. God bless you.
Finally, may God’s will be done. Thank you.”
(Maureen suffers from terminal lung cancer. We
are encouraged by her faith in the Lord. Let us
remember her and her beloved husband constantly
in prayer. The Lord is able to deliver.)
Our deepest condolences to Sis Yeo Gek Peng on
the home-going of her father on Dec 3, 08. Vigil
Service was held on Dec 4 and Burial at the Choa
Chu Kang Christian Cemetery on Dec 6, 08.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

years to qualify and strengthen its
statements of faith based purely on the
sole and supreme authority of God’s
forever infallible and inerrant words.

The Reformed slogan enjoins: Ecclesia
Reformata, Semper Reformanda (“The
church reformed and always to be
reformed”). True Life BPC and other
likeminded BPCs and Far Eastern Bible
College, true to the Reformed and
Bible-Presbyterian Faith, are diligently
preserving and vigilantly defending the
godly paths of the Historic Christian Faith.

Article 4.2.1.3
We uphold the Authorised (King James)
Version to be the Word of God—the best,
most faithful, most accurate, most
beautiful translation of the Bible in the
English language, and do employ it alone
as our primary scriptural text in the public
reading, preaching, and teaching of the
English Bible.

To meet the constant attacks on the
Holy Scriptures and threats against the
Christian Faith, it was necessary for the
Bible-Presbyterian Church through the



regeneration by the Spirit and the
Word, not by works but by grace
through faith;

h. The everlasting bliss in Christ of all
redeemed by His precious blood;

i. The necessity of maintaining,
according to the Word of God, the
purity of the Church in doctrine
and life; and, still believing the
Apostles’ Creed to be a statement
of Scriptural truth, we therefore
incorporate it in these articles of
faith.

Yes, the reason why we call our
Church Bible-Presbyterian is that we not
only desire to preach the gospel but also to
defend and confirm it. May Presbyterians
who want to uphold the truth become
“Bible-Presbyterians” and many “Bible”
churches be formed of other
denominations of Christ’s Church which
are being usurped by modernist leaders
today.

(Excerpted from Life Church Annual,
Volume 1 [1955]: pp 15-17, emphasis
added.)

The Inerrant and Infallible
Word of God

Rev Quek Kiok Chiang

All true Christians believe in the Holy
Bible as the inerrant and infallible,
inspired Word of God, the only rule of
faith and practice. This is contained in
the creedal statement of the International
Council of Christian Churches. Any
concept of Christianity not based on the
inerrancy and infallibility of the Holy
Bible is like a house built upon sand.

The 66 books that make up the Bible—
the written revelation of God Himself and
His holy will to men were written by over
40 different persons, in different styles and
more than 1,500 years apart. Some of them
were kings like David and Solomon and

others, fishermen like Peter and John, but
the 66 books make one complete whole,
with one continuous, unbroken central
theme—God’s way of salvation for man
through the shed blood of His only begotten
Son Jesus Christ. While books of the world
get out of date very easily, this Book has
spanned the centuries and stood the test
of time, with increasing evidences from
archaeological discoveries to substantiate
its truthful and accurate accounts.

Inspired of God

How was this possible? The answer is
found in 2 Timothy 3:16, “All scripture is
given by inspiration of God,” i.e. God-
breathed. Although there were over 40
different men writing the books of the Holy
Bible, there was only one Author—the Holy
Spirit. It was God who moved the writers to
write down what He wanted them to write.
He gave not only the ideas but also cause
the very words that expressed those ideas
to be written, so that these words would
convey exactly the meaning or message
He wanted conveyed. For example, to the
prophet Jeremiah God says (in 36:2) “Take
thee a roll of a book and write therein all
the words that I have spoken unto thee.”
Ezekiel 1:3 says, “The word of God came
expressly unto Ezekiel the priest ….” The
Apostle Peter writes (in 2 Peter 1:2): “For
prophecy came not in old time by the will
of man, but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” As John
the Apostle, writing in Revelation 14:13
says, “And I heard a voice from heaven
saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth. Yes,
saith the Spirit ….”

Faithfully Translated KJV
Thus God is the Author of the Bible, and

since He is the Author there can be no
mistake in the Bible in the original
languages of Hebrew for the Old
Testament and Greek for the New
Testament. Our English Bible of the

King James Version, which was most
carefully and faithfully translated from
old manuscripts in these original
languages, is agreed to be the most
reliable translation ever made.

Kept Pure to the Jot and Tittle

We thank God therefore for this
precious truth that the Bible is the inerrant
and infallible Word of God. The Psalmist
says, “Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled
in heaven” (119:89). And our Lord says
(in John 10:35), “The Scripture cannot be
broken.” “For verily I say unto you, till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle
shall in no wise pass from the law till all
be fulfilled” (Matt 5:18).

Only Rule of Our Faith and Practice

And because the Bible has no mistake
and cannot make any mistake, it is
trustworthy as the only rule for our faith
and practice. In Christian faith, there may
be some statements in the Bible which we
are in our present state of knowledge are
unable to comprehend or harmonise, but as
Christ has said, “the Scripture cannot be
broken,” we must have the explicit faith
not to doubt them, but pray to the Holy
Spirit to guide us into all truth (John
16:13). And in Christian practice, we may
sometimes be perplexed, just as we stand
at the crossroads, not knowing where to
go. But, we can safely turn to the infallible
Word of God and get His guidance, just as
Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the LORD
with all thine heart, and lean not unto
thine own understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy
path.”

Let Christians stand squarely, without
doubting on the inerrant and infallible
Word of God, and Satan who caused
mankind to fall by making Adam and Eve
doubt and disobey the Word of God would
be quite powerless with his fiery darts
(Eph 6:16).

(Source: Bible-Presbyterian Annual,
Volume 5 [1959-1960]: pp 4, 6, emphasis
added.)

The Church Reformed and
Staying Reformed

(B-P Statements on the Bible
through the Years)

Constitution of Life B-P Church (1958)

Article IV.1

We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments as verbally inspired of God,
and inerrant in the original writings, and that
they are of supreme and final authority in
faith and life. (Bible-Presbyterian Annual,
Volume 4 [1958-1959]: p14).

Constitution of Life B-P Church (1986)

Article 4.2.1

We believe in the divine, verbal and plenary
inspiration of the Scriptures in the original
languages, their consequent inerrancy and
infallibility, and as the Word of God, the
Supreme and final authority in faith and life.
(50 Years Building His Kingdom, Golden
Jubilee Magazine, 1950-2000, p 51).

Constitution of True Life B-P Church
(2004)

Article 4.2.1.1

We believe in the divine, Verbal Plenary
Inspiration (Autographs) and Verbal Plenary
Preservation (Apographs) of the Scriptures
in the original languages, their consequent
inerrancy and infallibility, and as the perfect
Word of God, the Supreme and final
authority in faith and life (2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet
1:20-21; Ps 12:6-7; Matt 5:18, 24:35);

Article 4.2.1.2

We believe the Hebrew Old Testament and
the Greek New Testament underlying the
Authorised (King James) Version to be the
very Word of God, infallible and inerrant;
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Dec 15 – 21, 2008)

MON–SAT YPF Camp
FRI 8.00 pm Prayer Meeting

RELC, Level 6
Room 602, Paterson Room

SAT 3.30 pm No YPF Meeting
4.30 pm Christmas Gospel Meeting

Sunday School Christmas Party
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Prabhudas Koshy)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Filipina Bible Study
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Christmas Gospel Meeting will be held this Sat,
Dec 20, 08, 4.30pm, RELC Room 602. Pr Dennis
Kabingue speaks on “The Perfect Love”. Bring a
friend!
Sunday School Christmas Party will be held
this Sat, Dec 20, 08, 4.30pm, RELC Room 603,
concurrently with the Christmas Gospel Meeting
in Room 602. Open to ages 3 to 12 years. All are
welcome.
Church Choir will be having Carolling next
Lord’s Day, Dec 21, 08. Contact Joycelyn at
97658004 for details.
Christmas Eve Carol Service will be held at the
RELC Auditorium on Dec 24, 08 at 8pm.
Watchnight Service will be held at the RELC
Auditorium on Dec 31, 08 at 10.45pm. Speaker:
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. The Lord’s Supper will be
served.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Opening Hymn No. 157
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Phil 2:1-11
Hymn No. 165
Announcements
Offering & Hymn No. 142
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo
Scripture Text Rom 7:7-12
Sermon The Law of God is Good

(Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo)
Closing Hymn No. 141

(Lord’s Supper)
Benediction Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo

Profitable for Doctrine
(Testimonies of Students of the Westminster

Standards Class at Far Eastern Bible College,
July-November 2008)

With trepidation I signed up for my first
FEBC night classes this year. Though I was
excited about studying the Book of Romans, I
was less enthusiastic with the subject of “The
Westminster Standards,” as the subject sounded
extremely dry and difficult. Having now
attended all the classes, I would be the first to
admit how wrong I was and I thank the Holy
Spirit for steering me towards these classes, and
showing me how important it is to get the
fundamental doctrines right in our study of
the Christian Faith, and to ensure that these
doctrines are based on God’s Word as revealed
in the Holy Bible. CL

The Night Classes started discussing the
Word, which sets the boundary for where all
the doctrines of Covenant Theology are derived

from. I think the 8 principles of
determining God’s Word were
particularly interesting, which
defended the doctrine of Verbal
Plenary Preservation and formed the
basis for why we use the Textus
Receptus and the KJV. Previously I
was trying to find out the basis for
using the Textus Receptus, which is
only one of many apographs available
now. Though I did know some of
the differences between the KJV and
other Modern Versions, I did not
understand why the texts behind the
modern translations were corrupted.

Furthermore, previously it was
difficult to understand the many
diagrams in various texts such as
books and church bulletins. However,
with this Night Class, I thank the Lord
that various issues regarding the
Textus Receptus, the KJV and other
Modern English Versions have been
cleared up using the authoritative
Word of God. JQ

Knowing who God is, who we
are, how we are saved, what’s going
to happen and what the church should
be, helps to put things into
perspective. The current turmoil due
to strong opposition on the perfection
of the Word of God, the global
economic crisis and rebellion against
the morals set by God, the acceptance
of homosexuality as an alternative
lifestyle, the discussion on euthanasia,
only tells us that the Lord is coming

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: $6,181
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $200; Rev Jeffrey
Khoo $100, $100; Gethsemane BPC $100; Sim
Swee Ho $172 (YPF), $100, $100; Wendy Teng
$200; FEBC Bookroom $303; FEBC $400, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$8,056
Church Building Fund $700, $500, $100 Total:
S$849,492.27; USD600

Sunday School Offering: $175.00

Verse for the Week: A man void of understanding
striketh hands, and becometh surety in the presence
of his friend. Prov 17:18

Adults’ Sunday School Class is now studying 1
Kings under Elder Joseph, 9.15am – 10.15am.
YPF Camp will be held this week from Mon – Sat,
Dec 15-20, 08 at Aloha Changi, Halton Bungalow.
There will be a door-to-door HDB flats
evangelism session this afternoon at Bukit
Panjang. Please meet at Blk 146 Gangsa Road at
2.30pm. For details, please contact Dn Charles Kan
at 98310468.
Catechism Class for 2009 Easter Baptism will
commence on Jan 18, 09. Those seeking Baptism,
Reaffirmation of Faith and Transfer of Membership
are to attend the Catechism Class.
Sis Yeo Gek Peng and family would like to thank
all True Lifers for their attendance, condolences,
prayers and gifts during their recent bereavement.
“God’s Law” (Ten Commandments) poster, free to
every member/visitor. Get yours at the book table.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

consistent view of the doctrines of the
Bible through this system. This has been
my weakness also in the past, for though I
have been a Christian for many years, it has
been a mountainous task to attempt to have
a comprehensive overview of the Bible.
It still is impossible to say I have
comprehended the Bible, but I can say the
journey now has a new but sure direction.
FW

[FEBC’s “Basic Theology for Everyone”
courses on Deuteronomy (Monday nights)
and Biblical Covenants (Thursday nights)
will commence on 5 January 2009. All
are welcome. Registration forms are
available at the reception table or from
www.febc.edu.sg.]

spiritually according to His will that He
grants you grace to continue even though
all seems lost. With these thoughts about
the Will of God in mind, I think about
FEBC and her current situation and realise
that no matter what happens, as long as
she remains faithful to the Word of God,
in the end she will be blessed just like Job
remained faithful through all his trials and
tribulations. DC

This course shows that the
Westminster Confession of Faith is a very
systematic way of presenting the truths of
the Bible. I signed up for the course to
organise my own thoughts, that I might be
sound whenever I do Bible Studies with
my church’s Young Adults’ Fellowship.
I do feel I have a more global and



back very soon.

It is imperative that we, especially as
parents, be grounded in the Word of God, in
His teachings, so that we may be able to
comfort ourselves and our children. This
world will perish one day and all that is
within, but those who trust in Christ, will
live forever in Him and glorify Him forever.
That is a great comfort and brings meaning
to an otherwise meaningless and chaotic life.
LBH

During the course of studying the
Westminster Standards, I learnt many a great
lesson. I am once again reminded that all
things in my life have been ordered by the
Lord Himself and nothing can or will happen
by chance. This course came as usual at the
most appropriate time, when I am asking the
Lord what I ought to do in my life. He has
answered my prayer and saved my mother
and shown His marvellous work in the life
of my beloved mother. I believe with all my
heart that God’s timing is immaculate, even
though mother suffered so much, it is like
what the Bible says, “For which cause we
faint not; but though our outward man
perish, yet the inward man is renewed day
by day” (2 Cor 4:16). It is true that through
sufferings we learn the best lessons in life.
Jesus Christ our Saviour suffered throughout
His life and showed us how we ought to
live our lives, not depending on what the
circumstances are but by every word that
proceeds out of the mouth of God. Therefore
I learn not to fear or worry too much but to
trust Him each step of the way. JL

I would just like to say that the course
has presented a clear and logical overview of
these subjects (Christology, Pneumatology,
Soteriology, Ecclesiology and Eschatology),
highlighting the main points of each subject.
In particular, under Ecclesiology, the
doctrine of separation is seldom mentioned
in churches today. Contrary to what I have
been taught in the past, 2 Corinthians 6:14—
“Be ye not unequally yoked together with

unbelievers”—does not only apply to
marriage, but is correctly applied to
separating ourselves from false teachers
and teachings. We should make every
effort to separate ourselves from worldly
philosophies and sinful activities (personal
separation), as well as from doctrinal
impurities (ecclesiastical separation).
Revelation 17 and 18 presents the false
church as a whore that will be eventually
destroyed when the Lord Jesus returns.
May we separate ourselves from this false
church, lest we destroyed along with it. CT

In this course of study, I clearly
understood that without the work of the
Holy Spirit, the Bible is a closed book!
The natural man is dead in trespasses and
sins. He cannot truly understand the things
of God unless the Holy Spirit convicts the
heart of the sinner to believe in Christ and
enables the sinner to understand the
gospel. It is the Holy Spirit who enlightens
the mind and enables the sinner to see the
true meaning of the Scriptures. How true
are the words, “the law of the LORD is
perfect, converting the soul.” KA

While doing the reading assignment, I
was very much blessed by the way Dr
Lynn Gray Gordon presented his book—
The World’s Greatest Truths. He writes in
a very clear and direct manner, making it
easy to read and understand. Moreover, his
book requires me to fill in the blanks. By
writing down the verses and answers to
the questions, I found that I was able to
remember lessons taught more effectively.
I also came to know the following verse a
little better—“And are built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
stone” (Eph 2:20). This verse was
apparently the favourite of Dr Gordon as
he often quoted it in his exposition on
what the Bible is. As this verse has
strengthened the faith of Dr Gordon on the
Bible, so it has strengthened my faith too!

I just find it a pity that Dr Gordon had only
written one volume of his book and had not
gone on to produce other volumes. Perhaps
the Lord will raise another man to continue
his work in his stead so that others may be
blessed by the world’s greatest truths! CC

As I was reading the recommended
text—The World’s Greatest Truths—I was
comforted and thrilled to find out that the
author—Dr Lynn Gray Gordon—believed in
the preservation of Scriptures. On page 25 of
his book published in 1999, he stated, “The
Holy Scriptures have been miraculously
preserved down through the ages.” This
statement led me back to those times when I
was still struggling and searching to know
the truth about the Perfect Bible issue and
how I was almost misled and convinced to
think that VPP (Verbal Plenary Preservation)
is a “new” doctrine and a personal
conviction or belief. This is one proof that
this doctrine is not new and is not believed
by just a group or an individual. EM

As a young Christian, I grew up on the
NIV in church and was fed with it. I never
could understand verses which have
footnotes that state “the earliest and oldest
manuscripts do not have that particular
portion of Scripture” (1 John 5:7) or where
entire portions of verses are missing (Mark
15:28, Matt 18:11). These footnotes are
scattered throughout the NIV and are
impossible to miss. I also noticed that there
were variant readings between versions
such as the NIV and KJV. When I read the
footnotes, I was doubtful of how credible or
trustworthy the Bible was and did not know
how to reconcile and explain the reasons for
these missing or variant readings.

In Sunday school, my teachers taught
that while God had inspired His Word, due
to the fallibility of the copiers and translators
of the original manuscripts, there were minor
mistakes in the Bible. But they always
assured us that these have no impact on
doctrine. I was confused and did not

understand why God could not just
preserve His original inspired words for us
today. It seemed to be in conflict with the
nature of God as all-powerful and the
Word of God as infallible and inerrant.
However, I accepted what my Sunday
school teachers taught and even started
teaching it in my own classes later as there
seemed to be no other alternative. But
this explanation never sat well with me
because it implied that God was unable to
preserve all of His words perfectly—and
how could that be?

God turned my doubt and confusion
to joy and assurance. The teaching of
the twin doctrines of Verbal Plenary
Inspiration and Preservation affirm and
uphold God’s omnipotence and special
care for His people through the ages by
His promise that they will always have
His Words. Indeed my soul was able to
rest from the previous uneasiness. In
particular, the expounding of Psalm 12:6-
7 and Matthew 5:18 have also opened my
eyes to these two great promises of God.
Attending the FEBC night classes for the
past six years, God has been gracious to
patiently guide me into all truth. The past
few months studying the Westminster
Confession, in particular the studies about
the Bible, have been especially timely to
renew my commitment to convictions
about God’s Word and equip me with the
logical reasoning of Biblical promises and
faith. TJW

Having learned to see the sevenfold
will of God, I am able to better understand
why things happen the way they do, and in
which direction I should be channelling
my actions and thoughts. On hindsight, I
am better able to see how God has been
working in my life and how gracious and
merciful God is. Over the couple of years
that I have been at FEBC, many times I
felt that I could do nothing but give up.
But truly it is only when you are walking
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK
(Dec 22 – 28, 2008)

WED 8.00 pm Christmas Eve Carol Service
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship

5.30 pm Family Bible Study Fellowship
SUN 9.15 am Sunday School

10.30 am Worship (Rev Tan Kian Sing)
Korean Service (Room 503)
Indonesian Bible Study

1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)

Christmas Eve Carol Service will be held this
Wed, Dec 24, 08 at the RELC Auditorium at
8pm. Bring a friend to hear the gospel.
No prayer meeting this Friday, Dec 26, 08. Pray
for Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo who will be in Medan
from Dec 25-27, 08 to preach at the Christmas
service of Grace BP Church (Rev Haposan
Siregar) and dedicate the new church building.
Watchnight Service will be held at the RELC
Auditorium on Dec 31, 08 at 10.45pm. Speaker:
Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. The Lord’s Supper will be
served.
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be
held this Sat, Dec 27, 08 at 3.30pm in the home
of Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent.
Message: “Have I Done My Best for Jesus?” by
Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy. Contact Herbert at
94377715 for details.
Family Bible Study Fellowship this Sat, Dec 27,
08 at Mr and Mrs Edmund Wong’s home at Blk
82 Strathmore Avenue, #14-144, Singapore
141082, 5.30pm. Tel: 91388760. Message:
“Living Unto God” by Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy.
Contact Edward at 93887328 for details.
Our heartiest congratulations to Mr and Mrs
Wayne Koh on the birth of their daughter, Ruth
Koh on Nov 14, 08.

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless his holy name”

Call to Worship Elder J T Joseph
Opening Hymn No. 152
Invocation-Gloria Patri
Responsive Reading Psalm 98
Hymn No. 151
Announcements
Special Number YPF Campers

Deborah & Judith
Offering & Hymn No. 155
Offertory Prayer Elder J T Joseph
Scripture Text Luke 1:46-47
Pastoral Prayer Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy
Sermon Mary’s Magnificat

(Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy)
Closing Hymn No. 37
Benediction Rev Dr Prabhudas Koshy

The Law of God is Good
(A sermon preached by Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo at

True Life BPC on 14 December 2008)

“Wherefore the law is holy, and the
commandment holy, and just, and good. Was
then that which is good made death unto me?
God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin,
working death in me by that which is good;
that sin by the commandment might become
exceeding sinful” (Rom 7:12-13).

When Paul says that “the law is holy,” what
law is he referring to? The context tells us
very clearly that Paul is not referring to any
human law, but the law of God—the Ten
Commandments: (I) Thou shalt have no other
gods before me, (II) Thou shalt not make unto
thee any graven image, (III) Thou shalt not take
the name of the Lord thy God in vain, (IV)
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, (V)

Honour thy father and thy mother,
(VI) Thou shalt not kill, (VII) Thou
shalt not commit adultery, (VIII) Thou
shalt not steal, (IX) Thou shalt not
bear false witness, (X) Thou shalt not
covet.

Is the law of God good or bad?
The libertines and the antinomians
think the law of God is bad or
unnecessary and can be discarded.
There are those who say that since we
are under God’s grace, the law is no
longer needed; since we have been
forgiven of our sins, we can sin all
we want; the more we sin, the more
we will experience the grace of God.
Paul denounced such thinking and
behaviour in Romans 6:1, 2, “What
shall we say then? Shall we continue
in sin, that grace may abound? God
forbid,” and 15, “What then? shall we
sin, because we are not under the law,
but under grace? God forbid.”

There are Christians who hold to
a wrong view of the Bible and of
salvation, who separate the Old
Testament (OT) from the New
Testament (NT), who say that the OT
is all about law, but the NT is all
about grace, who teach that salvation
in the OT is by the law, but in the NT
it is by grace. They go on to say that
since we are in the NT, we do not
need the law anymore.

Is the law obsolete, redundant and
useless today? God forbid! Know that
the Moral Law, being a reflection of

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS

General Offerings: S$9,525; USD2
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $480, $400; Rev
Jeffrey Khoo $100; Rev Prabhudas Koshy $250;
Gethsemane BPC $250, $100; Choir $90; YPF
Camp $360; Manuela $100; Sim Swee Ho $100;
Dominino (FEBC) $50; Fransiska (FEBC) $100;
Josias (FEBC) $100; Leakena (FEBC) $100;
Rebecca (FEBC) $100; Thadeaus (FEBC) $50;
Titus (FEBC) $100; FEBC Bookroom $50; FEBC
$100, $100
Total General and Designated Offerings:
$12,605; USD2
Church Building Fund – Total: S$849,492.27;
USD600

Sunday School Offering: $225.00

Verse for the Week: He loveth transgression that
loveth strife: and he that exalteth his gate seeketh
destruction. Prov 17:19

Far Eastern Bible College reopens with a Day of
Prayer and Registration on Fri, Jan 2, 09, 9am,
Calvary Tengah BPC.
FEBC’s Basic Theology for Everyone night
courses will resume with The Book of
Deuteronomy by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew on Jan 5,
09 (Mon) and Biblical Covenants by Rev Dr
Prabhudas Koshy on Jan 8, 09 (Thu), 7.30pm –
9.30pm at FEBC, 9A Gilstead Road.
Catechism Class for 2009 Easter Baptism will
commence on Jan 18, 09. Those seeking Baptism,
Reaffirmation of Faith and Transfer of Membership
are to attend the Catechism Class.
Latest Issue of The Burning Bush, January 2009
available at the Book Table. Please help yourself to
a copy.
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength.

Word we can see where the dangers are,
and know how to avoid them.

Conclusion
Do not think the Law of God is bad or

useless. It is very good and useful. We are
the ones who are bad and useless because
of our sin, but God can make us good and
useful for Him if we believe in Christ, and
keep His Law. The Law of God is good for
the sinner to show His need of a Saviour,
and points him to Christ, and when the
seeker of Christ becomes sanctified in
Christ, the Law gives Him the light He
needs to live a victorious Christian life
until the day the Lord Jesus Christ returns.

righteous altogether. More to be desired
are they than gold, yea, than much fine
gold: sweeter also than honey and the
honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy
servant warned: and in keeping of them
there is great reward” (Ps 19:7-11).

God’s Word is perfect and pure
because it is the Truth, and God will use
His Truth not only to enlighten but also to
sanctity us, i.e. to make us more and more
like Christ (John 17:17). Without the
Light of God’s Word, we will stumble and
fall in the darkness and blindness of this
world which is full of dangers to both
body and soul. But with the light of God’s



God’s holiness, was never abrogated. The
Ten Commandments function in the same
way in the NT as it did in the OT. As Paul
said, “Wherefore the law is holy, and the
commandment holy, and just, and good”
(Rom 7:12). In the Bible, we learn that the
law is good for the sinner, for the seeker and
for the saint in these three respective ways:

The Law of God is Good as a Sword

“And the commandment, which was
ordained to life, I found to be unto death.
For sin, taking occasion by the
commandment, deceived me, and by it slew
me.” (Rom 7:10-11). As a sword, the law
slays us in our sin, “for all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:23),
and “the wages of sin is death” (Rom 6:23).
Romans 3:19-20 says, “Now we know that
what things soever the law saith, it saith to
them who are under the law: that every
mouth may be stopped, and all the world
may become guilty before God. Therefore by
the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
justified in his sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin.” This is repeated in
Romans 7:7 when Paul said, “Nay, I had not
known sin, but by the law.” In other words,
the law reveals the sinfulness of sin, and
how evil, and wicked and destructive sin is.
The law tells the sinner that he is utterly
guilty and stands totally condemned before
the thrice holy God.

If this be the case, then how can the law
be good for the sinner? The law is good for
the sinner because it tells him the truth,
that he is very bad and no good at all. That
was why Paul said in Romans 7:12-13,
“Wherefore the law is holy, and the
commandment holy, and just, and good.
Was then that which is good made death
unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might
appear sin, working death in me by that
which is good; that sin by the commandment
might become exceeding sinful.” The law
does not deceive but is very honest with the

fact that man is totally depraved and
corrupted by sin, and can never be saved
by the law. But if the sinner would humble
himself before God—the Judge and the
Law-giver Himself, and confess that he is
indeed a transgressor of the law and stands
condemned under the law, then there
may be hope for him yet. When a sinner
realises his sin and starts asking the
question: “How can I be delivered from
sin, from death, and from the judgement
of God to come?,” then he is a step nearer
to salvation for the law now takes on
another role, that of a rod.

The Law of God is Good as a Rod

In a parallel exposition on the law by
Paul, it is stated, “But the scripture hath
concluded all under sin, that the promise
by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to
them that believe. But before faith came,
we were kept under the law, shut up unto
the faith which should afterwards be
revealed. Wherefore the law was our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that
we might be justified by faith” (Gal 2:22-
24).

The judgment of God through the law
functions to direct the helpless sinner
to trust in Christ for his justification
and salvation. The term “schoolmaster”
(Greek: paidagogos, literally “a child
leader”) is significant. In NT times, the
schoolmaster was a trusted servant who
saw to it that the boy under his charge
was dressed properly and escorted to
school each day. He is often depicted as
an elderly man with a rod in his hand
guiding the child to the right place.
Thus, as a schoolmaster, the law not only
heightened and intensified the awareness
of the severity of sin and its eternal
consequences (Gal 3:10, 19), it also points
the sinner to Jesus Christ who alone can
forgive sins and grant eternal life.

What did Christ do to be our Saviour

and Redeemer? He did a whole lot. He did
all that was required for our salvation. This
He did in His life, in His death and by His
life again. In His life, Jesus kept the Ten
Commandments for you and for me, to earn
the righteousness that we need to be
accepted by God. Understand that the law
was ordained unto life. It was meant for us
to obtain eternal spiritual sonship through
perfect obedience of its commandments, to
be holy as God is holy. But man fell into sin,
and being born in sin and dead in sin, man is
no law-keeper but law-breaker. That is why
God had to become man, to keep the law on
our behalf so that we might be saved. That
was why Paul said in Galatians 4:4-5, “But
when the fulness of the time was come, God
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made
under the law, To redeem them that were
under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons.”

But that was not all, the penalty of sin
had to be paid. Jesus had to die for our sins
on the cross, shedding His precious blood,
for “without shedding of blood is no
remission” (Heb 9:22). Then He was buried,
but on the third day rose from the dead,
conquering death so that we might be freed
from the curse of sin. Now, “if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved. For with the heart man believeth
unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation” (Rom
10:9-10).

Once a sinner becomes a saint, the law
now takes on a different role, no longer as a
sword, nor a rod, but a torch.

The Law of God is Good as a Torch

Truly, “the law is holy, and the
commandment holy, and just, and good,”
and the only way whereby a man can apply
the law to his advantage is when he is no
longer dead in sin but alive in Christ. The

saint, with the Holy Spirit residing within
him, has the desire and the ability to obey
the law. The sinner dreads the law, but the
saint delights in it. That was why the
sanctified psalmist was able to say in
Psalm 119:97-105, “O how love I thy law!
it is my meditation all the day. Thou
through thy commandments hast made me
wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever
with me. I have more understanding than
all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my
meditation. I understand more than the
ancients, because I keep thy precepts. I
have refrained my feet from every evil
way, that I might keep thy word. I have not
departed from thy judgments: for thou
hast taught me. How sweet are thy words
unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to
my mouth! Through thy precepts I get
understanding: therefore I hate every false
way. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and
a light unto my path.”

When we are saved, our whole attitude
to God and His Word has changed,
changed for the better. In the past, we
want nothing to do with God and His
Word; now we cannot live without Him
and His Word. We are constantly thirsting
and hungering for His Word, and have the
highest regard for it. “Thy word is very
pure: therefore thy servant loveth it” (Ps
119:140). Every true believer will desire
after every one of God’s words and live
by it (Matt 4:4). He who loves the Lord,
will also love His Word as a whole and
consider it to be 100% perfect without any
mistake just like David, a man after God’s
own heart, who said, “The law of the
LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the
testimony of the LORD is sure, making
wise the simple. The statutes of the LORD
are right, rejoicing the heart: the
commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes. The fear of the
LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the
judgments of the LORD are true and
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APPOINTMENTS FOR THE WEEK 
(Dec 29, 2008 – Jan 4, 2009) 

WED 10.45 pm  Watchnight Service 
 11.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503)  
FRI 9.00 am FEBC Day of Prayer 
 8.00 pm Family Worship 
SAT 3.30 pm Young People’s Fellowship 
SUN     9.15 am Sunday School 
 10.30 am  Worship (Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo) 
   Korean Service (Room 503) 
   Indonesian Bible Study 
 1.00 pm Korean Service (Room 503) 
 

Watchnight Service will be held at the RELC 
Auditorium this Wed, Dec 31, 08 at 10.45pm. 
Speaker: Rev Dr Jeffrey Khoo. The Lord’s 
Supper will be served.  
Family Worship cum Prayer Meeting will be 
held at the home of Mrs Mahadevan this Fri, Jan 
2, 09 at 8pm. Address: 129 Hillcrest Road. Tel: 
64664059. 
Young People’s Fellowship Meeting will be 
held this Sat, Jan 3, 09 at 3.30pm in the home of 
Mr and Mrs Foo at 53 Oriole Crescent. Message: 
“Christ our Lord and Master” by Rev Dr Jeffrey 
Khoo. Contact Herbert at 94377715 for details. 
The Adults’ Sunday School Class on Ephesians 
by Joshua Yong will commence next Sunday, Jan 
4, 09, 9.15am – 10.15am. All are welcome. 
Catechism Class for 2009 Easter Baptism will 
commence on Jan 18, 09. Those seeking 
Baptism, Reaffirmation of Faith and Transfer of 
Membership are to attend the Catechism Class. 
Pray for Pastor Tow’s good health and strength. 
 

“BLESS the LORD, O my soul: and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name” 

Call to Worship Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Opening Hymn No. 162 
Invocation-Gloria Patri   
Responsive Reading Psalm 42 
Hymn No. 38 
Announcements 
Special Number Youth Choir 
Offering & Hymn No. 284  
Offertory Prayer Dn Tan Beng Lee 
Scripture Text              Gen 33:11, Lam 3:22-23, 
 Matt 6:33-34, 1 Pet 5:6-7 
Pastoral Prayer Rev Tan Kian Sing 
Sermon                        Looking Back, Looking 
  Ahead 
 (Rev Tan Kian Sing) 
Closing Hymn No. 355 
Benediction  Rev Tan Kian Sing 

Hope Thou in God 
Dr Tow Siang Yeow 

(President of Board of Directors, Far Eastern 
Bible College, and Elder of New Life Bible-

Presbyterian Church) 
“Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why 

art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for 
I shall yet praise him for the help of his 
countenance” (Ps 42:5). 

Natural as well as man-made disasters have 
made headline news in recent times! The Lord in 
Matthew 24:6-8 tells us: “And ye shall hear of 
wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not 
troubled: for all these things must come to pass, 
but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there 
shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, 
in divers places. All these are the beginning of 
sorrows.”  

A number of earthquake-prone
countries have been hit by earthquakes
in the recent past. Bram in Iran was hit
by a severe earthquake in 2003 with the
loss of 40,000 lives. The city itself was
reduced to rubble. 

In December 2004, a giant tsunami
(huge waves caused by an underwater
earthquake) hit the coastline all around
the Indian Ocean, leaving 250,000
people dead. Many of the coastal towns
and villages were destroyed! 

On May 5, 2008, Cyclone Nargis hit
the Irrawaddy Delta of Myanmar. Flood
waters covered practically the whole
country, leaving 134,000 people dead.
Survivors were left with little food and
no drinking water! 

As if that was not enough, a
powerful 7.8 Richter Scale earthquake
demolished Sichuan city in China on
May 12, 2008 and toppling 80% of all
buildings with a death toll of 50,000—
one of the worst disasters to hit China in
recent times! 

Turbulent times affect the Middle
East with desultory conflicts and wars
between smaller nations such as
between Israel and the Arab countries. 

The scourge of pestilences due to
organisms such as AIDS, SARS, Ebola
viruses, and the dreaded H5N1 Bird Flu
virus that kills not only chickens but
humans as well, has infected many in
various countries worldwide, causing
fear and consternation. 

Terrorism, sadly becoming a way
of life for frustrated and misguidedYPF Camp at Aloha Changi, Halton Bungalow, Dec 15-20, 2008 

 

LAST LORD’S DAY OFFERINGS 
 

General Offerings: Last Lord’s Day S$13,404; 
RM0.01; Christmas Eve Service S$21,189; RM5; 
THB900 
Designated Offerings: Rev Tow $500, $200, $200, 
$180; Rev Jeffrey Khoo $500, $200, $180, $100; 
Rev Peter Clements $500; Rev Prabhudas Koshy 
$500; Marilyn Nanta $500; Gethsemane BPC 
$510, $500, $500, $400, $200, $200; Gethsemane 
Care Ministry $600, $100; Myanmar Orphanage 
$500, $200; Apasia (FEBC) $100; Fransiska 
(FEBC) $100; Leakena (FEBC) $100, $100; Sim 
Swee Ho $500, $200, $100; Wendy Teng $200, 
$200; FEBC Legal Fees $2,000; FEBC $1,000, 
$500, $500, $100, $100  
Total General and Designated Offerings:  
S$47,663; RM5.01; THB900 
Church Building Fund $1,500, $310, $300, $300, 
$100, $100 Total: S$852,102.27; USD600 
Sunday School Offering: $238.10 
Verse for the Week: He that hath a froward heart 
findeth no good: and he that hath a perverse 
tongue falleth into mischief. Prov 17:20 
 

Far Eastern Bible College reopens with a Day of 
Prayer and Registration this Fri, Jan 2, 09, 9am at 
Calvary Tengah BPC, 345 Choa Chu Kang Road. 
Transport leaves FEBC at 8.15am sharp. 
FEBC’s Basic Theology for Everyone night 
courses will resume with The Book of 
Deuteronomy by Rev Dr Quek Suan Yew on Jan 5, 
09 (Mon) and Biblical Covenants by Rev Dr 
Prabhudas Koshy on Jan 8, 09 (Thu), 7.30pm – 
9.30pm at FEBC, 9A Gilstead Road. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

elements, has raised its ugly head time and
again to the dismay of law-abiding countries!
September 11, 2001, the defining moment of
terrorism was at its apex, when the Twin
Towers of New York were destroyed by
suicidal bombers who portrayed it as
something decent and desirable! But the rest of
the world were overwhelmed by the dastardly
enormity of the crime—thousands of innocent
lives were snuffed out in a matter of minutes! 

The latest incident of terrorism on an
international level began on November 26,
2008 when terrorists specially trained in
marine warfare subdued large institutions such
as hotels in Mumbai. Each terrorist was armed
with seven magazines of 50 bullets, eight hand
grenades, one AK47 assault rifle, an automatic
loading revolver, plus rations. These terrorists
went on a rampage from November 27-30,
2008, attacking three main targets: the Taj
Mahal Hotel, the Oberoi Trident Hotel and the
Nariman Home (for Jews). Apparently, the
attacks had been planned to the minutest detail.
Sixty hours later, however, the counter-
attacking Indian commandos overcame the last
remaining terrorists, and the fight was over.
Two hundred-odd innocent civilians were
killed in the assault on Mumbai and 20-odd
policemen and soldiers also died fighting the
terrorists.  

Singapore’s first terrorist fatality was Ms
Lo Hwei Yen, a 28 year-old lawyer. She was
ruthlessly killed while being held a hostage.
Later, the body was brought back to Singapore
where more than 100 family members and
friends attended the wake. There was not a dry
eye as relatives and friends delivered touching
tributes. 

Postscript: “Why art thou cast down, O my
soul?” Oftentimes we ask ourselves this
question. For in mundane situations, we too
face problems which seem hopeless and
irresolvable: in marriages, retrenchments,
joblessness, broken relationships with family
and other members, in illness—terminal or in
extremity. Many cling on to hope, seeking help
from all and sundry except God Almighty! 

Beloved, we are living in perilous times!
But does not Psalm 23:4 assure us, “Yea,
though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me.” 

And in Psalm 46:1-3, the Psalmist
reassures us, “God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth
be removed, and though the mountains be
carried into the midst of the sea; Though the
waters thereof roar and be troubled, though
the mountains shake with the swelling
thereof. Selah.” 

Beloved, hope thou in the Lord! 

*************** 
Christmas Thanksgiving Letters

From Adelaide, Australia 
We have just been given a lovely

notebook computer by an anonymous donor.
The computer we were using was the
property of ‘Faith & Freedom Ministries Inc’
which we rejoice has been passed to Rev
Errol Stone to continue as the Lord enables
him. Prior to the ‘change over’ the email
became inoperative due to viral infection.  

Regarding the ‘love gift’ from the Session
of True Life BPC and the designated
offering; thanks be to our gracious Heavenly
Father for all of His mercies to us. The past
months have been so hectic it was nigh
impossible to budget accordingly—I just
purchased what was absolutely essential, then
with many ongoing expenses we looked to
the Lord.  

To this day all our needs have been
supplied: Oh why do I fear and fret? He is
such a good Father—the God of all comfort
and mercies. 

I would take this opportunity to thank
each praying soul for their part in the
recovery God has granted John. It has been
quite amazing and one cannot but help
admire these strange acts of God. May they
add to our sanctification. 

I thank God for your ongoing love and
concern for both of us. Recently a kind deacon
called me whilst in Adelaide and encouraged
us; although a visit at that stage was regrettably
not seasonal. 

Medically John is continuing to make
progress each day, the largest injury is to
the brain but that is still showing signs of
improvement.  

I was comforted many times in the
knowledge that God had given John something
to do for ‘the cause of Christ’ right up to his
illness. May we both live to glorify Him and
enjoy Him until by God’s grace we see Him. 

At this time of the year Revelation 12:7 has
such magnificent import.  

Thank you dear session members, church
members, praying members from both of
us who have never deserved the least of God’s
favours—but now have all things in Christ
Jesus. 

God’s blessings be yours as you press on to
that incorruptible crown which fadeth not
away. 
Most sincerely and gratefully 
John & Christine MacKenzie  
16 December 2008 

From Yangon, Myanmar 
Thank you so much for your practice of

love and your love gifts. Thank God I have
received the Christmas gift and designated
offering of 802000 Ks (SGD1000) on
Saturday. Thanks. We all (the orphanage) are
really very happy and thankful to you (True
Life BPC) so much because you really practise
love. Our Orphanage Ministry has been
running well and doing well day by day, month
by month and year by year until today. Praise
the Lord and glory be to His name forever.
Amen. 

Let me share with you 1 Corinthians 3:6-9.
Paul said, “I have planted, Apollos watered;
but God gave the increase. So then neither is
he that planteth any thing, neither he that
watereth; but God that giveth the increase.
Now he that planteth and he that watereth are

one: and every man shall receive his own
reward according to his own labour. For we
are labourers together with God: ye are God’s
husbandry, ye are God’s building.” 

I am really very happy for these verses that
Paul mentioned for us. I believed that in our
orphanage ministry you watered with your
love and prayers and love gifts and designated
offerings and I planted with my best to care
for them, for their spiritual life and
educational and physical growth, by face to
face teaching the Word of God day by day,
month by month and year by year until today,
God gave the increase to them physically,
educationally and spiritually until today
because planter and waterer are one and we
are labourers together with God. We will
surely receive our own rewards according to
our labour. Praise the Lord. 

I and my family and all the orphanage
children really invite you and warmly
welcome you to see our orphanage ministry
with your own eyes, how God gave the
increase to our orphanage ministry. Again
when you have holiday any time, pay a visit to
our orphanage, in Yangon, Myanmar so that
you might have great joy and be happy.    

Now I am going to buy for the children’s
needs and Christmas gifts for them. On
Saturday (20.12.08), my wife gave a Bible
knowledge and Christian songs examination
to all the children and she chose the most
clever and hardworking boys and girls to
give special gifts when Christmas day 25th

December comes. So, please pray for our
Christmas programmes.  

Again we are so happy for your practice of
love and for your love gifts to us. We are
really thankful to you (True Life BPC) and
pray for you too. 

Thanks. 
May God bless you (True Life BPC &

FEBC)! 
Yours in Christ, 
Brother Thangno 
New Life Orphan Centre 
22 December 2008 
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